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TO 


My only Son J. F. 


DEAR Son, - 

ECS PSVER fince you were born, 
<@ E ee Lhave had it at Heart and 

4 Soul to do youall the Good 
Sele I poflibly could, 

I began very early with you ; for 
while you were in your Infantile State, 
and your Brain was as yet dark and 
void, I endeavour’d to ftrike Light 
into it, and furnifhit with Simulachyra 
and Ideas of Things. 

As foon asI found your Mind be- 
gan to operate, I exercifed ita little, 
put Motion into it, and fet Thought 

A-Zoing, : 
Afterwards, as your Perception an 
Memory increafed, I helped you to 
| | city POOF, com- 


Civ] 
compare your Notions, draw Con- 
clufions, make Axioms, and treafure 
them up for the future Ufes of Life. , 

_ And when I had thus led you into 
‘the Art. of ——- and Reafoning, 
I by degrees rettify’d your little Ap- 
prehenfions and Fancies, taught you 
the Ufes and Abufes of the Paffions, 
educated you, as you grew fit for it, 
in Piety, Morality, Learning and good 
’ Breeding ; and never {pared for either — 
Care. or Coft toward the fitting you 
up to makean handfome Figure among 
the beft of Men, and a& a commen- 
dable Part incommon Life. _ 

But Iam grown old, and muft de- 
fcend to my Fathers; and leave you - 
young and unexperienc’d to fhift for" 
yourfelf, and ftruggle thro’a trouble- 
fome World. _ 

L moft earneftly with to affift you 
ftill ; but fince it’s not permitted me 
to do it vivd voce, I have thought of 
this way of fupplying it with a Pano- 
ply of Directions, Counfels and Cau- 
tions ; to help and defend you in al] 
Difficulties and Dangers, and render 


Lv] 
you profperous(or at leaftnot unhappy ) 
inall your Undertakings and Affairs. 
~By thefe, when I am dead, I fhall 
yet {peak ; and like Mentor with Te- 
emachus, be ever with you, till you 
come to me. : 
As often therefore as you take them 


‘into your Hand, imagine that I your _ 


ever loving and careful Father am 


perfonally prefent, familiarly talking 


with, and faithfully advifing you. 
Tleave.them with you as an ever- 
-Jafting Legacy ; and upon my Blef- 
fing I charge you to keep them as a 
- 'Treafure, confult them at every turn, 
-and make the beft ufe you can of them 
all your Days... | . 
: mean not by this, that you fhould 
flavifhly come into all here delivered, 
‘with an implicit Belief and thought- 
‘Jefs Obfervance , but would have you 
~ all along ftand up in your own Senfe,. 
-and ufe your Reafon, and think. and 
live as a wife Man oughtto do, ° | 
- Now as to the pradtical Ufe of this 
Book, you fhould run it all over pret- 
ty faft, and mifs nothing ; and that 
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not only once but often: And in fo 
doing, evermore note down ina Me- 
morandum Book the Numbers afhxed 
to fuch Paragraphs, as you judge. will 
be proper to lay by for an After- 
thought. 

And when you get Leifure for it, 
fingle out one of thefe fele& ones. for 
your Meditation at that time. And 
give it ferious Attention, and labour 
it in your Mind, till you have got in- 
to the Infide of it, and have extracted 
all its Document, and tranfcribed it 
into your, not only Head, but Heart 
alfo ; in fuch wife, that it may influ- 
ence your Will, and govern your 
Adions. oo | 

Fartherthan this; it might be well © 
to make a dire& Exercife of it, by 
working it with your Pen, branching 
it out into Particulars, comparing it 
with your former Experience, Obfer- 
vations, Opinions, and fettled Rules. 
‘Alfo making Diftin@tions, putting Ca- 
-fes, and improving it with fuch other 
Additions as you are able to make. 


For. 
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For when ’tis brought into a Plan of 
your own delineating, "twill fo fuit to 
your fort of Sentiments, as to join 
them perfectly, and become Part of 
your very Internal Self. 

Now if to all this, you could be fo 
happy as to poffefs the ineftimable 
Treafure of a Friend, into whofe Bo- 
fom you could fafely pour out your 
Heart; thefe would afford moft prof- 
table and pleafant Themes of Conver- 
fation. 

For Variety of Expreffion fhews the 
diftin& Parts of Things: Putting 
Thoughts into audible Words gives 
them a fenfible Form: And tofling 
them from one Friend to another, 
turns all into a delectable Entertain- 
ment. | | 

But for the finifhing and crowning 
_ of all: When your Memory 1s now 
abundantly ftored with Precepts, and 
your Judgment well formed, you muft 

needs do thefe two things. | 


1. Apply all that is here faid to your 
own individual Self, as the very Per- 
A 4 fon 
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fon that is fpoken to, and is inftrué- 
ed and counfelled; for otherwife, if 
“you hear the beft Advice 1n the World, 
and withal be heartily convinced that 
it 1s fo; yet if you fit down there, and 
content your felf with only flying 
Thought and Theory, and never bring 
it home clofe enough to touch and 
operate upon your Will and Affedi- 
ons; it may indeed fwell you out . 
with.a windy Conceitednefs, but can 
never nourifh you, and do you good.. 


2 "Take up this inflexible Refolu- 
tion, That you pofitively will, to the 
utmo{t of your Underftanding and 
Strength, walk always in the Paths of 
right Reafon. And if at any time, 
through human Frailty, you unhap- 
pily chance to make a falfe Step, and 
ftumble, you will prefently with all 
your Might rife again, and heartily 
renew and continue the Courfe of 
-Wifdom and Virtue with more Cir- 
cumfpeGion and-Readinefs all your 
Life after. | 


To 
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To conclude: My deareft Son, if 
Providence fee fit to grant you but 
good Health, and a Competency of 
Neceffaries and Conveniencies; and 
you for your part, faithfully and 
conftantly obferve thefe my Direct- 
ons, Counfels and Cautions; you can- 
- not fail of being Wife and Good, Uf- 

ful and Happy. | | 


Non poffidentem multa vocaveris 
Ree Beatum.  Re€tius occupat 
Nomen Beati, qui Deorum 

Muneribus fapienter uti ; 
Durdmq; callet Pauperiem pati ; 
Pejufq, Letho Flagitium timet. 

Non Ille. pro caris Amicis ; 
Aut Patria timidus perire. 


Horat. L, 4. Od. rx. 
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TO THE 


READER 


HIS Piece I Compiled for 
al the ufe of my only Son; 
~ pa| but becaufe it may poffibly 
be of fome Service to others 
= alfo, I was not unwilling 
to let the Publick fhare with him in it. 

My Defign is not to engage in Party- | 
Difputes, or any Controverfy whatfo- 
ever: but to Teach and Perfuade every 
one, to live peaceaply with all Men: to 
do good in bis Generation: to behave 
prudently in Profperity, and comfortably 
in Adverfity, that fo be may bave and 
enjoy as much true Pleafure and Hap- 
pinefs in this World, as bis Capacity 
and Station can poffibly admit of. 


It’s 
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It’s a Colleétion of Choice things, 
brought and laid clofe together without 
Method or Connexion. a 

As for Flights of Fancy, Points of 
Wit, Lropes of Figures, fweet Num- 
bers, Cadencies, and Periods, and all 
Sorts of Decorations and Embellifhments, 
they belong not to fuchWritings as thefe, 
and like Rubbifh in the Road, do but 
binder theCareer of a Reader’s thought: 
and are (rightly fpeaking) no part of 
the Treatife, becaufe they treat of no- 
thing. 

Avoiding therefore all thefe, and 
whatfoever is not direttly Sober and 
Serious, Ufeful and Pertinent, I intend 
bere to offer all fuch as pleafe to Perufe 
at, a plain Book, which is all and every 
part of it Book, and nothing but folid 
Book from beginning to End, 

Some of tt I claim for my own, as being 
the Refult of my Experience and Rea- 
foning , but the greater part is the Fruit 
of my Indufiry and Reading, for (as 
Seneca faith, Epift. 16.) Quicquid 
bené dictum eft ab ullo, Meum eft. It 
bat always been my Cuffom, that 


when 
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when ever EL light upon a fine Paffage 
in any Author, I take it out, and make 
at my OWN. - 

Iname not-the Books I extra& mine 
out of, becaufe I would keep in Awe 
my Malignant-Readers , for I fuppofe 
they will not be very eager of fighting, 
Andabatarum more, they know not 
whom, allin the dark. ‘And I muft let 
them know, that many of my Authors 
are Perfons of fuch great Worth, and 
eftablifh’d Reputation, that if a- vile 
Critic offer to faften upon them, he will 
come off like the Viper in. the Fable, 
that broke out his own Teeth, but ne- 
ver burt the File be thought to bave 
gnawed to pieces. : ‘ 

Here I give unto you the Wifdom of 
the Antients = —— and I would 

ain bave it be the richeft Legacy of 
a Kind, that ever yet was ae 
ed to the Publick. : 

Among my Morals, I have bere and 
there interfperfed divine Matters. and 


| foall n0t vouchfafe to make an Apology 


for fo doing, til my young Mafters, the 
ridiculing Wits of the Age, fairly make 
| aur, 


[ xiv J 
out, and undeniably prove, that-there 
zs no God, nor future State. 

Herein I have not taken upon me the 
Prefumption of Direéing, Counfelling 
and Cautioning Great Men, Politicians, 
Preachers, Pleaders, Warriors, &c. 
who muft not be fuppofed to need fuch 
Advice as I can furnifh out , nor yet to 
eager Worldlings , nor the ignoranteft 


and loweft of the -People: for (uch ne- - 


ver read Books, and ‘cannot be made 


wifer and better by mine: But to fuch — 


as are in a middle Station, between 
great Riches and great Poverty. And 


therefore nothing is to be looked for 


here, but what relates to common Men, 
and common Life. | | 

could have difpofed my Matters un- 
der proper Heads, and divided them 
into diftintt Chapters, and fo have 
brought them imo fuch plain Order as 
might have rendered all obvious and 
eafy : But I chofe rather to obferve no 
more Regularity or Method, than Na- 
ture hath in ftrewing of Flowers inthe 
Fields. Defigning thereby that the 
Reader fhould imitate the Induftry of the 


Bees, 


ye 
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Bees, that painfully fly all about to 
fearch for their Honey. 

If I bad made an Index (which I 
once thought of doing) it would bave 
flood me in a great deal of Pains, and 
muf? bave been unfiseably large for the 
Bulk of the Book, becaufe of the mul- 
titude of SubjeEs to be taken into it: 
And at laft would not have been tanti. 

For my fenfe of it is, that as a Man 
would not ftoop to take up Pearls, if 
they lay about like Hail; fo neither 
would he beftow the fetching in of In- 
firuétions, if they coft him no Labour. 
And if be bad nothing to do, but juft 
to turn over the Pages of a Table, to 
pick out bere and there a Tid-bit, he 
would in time grow fo lazy and delicate 
asnot to beflow chewing onit , andcon- 
fequently would never digeft nor convert 
zt into good Nouri/bment. 

I confefs I have not fo much regard- 
. ed Words and Expreffions, as Thoughts 
and Things ; and therefore you may 
perbaps frequently happen upon what 
you may deem Negligence of Style, but 
I am not very careful to excufe it: 

For 
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For truly I found it pains enough to di 
inthe Mines, and bring bome to you fA 
many Diamonds, and-could not ftand 
to polifh every rough one. 

If you chance upon divers Para- 
grapbs tending to the fame Purpofe, 
you may well think it fo happened, be- 
caufe I met with the fame Thought in 


feveral Authors, andeach of them had — 
dreffed it upin fuch Modes and Fafbi- 


ons as liked bim beft. | 

. And at this you ave not to take Of- 
fence, in regard that the doubling of it 
upon you can in no wife. prejudice yor, 
but may bave its good Ufe ; for as much 
as aView of the feveral Fronts and 
Sides (as I may fay) of a Notion will 
map it out uponthe Table of your Mind 
the plainer, and engrave it in your Mind 
the deepers - | | 
However, that I may not clog you too 
much with twice boiled Crambe; zn my 


Review for the Second Edition, Ibave 


weeded - out near Seventy fuch, and 

‘planted new ones in their flead. 
Poffibly you may fancy fome of thefe 
too low and trifling, and wilh they se 
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been left out, tho” others perbaps as 
wife as you, at the fame time may judge 
otherwife. — But be that as it will, you 


are not to reje& all for the fake of a 


few: for who but the arranteft Fool 


Dead, for he hath loft the Light- 


and Madman in the World would throw 


‘away a Bag of Guineas, becaufe be faw 


fome Counters among them ? 


All Mens Taffes are. not the fame ; 


‘therefore where any thing occurs that 


is not agreeable te yours, it will be good 
Manners in you to let it fland for other 
People; and reach to your felf fome- 
thing elfe that you like better: For I 
think I have providedVariety of Difbes, 
enough to gratify, and even compliment 
yours, and every other Man's Palate. 
If fome Paffages feem at firft fight 
contradiftions to others, judge not too 
faft ; it may be when you have confider’d 
better, you will find them, as they have 
different Reafons and Refpetts, recon- 
cileable enough; at leaft not thwarting, 
as Ecclefiafticus xxu. 11. Weep for the 


Make little weeping for the Dead, for 


‘be is at reft. 


. JT have 
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Ihave held throughout to the Words, 
Thou, Thee, Thy, Thine ; becaufe 
Ithought it proper Language for a Pa- 
rent to exprefs Familiarity and Kind- 
nefs, and for a Preceptor to maintain 
Superiority and Authority. And herein 


I follow our Tranflators of the Bible. 


My Son, give me THINE Heart. 
Iwill blefs THEE, Iam the Lord 
gy THY God. THovu fhalt have none 
- Other gods before me, 
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Vivere quifque Dit quaevrit, Bene vivere Nemo: 
At Bene quifque Poteft vivere. Nemo Diw. 


gm ISH not fo much to live long, as 
a to live well, 


Hour, throw not away a Minute. 
3 Beware of a fine Tongue, it 
will fting thee. | 
4 Be not concerned with what concerns not thee. 
5 Never be weary of well-doing. 
6 Fly Pleafure; and “twill follow thee. 
4 Think of eafe, but work on. 
8 Have a care how thy Tongue walks in ill 
sae St 
9 Pay what thou oweft; and fo thowlt know 
what’s thy own. : 
. i Go to bed with the Lamb, and rife with the 
ark, 
11 Wager not where thou maift lofe, but canft 
not win. 
42 Play with Children; but let the Saints alone. 
13 With it not done, but do it. | 
14 Never intreat a Servant to dwell with thee. 


15 O§ 


2 Since thou art not fure of an; 


15 Of two Evils, always chufe the leaft. 
16 Let no Day pafs without a Line. 
17 -Confult not too much, ’twill confound thee. 
18 Take the Daughter of a good Mother. 
ra Life will foon be paft; therefore {pend it 
Well. : 7 
20 Buy at a Market, and fell at Home. 
21 Chufe not a Friend over thy Cups. 
22 Break not thy Reft for what concerns thee 
Nor, | 
23 Never refufe a good Offer, things may alter. 
24 Bind fo as thou may’ft unbind. 
_--- 2§ Wink at fmall Faults; for thou haft great ones. 
. 26 Speak fair; and think what thou wilt. 
27 Lofe nothing for want of asking. | 
28 Do whatthou oughteft ; and come what can. 
29 Make not a Jeit of Truth. ae 
30 Never chide, or punifh for Anger; but A- 
-mendment- — > ae - : 
31 Be not provoked by Injuries to commit 
. them, os a - 
32 Do thou drive thy Bufinefs; let not that 
‘drive thee. | ee ee 
33 Take heed of a reconciled Enemy; and an 
untry’d Friend. | a, 
Ket Scorn Affronts: let Dogs Bark, and Affes 
ick, - Lg AS ge 
35 In all things, have an Eye to Safety. | 
‘ 36 Avoid melancholy, as thou would’{ft.an evil 
pirit. 


37 Remember, that Mirth and Mifchief are 


two things. _ oo 
38 If thou haft Wit and Learning, get-Wifdom 
and Modefty to it. : 
-~ 39 Permit nor thy felf to think of what thou 
may’ft not ac. 
40 If thou would’{t keep fafe, {peak ill of none: 
41 Have 
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41 Have nothing to do with Friends Enemies. 
42 While thou art eating and drinking, devour 
not Time alfo. 7 ; 
43 Give a grateful Man more than he asks. 
44 Buy not of a rich Man;nor fell to a Friend, —- - 
_ 45 Deny ftiffy; if thou denieft at all. 
- 46 Jeft fo as ic may not end in fad earneft. 
47 Eat to pleafe thy felf; wear cloaths to pleafe 
others. 
48 Do good, and mind not to whom: Do ill, 
and take heed. | 
49 Not only be good ; but alfo fhew thou art fo, 
50 Be not Partner with a Mifer. 
§1 Truft not him, who thinks thou haft wrong. 
ed him. | : 
we Pay all thou oweft; and thy Heart will leave 
aking. 
53 If thou giveft a Jeft, take a Repartee. 
54. Truft not him that feems a Saint. : 
$5 Tell not thy Secrets behind a Wallor Hedge. 
56 Praife thy Friend, and not thy felf. 
_ §7 Be not lazy; and thou fhalc have no occae - 
fion to with. ; | 
58 Lay up while young; and thou fhalt find it — 
when old. 7 , 
59 Speak well of the dead, who cannot anfwer 
for them{clves. | 
60 Let thy zeal for truth beconfiftent with Charity. 
G61 Chufe fuch Pleafures, as recreate much, and 
colt little. 
62 If thou diftrufteft thy felf; thou wert bef 
keep filence. 
63 Know the Secrets of thy own Houfe, but of 
no bodies elfe. ' 
64 Think upon the Reward of Sin; and fear the. 
Devil. ; 
65 Rather defpife Death than hate Life. 
66 Make 


\ 


\ 
1 
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-——66 Make no certain Promife of what is uncer- 
fain.. 


~ 67 Accufe not Fortune, when thou art’ in faule 


thy felf. 
68 At a good Table thou may’ft be at School. 
69 If thou canft not bear Evil, never think of 
Preterment. : . 
70 Ask enough; thou may’ft fall at pleafure. 
"71 Keep Flax from Fire; and Youth from Wine. 
_— 72 Better give one Shilling, then lend and lofe 
twenty. | 
73 Lay things by; they may come to ufe. 


74, Commend not thy Wife, Wine, nor Horfe. 


75 Beware of an ill Breed. 
76 Care not for what thou can’ft not have. 
77 Better buy dear to have of thy own, than 
borrow. fo me” ok | 
78 Be old betimes, that thou may’ft be fo long. 
79 In all Extremities fy Bafhfulness. 
80 Forget others Faults,and remember thy own. 
81 Better be alone, than in bad Company. 
82 Slight {mall Injuries, and they'll become none 
at all. 
_ 83 Think often what thou haft been; and what 
thou fhalt be. 
84. If thou wilt be cured of thy Ignorance, con- 
fef{ it. 
85 Frequent the World: folicude is a kind of 
Madnefs. - | 
86 Value thy felf,; if thou wouldeft be valued by 
others. 
87 Attempt nothing, for which thou dareft not 
pray to God. | 
88 Be more careful of thy Confcience; than of 
thy Eftate. _ : 
~89 Seck not to be Rich, but Happy. 


90 Exafperate none, when thou canft poffibly — 


avoid it. gt Bear 
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_ gt Beware of thofe, who call themfelves Friends. 
g2 Entertain no Thoughts, that blufh in Words. 
93 Keep thy Heart Clofe; and thy Counte- 

nance Open. 

94 Tella Friend his Faults; but do not blaze them. 

95 Word it with none; foolifh Hearts may be 
. kindled. 

96 Love thy Friend; but look to thy (elf. 

97 Give no Counfel to thofe that think they —— 
need it not. 

98 Meddle not, where thou haft nothing to do. 

99 Endeavour to make thy own Company plea- 

fant to thee. | 

1oo Envy no Man’s Talent; but Improve thy 

wn. 

1o1 Since Joys are fo uncertain; take Gladnefs 
when it comes. 
ioz Commit no Bufinefs of Importance to a 

Joker. 

_ 103 Never ufe defperate Remedies, but in def- 

perate Cafes. 

104 Be neither foolifhly Baihful, nor naufeoufly 

Confident. 

105 Take heed that thy Liberality prove not 
mere Vanity. | 

106 When thou haft no Obfervers, be afraid of 
thy Self. ; 

—~107 Look not into God’s Decrees: but his Com- 

mands. ; | 

108 Hate Vice, tho’ in thy beft Friend. 

109 Confider not fo much who {peaks, as what 
is Spoken. : 

110 Think how fad thou muft one Day be. 

111 Promife little, and do much; fo fhalr thou -~. 
have Thanks. 


112 Do nothing to Day, that thou wile repent 
of to Morrow. 


113 Bear 


\ 
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113 Bear with Evil and expect Good. \ 
114 Better pafs a Danger once, than be always 
in Fear. 
115 Ufethe Means, end truft God for Succefs. 
116 Think not to reform the Times by Mona- 
.ftical Rules. — 7 
i 117 Prove thy Friend, before thou haft need of 
im 


118 Take heed of being caught with good 
Words. ' 

119 Endeavour to do fo well that others may 
Envy thee for it. 

120 Do good to: thy felf, and thine; and then 
to others if thou canft. | 
- 121 Leta fturdy Beggar have a ftout Denial. 


122 Weigh thy Neighbour in the fame Ballance . 


with thy felf. 
. 123 Be fure of Matter of Fa@ before thou en- 
quireft into the Caufe. 

124 Never do that to Morrow, which thou 
canft as well do to Day. . 

125 Love other Men; Praife the Good, and 
Pity the Bad. . 

126 Make the beft of a bad Bargain, 

127 Beware of Had I wift. 


128 Study Sicknefs in Health; and old Age in . 


Youth. 
; 129 So Refpect others, as never to neglect thy 
felf. 
130 Do thy utmoft to rid thy felf of Contention. 
131 Be not hafly to outbid another. 7 
132 Forgive any fooner than thy feif. 
133 Spend and be free; but make no waft of 
thy Eftate. 
134 Fear the worft; the beft will fave it felf. 
135 Do as moft do; and few wiil {peak ill of 


thee. 
136 Take 


— ee 
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_ 336 Take Time while Time is; for Time will 
away. 

ae If thou angereft a Fool, look to thy felf. 

“~ 138 Remember there is a Witnefs every where. ~ 

139 Stay for Praife, till others give it. 

140 If thou wouldeft keep a Friend, make ufe 
of him. , 

141 Do as little as thou canft of things to be 
repented of. ° 
- < 142 At a great Penny-worth paufe a while. , 

143 Pay Servants their Wages, elfe they'll pay 
themfelves. 

144 When thou telleft News, engage not for 
the Teuth of it. 

. 145 Command thy Wealth, elfe that will com- 
mand thee. | . 

146 Believe not all are Evil, that are ill fpoken of. 

147 Boaft not thy felf of that which is another 
Man’s. 

148 Praife little, but difpraife lefs. 

149 Be merry without foolifh Laughter. 

150 Be thoughtful, but not heavy. 

151 Firft deferve, and then defire. 

152 Give to the Needy; yet not fo as to need 
thy felf. <a ; 

153 Avoid being Arbitrator between two of thy 
Friends. | 

154 Be not too much out-done in Courtefy. 

155 Read much, but not many things. 

156 In all Difputes take care to come off hand- 
fomly. | | 
157 Never gratify, nor promife much in a jolly 
Hour. 
~ 1§8 Take care for the Future, fo as to enjoy 
the Prefent, 

159 Let not thy Sincerity degenerate into Sim- 


plicity. 
 #B oe 160 Let, 


fee ne 
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160 Let not thy Widom run into bafe Craft. 
161 Neither hear, nor tell Secrets. | 
162 Accuftom thy felf to do well upon all oc- 
cafions. | . 
163 Confent to common Cuftom, but not to 
common Folly. 
164 Meddle not with others Bufinefs, and thy. 
own will go well. 
. 165 Love moft, pity fome, hate none. 
166 Be fo true to thy felf, as not to be falfe to 
cthers. : 
167 Truft thy felf, and another fhall not betray 
ee 


168 Have but little to do; but do it thy lf 
and do ic well. 

169 In Life, be rather bountiful than prodigal. 
. 170 Take as much care to blame thy felf, as to 
reproach others. 

171 Give Tribute, but not Oblations to human 
Wifdom. 

172, Imitate a good Man, but don’t counterfeit 
him. 

173 Never provoke thofe who are eafily able to 
undo thee. : 

174, Efpoufe not quickly the Quarrels of Rela- 
tions or Friends. : 

175 Let the News thou telleft be rather ftale 
than falfe. a . 

176 Thou art God’s Patient; prefcribe not to 
thy Phyfician. | | 

177 In things that muft be, thou muft be refo- 


e. 

173 Either be filent, or {peak fomething that is 
better. : 
_ 1979 Deliberate long of what thou canft do but 
oncg. : 


= . 180 Fed 
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180 Believe me: New Favours feldom cancel 
old Injuries. 

181 Give thy Purfe, rather than thy Time. 

182 Lay by a Referve for Accidents and Age. 

183 Rather fly to a Friend than a Brother for 
a Kindnefs. : : | 

184 Keep not a Servant out of Kindnefs, buttéd —— 
do thy Bufinefs. 

185 Offer not at every thing, for then thou'lt . 
excel in Nothing. 
~ 186 Tell not thy Secret to thy Servant, he'll thea —~ 
be thy Matter. 

187 Guard thy felf once from thy Enemy, but 
twice from thy Friend, 

188 Let no ill Reports difcourage thy good 
Actions. | 

189 Ufe thy felf to the beft Rules, but be no 
Slave to them. . 

190 Live in the World, as if thou meanedft to 
leave it. 

191 Spare when thou art Young, and {pend 
when thou art Old. : 
— 192 Search others for their Virtues, and thy {elf 
for thy Vices. 

193 Do well, and boaft not: Win Honour, and 
wear it well. 

194 Have many Acquaintance, one Friend, and 
no Enemy. 
195 Do it well, that thou may’ft not do it twice. 
A 96 Refift at firft, and thou fhalt overcome at 
aft. 
197 Let not the Courtier in thee fupplant the 
Frierd. 

198 If thou intendeft to keep it fecret, tell it 
moc me. 

199 Valk better, or hearken more. 

200 borrow not too much upon time to come. 

B 2 - 203 Le}. 
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“201 Let thy Trouble tarry, till its Day comes’ 


202 Keep thy Tongue, if thou wouldeft keep - 


thy Friend. 
203 Sacrifice not thy Confcience to God Mam- 
mon. 
204 Let not thy Virtue be troublefome to the 
Company. : 
205 Ceafe to be vicious, and thou'lt ceafe to 


ar. 
206 Do all thou canft to be good, and thou'lt: 


be fo. : 


207 Endeavour for the beft, and provide againft ' 


the worft. 


208 Pretend not to govern others, till thou canft 


tule thy felf. 
209 Act as if God were at one hand, and Death 
at the other. : 


felf. : 7 
— arz Let Juftice hold the Balance, and Mercy 
turn the Scale. 

212 Make other Mens Shipwrecks thy Sea~ 
marks. 


213 It’s wife not to feek a Secret, and honeft: 


not to reveal it. 

214 Better break thy Word, than do worfe in. 
keeping it. 

215 Come not to Counfel uncalled. 


~ 216 If thou would’ft have it done, Go; if not, 


Send. | 
217 Do it well, and none will ask how long 
"rwas a doing. | 
~ 218 Leave the Court before that leave thee. 
219 Do the likelieft, and hope the betft, 
220 Believe not all that fay they pity thee. 


221 Write with the Learned, and pronounce 


with the Vulgar. | sass 
= 4 ) 222 Pick 


219 Reveal not all, but keep a Referve for thy 


4) - pe — ee a eee 
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222 Pick not Mifery out of another's Profpe- 
rity. 7 
ae Dare to be Good, though the World laug 
at thee. - 
224 Rather fuffer wrong, than do it. 
225 Better ftay at home, than travel with 
Thieves. 
226 Lay not out thy Money to buy Repentance. 
227 Think not to reap in Seed-time, or fow in 
Harvett. 
228 Be induftrious, but not affected in fhewing 
thy Abilities. 
229 Infule not a Man, when thou haft got the 
better of him. 
~ 230 Count like a Sew, but pay like a good 
Chriftian. . 
231 Spend the Day well, and thou'lt rejoyce at 
Night. 
232 If thou wouldeft be born with, bear with - 
others. — | | 
233 When thou doft ill, don’t excufe it worfe. 
234 Defire nothing, but what thou knoweift th 
{elf capable of, and fit for. 
235 Lofe not Opportunities, and happy Mi- 
nutes. 
ty 236 Have not to do with any Man in his Paf- 
ion. 
237 Either live, or dye with Honour. 
238 Marry above thy Match, and thou'lt get a 
Maiter. 
~ 239 Pray to God to help thee, and then put 
thy Hand to the Work. 
240 Seek much, and get fomething; {eek litte, - 
and get nothing. 
241 Do good, if thou expecteft to receive any. 
' 242 Stay a while to make an end the fooner. 


B 3 243 Wh 
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243 When Fortune promifes, take her at her 
- Word. 

244 Let it not be openly difcover'd, that tho 
art fecret. 

245 Weigh right, and fell dear. 

the Do as well as thou canft; and thou doeft 
well. 

247 In mix’d Company fay nothing againft any 
one’s Sentiment. : 

248 Pay well, and thou wilt never want Work- 
men. 
—- 249 Rather go to Bed fupperlefs, than rife in 
Debt 


250 Be a Friend to thy felf, and others will be 
_ fo too. 
251 Try how the Ice will bear, before thou ven- 
tureft too far. 
252 Do well, and fear neither Man nor Devil. 
253 In all things, take care to end: well. 
254. Command foolifhly, and thou fhalt be o- 
beyed accordingly. ‘ 
255 If thou giveft cuftomarily to the Vulgar, 
thou’lt buy conftant Trouble. 


‘ 


256 At certain times, let a Book ferve inftead o £ 


Company. 

257 Servants fhould put on Patience, when they 
put on Liveries. | 

258 Avoid Singularity ; it’s inconfiftent with Ci- 
vil Society. 

259 Love nothing fo violently, as to let the Lofs 
of it undo thee. 

260 Excufe not thy Fault; for that is commit~ 
. ting of it twice. 

261 Put not thy Hand between Brethren; they 
will fall upon thee. 

262 Spit not againft Heayen, *twill fall back in 
thy own Face, _ | 
263 Search 


,7 ea eo? 
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263 Search not a Wound too deep; left thou 
‘make it worfe. 
264 Defire Panegyrick, but play not the Orator 
thy felf. 
265 Employ thy Time well, if thou meaneft to 
gain Leifure. 
266 Make Confcience of little Sins, and thoult 
avoid the greater. 
267 Study more how to dye, than how to live. 
268 Evermore create as few Troubles to thy 
felf, as thou canft. : 
269 Stand thou upright, tho’ the World, turn 
upfide down. . | | 
270 Seek till thou findeft, and thou'lt rot lofe 
thy Labour. 
—271 Keep good Company, and the Devil will 
not dare to make one. | 
272 Take heed of {wallowing Honey Words 
too faft. 
273 Read not Books alone, but Man alfo; and 
chiefly thy felf. . 7 
274 Then only doeft thou begin to live, when 
thou art got above the Fears of Death. 
275 Prize not thy felf for what thou haft, but 
for what thou doft. 
276 Never deny a Pardon, that hurts not the. 
Giver nor Receiver. : 
277 Beas careful of what thou fay’ft, as of whas 
thou haft. i 
278 Let another Man’s Paffion be a Lecture to 
thy Keafon. 
279. Do not, even thy Enemy, all the Difcourte- | 
fies thou canft. ! 
‘ 280 If any praifethee, yet remember to be thy 
own Judge. 
281 If thou wilt not be counfelied, thou canft 
not be helped. —— 
B4 282 Let 


Ci4] | 
~282 Let not thy Will roar, when thy Power can 
but whifper. 
283 If thou putteft on the publick Gown, put 
off the private Perfon. 
284 Retrench thy Defires, inftead of increafing 
. thy Subftance. | 
— 285 If thou injureft Confcience, ’twill have its 
Revenge upon thee. 
286 Obferve Seafons, elfe thou wilt over-run 
Oprortunities. 
287 Be not fo angry, as to give thy felf a Box 
on the Ear. A 
_ 283 When thou haft no Friend near, thou may fe 
praife thy felf. a 


2&9 Hear not ill of a Friend, nor fpeak any of | 


an Enemy. 

290 Whenever thou art injur’d, put a good Face 
upon the Matter. | 
291 Never deceive a Friend, unlefs it be ap- 
parently for his good. : 

292 Deferve well, and there’s room enough in 
the World for Praife. 

293 Employ not a great deal of Care and Ex. 

actnels about a Trifle. 
_ (294 When thou buyeft, fufpect Ornaments and 
Commendations. 

295 Difpofe not thy felf to much Eafe, but to 
much Patience. 

296 Always {peak Truth; but not at all times 
the whole Truth. | 

297 If thou meaneft to give, fay not, Wilt thou 

have this ? 

298 Be ready to doall ordinary Kindnefs to all 

en. 


‘299 Be not fo much at the Devotion of others; 
as Not to be at thy own. 


300 Ven- 
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_ ,300 Venture thy Opinion, but not thy felf for 
thy Opinion. | 
301 If thou promifeft, Delay not; for that lofeth 
all Thanks. | | : 
302 Never ask Advice, unlefs thou meaneft to 
weigh it. = 
303 Keep good Company, and thou- fhalt be 
one of the Number. 
304 Win Game of thy Friend, and drink out 
the Winning prefently. 
305 Love thy Friend with all his Faults; no bo- 
dy hath Perfection. 
306 Be affured thou wilt never get thy Revenge 
upon a great Man. : 
307 Rely not on another, when thou canft as 
well do it thy felf. 
308 Keep Company with fuch as may make 
thee wifer and better. 
309 Let the Bent of thy ‘Thoughts be to mend 
‘thy felf, rather than the World. 3 
310 If thou wouldeft enjoy much Peace, fre- 
quently think over thy own Concerns. | 
__ 311 Be fuch an one in thy Life, as thou wilt 
wifh to be at Death, : 
312 No Man is without Faults; yet endeavour 
thou to have none. 


13 In many things, Audi, Vide, Tace, Hear, — 


See, and hold thy Tongue. 

314 Yield to Reafon where-ever it appears: 
Reafon is a facred thing. 

315 Be filent where Reafon is not regarded, and 
Truth is diftaftful. | _s 

316 Marry thy Sons when thou wilt, thy Daugh- 
ters when thou cantft. 

317 Be neither too fevere, nor too merciful : 
Chufe a Rational Mean. 


B 5 318 Let 


4 { 16). 
318 Let not thy Obfervation of others’ hinder 
thee from examining thy {elf. | 
319 If thou wilt reap Comfort in Adverfity, fow 
it in Profperity. | 
_ 320 Begin to be good betimes: Thou canft not 
‘pe too good, nor too foon good. 
321 Fill the hungry Poor with good things, and 
‘thou fhalt never want Bread. 
322 Thou fhouldeft ask the World leave, before 
thou commendeft thy felf. | 
323 Believe not all thou heareft, nor fpeak alk 
thou believeft. | 
324 Make God thy Friend, and then it’s no 
‘gatter who is thy arg | 
325 In Controverfy, fay not afl thou canft, but 
‘all that is neceffary. 
326 Bear witnefs rather againft Friendfhip than 
‘Truth. 7 
= . 329 Cloath thy felf beneath thy Ability, thy 
‘Children according to it, thy Wife above it. 
328 Make not thy Friends too cheap to thee, 
nor thy felf to thy Friend. 
329 Freely receive Courtefies, where thou know~ 
‘eft how to requite them. 
330 Wouldeft thou find out Secrets, feck them 
in Grief and in Pleafure. 
331 Marry thy Daughters betimes, left they mar- 
ry themfelves. 
332 Let a Horfe drink where he will, but not 
when he will. 7 
333 Give not others ill Words, they will prove 
railing at thy felf. 
334 If thou wouldeft know a Man, lay his Words 
and Actions together. 
335 Let thy Gifts be fuch as thy Friend delights 
in. : 


336 Learn 


~e. 


: fa 


~— 348 Out of thy Acquaintance chufe Familiars : 


Out of thofe pick a Friend. | 

349 Employ not all thy Capacity, nor fhew all 
thy Strength at every turn. : 

350 Be not too much obliged to any Man; but 
leaft of all Great Men. 

351 Endeavour more to know thy felf, than to 
be known by others. 

352 Be content to accept of Truth, though it 
comes from the Father of Lies. 

353 Affect not being much feen, and Men will 
lefs fee thy Weaknefs. 


354 Mi- 
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354 Miftruft no Man without Caufe, nor becre- 
dulous without Proof.. : 
5 In Company reftrain Paffion: Hearken 
-amuch, and fpeak little. 
356 Bear with Patience what thou canft not re- 
medy with Prudence. 
"35% If thou contendeft with Fools, thou'lt be in: 
the fame Parallel. 
358 Suppofe all the Auditors Enemies, when 
thou difpraifeft any. 
359 Let not Ceremony, or Civility, at any 
time hinder Bufinefs. 
360 Truft not him entirely, ortoo foon, whom 
thou haft difobliged. 
361 Believe not eafily ill Reports concerning 
either thy {elf, or others. 
362 Search not Authors, to fay what thou canft 
as well fay thy felf. 
363 Be not fo much afhamed of an indecent, 
as of a criminal thing. . 
-. 364 Be afhamed to do, what thou wouldeft be 
afhamed to be taken in. 
365 Ac nothing in furious Paffion ; it’s putting 
to Sea in a Storm. | 
366 That which thou defigneft to do well, {peedi- 
ly put in Practice. 
. 367 Labour not to inform a proud Man; ’twill 
but make him thy Enemy. 
368 Neither praife nor difpraife, till feven Chrift- 
maffes be over. 
369 Get what thou canft of a bad Paymafter, 
though it be but a Straw. | 
370 If thou wouldeft make a good Will, make 
it in time of Health. 
371 Drive notroo many Ploughs at one time; 
fome will make foul Work. 
~ 372 Set not up for a Critick; for that is giving 
a Challenge to the whole World. 373 Give 
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323 Give not up thy {elf to Indolence: Want 
of Care is want of Virtue. 
374 Learn how to refufe Favours. This is a 
great and very ufeful Art. 
375 Shun Engagements. This is one of the 
chief Maxims of Prudence. 
376 Be ready to hear Counfel: Quick to con- 
trive, but flow to ‘ake ae 
_377 Nothing but Truth before the Face: No- 
thing but Good behind the Back. 
378 If thou art a Matter, be fometimes Blind; 
if a Servant, fometimes Deaf. 
379 Never tell what thou oweft, what thou haft, 


or what thou canft do. 


380 In Cafes of Importance, if thou canft not 
fay enough, fay nothing. 

381 Maintain thy Opinions without Heat, and 
hear others without ‘Trouble. | 


— 382 If thou haft not Senfe enough to fpeak, 


have Wit enough to hold thy Tongue. 
383 Tell a Friend a Lye, and if he keep Coun- 
fel, thou mayft tell him the Truth. 
84 Be refpectful before the Learned, and filent 
before the Ignorant. | 
85 Make the Night Night, and the Day Day; 
aa thou'lt live well. 


be good our felves. 
87 Keep out of Frays, and fo thou'lt be nei- 


_ ther Principal nor Witnefs. | | 
388 If thou art cheated by a great Man, lofe 


thy Money, and fay nothing. 

389 Bear patiently with the Defects of others, 
and labour to amend thy own. 

390 Play not about the utmoft Limits of Good; 
thou’lt be apt to skip over into Evil. 


391 Send 


ern 


ans Let us lay afide Fathers and Grandfathers, . 
an 
3 
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391 Send not up to God fuch Prayers, as thou 
dareft not publifh to the World.. 
392 There will quickly be an end of thee. 
Think what will become of thee hereafter. | 
393 To him that can take away what thou haft, 
~ give readily what he asketh. 


394 Take no part with Scandalizers; thou know- 


eft not thy Turn among them. 

395 Rejoice not at the Fall of thy Enemies: 

thou knoweft not thy own End. 
' 396 Grieve not at thy prefent Condition; but 
labour to amend jit, or bear it. 7 

397 Labour as much to cure thy felf of a Fault, 
as thou wouldeft of a Fever. 
~ “398 If thou makeft others afraid of thy Wit, 
thou hadft need be afraid of their Memory. 

399 Confider not fo much with whom to be 
converfant, as of whom to beware. | 

409 Pray not fo much for fair Weather or Rain, 
as thac thou mayft deferve it. 
- 401 Thou canft not enjoy all things, therefore 
deny thy felf many things. 

402 Let the Bufinefs of the World be thy Cir- 
cumference, but thy felf the Centre. 

403 Make not ah Excufe before it be time; for 
that is to accufe thy felf. | 

404 If thou wouldeft be efteemed, efteem not 
thy felf fo as to contemn others. 

405 Envy not thofe that know more than thy 
felf ; bur pity any that know lefs. 

406 Confider nor what might have been done, 
but what is now to be done. » 

407 Tf thou interdeft to grant, ftay not till Im- 
portunizy wre(tic fron: thee. 

408 Whatever thou fecit laudable in others, en- 
deavour to attain thy felt. | 


409 In. 
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409 In thy Choice of Company, let not thy Af- 
fection fhame thy Judgment. 

410 Benot thy own Parafite; then "twill be eafy 
to efcape others Flattery. | 

411 So live with Men, as if God faw thee: So 
pray to God, as if Men faw thee. 

412 Read, but flight not Meditation; and me- 
ditate, but flight not Reading. 

413 Do thou but do thy beft, and then thou 
may’{t defy the Devil to do his worft. | 

414 ‘Thou canft not fpend ny Time better, than 
in learning how to {pend it well. . 
415 Whatever thou undertakeft, fo do it, as if it 
were to come to the Knowledge of all Men. 
| ns Let thy Prayers be as frequent as thy Wants, 
and thy Thankfgivings as thy Bleffings. 

417 Govern thy Life and Thoughts, as if the 
aes World were to fee the one, and read the 
other. st 
" 418 Give as thou wouldeft receive, chearfully 
and quickly, without hefitation or bargaining. _ 

419 Truft not to the Kindnefs of the common 
People ; there is no Faith or Conftancy in them. 

420 Never condemn a Friend unheard, without 
letting him know his Accufer or Crime. 

421 Pardon all Offences, where there is any fign 
of Repentance, and hope of Amendment. _ 

422 Look as much into the Intention of him 
that praifes thee, as of him ‘hat calumniates thee. 


~ 423 If thou haft a loitering Servant, fend him —— 


of thy Errand juft before Dinner. 

424 If one {peaks thee ‘air, and loves thee not; 
fpeak him fair, and truft him net. 

425 Never efpoufe a bad Caufe in fpight to an 
Adverfary, who hath taken the better Side. 

426 Count the World not an Inn, but an Hofpi- 
tal ; and a Place not to live in, but to dye in. 

427 Mea- 


\ 
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427 Meature the Ends of all Counfels, though 
uttered by never fo intimate a Friend. 
428 Sufpect every Act of an Enemy, tho’ there 
appears no apparent Reafon for it. 
429 Do all thou canft to take care of thy flf; 
but without difturbing Anxiety. 
430 If thou wilt break with the World, and be 
eminently good, expect the Lafhes of ill Tongues. 
431 If thou ‘veh thy felf to be the Companion 
of Vice, in the end thoult be the Slave of ir. 
432 Examine thy felfnarrowly, if thy own Cour- 
fes are ee oy os - thy eae sig 
ropote goo ings, follow go oun- 
fais, and fave the reft to Providence: : 7 
. 434 If thou intendeft to borrow any thing a fe- 
cond time, ufe it well the firft, and {peedily return 


it. 

435 Upbraid not any one witha Kindnefs grant- 
ed; for that turns a Benefit into an Injury. 
- 436 Be doing always fomething, that the Devil 
catch thee not at leifure for him. 

437 Venture not to the utmoft Bounds of even 
lawful Pleafures: The Limits of Good and Evil 


oin. : 
: 438 Never affirm any thing but what thou art 
very well affured of; elfe thou art not fafe. 
- 439 Lend Money to an Enemy, and thou'lt gain 
him: Lend to a Friend, and thou'lt lofe him. 

440 When thou obeyeft thy Superior, thou in- 
ftructeft thy Inferior. 

1 When thou art calm again, review, examine 

and rectify what thou didft amifs in PafMfion. 

442 With-hold not thy Money where there is 
need, and wafte it not where there is nonce. 

443 Thou wert better pay, and have litle left; 
than to keep much, and be always in debt. 


444 Ho- 
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~ 444, Honour the Good, that they may lovethee 5 - 
be civil to the Bad, that they may not hurt thee. 
445 Be not niggardly in what cofteth thee no- 
thing; as Counfel, Countenance, and the like. 
446 Reward a good Servant well; and rather —— 
quit a bad one, than difquiet thy felf with him. 
447 Mix Kindnefs with Authority, and rule ra- 
ther by Difcretion than Rigor. 
448 There is no need, that for the avoiding of 
a Lie thou fhouideft fall into Indifcretion. 
449 Never enter into hot Difputes concerning 
Points of Religion, or State Affairs. 
450 Live in perfect Peace with all Men, and 
then thou wilt live the Life of Angels. 
451 Promife thy felf not to live long in Peace, 
if thou converfeft with a Liar. | 
— 452 Meafure not Men by Susdays, without re- 
garding what they do all the Week after. 
453 Wouldeft thou not be a Fool in others 
Conceit? Be not wife in thy own. 
454. Obferve thy felf as thy greateft Enemy would 
do; fo fhalt thou be thy greateit Friend. 
' 455 If thou wouldeft live till thau art old, live 
as if thou wert to dye young. : 
456 Have a perpetual Amity for thy Friend; but 
love and efteem Virtue more than him. | 
457 Reflect not on Perfons in promifcuous Com- 
pany ; thou knoweft not whom thou difobligeft. 
458 Let no Obligation to thy Friend engage thee 
to difpenfe with thy Confcience, or do any thing 
unworthy for his fake. 
459 Thirft after Defert, not Reward. He is 
got a great way, that is got thus far. 
460 Do a Kindnefs to a Perfon of Merit, and 
thereby thou’lt do thy felf a greater. 
461 If thou defireft to build up thy own For- 
tune, fet early about it. 
a 462 Pluck 


_ Satiety, and makes thee cheap. 
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462 Pluck up Courage enough to follow the 

ent of thy own Reafon. 

463 If the Counfel be good, thou needeft not 
ftand confidering whence it came. 

464 Rely not too much upon the Honefty of 
untry’d Men; for nothing will undo thee more. 

465 Be willing to deferve without Praife, rather 
than to do ill with Commendation. . 

466 Repeat not what may hure a Man, unlefs it 
be a greater Hurt to others to conceal it. 

467 Liften to all the World, that thou mayf 
not be ignorant of any of thy Fauits. 

468 Let thy Child’s firft Leffon be Obedience ; 
and the fecond may be what thou wilt. | 

469 In reading, mind not fo much the Narra- 
tive Part, as the Bufinefs of the Hiftory. 
— 470 When thou art bufy, let it not be as Do« 
mitian was, in catching of Flies. 

471 It’s good in Writing, that thou leave the beft 
Bit for the aft. | 

472 Borrow not of thy Friend, if thou defireft 
to preferve his Friendfhip. 

473 Ask not thy Friend for a Cloak, when he 
is out inthe Rain with thee. 

474 If thy Friend hath been true to thee in Money 
Matters, thou mayft truft him in others. __ 

475 Never venture uponan illthing, but where 
thou art fure God and Confcience cannot feethee. 

476 Be not too much in any thing: It creates 

477 In dealing with fubtil Men, interpret their 
Speeches by their Intereft, Aims and Ends. 

478 Lofe not thy own for want of asking for ir 5 
*rwill get thee no Thanks. 

479 In giving, confider what Thing, to whom, 


-how, where, when, and wherefore thou givett. 


480 If 
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480 If thou difpraifeft him whom thou hateft ; 
fhew it not to the Company that thou art his Enemy. 

48t Be not afhamed to be accounted fingular, 
for doing that which thou art affured is thy Duty. 

482 Bring thy felf to that pafs, that thy Happi- 
nefs may not depend upon another’s Judgment. 

483 Take heed of a pouting Lip; it’s almoft al- 
ways a Sign of a furly and morofe Humour. 

484 Say not all thou knowelt, not cenfure all 
thou feeft, if thou wouldeft live in Peace. 

485 Thou art not only to chufe the leaft of ne- 
ceffary Evils; but out of all Evils to extract fome- 
thing that is Good. . | 
__ 486 Among Familiars ufe common Terms and 

Expreffions; not fuch as are too far-fetched, or af- 
fected. i : 
437 Never contradict, or even contend with one 
that is foolith, proud, pofitive, tefty; or.with a Su- 
perior, or a Clown, in matter of Argument, 

488 Either frequent not the Company of great - 
- Perfons, or learn to {peak according to their Incli- 
nations. | 

489 Reject every Temptation ag the firft A ffault, 
and the Conqueft will be eafy and certain. 

490 Account it no Difgrace to be cenfured of 
te Men, whofe Favours would be no Credit to 
thee. 

— 491 Addict not thy felf to Poetry. Reputation 
is much oftner loft than gained by Verfe. 

492 Contra& perfect Bove with honeft Men; 
but yet be not at ods with, others. 

493 Never make thy felf a Friend of a Politi- 
: a or artful Man: He will work only for him- 
elf. 

494 Accufe not one that is not prefent to anfwer 
for himfelf; It’s a poor, fheaking, cowardly, bafe 


‘Trick, 
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495 Be refolute in this Do well for the Love 


of Virtue, and not for the Fear of an evil Re- 
port. 


496 Endeavour to have a comely Grace in hold- , 


ing thy Peace, and a lively Force in {peaking. 
--., 497 Firft get an abfolute Conqueft over thy 
{clf, and then thou wilt cafily govern thy Wife. 

498 Be neither too early in the Fafhion, nor too 
long out of it, nor at any time too precifely in 
it. 

— 499 Pray often, becaufe thou finneft often. Re- 
pent quickly, becaufe thou may’ft dye fuddenly. 

500 What Counfel thou giveft to another, regi- 
fter carefully ; and when the Cafe is thy own, fol- 
low it. 

501 At {pare Hours read; but be fure ufe Cau- 

’ tion in thy choice of Books: elfe ’tis time {pent in 
ill Company. 

502 ‘Thou may’ft efteem a Man of many Words 
and many Lies much alike. 

§03 Though the World be wicked, yet thou 
oughteft to perfevere in Well-doing, even among 
and to wicked Men. 

504 Have a careof long and obftinate Difputes ; 
*tis eafier not to begin them, than to put an end 
to them. 


505 Give freely to him that deferveth well, and 7 


ea nothing; and that is a way of giving to thy 
elf. : , 
506 Give no improper Gifts; as Arms toa Wo- 
oe Books to a blind Man, or Nets to a Stu- 
ent. 
507 It ought to be thy care above all things here 
below, to make thy Life truly pleafant. 
'~. 508 Engage not fo far in any Party, as to make 
its Quarrels thine. - 


509 Work 


———- eee 
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“ g09 Work as though thou wert to live ever: 

Worfhip as if thou wert to dye prefently. 
‘sto Ufe thy felf to do good Turns. Count up 

all, and thou wile not lofe by it at laft. | 

511 When thou receiveft a Kindnefs, remem- 
ber it: When thou reftoreft one, forget it. 
~. 512 Endeavour rather to getthe Approbation of - 
a few good Men, than the Huzza of the Mob. 

. §13 Refufe not Counfel; it’s neither a Diminu- 
tion of thy Grandeur, nor a Sign of Incapacity. 

514 Conceit not fo high a Notion of any, as to 
be baihful and impotent in their Prefence. 

515 It’s prudent not to give all the Reward at. 
once; for Dependance had need be kept up. , 

516 If the Evil come fram Heaven above, ufe 
Patience; if from the World below, Prudence. 

517 Purchafe not Friends by Gifts; when thou | 
ceafeft to give, fuch will ceafe to love. 

518 Shake not off thy Spleen and Reafon to- 
gether: and cure not Melancholy with Madnefs. 

519 Undertake nothing but what is feafible; and 
before thou engageft, ask thy felf, What if my De- 
fen mifcarry ? 

520 Speak no more to a Stranger, than thou. 
wouldeft have publickly known. | 

g21 If thou beeft Poor, do not fancy it’s only 
for the Rich, who have little elfe to do, to be re- 
ligious and godly. | - 

522 If thy Debtor be really Infolvent, do not 
_ him to get that which will not ruin thee to 

ofe. 

§23 Contradic& not to vex others; that fhews 
an ill Temper, and provokes moft Perfons, but 
profits no body. 

524 Permit not thy feif to go beyond, or de- 
fraud thy Brother in any Matters for the Lord is 
the Avenger of all fuch. eo 
| 525 Take 


— 
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525 Take heed: Moft Men will cheat without 


Scruple, where they can do it without Fear. 

§26 Admonifh thy Friend in fecret; and make 
him confider thou doft it fo; but commend him 
openly. 

527 Never let Paffion or Malice make thee re- 
veal that, which Love and Friendfhip before bound 
‘thee to conceal. 

§28 Perform good and virtuous Actions, though 
thou art affured they fhall never come to the 
World’s Eye. 3 

529 Thou may’ft be more prodigal of Praife 
when thou writeft a Letter, than when thou {peak- 
eft in Prefence. | 

530 Never make queftion of fpeaking, when 
os haft any thing to offer that is better than Si- 

ence. 
- 531 Give not thy Enemy Defpair; for it is a 
eapon more dangerous than Valour it felf. 

$32 Affitt the afflicted, if well thou canft: for 
as for Tears they are but Drops of Water: What 
good can they do? 

$33 Accuftom not thy felf to find Faults with 
other Mens Actions; thou art not bound to weed 
their Gardens. 

534 If thy Eftate be but {mall, come feldom in- 
to Company; but when thou doft, let thy Money 
go she 
—~ §35 If vulgar Opinion hath lighted the Lamp 
of thy Name; fupply it with thy own Oil, left ic 
go out and ftink. 

_>-§36 In the difaftrous Accidents of our Lives; 
when our own Strength and Endeavour cannot 
help us, Patience may. | 


§37 Meafure Favours by the Motives and real 


Effects, not by external Demonftrations and Ap- 
pearances. 


wat 
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- 838 Be not over defirous to be feared: If thou 
exceedeft the true Meafure, thou wilt become 
odious. | | 

539 If thou groweft difcontented, and falleft 
out with the World, thou’lt take thy Revenge up- 
on thy felf. | 7 

540 If ever thou affecteft Injuftice, let it be in 
this, that thou mighteft do Courtefies, and receive 
none. | 

541 Be not too familiar with thy Servants; at ~~ 
firft ic may beget Love, but in the end ’twill breed 
Contempt. _ 

542 Infult not upon the Affliction of another; 
tis Bafenefs in refpect of the World, and it’s Im- 
piety in refpect of God. a | 

543 Thou may’ft hate thy Enemies Vices and 
ill Conditions; yet love his Perfon, both as he is a 
Man, and thy Brother. | 
444 Defpife nothing becaufe it feems weak: 
The Fly and Locuft have done more hurt than 
ever the Bears and Lions did. | 

545 Wanquifh thy own Wifhes and Defires, and 
the Chariot of Triumph belongs more truly to 
thee than to Cefar. 

546 Let Friendfhip creep gently to an height; 
if ic rufh to it, it may foon run itfelf out of Breath. 

547 Be not eafily exceptious, nor rudely fami- 
liar; the one will breed Contention, the other Con- 
tempt. | : . 

548 When thou heareft any defamed, do it with 
an averfe Ear, and declining Heart; and leave the 
Relator to himéelf. | 

- §49 Let fome few Friends and Books, a chear- - 
ful Heart and-innocent Confcience, be thy con~ 
{tant Companions. - | 
-550 Buy what thou haft no need of; and e’re 
Jorg thou fhale fell what thou canft not be yar 

551 In 


~~ 
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gs In avoiding of Affectation, have a fpecial 
Care not to fall into it, by affecting not to be af- 
fected. 
552 With Strangers thou oughteft to ufe Cere- 
monies; but let them be banifh’d from among 
Friends. 


* §53 Think with thy-felf what good will it be to - 


thee, to have an hundred times more than thou 
canft ufe. | 

554 Refufe not to hear the Advice even of a 
Servant or a poor Man, though thou followeft it 
not. 
§55 If thou wouldeft conceal thy Secret from 
thine Enemy, reveal it not to thy Friend. 

556 If thou letteft a Fool play with thee at 
home; he'll do fo with thee in the Market too. 

- §§7 Thou may’ft be more happy than ever was 
Alexander and Cefar, if thou wilt be more virtu- 
ous. 

558 Endeavour to live fo as not to be feared of 
thy Inferiors, nor to be defpifed of thy Superiors. — 

559 In bargaining, thou art to avoid not only 
what is falfe, but alfo that which deceives. 

--§60 If thou wouldeft pleafe the Ladies, thou 
muft endeavour to make them pleafed with thems 
felves. 

561 Never expect any Affiftance or Confola- 
tion in thy Neceffities from drinking Compani- 
ons. | 

562 If thou wilt live comfortably, let God 
alone with his Providence, and Men with their 
Rights. : 

- 563 When thy Hand hath done a good Ad, 
ask thy Heart whether ic was well done. 

564. Make not too much of any Man at firft, 
becaufe thou canft not hold out that proportion. 


565 Speak 
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565 Speak not ill of thy Neighbour, lef thou 
hear that which will not fail to trouble thee. — 

566 Thou may’ft believe a Man when he pro- 
mifes what may turn to his own Advantage. 

567 If a Matter doth not entirely pleafe; yet if 
thou canft forbear being much troubled at it, it 
€annot much hurt thee. | 

$68 Do well, and thou fhalt be well fpoken of; 
if not now, yet by thofe that fhall come after. 

§69 If thou wouldeft try any one’s virtuous Ge- 
nerofity, commend him to his Face: See how he 
takes ir. 

570 In time of Affault, look about thee where 
thy Weaknefs lies, and thither fend Forces. 

§71 Strive not with thy Parents, nor with great 
Men, though thou art never fo much in the 


- “right. 


572 Never engage thy felf to the World, but in 

proportion to the fhort Duration of Life. 

~. 573 Forfake the World before it forfake thee; 
and do all things to be agreeable to God, before thou 
come betore him. 

574 Avoid the Friendfhip of a Fool: when he 
defigns to ferve thee, he'll do thee a Mifchief. 

575 As we muft account for every idle Word, 
fo muft we likewife for every idle Silence, 

576 If thou fhouldeft have the Misfortune to be 
obliged to beg Pardon; do it quickly, to avoid the 
Blame of Obftinacy. , 

$77 Whenever thou art admitted to a great Man, 
rs thy Compliment be fhort, {peak little, and retire 
oon. 

578 Avoid Law Suits: They are a Fire which —- 
one ns much ado to extinguifh when once it is. 

indled, 
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579 Be not covetous; the Pleafures of this World 
confift in having Neceffaries, not SuperQuities. 
- §8@ Be always miftruftful of the Advice, which 
is agreeable to thy Defire; and confider the Rea- 
fon of.it. Oo 
- §81 So long as thy Confcience fhews thee any 
er a defift not till thou haft mended all that is 
amis. 

582 Be circumfpect in all thou fpeakeft or doeft; 
‘as if thy Enemies ftood at thy Elbow overlooking 


thee. : 

583 If thy Bufinefs be perplexed, divide it; and 
look upon all its Parts and fides. 

584 If thow loveft thy Friend, praife him not 
too much; ’twill conjure up the Devils of Envy 
cand Detraction. 2 

585 As to civik Carriage in common Things of 
Life, to ftrike or pinch a Man is a Clown’s Salu- 
tation. 

586 Let not the Authority of the Speaker per- 
fuade thee, but the Reafon he brings. 

.  §87 Beware of him that is flow to Anger: He 
is angry for fomething, and will not be pleafed for 
n 


may maintain, and thy Company may deferve. ~” 


589 Thou oughteft warily to begin fuch Char~ | 


ges, as when once begun will continue: But in 


Mateers that return not, thou may’{t be moremag- — 


nificent. 
-~.590 Live fo, that when Death comes you may 
embrace like Friends, not encounter like Enemies. 
591 Never do Evil that Good may ‘come there- 


. by; for that would be ferving the Devil, that Ged 


might ferve thee. : 


592 I ad- 


othing. 
_ §88 Let thy Difcourfe be fuch as thy Judgment - 
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592 I advife thee to vifit thy Relations and ~~~ 
Friends; but I advife thee not to. live too near 
then. 
~ 593 Be not proud, no not even of Well-doing ; 
for the Judgment of God is far differing from that 
Yok Seth wi Se be of thy felf: If 

§9¢ as felaom as may be or thy ifeif: 
thou. * rare thy felf, it’s Arrogance; if thou dif- 
praifeft, it’s Folly. | 
*§95 Endeavour by all honeft Meansto get, and 
keep the Love of every one: It’s better to be be- 
loved than admired. 

596 Make not thy Servant privy to either thy —— 
Infirmities, Failures, or Wants and Neceflities. 
\ $97 When a great Man {peaks to thee kinder 
than he was wont, confider Things; for affure thy 
felf it is not for nothing. 

- 598 Venture not upon a known Sin, tho’ never 
fo little; that will harden and encourage thee to 
more and greater. 

599 If thou wouldeft live perily, neither truft. - 
to good Fortune, nor fink under bad. 
600 If thou hopeft to pleafe all, thy Hopes are 
vain: If thou feareft to difpteafe fome. thy Fears 

are idle. . 

601 Be contented with a little, and then thow 

haft enough: If thou complaineft, thou haft too 


much, 7 

6o2 If thou haft corrupted a Man to thy Inte. — . 
re{ts, never believe he will be true to them. 

603 Conform where thou may’ft innocently, to 
the Times and.Company. This is the North Star. 
of Prudence. 

604 Be not like the Boulter, that cafteth out the 
Flour, and keepeth the Byan. 


4 
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605 Never be afhamed to change for the better 
Opinion; but then be fure it be betrer, before thou 
changeft. 2 

606 Truft not a good Caufe, fo as to negle& 
lawful Means; that would be Prefumption, not 
Piety. 

607 If thou wilt not act till thou canft get 
through all Objections, thou may’ft lie ftill, and do 
nothing. | os 

608 Abftain not only from the actual doing of 
an Injury, but even from the leaft Thought of it. 

609 Thou may’ft the better be flow of Belief, 
.and give no Offence, if thou be’ft without the Spi- 
rit of Contradiction. 

610 Shew no Excellence to an Ignorant; for he 
will contemn that, whereof he is uncapable. 

611 If thou adopteft another’s Lye, thou fheweft 
thou wculdeft willingly have been its proper Fa- 
‘ther. ; A 

612, Always take part with, and defend the Un- 
fortunate: They are commonly the Subjects of 
Cenfure and Injury. 

613 ‘When thou feeft any doing ill, prefently ask 
thy felf, Have not I done the like, or as bad > 

614, Never commit the Execution of a Defign 
to him, that had been unwilling to approve of it. 

615 If thou refufeft Reconciliation when truly 
offered, thou art ftubborn; but ‘not brave, nor 
wife; nor good. . 

616 Learn to live well ainong ill Men; till thou 
haft attained that Arc, thou knoweft not how tclive 
in the World. | 

617 Slip not the Memory of things paft; huf 
band the prefent Time; and without any Difguict, - 

‘ provide for the future, 


a 
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618 If thou wouldeft not be fpoke ill of, learn 
the Art.of either {peaking well, or at leaft not ill 
of any. 
~ 619 Have nothing to do with any Family, tho’ 
never fo great, where the Devil is Major Domo and 
rules all. — 

620 Prepare for thy felf fuch Riches as may; 
when thy Ship is broken, {wim and efcape to Land 
with thee. | 

621 Take heed, in the beginning, what thou 
prantelt; for one Inconvenience bringeth on ano- 
ther.- : 

622 When thou talkeft with a Stranger, be not 
too full of Communication, till thou knoweft him. 

623 If thou wouldeft play, or wreftle well, thou 
aoe do it with thofe that do it better than | 
thou. © 

624 Be fober and chafte among young Folk, that 
they may learn of thee; and among old, that thou 
may it learn of them. 

625 Thou muft be content to hear what thou 
wouldeft not, whenever thou doeft what thou 
fhouldef not. a 

626 Let it be thy conftant Perfuafion, that there 
is no Evil, but hath fomething of Good lying un- 
der its Bark. : 

.627 Teil nothing to him that thou thinkeft will 


not believe thee; for he wiil think ill of thee, and 


defpife thee. 

628 Avoid cuftomary Chafing; in time ’twill be- 
come Nature, and render thee defpicable, and 
make thy Lite uncomfortable. 

629 Ask nothing of him whom thou believeft 
will not grant; *cwill make him hate thee, and can 
do thee no good. 
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605 Never be afhamed to change for the better 
Opinion; but then be fure it be betrer, before thou 
changeft. . 

606 Truft not a good Caufe, fo as to negled& 
ible Means; that would be Prefumption, not 

iety. 

A If thou wilt not act till thou canft get 
through all Objedtions, thou may’ft lie ftill, and do 
nothing.. 8 

608 Abftain not only from the actual doing of 
an Injury, but even from the leaft Thought of it. 

609 Thou may’ft the better be flow of Belief, 
_and give no Offence, if thou be’ft without the Spi- 
rit of Contradiction. | 

610 Shew no Excellence to an Ignorant; for he 
will contemn that, whereof he is uncapable. 

611 If thou adopteft another’s Lye, thou fheweft 
thou wculdeft willingly have been its proper Fa- 
‘ther. . ae 

612 Always take part with, and defend the Un- 
fortunate: They are commonly the Subjects of 
Cenfure and Injury. 

613 ‘When thou feeft any doing ill, prefently ask 
thy felf, Have not I done the like, or as bad? 

614 Never commit the Execution of a Defign 
to him, that had been unwilling to approve of it. 

615 If thou refufeft Reconciliation when truly 
offered, thou art ftubborn; but ‘not brave, nor 
wife, nor good. oe 

616 Learn to live well ainong ill Men; till thou 
haft attained thar Art, thou knoweft’ not how tclive 
in the World. , 

617 Slip not the Memory of things paft; huf 
band the prefent Time; and without any Diiguict, 
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618 If thou wouldeft not be fpoke ill of, learn 
the Art.of either {peaking well, or at leaft not ill 
of any. 
~— 619 Have nothing to do with any Family, tho’ 
never fo great, where the Devil is Major Domo and 
rules all. — 

620 Prepare for thy felf fuch Riches as may; 
when thy Ship is broken, {wim and efcape to Land 
with thee. 

621 Take heed, in the beginning, what thou 
prantelt; for one Inconvenience bringeth on ano-~ 
ther. - : 

622 When thou talkeft with a Stranger, be not 
too full of Communication, till thou knoweft him. 

623 If thou wouldeft play, or wreftle well, thou 
aes do it with thofe that do it better than - 
thou. 

624 Be fober and chafte among young Folk, that 
they may learn of thee; and among old, that thou 
may it learn of them. 

625 Thou muft be content to hear what thou 
wouldelt not, whenever thou doeft what thou 
fhouldeft not. | 

626 Let ic be thy conftant Perfuafion, that there 
is no Evil, but hath fomething of Good lying un- 
der its Bark. : 

627 Teil nothing to him that thou thinkeft will 
not believe thee; for he wiil think ill of thee, and 
defpife thee. 

628 Avoid cuftomary Chafing; in time ’twill be- 
come Nature, and render thee defpicable, and 
make thy Lite uncomfortable. 

629 Ask nothing of him whom thou believeft 
will not grant; “twill make him hate thee, and can 
do thee no good. 
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630 Be not over-covetous and carking. It’s but 
a little we need ; and it will not be long before we 
can need nothing. 

631 If every Year thou wouldeft root out one 
vicious Habit, thou mighteft, in fome time, be- 
come perfect. | 

632 In Company that thou art doubtful of, hide 
thy diftruft; but where thou art fecure, be free 
and open. 

633 Put this down as a true Maxim, That it’s a 
reat Piece of Gallantry to confefs a Miftake, and 
orfake an Error. 

634, When thou wouldeft praife a Friend, do ic 
before all the World; but if thou reproveft him, 
do it in a Corner. 

635 Let Eternity be much in thy Thoughts; 
and then the fading Vanities of this World will have 
litle Efteem with thee. 

636 Thou wilt never better remember thy felf, 
than by frequent thinking, that fome Day thou 
muft dye. 

637 Be not fo bafhful and facil, as to grant what- 
ever is defired of thee; for that will make all thy 
Life uneafy. | 

638 If thou haft begun to do a Courtefy, go on 
with it; elf thou may’ft get an Enemy inftead of 
a Friend. 

639 Be not puffed up with thy Perfections; but 
Jet thy Humility defend thee from thine own Vir- 
tues. | i 
640 Dwell not too long upon Sports; for as they 
refrefh a Man that is weary, fo they weary a Man 
that is refrefhed. - 

641 Never enter into a League of Friendfhip 
with one, whom thou haft known ungrateful to 
another Man. | 


642 Do 
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~642 Do every thing fo, as to have thineown Ap- 
probation: This is the only firm Foundation of 
inward Peace. 7 

643 Fancy not thy felf to be wifer than thofe 
thou haft to do with; its an effectual way to be 
bubbled. 

644, When thouart angry, remember thou may’ it 
be calm; and when thou art calm, remember thou 
may it be angry. 

645 Speak weil, and act well: The one fhews a 
good Head, the other a good Heart: And botn 
{pring from a Superiority of Mind. 

646 Be not ingenious at the Coft of another. 
All Men revenge themfelves of an Evil-fpeaker, by 
{peaking evil of him. 

647 Prefcribe no pofitive Laws to thy Will: for 
thou may’ft be forced to-morrow to drink the fame 
Water thou defpifeft to day. 

648 Suffer not little things to have great hold 
upon thee ; for thou’lt be as much tranfported for 
them, as if they deferved ir, 

649 Shew not more than thou art, left thou 
raifelt an Expectation thou can not anfiver; and 
fo lofe thy Credit, as foon as thou haft found it. 

650 If thou wouldeft be egreeable in env Com- 
pany, banith all Diftruit, and be confident.thou art 
already fo. . | . 

651 Be referved in pafling thy Judgment; efpe- 
cially in what may concern the Repuiation or In« 
tereft of other Men. . 

652 I would not have thee idle and loitering, and 
deferring of Time; like St.George, who is ever on 
Horfe-back, but never rideth on. 

O73 Whatever Providence may allot thee, give 
not Entertaiament to Difcontents; and thea thou 
canft not be unhappy. | 
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~ 654 Abftain from Sin, not only as a thing for- 
bidden; but difguft it as a bafe thing, that ought 
to be forbidden. - } 

655 Condemn hot thofe rafhly, whom thou haft 
approved of confiderately; the Change may be in — 
thy felf. | 

656 Dwell not too long upon a. weak Side: 
Touch, and Go. Take pleafure to ftay longer 
where thou canft commen 

~ 657 As for the Event of Things, patiently wait 
the Appointments of Providence; ’tis in vainto be 
too follicitous, | : 

658 Since thou canft not be wholly happy, take 
it in good part, that thou art not wholly unhappy. 

659 Make no Vows to forbear this or thar: Ic 
fhews no great Strength, and makes thee ride be- 
hind thy felf, 

. 669 When thou wrongeft another, think Juftice,. 
both Guman and Divine, hath thee on the Score. 

- 661 If thou confeffeft thy Sins, and amendeft 
not, thou mockeft God. , , 

662 Whatever thou propofeft to do, defign fr 
juftly, and time it feafonably ; for that gives Secu- 
riry and Difpatch. | 

663 Be not troubled at Difappointments; if they — 
may be recovered, recover them; but if they 
can’t, thy Trouble is in vain. 

664 What thou wouldeft fay to another, if his 
Friend or Child were dead, fay to thy felf upon 
the like Occafion. 

- 665 Be not troubled for what thou canft not 
help: If it was thy Fault, do fo no more, Amend- 
ment is Repentance. 

666 *T will be no Difparagement to thee to praile, 
eh even imitate an Enemy, in whatever he is ex- 
cellent. 


667 Con- 
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667 Confider that whatfoever thou haft might. 
have been another’s, ff Providence had fo pleafed. 

668 I€ thou lieft under an unjuft Obloquy, have 
fo much of a Man in thee, as to confute or de- 
{pile it. | 

669 Proclaim not another’s Faults, though true 
and real, unlefs the Difcovery may ferve a better 
End than the Concealment. 

670 Inure thy felf fo digeft fmaller Troubles; 
and by the Exercife thereof thou wilt enable th 
{elf to bear greater. a 

671 Endeavour with all thy Power to get {fatif- 
fied with thy felf; and that will make thee pleas’d 
in almoft every Condition: " 

672 Think, that in Life there be many vfele& 
things that we can live as well without; and but 
few that we really want. 

673 If thou wouldeft underftand a Defien, or 
any thing elfe; take all the Light thou canft gets 
and walk not in the. Dark. | 

674, Publifh not too much what thou meaneft 
to do. It’s one a Trumpet, to awaken and 
call up Oppofers and Competitors. 

675 The common People are the very Servants 
and Vaffals of Rumours and Fame: Communicate 
no Defigns to them. 

676 If all the Company laugh, do not thou a& 
the grave; nor be like a Pump, to yield only what 
is forced from thee. 

677 Beware of an over officious Friend, and 
truft him not wito Secrets, or any great Concern, 
till thou haft try’d him. 

678 Toa generous Perfon grant freely; he will 
neither beg injurious Favours, nor be importunate, 

679 Aafwer Arguments with Reafon: If Reafon 
will not be heard or approved, then anfwer them 
with Silence, | 
Z C5 680 Wher 
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- 680 When thou telleft one that is not a try’d 
F dye any thing, think he is thy Enemy, or may 
e fo. 


, 681 If thou forbeareft an A@ion fit and reafo- 
nable for fear of Cenfure, thou wilt often find it 
hard to be honeft and good. 
- 682 Strive to lay in as much Fame, as will de~ 
fend thee from Contempt; and that may do well 
enough for common Life. « | 

683 Take heed how thou talkeft of fuch Per- 
fons, as thou canft not commend without Envy, 
hor difpraife without Danger. 

684 Shew not thy felf aftonifi’d;-nor offended 
at the Opinions of another, tho’ they feem extra- 


Vv f. 

Bs "885 In Matters of News, always obferve to 
make fuch an Abatement, as may bear proportion 
to the Character of the Relator. 

_ 686 If thou wouldeft win Immortality of Name; 
either do things worth the writing, or write things 
worth the reading. j 
: 687 Indulge not thy Mind in feeding itfelf upon 
any Imagination, which is either vain, unprofitable, 
or impoffible. 

. 688 Never marry without Love; but then take 
all poffible heed that thou loveft nothing but what 
is really lovely. 

689 In Debates, let Truth be thy Aim, not Vi- 
ctory ; and endeavour rather to gain, than expofe 
shy Antagonift. | 

690 Carefully avoid all hafty Refolutions and 
Vows. Wear none of thy own Fetters; but keep 
‘free: whilft thou art free. 


691 Make no Enemies, if thou canft poffibly 


help it. One Enemy may do thee more harm, 
than ten Friends can do thee good. 


692 Keep 


nee 


[41 ] | 


692 Keep a Diary of all thy confiderable Aétions, 
and of the moft memorable Paffages thou heareft, 
and meeteft with. 

693 In whatfoever Condition thou art, ftill ask 
thy felf, What would my bleffed Saviour have 
thought, faid, and done in this Cafe? 

694 Impart not to sae {uch things as may 

rejudice thee when difcovered, and yet cannot 
benefit him when he knows them. 

695 Judge of Men rather by the Courfe of their 
Lives, than by the Errors that they, through Infir- 
mity or Surprize, may have {flipt into. 

696 When thou petitioneft for a new Favour, 
magnify thofe before received. Thy Gratitude will 
plead powerfully. : : 

697 When thy Adtions are in danger of ill Con- 
ftructions, give Satisfaction with Expedition, be- 
fore it be gone too far. 

698 Employ in thy Bufinefs fuch as have been 
lucky ; fuch will be induftrious to keep their Re- 
putation. 

699 In the Bufinefs of Complaints, hearken not 
too much to thofe thou favoureft ; nor be too hafty 
to punifh, but debate and examine. | 

zoo When a Favourite grows infolent, it’s Wif- 
dom to raife another into Favour, who may give 
check ro the other’s Prefumption, 

vot If thy Friend be humourfome, be punctu- — 
al in finding out his Timesof Sowrenels. All Men 
have their critical Days. 

702 Sell not Ceremonies, nor pay thy Credi- 
tors, Friends or Servants with only good Words, 
Looks, and Smoak. 

703 Never reprehend a Fault thou art apt to 
‘commit thy felf.  - 


704 Treat 
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7o4. ‘Treat not of Matters above the Capacity of 
thy Auditors: If the Ignorant admire thee, the Wife 
will fcorn thee for it, 

705 Thy Friend hath a Friend, and thy Friend’s 
Friend hatha Friend; therefore what thou wouldeft 
have kept fecret, reveal not¢to thy Friend. 

706 Seek not the Government of a Fool: In- 
ftruction will but increafe his Folly; and the richer 
he is, the verier Fool he becomes. 

yo7 Take care of the firft ill A@ion, which 
may e thee in a Courfe of them. It draws 
on Dif uit e: that comes to Lying; and after to 

uarrels, 
pat Whenever thou eritreft upon Pleafure, thou 
fhalt do prudently, before thou proceedeft, to ex-~ 
amine the Sequel. 

og Give every one the Honour or Refpec& that 
is due to his Place: But ever more for his Good- 
nefs, than for his Greatnefs. ‘ } 

710 Refufe not what thou canft not avoid: De- 
fire not what thou canft not obtain: Repent not of 
what thou canft not amend. | 

711 Be not rude by overmuch Civility, nor 
troublefome by Excefs of Courtefy: It fhews want 
of Breeding, and brings Contempt. . 

712 Beware of Suretifhip. Rather lend a hun- 
dred Pounds, than be bound for twenty with thy 
Friend; for thou knoweft the worft of it. 

7%} When thou feeft a Man rife into a Paffion, 
_ oppofe him not: thou canft not fet him right; and 

by meddling may’ft grow as angry as he. 

414 The beft thing thou canft poffibly pro- 
sod to thy felf for thy continual Study and En- 
deavour in this World is, a happy Departure out 
Of if, —— 


ars Ex 
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"15 Enquire not how far thou may’ft enjoy law- 

ful Pleafures, and be fafe; but how far thou may’ft 

deny thy felf, and be contented and wife. 4 
716 {ts no great Commendation to juft forbear 

doing ill: thou art bound moreover to do good to 

one if thou doft not, thou art not good to thy 

if. 


- 919 When thou writeft, think not of Books; 
and of what thou haft read. ‘That will but put by 
thy own Senfe, and difturb thy Method. 
718 Thou oughteft to be nice, even to Super- 
{tition, in keeping thy Promifes ; and therefore thou 
fhouldeft be equally cautious in making them. 

719 Do good principally for thy own Satisfacti- 
on; and then thou wilt not be much troubled to 
c Men judge of thy Actions. contrary to their 

erit. | 

720 Thank a Friend that tells thee a Fault in 
Secret: it fhews he defires thou fhouldeft amend, 
before the World knows thou didft ami&. ; 

721 Ask not too much of a yielding Friend; 
for though thou may’ft have thy With for the pre- 
fent, yet perhaps thou wilt be a Lofer afterwards 

722 Beware what thou askeft, and beware what 
thou denieft; for if Difcretion guide thee not, there 
is a great deal of Danger in both. i 

423 Whatfoever is rational or pious in any Sed 

or Sort of Men, that embrace, without concern- 
ing thy felf with their Follies and Vices, 
' 2724 If when thou reprehendeft a Man, thou 
praifeft fome of his Virtues, thou may’ft the more 
eafily bring him to know and acknowledge his Vi- 
ces. 

725 Let not thy Modefty be fo much, as to make 
thea lofe manly Affurance; nor thy Boldnefs fo 
faucy, as to put by due Refpect, 


726 Let 


a 
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—— . 726 Let all the Keys hang at thy Wife’s Girdle, 
that fhe may order thy Haale; an the Purfe at 
thy own, that thou may’ft manage thy Eftate. 

. 9727 Appear mot fierce, pert, or pofitive in Com- 
pany; but give them Marks of Efteem and Sub- 
miffion, and fo thou canft not but be pleafing. 

728 It’s good to carry thy felf with that Deco- - 
rum, as to gain Refpect: But I would not have 
thee pafs for a Mafter of Ceremonies. 

729 Be not eafily and haftily acquainted; left 
findiag Reafons to hold off, thou makeft an Ene- 
my inftead of a good Neighbour. 

30 When thou art in Company, let not mi- 
ftaken Civility, nor good Nature, engage thee to 
drink hard, or to ftay where there is danger of it. 

73x Learn the Art of Silence. The wife Man 
while he holds his Tongue, fays more than the Fool 
while he fpeaks. “ 

732 Give as much friendly civil Refpeét, and 

Honour to thy Company, as without unreafonable 
abufing thy felf, or flattering them, thou may’ft. 
_ 9733 Watch thy felf carefully, when thou art 
moft flufhed up with Jolliry. A Fit of thoughtlefs 
Freedom hath fometimes brought Repentance for 
Life. | 

34 If thou wouldeft be happy, bring thy Mind 
to tiv Condition ; and get an ad devenee for more 
than what is fufficienr. 

735 When thou underftandeft not a Subject 
clearly, difpute not pofitively;- but rather lie by 
upon the Catch, perhaps thou may’ft pick ‘it out of 

the Corapany. | 

736 If thou art not in a Humour to be chear- 
ful, as the Company is, leave ic for that time, - 
and mar no Mufick: thou'lt be in tune anothe 
time. : 


~ | | 737 Ler 
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7 Let us ufe fometimes to ftop a little, and 
ask our felves, What we are abour? Whither we 
are going? And where all will end at laft ? 

738 It’s not prudent to be conftant in Gifts ar — 
fet times: for Cuftom ufually paffeth into a Law: 
and then they are not Gifts, but Debts. 

739 Have a fpecial Care to avoid Quarrels in 
France; Women in Spain; Religion in Italy; Wine 
in Germany ; and Gaming every where. 

740 Have a care of making any Man thy Friend 
twice; except the Rupture wasby thy own Fault or 
Miftake, and thou haft made Satisfaction. 

741 Have a moft particular Care of thy private 
Thoughts and Actions. Bear it always in Mind 
that God fees thee now, and thy Confcience will 
bear witnefs againft thee afterwards. 

742 Leave not off praying to God: for either 
praying will make thee leave off finning; or con- 
tinuing in Sin. will make thee defift from pray- 


ing. 

743 Publifh not thy good Fortune: it draws 
thy Iil-willer to do thee a Mifchief: ’tis flourifhing 
thy Colours in the Face of thy envious Ene- 
mies. | 

744 Be not too pofitive in thy Predictions of 
Events. If thou wouldeft appear wifer than 
‘others, thy Miftakes will caufe them to fcom - 


thee. 
_ 745 Whenthou wouldeft propofe a thing to any; 


it may be not fo convenient to offer it bluntly thy 
felf, as ro lay a Train for the Party to take ir. 

746 Difpenfe thy Kindnefs and Favours with 
Moderation and Temper: This will keep Perfons 
{till in Appetite, and attending more. 

747 In cafe af Enquiry, be not too inquifitive 
after that which thou wouldeft beloth tofind. It’s 
purfuing that, which thou defireft to avoid. 

_ 748 Con- 
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748 Throughout thy whole Life, learn to live; | 


. and every Hour of thy Life, learn to dye. 

749 Do Injury to no Man, though never fo 
mean: for once in feven Years he may have an 
Opportunity to do the greateft Man much good 
or harm. 

750 Never talk that of others, which thou 
wouldeft be very unwilling they fhould hear of 
again; unlefs there be fome great Reafon for 
it 


751 Say not all thou canft fay upon a Subjects 
but referve a Corner to thy felf; elfe they will 
_ think thou art exhaufted, and haft nothing elfe ta 
fay. a 
tes If any commend in thee thofe good Quali= 
ties which thou haft not, or too much commend 
thofe thou haft; fet him down for an Enemy, that 
plotteth to enfnare thee. : 

753 Thou fhouldeft meafure thy Expences, fo 
as to keep them fomewhat under thy annual Re- 
venue: Otherwife thou canft not continue a fair 
aoe , Delight, Gayness, or joy, b 

xprefs not Delight, Gaynefs, or Joy, be- 
gee tha is Sick, a Paint or in Trouble: 
*twou'd look as though thou hadft no regard for 
him, and infultedft him in Mifery. 

755 Whenever thou meeteft with a great deal of 
Profeffion, Affiduity and Cringing, without any ap- 


rarent Reafon for it, thou haft a fure Ground of | 


Diftrutt. 

756 In Company, exprefs not by Action or 
Words, any Injury, Difefteem, Offence, or Un- 
slervaluing towards any one. Contempt is never 
well taken. | 

757 Sing and hum not to thy felf, nor drum 
With thy Feet or Fingers in Company, as me- 

+ lancholly 
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lancholly and thoughtful People do: It fhews dif 
regard, * 
2758 Chufe rather to be feared for being too fe- 
vere in fearching into thy Servants Actions; than 
difregarded for taking no notice of them, and be- 
ing eafy. J : | 

759 Employ not thy Kindred as Servants: they 
will prefume upon their Relation, and be half 
Matters; and thou canft not, with Reputation, 
break with them. , 

760 Make no Signs to one that thinks himfelf 
thy Sunerior to be covered; for it’s a fort of 
Superiority, and is downright clownifh Ill-breed- 
in 


g- | | 

761 Cough, Sneeze, Spit, and Yawn, as little as 
thou canft in Company, and with as little Sound; 
and as much out of Sight as may be, for Deten- 

cy’s Sake. 
62 In Bufinefs, be jealous and fearful of thy 
felf; left thou runneft away too haftily in a Like. 


" Jihood inftead of Truth, and aboundeft too much — 


in thy own Senfe. 
763 If a Friend tell theé a Fault, imagine al- 
ways that he telleth thee not the whole: for he 


defires thy Amendment, but is loth to offend thee. . 


764 Do not cenfure on a fudden any Opinion 
or Tenet, that thou haft not thoroughly thought 
of: though it pleafe not thee, it may another Man 
as wile. “ 

765 If thou haft done a Man great Kindneffes, 
endeavour not therefore to infult him, and govern 
him: for that would cancel all Courtefy. | 

766 In a Debate, rather pull to pieces the Ar- 
pument of thy Antagonift, than offer him any of 
thy own: for thus thou wilt fight him in his.own 


767 Thou 
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767 Thou fhouldeft do nothing in Paffion: but 
then thou muft beware that thou falleft not into 
Serpentine Slinefs, or roguifh Craft, which is 
worfe. ! 

768 Speak little, and keep up Gravity; and th 
the moft ftrict Obferver fhall not difcover thee, 
and thy greateft Maligner fhall get no Advantage 
againit thee. 

9769 To common Friends and Acquaintance be 
civil, kind, juft, and conftant: but yet lay not thy 
felf open to them, nor depend much upon them. 

770 In thy Choice of a Wife, it’s defirable that 
fhe be neither very rich, nor very poor; but yet 


with fome Fortune: for fhe is not to buy thee, — 


nor thou her. 7 

771 Speak not fpitefully againft him that doth 
not befriend thee: he may change towards thee, 
and be 4 Friend: and then thou wilt repent of 
it. ao , _ 
772 Shut thy Ears equally againft Flatterers, who 


exceffively commend thee; and Detractors, who ~ 


bafely revile others. : 

773 Deny not that to others, which haply thou 
wilt be obliged in thy turn to ask of them. And 
if thou beeft wife, ask not that which thou haft 
denied. ; 

774 Think how many timesthou haft been mi- 
ftaken in thy own Judgment; and learn by that 
Experience, not to be pofitive and obftinate. 

77§ Do all the good thou canft, while thou art 
in favour with Fortune; and thou wilt find the 
Effects of it in Time of Adverfiry. 

' 976 Strive not with contentious Words. Irs 
better to turn thy Eye from what difliketh thee; 
and leave every one to his own Opinion and Party. 


777 Ne- 
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7797 Never affirm any thing to others pofitively, 
but what thou art very well affured of thy éelf; 
elfe thou art not fafe. 

778 When thou art entrufted with a Secret, re- 
ligioufly keep it: But take as few Trufts of that 
Nature as thou cantt. 

9 If thou wouldeft make a right Judgment of 
a Man, thou art chiefly to pry into his common 
Actions, and furprize him in his every Day Ha- 
bic. : 

780 Imitate what is good wherefoever thou 
findeft it, though among Turks, Fews, Pagans, or 
Hereticks;;| And abominate Evil, though in thy 
neareft Relation. 

781 Seek not to pleafe and gratify the Compa- 
ny, by faying or doing any thing that thou may’ft 
have reafon to repent of by thy felf afterwards. 

782 "Tis much fafer tor thee to reconcile an 
Enemy, than conquer him. Victory may deprive 
him of his Power for the prefert, but Reconcilia- 
tion difarms his Will. 

783 Affociate with Men of good Judgment: 
for Judgment is found in Converfation. And we 
make another Man’s Judgment ours, by frequent- 
ing his Company. 

784 Seem not fenfible of another Man’s Sufpi- 
cion, becaufe that is to call up his Refentment; 
but rather cure that Sufpicion by a fincere and ci- 
vil Deportment. —_ 

785 Beware how thou keepeft Company with 
cholerick and quarrelfome Perfons. They will ei- 
ther quarrel with thee, or engage thee in their Quar- 


Tcls. 

786 What thou wouldeft do, if what thou haft _ 
done were to do again » be fure do as long as thou 
liveft, upon the like Occafion. 


787 Im- 
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787 Improve thy own Company by thy felf 


well, that thou may’ft be ae and worthy, at 
leaft, to be trufted in the open World. | 


788 Beware of biting Jefts: the moreTruth they 


carry with them, the greater Wounds they give, 
the greater Smarts they caufe, and the greater Scars 
they leave pee them. ; 

789 Take heed of being high-minded. Endea- 
vour to be content with any State. Thou art 
high enough, if thou canft ftand upright. 

790 Avoid all free Difcourfe concerning Praife 
or Difpraife of Perfons, efpecially of great ones; 
It’s a dangerous thing at Meetings of mixed Cdm- 
pany. 


fires, That all worldly Profit or Pleafure is attended 
by a like meafure of Anxiety and Wearifomneds. 

792 Send not to Market for Troubles. Provi- 
dence hath houfed under all Roofs a fufficient Pro- 
portion of Calamities and Sorrows. 
| 3 Thou had{ft need take very great heed of all 
thofe AGions and Words, which are likely to make 
others jealous, efpecially fuch as are’'more powerful 
than thou. . 

794 Make not thy felf Judge and Arbiter of 
every Man’s BuGnefs and Managemenr, unlefs thou 
haft a mind to draw upon thee an univerfal Ha- 
tred. | 

795 Defpife not Counfel. A Man is never 
nearer to Ruin, than when he trufts too much to 
his own Wifdom. Temerity often blafts the tair- 
‘eft Defigns. 

796 InCroffes, univerfally let thefe be thy Rules: 
Make thy felf none: avoid fome: bear the reft: 
{weeten all: and make good ufe of all. 

97 Seek not the Favour of the Multitude : Ic’s 
feldom got by honeft and lawful Means. is 
, ce 


791 Let this Confideration moderate thy De- | 


— oe 
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feek the Teftimony of few; and numbernot Voices, 
but weigh them. 

798 Lift not thy felf into the Number of thofe, 
who pretend to be God’s Privy-Counfedors; and 
prefume not to defcant on things hidden, and out 
of thy reach. | 

799 [fit lie in Sail bided chufethy Courfe of Life, 
rather by thy own Temper and Inclination, than by 
common Accident, or Advice of Friends. 

800 If thou beeft of acomplying, eafy Temrer, 
be not hafty or lavifh of thy Promifes: for the 
Performance may be troublefome, or difadvanta- 
geous to thee. 

801 Contend not with great ones; but quickly 
yield, whatever be the Provocation. For, right cr 
wrong, they will certainly worft thee ar laft. 

802 Believenot every one thouconverfeft with to 
be as honeft as thy felf, uponafriendly complaifanr 
Addrefs: for the World is a great Cheat. 

803 Be cautious of undertaking greater Defigns 
than are fuitable to thy Condition and Power. If — 
thou fhouldeft mifcarry, thou’lt be condemned. 

804 Be not extravagently high in Expreffion cf 
thy Commendations of Men thou likeit: Ir may 
make the Hearers Stoméchs rife. | 

805 With all imaginabie Application of Mind, 
and Refignation, fay, Not my Will, burt God’s 
Will be done: and then go, and be as happy as 
tho. pleafett. 

806 Do not affect to change thy Calling; for 
the fame Difcontent which made thee uneafy in 
this State, will {till haunt chee in thy new Condi- 
ton. 7 

807 Beware of difcovering (among grave Men 


"efpecially ) any Affectation of being pert or witty. 


They will think thy Stock conlifts all of Trifles, 
and Fools Bawbles. ei 
So 
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808 If thou wouldeft havethy Children become 
Men of Underftanding betimes; thy way will be, 
to make them converfe with Men, and not with 
Children. 

809 If thou wouldeft not have thy Credulity 
abufed,. thou haft {carce a fecurer Way, than to lee 
thy Belief run quite contrary to Reports for ‘a 
while. 

810 Let the Faults of others excite thy Pity ro- 
wards them; thy Caution as to thy felf; and rhy 
Thankfulnefs to God, if he hath hitherto preferved 
thee from the like. 

811 Ufe great Caution how thou reflecteft upon 
any Man’s Religion, Reputation or Infirmity: ’tis 
enormoufly difobliging, uncivil and unchriftian. — 

812 Prefs not a Man vehemently to conceal what 
thou haft imparted to him : it implies thou repenteft 
ie doing of it, and diftrufteth his Prudence or Ho- 
ne 


y: song 

813 Negle& notthy Debts: if thou doft, thou 
art undone to the World; and e’re long thou mutft 
not expect to eat, drink, or fleep in Peace, 

814 Follow the Judgment of the Wife, and the 
Cuftoms of the Ms Sob Keep thy Thought to thy 
felf, and allow the People thy Outfides. 

815 As thou employeft not other Mens Paffions 
in mattersof Hate or Love ; fo ufe not other Mens 
Apprehenfions, in judging of the Truth of Things 
for thee. 

816 If Faults be but fmall, and tend to no great 
Jil; thou wert better not fee them at all, than fee- 
ing them, let them efcape without Remark. | ; 

817 Efteem not the Gifts of Fortune for their 
oe Shew, for that were to admire them: but 

r 


them. 


818 Make 


their Ufe; and this is to govern and enjoy - 
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818 Make an even Account with Heaven by 
Repentance, at the end of every Day; fo fthalt 
thou have but one Day to repent of, before thy 
Death. 

819 Tell not thy Opinion before required; 
*twill look as though thou upbraideft others Igno- 
rance, and overvalueft thy own Sufficiency. 

820 See thou doft Injury to no Man: for by fo 
doing thou teacheft others to do fo to thee. And 
thou canft not then complain of it neither. 

821 Borrow before thou haft need, fo thalt thou 

try thy Friend: And pay before the time thou 
promifedft, fo wilt thou keep him. 
. 822 So long as thou art ignorant, be hot afha- 
med to ask Queftions. Ignorance is a fhameful 
Infirmity; and when juftified, is the chiefeft of | 
Follies. 

823 ‘Confider not fo much what thou haft, as 
what others want. What thou haft, take care thou 
lofe not: Whatthou haft not, take carethou covet . 


not. , 

824 If thou haft finned to Day, defer not thy 
Repentance till to Morrow. He that hath pro- 
mifed Pardon to thy Repentance, hath not promi- 
fed Life till thou repenteft. 

$25 Suppofe every Man honetft, till thou haft to 
do with him: But be as cautiows in dealing with 
him, as if he were a Knave. 

826 Hold the Reigns of thy Paffions and Affe- 
Gtions; and then outward Occafions may exercife 
thy Virtues, but fhall not injure them. 2 

827 If thou beeft fo exceptious and pettifh, as 
to queftion every Word thou heareft f{poken of 
thee; thou fhalt have few Friends, little Wir, and 
much Trouble. 


$28 En- 
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823 Endeavour .to take more Pleafure in know- 

ing thy felf honeft, than in knowing that all the 
~ World approves thee fo: For Virtue is built upon 
her {elf. 

829 Serve God in thy Youth, whilft thou haft 
Spirit and Abilities: Why fhould he take the De- 
vil’s Leavings, when thou art now worn out, and 
canft fin no more? 

830 If thou wouldeft keep an Acquaintance,and 
yet not admit him into clofe Friendfhip, do him 
good Offices, and keep thy Secrets from him. 

831 Be affable fo as tg be fure to retain thy 
State, and Place, and due Refpe@: Orhérwie it is 
not Humility, but Bafenefs ; and will bring on thee 
Contempt. | 

822 Avoid Affectation: And as for outward 
Gefture, and common Decorum; if thine be not 
deformed, .change them nor, for they fit thee beft. 

833 Endeavour to have as little to do with thy 
A ffections and Paffions as thou canft. And labour 
to thy Power to make thy Body content to go of 
thy Soul’s Errands. . 

834 Never minifter Advice in the time of Fru- 
ition of what thou meaneft to inveigh againft; but 
then when the Smart of the Error joineth with 
thee in Perfuafion. 

835 Let others act as they pleafe; but do thou 
always act according to the Dictates of thy own 
Judgment, and take heed of being felf-condemn- 


ed, 

836 When thou paffeft by an Affront or Injury, 
let it not feem by the way of Timoroufnels or 
CareleGnefs ; for that’s the ready way to invite more. 

837 Beftow not Benefits without Diftinction, 
yet without Difficulty, Thou may’{t make every 
Kindnefs double by timely and freely conferring 


of it. 
838 Though 
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$38 Though thou art not to let the Sun fet on 
thy Anger, yet thou art not to truft a deceiving 
treacherous Enemy next Morning. | 

839 Talk not of things thou haft in Difference 
with others; for perhaps fome of the Company 
may not be of thy Side, when they hear it. 

40 Depute not another to do that Bufinefs which 
thou thy felf canft do well enough: For he that 
ne a Mouth of his own, muft not fay to another, 

Ow. 

841 When thou prayeft for Spiritual Grace, let 
thy Prayer be abfolute: when for temporal Blef- 
fings, add a Claufe of God’s Pleafure. 

842 Think not to ftop every one’s Mouth: on- 
ly take heed to content the Good; and then never 
care what the Evil think, or fay of thee. 

843 If thy Life be Sedentary, let thy Recrea- 
tion be more tending to the Exercife of thy Body. 
If ative, more to the refrefhing of thy Mind. 

844. If the Wicked flourifh, and thou fuffer, be 
not Aucoursacd, They are fatted for Deftruction : 
thou art dieted for Health. | 

845 If thou defireft the Love of God and Man, 
be humble; for the proud Heart, as it loves nene 
but itfelf, fo it is beloved of none but itfelf. 

846 At the Entrance into thy Eftate, keep fafe 
and low: thou may’ftarife with Honour, thou canft 
not decline without Shame. 

847 Alway endeavour to learn fomething from 
ai hy C hofe Subjects th 
to putt ompany upon thofe Subjects they are 
bett able ie foeak of © | : 

848 Think the good Offices thou receiveft are 
but lent; and thou art bound to repay them with 
others, when Opportunity prefents icfelf and makes 
thee able. 
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-.---4 849 Never compare thy Condition with thofe 


above thee: but to fecure thy Content, look upon 
thofe Thoufands with whom thou wouldeft nots 
for any Intereft, change thy Fortune and Condi- 
tion. 

850 Make not other Men (and thofe not the 
wifeft neither) the Judges of thy Felicity; fo as to 
think thy felf happy or miferable, as they pleafe to 
 efteem thee. | 

851 This is a wife Rule, but feldom ftudied 
enough and obferved: To fpend where Difcretion 
bids thee fpend, and {pare where Difcretion bids 
thee fpare. 

852 Pretend not thou to fcorn the Pomp of the 
World before thou knoweft it, left ic proceed ra- 
ther from Morofenefs and ill Manners, than from 
true Magnanimity. 

853 Be content to be known by Leifure, and by 


degrees; and fo the Efteem that fhall be con- — 


ceived of thee will be better grounded, and more 
lafting. 
854 In the firft place, learn things neceffary ; 
and if thou then haft any time to fpare, thou may’f 
apply it to Pleafantries and Supertluities. 

855 If thou knoweft certainly that a Man hath 
_ betrayed, or even failed his Friend that trufted him, 
I charge thee never to truft that Man. 

856 Secure thy {elf from doing nothing, and 
then from doing ill; the one being fo clofe an At- 
tendant on the other, that tis {carce poffible to fe- 
ver them. - | 

857 Speak not more than thy Share in Conver- 
fation; for then thou wilt deferve not to be heard ; 
becaufe thou requireft a Civility which thou wilt 

not grant. \ 


853 Thow 
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858 Thou fhalt fucceed better by cultivating that 
which is indifferent in thy felf, than by imitating 
that which is excellent in others. : 

859 Be not affronted at a Jeft.- If one throw 
never fo much Salt at thee, thou wilt receive no 
harm, unlefs thou beeft raw and ulcerous. 

860 Ceafe not to follow the braveft Examples: 
And when thou canft not attain to be Matter of 
all thy Defires, yet continue ftill thy Defire. 

$61 Ic will be a great Help to keep thee from 
Anger, if thou thoughtfully and ferioufly remem- 
breft, that God looketh now full upon thee at.this 
very inftant. 

862 In Correction be not angry : for he that pu- 
nifheth in his Rage fhall never keep that Mean 
which is between too much, and too litle; and 
fhall vex when the Fit is over. 

863 Never defpife any Man. Look upon thy 
Superiors as thy Fathers, upon thy Equals as Bro- 
thers, and Inferiors as thy Children. 

864. Humble not thy felf before thofe who do 
mot matter it: Neither tollow thofe from whom 
thou canft expec nothing. 

865 Carry thy felf between two Enemies, fo as 
they may have no Caufe to complain of. thee, or 
blame thee, if ever they fhould happen to be 
Friends again. 

866 Chufe nothing for thy felf, nor prefcribe to 
Providence; but do thy Duty, and then expec& 
quietly what God will do. This is the only way 
to be eafy and fafe. 

867 Petition not for a long Life, but for a 
good and an happy one. For Length of Days 
oes prolongs the Evil, and augments the 

uilt. . 7 

868 Never oppofe, nor contradi& a generally 
received Doctrine, when there are no evil Confe- 

- D2 quences 
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uences attending it, though thou beeft fure and 
drisfy’d it isa Miftake. 

869 Have an Eye upon, and be ever diftruftful 
of a fearful and cowardly Perfon. For he that 
wants Courage will be apt to piece it up with Ar- 
tifice and Treachery. — 

870 If ever thou fhouldeft grow hot and eager 
in the Purfuit of Riches, thou wilt do well to 
ee how they will appear to thee in a dying 

our. : 

871 Content not thy felf with an outward good 
Name, when thy Confcience fhall-inwardly tell 
thee it’s undeferved, and therefore none of thine. 

872 If many confpire againft thee, divide them 
“amongft themfelves, as Paul did. This will con- 
found the Language of Confpiracy. | 7 

873 Make no great Flourifh, when thou haft 
nothing to fhew for it. If thou raifeft an Expe- 
ctation, and canft not fupport it, “twill {pit in thy 
Face. : 

874. In Converfation ufe fome, but not too much 
Ceremony: it teaches others to be courteous too. 
Demeanors are commonly paid back in their own 
Coin. _ 

875 Ics a Policy to thed a pleafant Sowrnefs in- 
to fome of thy Actions, and to become an ingeni- 
ous and friendly Trormentor. 

876 Regard not too much Mens Thoughts of 
thy Actions if they be good; for their Cogitations 
are not thy Works: Only do thou govern thy felf, 
and be conftant. 

877 Let not any Paffion drive thee to Cruelty. 
Believe me, Whoever acts Cruelty, his Heart is at 
that time Hell, and the Devil is in it. | 

878 Pray for thy Enemy; for if thou beeft a 
good Man thy felf, thou canft not but rejoice to 
{ee thy worft Enemy become a good Man to. 
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879 In the Morning, think what Difficulties 
and what Temptations thou art like to meet with 
in the Day, and fortify thy felf particularly againft 
them. 

880 Think how many excellent Perfons in all 
Ages have fuffered as great, and greater Calamities 
than this, which now tempts thee to Impati- 
ence. 

881 Think whether ever any Man by finning 
apainft God, did gain fomewhar that is better than 
Heaven, or that is worth going to Hell for. 

882 It’s neceffary that thou fhouldeft know Men 
svell before thou repeateft their Difgraces. . 

883 Never affent merely to pleafe others in 
matters of Moment; for it’s not only Flattery, but 
often Falfity; and difcovers a Mind liable to be 
fervile and bafe. | 

284 If thou haft a mind to get Efteem in Com- 
pany, have the Art to edge abour, till thou canft 
get into a Subject thou halt ftudied, and art Ma- 
fter of. 

885 Sigh not, but laugh at the World; and 
where thy Prudence cannot avail thee, let th 
Contempt and Scorn defpile its Malice and Mi- 
ftakes. 

886 Live fo as to have no Caufe of blufhing in 


private. If thou ftandeft in awe of thy felf, thou 


es have no need of Seneca’s imaginary Over- 
eer. 

887 Since Life is a Game at Tables, if the 
Fore-game be not to thy With, neither whine nor 
curfe, but rouze thy Care to an After-game. 

888 In Matters of Ceremony, be neither f{pa- 
ring nor prodigal: If thou ufeft too few, thou'le 
pals for uncivil; if too many; foppith. 
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889 Conceive that another Man’s Intentions (how= ~ 
ever covered) are moft part for his own Ends, | 
though he pretend wholly thy Intereft and Ser- 
vice. 

890 Take no part with People that thou know- 
eft addicted to the difpraife of others. Thou 
knoweft not but thou may’ft have thy turn amongft 
them. 

891 In Youth and firm Manhood be diligent 
and painful; and then there will net be left much 
to be done when thou art old, and unfic for La- 
bour. 

892 If thou art not in Fault thy felf, and haft 
not contributed to thy Misfortune, comfort thy . 
felf, Thou art not the firft honeft Man that hath 
been ruined. 

893 Let thy Elogiums in Converfe be always 
within the Circumference of Reafon, that thofe 
thou praifeft may be perfuaded thou knoweft what 
thou fayeft. ; 

894 When thou writeft, thou fhouldeft diverh 
thy Difcourfe with Variety of Expreffions; becaufe 
the fame Images all along would tire the Mind of 
a Reader. 

895 Ever aim at the pleafing of a few; and be 
content to let the reft run aftray with Turks and 
Infidels, who make the greater Number of Man- 
ki 


ind. , 

896 If thou wouldeft draw others to thy Hu- 
mour, be often near and familiar in Difcourfe;, fo 
fhalt thou by degrees infufe thy Affections and Paf- 
fions into them. 

897 Thou mayft enquire out, and inform thy 
felf of any Man; 1. By his Servants and Work- 
men. 2. Efpials. 3. Hisown Actions. 4, Com- 
mon Report. 5. Familiars and Counfellors. 


$98 If 
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898 If thou ever haft a thorough Fall-out with -~-~ 
_ a Servant, never think of a thorough Reconciliation 
again . the only way is to part. 

899 Be courteous to every Man, but intimately 
acquainted only with good Men: So mayft thou 
fhun the Hatred of the one, and enjoy the other. 

goo Its not amifs fometimes to think of the 
worft of Evils before-hand; but to this Intent only, 
to endeavour to prevent, or bear, or defpife them, 
but not to fear them. 

go1 Be difcreet and patient: If shou canft not 
bear it to live among Fools and Knaves, thou 
muft feek for another kind of World than this. 

902 Praife.no Man too liberally before his Face, 
Nor cenfure him too feverely behind his Back: 
The one favours of Flattery, the other of Malice; 
and both are reprehenfible. 

903 If thou meaneft to gain Time and much 
Leifure, be not curious to know what thy Neigh- 
bour hath faid or done, or hath attempted; but 
only what thou doft thy felf or haft to do. 

go4 When thou goeft forth upon Bufinefs, con- 
fider with thy felf what thou haft to do; and 
when thou returneft, examine what thou haft 
done. | : 
~ gos Of ail things, endeavour to fettle Peace in 
thy own Breaft. If thou canft not find Tranquil-_, 
liry within thy felf, ’twill be to no purpofe to ieek 
it elfewhere. | 

906 Pay not before thy Work be done; if thou 
doft, ’twill never be well done; and thou'lt have 
but a Pennyworth for Two-pence. 

907 Teil not a Man in Mifery, he may e’ne 
thank himfelf for what he fuffers: for that would 
es inhamanly to infult him, and aggravate his 

ain. 
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908 Be willing to hear others; and afterwards, 
upon due Deliberation, do what thou thy felf thalt 
think rational, and moft convenient. 

909 Let thy Gifts be according to thy Ability : 
if they be too great, thowlt be thought a vain Pro- 
digal: and again, if they be too mean, a poor-{pi- 
rited Niggard. 3 

gto Contradi& not others out of Pride, either 
to fhew thy own Superiority of Underftanding, or 
e make it thought thou needeft not their Inftru- 

ion. 

ott Chriftian Religion bids thee forgive Ene- 
mies ; but Chriftian Prudence bids thee have a care 
how thou trufteft them. 

.9t2 If thy Affairs be well enough, feek not a 
Wife that will charge thy Eftate with too great a 
Jointure: it will perhaps cramp thee all thy Life; 
and it frequently ruins Pofterity. 

- 913 Wouldeft thou fpare thy felf a great deal of 

Trouble and Pains-taking? Regulate thy Concu- 
pifcence, and have no violent Inclination for any 
thing whatfoever. | 

914 Let not all thy Sentiments pour out at once, 
but come eafily dropping: then they'll go the far- 
ther, and be better underftood, and will continually 
keep up an agreeable Expectation. 

915 Speak not commonly ill of any Seé&, Party, 
Perfon or Action: but if ever thou doft, let it ma- 
nifeftly appear that it is wrung from thee merely by 
Truth, and not Malice, nor Pride, nor Envy. | 

916 In Converfation it’s better to admire, or be 
pleafed with, or at leaft not to diflike what others 
fay, than to endeavour to make them admire thee. 
No body loves to be out-done. 

917 Keep always fuch a Stock of ready Money 
by thee, as may anfwer all thy daily ee 

| is 
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This very thing will go a great way towards ma- 
king Life eafy. | 
. 918 I can fhew thee a Man whom chbu mutt 
“mot imitate. He hath aiways an hundred things 
begun, and finifheth not one: So he never does 
any thing, though he be everlaftingly bufy. 

919 If thou buyeft fine Books only to fet up in 
thy Clofer, and never readeft them; thou'lt be like 
a Man that getteth in nice Provifions, and never 
eats of them. 

g20 If thou receiveft as a private Man, .and 
Spendeft as a Prince; thou art like a Pool, whofe 
Watte lets more our than its Spring fupplies,; which 
mutt -needs be exhaufted. | 

921 Let it not be thy Sport to make a modeft 
Man blufh; perhaps fome in the Company may 

rivately difapprove of thy infulting an harmlefs 
Man, and may take his part. - 

922 Scoff not at any for his bodily Deformity : 

God who made him fo, could have made thee 
worfe. The impudenteft Devil of them all doth 
not mock at God’s Workmanthip. 
- 923 Take heed thou make no Comparifons. If 
any happen to be, praifed for fome Virtue, or brave 
Res praife not another for the fame in his Pre- 
fence. People love not to be over-match’d. __ 

924 Be not long and tedious in thy Speech; 
and fill not thy Narrations with {mall Circumftan- 
ces, that are of no Importance: An everlafting 
Impertinent makes miferable Mufick. . 

925 Refent not every Word or Action, which 
may (perhaps rationally ) be interpreted Difefteem 
or Undervaluing. An exceptious, peevifh Fellow 
were beft live alone. 

926 In talking, hold not thy Mouth fo near ano- 
ther’s Face, as to bedew his ey beans et 
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all Mens Breath is offenfive to others, and fome 
Mens abominable. . 

927 Imagine not that a Servant will quit his 
own Intereft to advance thy Profit. But if thou 
ufeft him kindly, and not imperioully, he may per- 
haps come to obey with chearfulnefs, and. at length 
make thy Interet his own. 

928 Speak not thy Words precifely according to 
true Spelling, but as others commonly pronounce. 
Say not London, but Lunnus : Not Sugar, but 
Shuger: Nort Half, bur Hafe. 

929 Accommodate thy felf as much as thou 
canft, and prudentially mayft, to the Humours, 
Pleafures and Defires of thy Friends thou keepeft 
_ company with, and all thou haft bufinels with. 
This will be a way for thee to live well with all 


en. 

930 Avoid all Affectation and Singularity. What 
is according ro Nature is beft, and what is contra- 
ry to it is always diftaftful. Nothing is graceful 
that is not our own. 

931 If one defireand beg any thing of ycu, be 
~ Not tedious in giving him his Anfwer. A Man is 
but half difappointed, when he has a quick and pe- 
remptory Denial. 

932 When thou art in the Company of Men 
that underftand the Matter better than thy felf, it’s 
as much more advilable to hear than to fpeak, as 
"tis better to reap than to fow. 

933 Seldom {peak in Superlatives or exprefs Ad- 
miratiom ; for thereby thou telleft the Company it’s 
" above thy Pitch, and perhaps they may fecretly 
defpife thee for ic. . 

934 Hold not Conference, Debate, or Reafon- 
ing with any Luft, “tis but a Preparatory for thy 
Admiffion of it. ‘Tae way is at the very firft fat- 
ly to deny it. 

; 935 Let 
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935 Let no Service done thee pafs unrewarded, 
at leaft by good Looks and Words; which may 
beget an Expedtation of real Benefits, when time 
fhall ferve. 

936 When thou art with Superiors, or with 
proud conceited Perfons that would fain be thought 
fo, endeavour not to fhew thou haft more Under- 
ftanding and Abilities than they. 

937 At all Houfes where-ever thou goeft, take 
care to leave the Servants pleafed ; efpecially if thou 
meaneft ever to come there again. For their 
Tongues are generally loofe hung. 

938 Let thy Carriage be friendly, but not fool- 
ifhly free: An unwary Opennefs caufeth Contempt, 
but a little Refervednefs Refpect; and handfome 
Courtefy, Kindnefs. 

939 Make it thy chief Defign, and thy great 
Bufinefs, not to be Rich andGreat: but foto live in 
this World, as that thou mayft reafonably believe 
thou haft God for thy Friend. | 

940 Be well advifed whom thou entreft into 
Friendfhip with. Cowardife will betray it, Co- 
vetoufnefs will ftarve it, Folly will lofe it, Paffion 
is apt to ruffle, and Pride will abufe and neglect 


it. 

941 Eftablifh not thy Difcourfe by Authority, 
Huffing, or laying of Wagers. No Man loves to 
be topped upon, but will judge thy Paffion is high, 
becaufe thy Reafon is low. 

942 Be not inconfiderately eager of getting thy 
felt out of a Scrape, coft what it will: this may 
eafily hamper thee worfe. The Fifth by ftruggling 
in the Net entangles its felf the more. 

943 Life is fhort; but comfort thou thy felf 
with this, The fewer thy Days are in number, the 
fewer fhall be thy Troubles, and the fooner fhale 


thou arrive at Happinels. 
944 In 
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944 In the committing of Evil, fear not Man 
fo much as thy own felf. Another is but one 
Witnefs againft thee; thou art a Thoufand. Ano- 
ther thou mayft avoid; but thy felf thou canft 
no. ~*~ | 

945 If thou intendeft to deny a Requeft, take 
time to do it in: for commonly, when the firft 
Heat of Defire is over, the Rigor of a Denial is 
taken with Indifference. 

46 Recover in thy ripe Years what thou haft 
Joft in thy Youth. And if thou haft gone aftray, 
take now good Advice, and a right Path, and walk 
in it to the End of thy Days. 
~ 947 Do not fay any longer that thou canft not 
be good. He never took the Bufinefs ferioufly in- 
to his Thoughts, he never gave all Diligence, who 
{peaks that wicked Word. 

948 Never truft a malicious Man, upon the 
Account that thou haft done him good Offices: 
For thou haft but fed a Dragon that will devour 
thee, if ever thou comeft within his reach. 

949 Be not troubled at any thing: but remem- 
ber that thou art a Part of the Univerfe ; and that 
nothing can betide thee, which is not for the Gocd 
of the Whole. | 

950 Exercife thy felf in Expe@ation of Evils: 
fo while the Mind pleafeth itfelf in thinking I am 
not thus yet, it prepareth itfelf againft ic may be 


O. | 
951 If thou art of a grateful Temper, have a 

care how thou accepteft of unneceffary Favours ; 

- for Requital may be difficult, and the Thoughts of 

it are afflicting. | 

_ 952 Be not too free and open in’ Converfation ; 

however pleafant thou mayft feem to Company, 

perhaps they may contemn thee, yea, and mifchief 

thee too afterwards, 7 

| . 953 Look 
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953 Look not before thee, behind thee, and on 
every fide, when thou fpeakeft; nor be in {0 great 
Fear to be taken in thy Words, that thou dareft 
not tell what o’ Clock ’tis, if one ask thee. 

954. Beware of being too much obliged by great 
Men. They will be apt to impofe Hardthips up- 
on thee. It may prove fuch a Slavery, as thou 
canft not eafily get out of. | 

955 If thou carelefly or wilfully difappointeft 
another, thou muft do him damage. But at the 
fame time thou hurteft thy felf more: for thou 


_ félleft thy Credit to redeem thy Uneafine’s. 


956 If chou art a Favourite to a great Man, aim 
not to have his Ear folely to thy felf: for his Slips 
fhall be fure to be imputed to thee; and what he 
doth well, to himéelf. . 3 

957 Keep thy Diftance to Superiors in fuch a 
manner, as to be rather beloved than flighted: and 
feem to walk rather humbly than fneakingly with 
them. | 

958 Endeavour not to make mighty Appearan- 
ces, and feem better, greater, or wifer than thou 
really art; left thou be examined, and ftripp’d, and 


_render’d lefs than thou fhouldeft be. 


959 Know the Secrets of thy Eftate; how much 
thou art able, and how much thou oughteft to 
fpend. But live not at the utmoft; fave fomething 
to pay for Misfortunes. 

960 Provide againft the Beginnings of Evils: 
for thofe Diforders which are at firft but little, ga- 
ther Strength in Tract of Time, and grow unma~- 
nageable. 

961 Speak not ill of any: If thou doeft it in 
his Abfence, it’s the Property of a bafe Coward to 
ftab a Man behind his Back: If to his Face, ’tis 
adding Affront to the Scandal. 


962 It’s 
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962 It’s more prudent to pafs by trivial Offences, 
than to quarrel for them. By che laft perhaps thon 
wilt not be even with thy Adverfary; but by the 
firft thou art above him. 

963 All that thou canft do is, To undertake with 
Probability, atcempt with Prudence, purfue with 
Diligence, and {upport intervening Accidents with 
Hope and Patience. 

964 It at any time thou fhalt be over-much 
preffed to do any thing haftily, be careful. Fraud 


and Deceit are always in hafte: Diffidence is the 


Right Eye of Prudence. 

965 Dare not to enrich thy felf by any difhonett 
or fordid Means; for in fo doing thou diftrufteft 
Providence, becomeft an Atheift, and putteft thy 
felf out of God’s Protection. 

966 Never do that in Profperity, or in a jolly 
Hour, which thou mayft be likely to repent of in 
Adverfity, or when the light Humour is over. 
Evermore think of what is to come. 

967 There is a Time when thou mayft fay no- 
thing, and a Time when thou mayft fay fomething. 
But there never will bea Time when thou fhouldeft 
fay all things. 

968 Accuftom thy Palate to what is moft ufual, 
and eafieft to be got. He that hangs after Rari- 
ties maft often feed difpleafed, and fometimes lie 
at the Mercy of a dear Market. 

969 What thou canft not comprehend of divine 
Myfteries, believe; and what thou canft believe, 
admire. The beft way to fee divine Light, is to 
- put out thy own Candle. 

970 Allow an old Man to like his own former 
Times better than the prefent; becaufe thofe things 
are to him Follies and Troubles now, that were 
Wifdom and Pleafure then. 


| 971 Affect 
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971 Affect and defire nothing fo paffionately; 
that thou muft be miferable without it: But fore- 
think what may come hereafter; and {pare Fortune 
thy Thanks and Curfes, | 

972 Purfue not a Victory too far. He hath 
conquered well, that hath made his Enemy fy: 
Thou mayft beat him to a defperate Refiftance, 
which may ruin thee. 

973 Keep about thee no morofe, proud Ser- 
vants, but tach as are of a good Afpect and. civil 
Demeanour: They will be a Credit to thee, and 
will a off rude Perfons. : 

974. If thou fitteltt by any at Tables, Cards, or 
any Game; neither advife, nor blame, nor take 
part: if thou do’ft, thou wilt look pragmatical, and 
the Party that lofeth will be diff wiiede os 

975 When thou fpeakeft of thy felf, ( which 
thou fhouldeft feldom do ) it muft be with Cau- 
tion and Modefty ; it being no lefs faulty in a Mar 
always to blame himfelf, than to boatft. 

976 Get the Command of thy own Time, and 
the happy Liberty of thinking freely; and then 
thou fhalt enjoy a more valuable Empire than 42 
thony fought for, or Cefar enjoyed. 

977 Be not too prefumptuouily fure in any Bu- 
finefs: For things of this World depend upon fuch 
a Train of unfeen Chances, that if it were in Man’s 
Hands to fet the Tables, yet is he not certain to 
win the Game. | 

978 Learn the Art of entertaining thy felf alone, 
without being weary or melancholy; and then thou 
fhalt not be much put to it for want of Recreation 
and Company. ; 

979 Let the Society thou frequenteft be like a 
Company of Bees gathered together to make Ho. 
ney; and not of Wafps, which do nothing but 
hum, devour, and fting. 

980 Suffer 


\ 
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980 Suffer not thy felf to be impofed upon by 
the Air, and fenfible Impreffion of Men: but re- 
tire within thy felf, and hearken to the Voice of 
thy inward, plain, and diftin&t Reafon. 

oe If thou avoideft Society too much, thou 
wilt be thought either poor-fpirited or proud, or 
fantaftick, or furly, or melancholy, or elfe a brute 
Beaft ; for all thofe fly the Company of Men. 

982 Confider what Opinion other Men have of 
thee; and in what Matter they will willingly hear 
thee, and give Credit to thee; and in no wife med- 
dle with any other Matter in their Company. 

983 Be not angry with thy Servant too long, left 
he think thee ill-natur’d; nor too foon, left he 
conceive thee pettifh ; nor too often, left he count 
thee humourfome. 

984 If thou wouldeft converfe profitably, thou 


. muft endeavour to be amongft thofe, that either 


may be made better, or elfe may make thee bet- 


ter. 

985 If any fpeak ill of thee, flee home to thy 
own Confcience, and examine thy Heart: If thou 
beeft guilty, ‘tis a juft Correction; if not guilty, 
*cis a fair Inftruction. 

986 If thou expecteft Death as a Friend, pre- 
pare to entertain it; if as an Enemy, prepare to 
overcome it. Death hath no Advantage, but where 
it comes a Stranger. | 

987 If thou wouldeft ftudy to Advantage, keep 
a peaceful Soul within a temperate Body. Fulnefs 
of Humours, and Turbulency of Spirits, diftract 
the Thoughts, and difable Judgment. 

988 In all thy Actions, remember God fees 


~ thee; and in all his Dealings with thee, labour to 


fee him. That will make thee fear him; this will 
make thee love him. 


989 Poetry 


—_——--s- oe a . 
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989 Poetry is a fweet and pleafant Honey. I 
advife thee only to tafte ic with the Tip of thy 
Finger, and not to live upon it: if thou do’ft, it 
wil diforder thy Head, and give thee dangerous 
Vertigo’s. 

990 I would not have thee ftudy merely for 
Study’s fake: No, infinite Thinking, that defigns 
no other Advantage but thy own private Satista- 
ction, is but a fort of ingenious Idlenefs. 

_ 991 Learn in Profperity to be filent, and not — 
tranfported: In Adverfity to be patient, and not 
dejected: In neither to be much altered: In both 

to be philofophically affected. | 

992 Let nothing in this World tempt thee to 
wrong thy Confcience: So wilt thou keep peace at 
_ home; which will be a fweet Refuge to thee in a 

Day of Trouble. : ) 

993 Engage not willingly in {uch a Courfe of 
Life, as Nature hath made thee unfit for. No- 
thing can be more miferable, and more inconfiftent 
with Tranquillity than that: Irs {wimming againft 
the Stream. 

994 Though the World be wicked, yet perfe- 
vere thou in Well-doing, even among, and to 
wicked Men. °*Twas the greateft Commendation 
of Peis that he could lead a good Life even in 
So 


995 Whenever thou defigneft any thing, firft 
take a Meafure of thy felf, and compare thy 
Force with thy Undertaking: For it is fhameful, 
and vexes a Man, not to go through with his 
Work. 7 oe 

996 Deny thy felf leffer Matters; that fo when 
the greater come, they may not have the Difad~ 
vantage of Uncouthnefs and perfect Strangenefs te 
enhance their Difficulty. 


997 To 


- 
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99% To divert at any timeatroublefome Fancy, 
--~ is but to run to thy Books: they prefently fix 
thee to them, and drive the other out of thy 
Thoughts. They always receive thee with the fame 
Kindnels. 

998 Make not War upon the Hypocrites and 
Flatterers; thou wilt have too many Enemies to 
encounter; and mayft be more affured of their 
Hatred, than of their Amendment. a 

999 Let the Exercife of thy Wits be always 
proper for thy Age, and never too much above it: 
And fo by Practice and Ufe in lighter Arguments, 
they will grow up at laft to excel in the moft 
weighty. . 

1000 In thy Judgment and Efteem of Men, con- 
{tantly prefer the good Temper of their Minds, 
and Honefty of their Actions, above all the Ex- 
cellencies of their Eloquence or Knowledge. 

1oor Haunt not too much thy Friend’s Houfe, 
for fear he wax weary of thy often coming: Nei- 

_ ther be too long abfent, for that may caufe Sufpicion 
that thou artgrown cool, which may turn to aStrange-- 
nefs, and by degrees to a Diflike. 

too2 With the Ireful, it’s not beft to be impor- 
tunate to crave Pardon, nor to labour in fhewing 
them their Miftake; but to requeft that Revenge 
may be deferred. | 

1003 If thou defireft Eafe, in the firft place take 
care of the Eafe of thy Mind; for that will make 
all other Sufferings eafy: Bur nothing can fupport 
a Man whofe Mind is wounded. 

1004 Be not over troublefome, and over pret - 
fing, to inform thy felf of fuch things as thou doft 
not know ; for it may prejudice the Opinion Men 
have of thy Parts and Intelligence. 


100g If 
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toos If thou fhouldeft chance to quarrel, do 
not fay all the Evil thou knoweft of him thou art 
fallen out with ; but do it in fuch a manner as to leave 
room fur an Accommodation. 

1006 When any one is ill fpoken of for fome bad 
Actions laid to his Charge; if it be.as probable he 
hath not done it, as that ‘he hath, then Charity 
obliges thee to believe the beft. 

1007 Let no Pleafure tempt thee, no Profit al-. 
Tare thee, no Ambition corrupt thee, no Example 
{way thee, no -Perfuafion move thee, to do any 
thing which thou knoweft to be Evil. : 

1008 Alway retain an inflexible Honefty and 
Truth, When that comes to be known, ’twill give 
thee a Reputation in the World, and bring thee 
into BuGnefs and Employment: and that is the way 
to thrive. | 

1009 Recollect often what Thoughts, Purpofes, 
Temper of Mind and Spirit were upon thee, when 
thy AffiiGions were upon thee, or thy Deliverances 
frefhly given to thee. : 

1010 Think with thy felf, when a Temptation 
preffeth,; would I commit this Crime, if the Firm- 
nefs ef my Health, and the Thread of my Life 
were to be broken off the next Hour? 

torr Ufe thy felf to this Thought: If I have 
but enough for my felf and Family, I am Steward 
only for my felf: If I have more, I am but a 
Steward of that Abundance for others. 

1012 Make thy felf thy great Study; and learn 
to eftimate and value thy felf juftly. He that 
knoweth not what is fic for one in his Circum- 
ftances, will never be able to maintain a due 
Efteem. | 

1013 "Tis not good to be always feigning ; ’tis 
fometimes dangerous. Thou wilt have much ado 

to 
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to keep the Vizard always on. And if it be once 
pulled off, thou’lt look moft defpicably. 

ro14 If thou fufpecteft thy Adverfary hath a 
Plot againft thees let thy firft Care be to inje& a 
Delay to it, till thou haft time to fearch into it, to 
difperfe or defeat it more effectually. 

_ yor If thou inviceft any to thy Houfe, thew 
thy felf {weet and kind, and with a clear Face. It’s 

a Sin againft Hofpitaliry, to open thy Doors ang 
fhut thy Countenance. | 

1016 If thou wouldeft retain any in thy Com- 
pany, deceive the Time with harmlef$ Mirth and 
Entertainment; which may draw their Attention 
from being much awake to obferve how late it 
is. 

1017 If thou falieft upon Men, when their 

“Thoughts are abroad in their Pleafures, they can- 
not come home to themfelves foon enough to 
{tand upon their Guard, and make Refiftance. 
_ 1018 Be not too greedy and hafty in begging of 
Favours; fot thou thus ravifheft that, which would 
have come with confent at the Séafon intended. 
It’s like the plucking off a Courtefy in the Bud be- 
fore it be ripe. 

1019 Be not too confident of the Service of 
fuch as have an Intereft of their own going, as 
well as thine: they will, like the Hawk, eat the 
Fowl themfelves, which they fhould take for their 
Mafter. 

1029 In Expences, if thou beeft fluent in one 
kind, be fparing in another. Confider what is beft 
to lay thy Money out upon: And keep one hand 
fhut, while the other is open. 

1021 Suffer not thy felf to be too much pof- 
fefled by what thou haft. The fafter thou art glewed 
‘to any thing, the more Pain thou wilt have when 
thou fhalt be rent from it. 

1022 If 
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1022 If thou canft not prevail for thy entire 
Requeft, ask lefs for the prefent, and importune a 
Grant by way of Experiment: When they find 
they may grant more, perhapsthey will, Daw. i. 12. 

1023 In great Defervings and Expeétations of 
Reward, it’s beft not to feem affuming and arro- 

ting: for then the Obligation ends in'l 

Fie “that rewards thee, looks for thy Thanks. 
- 1024 Be not free with great ones, or People of 
grave Natures: Broaching of pleafantc Humours at 
unfeafonable. Times, is like Fiddlers ftriking up 
where People are bufy. 

1025 To incline Men to communicate their 
Knowledge of their Art to thee, ufe a modeft In- 
finuation, that thou art not quite ignorant; and 
take notice {moothly how eminent they are. 


ngratitude. . 


1026 When thou art calumniated, exprefs nei- 


ther Anger nor Revenge ; but fit unconcerned, and 
{tir nothing which may farther provoke, rather 
than appeafe the Slander. 

1027 Fret not thy felf; when thou feeft the Re- 
ward of Wifdom diftributed among Fools. Irs 
the ordinary Way of the World to keep Folly at 
Helm, and Wit under Hatches. | 

1028 Keep a fair Correfpondence, where thou 
canft fairly and fafely, with the Wicked, as well as 
with the Good; becaufe thou’lt fometimes ftand in 
need of their Affiftance. 

1029 Rally not with Perfons below thee, left 
thou lofe the Refpect they owe thee, and the Com- 
pany laugh at thee: but only with thy Equals, that 
fo thou mayft not be contounded, if they return 
Raillery for Ribaldry. 

1030 Be not eager and forward in counfelling of 
others; for the ill fuccefs which frequently happens: 
to good Advice will be laid to thy ek i and 
feldom fhalt thou be thanked for the Good. __ 
| 1031 Take 


ee 


[ 76}. 


1031 Take good heed, that Bufinefs and Care 
never get within thee: but whatever Conftraint 
they may lay on thy Actions and outward Atten- 
dance, yet keep thy Mind always at its own Difpo- 
fal. 


1032 Study thy felf to rectify thy own Tem- 
per, and where by Conftitution thou art inclined 
to any Ill, there particularly take care to amend 
fuch Inclination, and to govern it by Rules of 
Virtue. 

1033 Multiply not fubordinate ACtions too faft; 
nor go on too far in Bufinefs, till thou hat fome 
fmail Succefs. So mayft thou take off thy Pen 
fairly, without harm to the Paper, without fhedding 
a Blot upon thy Credit. | 

1034 When thou wouldeft oblige one to keep 
Promife, ‘twill be good to procure fome Token of 
Remembrance. Fis at every Appéarance re- 
news the Importunity, and follicits atreth. 

1035 In Bufinefs of Paflions and Affections, be 
fufpicious of thy felf. Remember -that in fuch 
Cafes thou art open and foft to Advantages, Thefe 
are the Molles Aditus. 

- 1036 In the firft Onfet of a Requeft, one way 
is, firft to found ‘them afar off artificially; the 
other, by unexpected coming on them ; and fome 
quick Queftion, which prevents Deliberation. 

1037 When thou haft a Suit to any, pick out 
for it Times of Joy, Mirth, and Pleafure. He 
cannot put on Ill-nature, nor Severity enough to 
rsd thee, provided thou interrupteft not his Plea- 

ures, 

4038 Stand not always upon the nice Pun@i- 
lio’s and Points of State and Place; but remit, and 
fubmit, as Occaiions vary and require. They that 
will not do thus, are too ftraitlaced for BufinefS 
and Society. 


1039 Be 
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1039 Be not over hafty in thy Defigns. Great 
Defigns require great Confiderations; and they 
muft have their time of maturing, or otherwife 
they will prove abortive. 

1040 Bo not think it impoffible to be a wife 
Man, and to be refpected as fuch an ore, with- 
out looking fowre upon it. Wifdom makes Men 
ferious, but not ill-natur’d. 

1041 Give not up thy felf to Pleafure and Eafe ; 
for if thou ufeft thy felf thereto, thou fhalt not be 
able to fuftain the common Troubles of Life; and 
much lefs Adverfity, if it happen. 

_ 1042 Give no Alms to a wicked Perfon, if thou 
thinkeft fuch Alms will fupport his Vice; as if he 
will continue in Idlenefs, or if he will fpend it in 
Drunkennefs or Wantonnefs. 

1043 Keep no more Servants than thou haft . 
full Employment for. And if thou haft a good 
one, look upon him with no feverer an Afpedt, 
than thou wouldeft on an humble poor Friend. 

1044 Let thy Thoughts and thy felf be fuch as 
thou -wouldeft not be afraid to have God know 
them: And thy Words to God, as thou needeft 
not be afhamed Men fhould hear them. 

ro45 Marry not too Young, nor too Old; left 
thou be fond in the one, and doat in the other, 
and repent. For he that repents him of his own — 
Act, either is or was a Fool by Confeffion. 

1046 Often think how near thou ftandeft to 
another World; and what an Account thou muft 
give there. And fo live now, as will be moft for 
thy Comfort at Death. 

1047 If thou wouldeft be eafy and happy in thy - 
Family, obferve Difcipline an Method. Every 
one fhould know their Duty ; and there fhould bea 
Time and a Place for every thing. — 


1048 Ac- 
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1048 Accufe not others, to excufe thy felf; for 
that is neither generous nor juft. But let Sincericy 
and Ingenuity be thy Refuge, rather than ill Craft 
and Falfhood. 

1049 Be not confident and port: in uncer- 
tain Matters; but report things modeftly and tem- 
perately, according to the Degree of that Perfuat- 
on and Belief thou haft of it. 

1050 Study that fine Art of being fecret, and 
yet civil. He that fets up for Converfation, and is 
not Matter of this, had need of a fufficient Stock 
of Confidence, elfe he muft break. 

1051 Speak with Contempt of no Man. Every 
one hath a tender Senfe of Reputation. And eve- 
ry Man hath a Sting, which he may, if provoked 
too far, dart out at one time or other. 

1052 If Paffion feize thee, and thou canft not 
avoid it, fee that it difcharge itfelf without Preju- 
dice to any other. This is a way to prevent much 
Vexation and Mifchief. 3 

1053 Often thou mayft put off People with 
conditional Prothifes, and fair Words: But a pofi- 
tive Promife thou oughteft never to make, but 
where thou meaneft to perform it punctually. 

1054. So order the Method and Courfe of thy 
Study and Bufinefs, that there fhall never be any 
{pare Time lying upon thy Hands; and then ’twill 
never feem to pafs away too flowly and wearily. 

1055 If thou fuppreffeft Anger in thy felf, rhou 
conquereft with Hercules one of the Furies: But i€ 
thou tameft all thy Paffions, thou leadeft Cerberus 
in Chains. | 

1056 Make the Thoughtsof Mortality familiar, 
and habicuate thy felf into a Capacity of dying. 
This will prevent the great Amazement which a 
Fit of Sicknefs might caufe. = 


1057 Ra- 
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1057 Rather perfuade chy felf, than thy Friend, 
to keep thy own Counfel: For how thou 
have another keep that Secret, which concerns him 
nat; when thou thy {lf canft noc, whom i doth 
concern? 

1058 Make no trial of thy Friends, fo as tolofe 
them: and yet my them fometimes: which thou 
mayft do, if not payne Ure of them, thou feign-. 
ide and makeft as though thou hadit need of 
them. 

1059 Avoid the Company of thofe that are ve- 

y Poor and Neceffitous; very Proud, Scornful, 
5 are Di » Criticifers, Cenfo- 

tious; as alfo of Jefters, Jeerers, and Buffoons. - 

1060 Let thy Jefts look not like the Iffue of 
Labour and Study, as if they were pas from 
thy Brain; but be caly and acute, elfe not they, 
but chou wilt be the Obje& of Laughrer. 

1061 Try to be happy in this very prefent Mo- 
ment; and put not off being fo to a Time to 
come: as though that Time fhould be of another 
Make from this, which is already come, and is 
ours. 

1062 Engrofs not all the Talk, though thou 
beeft in never fo jocund a Humoyr. The Good- 
will and Favour of the Company is as well gotten 
df giving Ear courteoufly, as by {peaking pleafant- 


y: 

1063 When thou makeft Prefents, ler them be 
of fuch things as will laft long; to the end they 
may be in fome fort immortal, and may frequent- 
ly refrefh the Memory of the Receiver. 

‘ shar ati all stasis acy ar hel th Pati in or- 
er: ains w uffciently ’ pai 
with hue Fate ce 


2065 Ic’s an uahand“m-, and an ill-bred thing, 
to talk too much ts of thy Entertain- 
- Ment 
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ment .by way of. either Boaft or Excufe, either as 
‘to Difhes or Dreffing, = 

1066 Thou wilt ever find thofe Friends firmeft, 
that are purchafed by thy Virtue: Thofe will con- 
tinue ftedfaft, if thou falleft from thy Heighe. 
Bur if thou are without Defert, thou wilt be left 
without a Caufe. 

1067 To work a Man to thy. Bent: 1. Know 
- -his Inclinations. 2. Obferve his Ends. 3. Search 

out his Weaknefs. And fothou mayft either draw 
or drive him. a 2 

1068 Believe not that every one loves thee. 

‘This is a fond Coniceit,.which commonly young 
unexperienced People, and good Natures, are apt 
to take up: and it frequently brings them into the 
Briars. | 7 oy ese. 
1069 Never fquander away the precious Time, 
when thou findeft thy felf fic for Study or BuGnefs. 
Oh! that is a Golden Hour: Jofe it not whatever: 
happens in the way to catth it from thee. 

1070 I love not to fee a great Lump of. Books 
lumbering about a Chamber or Study: It {peaketh 
cither a rambling unprofitable Reading, or a flo- 
venly, lazy way of living. a eo 

1071 Be'fure lofe nothing that is worth keeping. 


This will make thy Store full intime. It was nor: 


much for his Credit, that-boafted he had forgotten 
more than his Antagonift had read. 

1072. Let the Care of one Bufinefs.be com- 
mitted but to one Perfon; for otherwife, beGdes 
Difagreement which may ayife when Account is 
taken, every one’s Affwer is, That he thought o- 
thers had done it. © aa 
. 1073 If thou defireft to be a plaufible and very 
acceptable Companion, thou haft need comply 
with every one; and be always gay. chearful and 
ee com- 


a 
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_complaifatit, Without dny. Humour- of thy owns 
pu borrowing that of the Company. 

- 1074. In telling of pleafant Stories; avbid tequent 
Ge. Quoth he; ‘Said Is And fo Sirs Gre. - 
fall not into tedious ‘Repetitions, and Atel 
- Circumftances. 

1075 In committing a Secret to another, thou 
- fhoulde&t imitate tsofe, who in: trying whéther a 
-new Veffel be: leaky, firlt Prove. it with. ‘Warr, 
- before they: eruft it wich Wine. ::: 0 
..., 1076 [f-ever: thou ‘hafk occafien‘+to. borrows or 
take upon truft, make it thy great Care>to reftore 


and pay well; and then thoult ‘not ‘dimmmifh thy ) 


Eftate. or Reputation. | 
: 1077 Have not too low Thoughts of thy felf. 

. The Confidence a Man:hath:of-his being pleafime 
in his Demeanor, is a Means whereby he infallibty 
: cometh to be-fuch, 

1078 Thou miayft learn; as “much | by. ‘others 
- Faults,‘ as by their inftru€tions. ° The: Examples-of 
Imperfetions are ina manner as ufeful towards the 
making a Man perfect, as thofe of Wifdom and 
Perfection. 

1079 Above all things in the World, pug not 
‘People into thorough brights. .Some:have never 
-recovered’ it..as. long -ag ‘they’ tived: ‘ He’s an: ex- 
ceeding ill Man, that makes no difference between 
Mirth and Mifchief..: ": 

1080 Never maintain’ an’ Argument with vain. 
— Drolls and Buffoons, who: make thy Serioufne(s 
‘their Sport: and if. they can but compafs it to 
make the Company laugh. the whole: ‘Current will 
run apainit thee. 

- qo81 At Table, thou art n6t to obarve what, 
‘and how others edt; nor art thou to difpraife or 
-praife immoderately: the Meat, or finell to it. If 

E2 - ~ thou 


pe weer 
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thou fufpecteft it, lec ic alone, and offend not o- 
th 


ers. - 

1082 Beware of fullen Silence in Company, and 
difcontented Looks; thy eh turning to all, while 
thy Face ftandeth ftill. "I'will be though thou 
diflikeft them all, and cenfureft what every one 
{peaks or does. 

1083 When thou art threatned with fome un- 
welcome Accident of Life, lofe not time in exa- 
mining how heavy the Blow will be; but rather 
think of the Meansto avoid it, or elfe prepare thy felf 
» Tog. Brag not of hav bliged thy Friend: “tis 

1084 not of having o tl tend; ° 
an Injury to him, if thou doft but fj Jof it. Leave 
it to him to celebrate thy Generofity. Thou canft 
not with for a more remarkable Teftimony of his 
Gratitude. = | 

1085 Set not thy Heart upon corporeal Pleafure ; 
for the Defire of it is full of Anxiety, the Purfuir 
of it tormenteth with Doubt and Fear, the Satiery 
of it is Repentance, and Loathing is its certain 
Confequence. | : 

1086 Procure with all Diligerice, that in every 
Place and Action thou mayft be inwardly free, 
and Mafter of thy felf; and that all things may be 
under thee, that thou mayft be Lord of” thy AGi- 
ons. 
1087 Learn this from me, and affure thy felf, 
the beft way for every one is, not to be crafty and 
over-reaching, but plain and fincere; and that it’s 
very poffible to be fo, end yet remain wile and 
prudent in .thy Affairs. 


1088 When thou art afraid thy Offers or Peti- | 


tions will hardly tt accepted: or granted, the beft 
way will be to ee it by Parcels, that one 
Piece may be digefted before the other be offered. 


1089 [f 


a ER oer a ee wee - 


we ee ee ee oo: 


[ 83 ] 

1089 If thou art & Mafter, command according 

to Reafon and Sweetnefs; not imperioufly, or with 
fuch opprobrious Language, as may difcontent and 
chafe away 2 Servant. 
e 1090 Take heed how thou offendeft Men raifed 
from low Condition. They commonly retain bafe 
Se are ever jealous of Affronts and Contempt; 
an 


will moft eafily come to hate and mifchief 


thee. 
1091 If what thou reporteft be not believed, 
do not fwear it, nor grow hot, nor ufe any Im- 


| 


precations upofi thy felf, nor lay Wagers, nor.con- — 


ceive thy {elf engaged ro defend it, or that he that 


believes thee not, affronts thee. | 

-1092 If thou wouldeft. live quiet, take heed not 
to provoke Men that are in Power; but live with- 
out i lage eae And if thou canft not make 
all great Men thy Friends, it may fuffice to keep 
them from being thy Enemies. 

1093 If thou art page to any fecret Folly, 
blab it not abroad, left thou appear impudent; 


much lefs boaft of it, left thou feem ersialy - 


Every Man’s Vanity ought to be his greateft Shame, 
and every Man’s Folly his Secret, 


would have thee deal 5 yet fo 


Ke) 
Gincerel » that thou needeft nor fear the Examina- 
tion of thy Actions and Purpofes; and baft no rea- 
fon to retufe Witneffes, even of thy very Thoughts, 
if fuch a thing were poffible. 

1095 Ufe not at Table any flovenly, nafty, or 
maufeous Difcourfe; nor find fault with the Meat 


or Drefling; nor be angry with thy Servants; nor . 


do any thing that may interrupt the Cheartulnefs 
of the Company. 

1096 Say not, This is true, and J can juftify it; 
-yet I pray {peak not of it to any one : for this is an 
unfair, and an unfafe way of pone Rather — 

3 cp 
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keep’ the matter: to iy feif, and. furely no harm 
will come of it. . — 

Yag7.-Avoid> that. oroF feetdicus Spirit (oppes. 


fite to the Spirit of Bufinefs ) whieh tums after the 
Pleafurer of.‘mere.: Knowing » OF the. ‘Glory of Be- © 


ing accounted Learned. 


-1098 When. thou judgeft- of: ‘apanieulie ‘Aétion, 
thou att to:confder the {everal Ciroumfances and - 


Motives, and the whole Man, by whom it was 
performed, before.thou giveft:it a Mime. 


-1099 Addinova fecond Rvil to that-which thow. 
already .endurefts by faffering thy : fel to. be- over | 
come ‘with. Impatience. Impatienqe-dbes not-di- 


minifh, buc always augments the Evil” 


roo ‘Beware of defiring every thing thou art 


pleated withal. If for the obtaining of it thou muft 
do any: thing that is unhandfome, or undergo great 


Trouble: or. Hatreds: its’ “may. avis that’ thou : 


think no more of it. 


110% Put not‘on the Gravity. of a Man ‘of Un- | 


derftanding, nor {peak in Print, atmong-‘fuch ‘as 
know nothmg. But let thy felf down to thofe 


thou converfeft with; and fometimes affect Igno- ; 


rance. 


1102 Appear not in: Converfation folliciteus to. 


engrofsiall:the Refpect to thy*felf, but-be content 
with a reafonable Diftribution ;' and. allow it to 
others, that. thou mayft have it returned to thee. 
1103 Be fearful only. of: thy felf; and ftand in 
‘awe of none more than of thine own Contcience. 
There is a Cato in every Man; a fevere Cenfor 


of. his Manners. And he that reverences this 
Judge, will feldom do any thing he need repent 
ae . 


- iog-Do-nething that’ may jufly vive Offtnée 


to‘well-bted and- virtuous Perfons by undéecent Be~ ' - 
eaNioaey as lolling,. ftaring about, frequent’ chang~ ~ 


ing 


~~. 
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ing Poftures, making odd Faces, much Spitting; 


1105 Let’all Men know thee; but let no Man > 
know thee‘thoreughly. Asno Man dares crofs a 
Kiver on foot, till he have found out the Depth of" 
the Ford even fo a Man is reverenced; {0 long 
as the Bottom of his Capacity is not feen. 

1106 Qverload not Gratitude; he that finds 
himfelf in an Impoffibility to make Satisfaction,’ 
will break off the, Correfpondence, The way to 
lofe fome fort of Friends, is exceflively to’ oblige 
them: for being unable to repay, they will with- 
draw; and from being obliged Friends, tarn Ene- 
mies. - 

1107 It’s not fufficient for thee to obferve the 
effential Duties of. Probity, which make a godd 
Man: But alfo thou art to practife thofe of Soci- 
ety, which make a well-bred Man. 

~ 1108 Wait upor him whom thou art to fpeak 
to, with thy Eye; for there be many cunning Men’ 
that have fecret Heads, and tranfparent Counte-, 
nances.- Yet this would be done with a demure 
abafing of thy Eye fomertmes. | 
- 1109 In feeking Victory over thy Nature, fet 
not thy felf too great, nor too fmall Tasks: for 
the firft will make thee heartlefs by often Failings 5, - 
and the fecond will make thee nepligent, though, 
by often Prevailings, : te ats 
-tt19 Come not to Converfation with Fears for. 
thereby thou accufeft thy felf of Weaknefs, and’ 
wilt be difabled; and the Company will take thee. 
- at thy word, and nor much efteem thee, nor mind 

what thou fayeft. | 

— rrtr Ufe not a direct Contradiction to any-ones, 
unlefs it be a very impudent Inferior. Irs an“ AY’ 
front, becaufe it’s a fort of giving the Lie ‘tovthe, 
Underftanding and Honefty of another; 

: E 4 1112 Nes 
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r11z Never pals Sentence in Choler, or any 
- other Perturbation, left thou find juft Caufe (as 
_ Philip of Macedon } of Appeal from thy Self blind- 
ed with Paffion, to thy Self feeing with the Eye 
of Reafon. | 7 

1113 Regard not trivial Emulations, Difrefpe, 
and Oppofitions in fmall Matters; but be at wea 
with thy Confcience, have a Value for thy felf, and 
go fubftantially about thy own Bufines. 

1114, Whenfoever thou breakeft out of thy 
common way, and falleft into Anger, Difcontent - 
or Jollity ; at fuch a time take heed, and let Pru- 
dence keep thee, elfe thy Tongue will be apt to 
run away with thy Brains. 

1115 Be ever diftruftful of a fearful and cow- 
‘ardly Perfon; as being the more to be feared than 
others, in regard that wanting Courage and Gene- 
rofity, he will be apt to make ufe of Artifices and 
_ Treachery. Add to this, fuch are ever apt to be 

moftcruel, a 

1116 Take a litte Leifure to confider what 
frightens thee: perhaps thou wilt noc fear it at all, 
when thou fhalt have refleGed on it. Ac leatt, 
the Apprehenfion thou haft of it will not be 0 

ft 


1117 Keep thy felf as much as may be from 
being interefted in other Mens Affairs, and from 
becoming their Guarantee, and refponfible for 
what they do. Thy own Bufinefs and Actions may 
find thee Concern and Employment enough.” 

1i18 If thy Friend misbehave -himfelf toward 
thee, break not off Friendfhip therefore immedi- 
ately ; but rather try by all means to reform him: 
So fhale thou nor only retain to thee thy old Friend, 
but fhalt alfo double bi Friendfhip. 

1119 If one ask a Favour of thee, which thou 
haft no mind to grant, make no frivolous sear 

r 
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for they but difoblige: But a hahdfome manly De- 
nial, with a plain Reafon offered, often fends away 
a Petitioner fatisfied: - 

1120 Make it the Bufinefs of thy Life not to 
grow rich or famous, but to be innocent, and as 
ufeful to the World as thou canft. Thou wilt be 
more pleafed with. the Good thou haft done to 
others, than with that thou haft done to thy feif. 

. u321 If thou wouldeft be informed what God 
has written concerning thee in Heaven; look into 
thine own Bofom, and fe what Graces be hath 
there wrought in thee. , | 

1122 Let no fcurrilous Language fly out of thy 
Mouth. Revile and curfe no Man, thou 
beeft never fo angry: Imprecations will fet the 
Company againft thee, and lay thee open to Cen- 
fure; but will not hurt him againft whom thou ut- 
tereft them. i. 14 

1123 If any begin a Relation, fay not, I knew 
it all. And if he report ic not fully or rightly, tell 
him not, Ic was not fo, But have patience till he 
has done; and then thou mayft (Leave being ask- 
ed) fay, Things are differently told; and I have 
heard it thus, or, with this Addition. 

at In Studies, whatfoever thou commandeft 
upon thy felf, appoint fet Hours for ir, But for 
whatfoever is agreeable to thy Nature, and delight- 
ful co thee, take no care for any fet Times, for 
thy Thoughts will fy to ic. of themfelves. 

1125 In feconding another, add fomewhat of 
thy own; if thou wourdeft grant his Opinion, let 
_ ic be with fome Diitin@ion; if thou wilt follow 
his Motion, let ic be with Condition; if thou al- 
loweft his Counfel, let it be with alledging farther 
Reafon. ; 

3126 Wear good Cloaths: They open ail Doors 
to us, ahd procure neon "Tis the exterior 

5 Par 


[; 88} 
Part: ftriking. firft: the fight. chat:.-mgkes:the-firft, 
Impreffion: and doubtlefs we ought to make that. 
firft Impreffion favourable. at ae a 
1127. Sometimes conceal-a Secret from thy moft 
intimate Friend, or. at leaft for a while: Orher- 
wife he may think thou haft. delivered the reft to 


him. ON ag ae ge gs oie ee g She hy 
-1128 If thou contemneft and . regardeft nog, a 


{mall Faule,.thou. commitreft.a free one, LeU: 
aflage:, NO NE: a: 
lice; left ic make a Breach;.and chat: Breech., lea: 


oughteg to. give the Water,no 


in an Inundation. he At = 

1129 When thou fpeakeft to any, efpecially of 
Quality, look them. full in the Face; other Ge- 
ftures betraying either want. of Breeding,..Confi-. 
dence, or Honefty. Dejected Eyes .cgnfels (-to 
moft Judgments) Guilt, or low Spirits, or- Polly. 

1130 Be always. in Hoftility againit- Vices; and 
in perfect Harmony. with thy felf. Now-tg com- 
pafs thefe thou art only to keep up an Agreement 
between thy Words and Thoughts; :thy ACions 
and Words, and thy Defires and AGions. 


1131 To keep a Friend, be not with him too 


long at a Time: Study his Temper;. make thy 
Company pleafant; at leaftwife not uneafy to him. 
Therefote dwell not too much upon thy own 
Grievances, or others Mifdoings; or any. thing 
elfe, that may either vex, or fire him. | 
-- 3132 Where thou meaneft never to return, 
extend thy Liberality at firtt coming; or as thou 
{eeft convenient, directing thy abode there. For 
what thou giveft at parting is quite lott. 

1133 Letters are a Proxy Method of conver- 
fing at a Diftance; therefore write them in almoft 
as familiar a Szile as thou wouldeft difcourfe with 
the Perfon, if he were, actually prefent. 

; 2 1134 Leave 


him, out of a Facility, rather than Confidence in- 


a awe 
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i+34 [eave Cares and Troubles to others, and 
gettto thy fim Cattnnefs and Quiet: So fhalt thou 
polters ar Prippinets’ which Kings can neither keep 
witli cherr@tvess nor fuffér among their Neigh- 
bours. 7 
1135- Iewere.better to diféredit Vice with Scorn, 
thar toe ptresitr Reputation by Invectives: and to 
lirgl with Sticces, than to put thy felf into any 
Chole without Pfofit. Confider other Mens Fol- 
lies without partaking of them. In my Opinion, 

TSsemoeriths was wifer than Heraclitus. ne 

* 1136" When thou writeft to thy Friend, ftudy ; 
riot How to make an elaborate Piece of it, as if 
thou wert’ penning an Oration. But purfue thy | 
Girt Intention at random; and run on, letting one 
Thought’ and Word beget another. | 

1137 Do nothing by mere Imitation; but pu 
fue the Dictates of thy own Senfe, and the pecu- 
lar Mode of thy Thought. For whatever is for- 
ced and affected, is unnatural and naufeous. | 

- 1138 Since thou canft net wholly efcape the 
Attacks of Paffions and Perplexities, there is no 
way left for thee, but to endeavour all thou canft 
to fubdue or divert them. 

1139 Thou muft pardon a-thoufand fmall Faults, 
and Failings in thy Friends, if thou wilt live well 
with them. Nay I muft fay. if thou wilt ‘live at 
Peace with thy fel .  ~ | a 

_1140 Refolve fometimes, upon occafion, tn de- 
ny thy felf, fome Sazisfactions, which thy Appetite 
craves, though they feem reafonable. This will 
make Difappointments, and crofs Accidents eafier. 

-r1at If thou art of agood-natur’d, foft and picy- 
ing Difpofition, be not uwarily free to Strangers, 
or Relations of a mean Fortune; left they crave 
too much, and think all thou haft their due. 


1142 Hea- 
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1142 Hearken to the Voice of thy own Rea- 
fon (not Fancy) fpeaking within thee. And 
whenever thou art convinced that thou oughteft to 
do any thing, do it quickly and certainly. Say to 
thy felf, Lought, and therefore I will 

1143 Be not too wary and cautious in thy Opi- 
nion about {mall things among wife Men: For to 
whifper Proclamations is ridiculous: and not tell 2 
Man what Day of the Month it is, withont formal 
confidering, is extreamly filly. 

3144 If thou wilt be judging, praGife firft at 
home: and if thou continueft that, till there be 
nothing to correct; I doubt not bur thy Neigh- 
bours will be well enough fecured againft thy Be- 


tra 
1145 Whenever thou findeft the ill Humour 
fermenting within thee, and ready to break out 


in Declamations againft thy Brethren: Check ir 


with this thort Queftion; Would I my {elf be thus 
ufed ? 


1146 Be not too frank and open in Difcourfe, | 


nor loofe in Carriage; for it lays a Man naked, 
and expofes him to the Contempt and Cen(ure of 
fuch as are more compofed and recollected. 

1147 Attempt only fuch things as thou mayft 
means judge are within thy Power: Giving 
over an Enterprize is difcreditable; for it imply- 
eth either Folly in the Affaying, or Levity in the 
Profecuting. ae 

1148 Labour to forefce and prevent Evils: but 
when it is come to that, that they exceed thy 
Power of Refiftance, “will be beft, by timing, 
and difcreet waiting, to expect i pedir For 
things in time may have contrary Revolutions. 


oe 


1149 Ee- 


| 


| 


Lot J 

1149 Before thou reprehendeft another, confi- 
der, and take heed thoy art not guilty of the fame 
thing, or a worfe. If thou cleanfeft a Blot with 
blotted Fingers, thou wilt make a greater Blur. 

1150 Be generally lefs apt to fpeak, than to hear: 
What thou heareft thou receiveft; what thou 
{peakeft thou giveft. It is more glorious indeed to 
give; but more profitable to receive. | | 

1151 Make ufe of Time if thou valueft Eter- 
nity. Yefterday cannot be recalled: To Morrow 
can’t be affur’d: To Day only is thine; which if 
thou procraftinateft, thou lofeft: which lofs is loft 
for ever. | 

1152 Never fay any Thing either in a Man’s Pre- 
fence or Abfence, which may difpleafe him, un- 
lefs there be a good Reafon for fo doing:. Why 
fhouldeft thou needlefly make thy felf Enemies ? 

1153 Be not over-earneftly defirous of being 
beloved. If thou beeft perceived never {0 little 
to exceed in the Artifices of infinuating thy felf, 
thou wilt become contemptible and odious. 

1154, If thou happeneft to be advanced in the 
World, -remember to retain the fame Humility 
thou hadft before thy Rife. And Jook back to the 

Intentions that fojourned with thee. in thy — 
ower Eftate. | 

1155 I would have thee either not hear, or not 
mind {mall Injuries; nay, if thou wert told them, 
I would not have thee know the Author. In fo 
doing thou may{ft mend thy felf, and never be 
malicious to the. Perfon. 

1156 Beware of fetting up that fturdy Refolu-. 
tion which fome make, never to give over what 
they have once begun; but at all Adventure, to 
goon, come what will of it? This may run thee 
into inextricable Inconveniencies. 


1157 Let 


[ 92 } 

1157 Let all thy Remarks amt ObfrvtiGar be 
committed ‘to writing every Night: Atrd-{S+in- a 
fhort time thou wilt have-a: Book-of Ptudeffte-and- 
Experience of thy own making: How. many fine 
things hath the beft of us forgot?* 

‘1158 If thy Enemy upbraid thee, and it be jaft- 
ly, labour to fhake off that’ Corruptiorr; ard’ be 
glad to have it difcovered to thee: If i:-be-unjaft- 
ly, let it.be thy Joy to bear it contentedtf. Truth 
may break out ‘in time. ee ; 

“ry59 If any thall willingly offer thee an-Injury, 
let him know that thou canift fee it: Bat withal let- 
him know. that thou canft fcorn. it too; unlefs 
it be of fich-a Nature, that the bearing of it is an 
Offence and Mifchief to another. 

.1160 In doing of Bufinefs, fomething unfeen 
commonly happens, which thou muft manage by a 
fudden Thought and Difcretion; either to order 
it, or avoid it. *Tis not for Man fully to forefee 
all Events. ; 
1161 Good Cloathis, and handfome Mien, plea- 
-fant Converfation, and ingenious Difcourfe, will 
prove more advantazcous to thee, than greater 
Virtues, becaufe they fuir the World, and are of 
daily Ufe. | . 

1162 If thou canft not commend others, Pru- 
dence enjoins thee to be filent; for if thou {peakeft 
il of them, it creates Jealoufy in thofe that hear 
thee, that thou dealeft in the fame rigid Manner 
in other Places with them too. 7 

1163 The fenfual Sarisfactions of Man, are littie 
and fhort, compar’d with the Torments of Hell ! 
and it can never be worth thy Pains to be Damned 

for them. 

1164 Thou mayft make thy felf more learned 
by Reading; but wifer only by Acting. Spend 
not all thy Vigor in Difcipline; in the Dreffing 

Room 
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Raom of the-Seul: but ftep: out dir World; 
and live as.well.as thinks - ; 
¢ 11695 L-would have thee look gos: thy: Kine 
magn,. almoft. with the fame Eye. that thou beholds- 
eft a Stranger. And if the Stranger’s Worth much. 
excel him, I would: haye thee: prefer him. Virtue 
refpects not Blood and Alliance. : 

2166 It is not ctedibles -but.thatuf! thou uleft 


thy. utmo{t Endeavour to acquire Virtue; thou mayft° 


ayaindt. I neverfaw the Man that wanted gach ed 

ifphe had bus Will for this Purpofe. 

1167 In Affliction, thou art not-‘to!.feek .com-: 
fart from shofe-that .be: metry; but of. others that 
be forrowful, and: in- worfe Condition than thy 
{elf: So wilt thou find it’s buta litre thou fuffereft, 
in refpedt.of what others endure. 

_ + 1168, If when thou art angry thou couldeft but 
defer Revenge or Punifhment:till fome other fitter 
Time; thou wouldeft not often repent of it, And: 

fuca Wrath would feldom do ser ae 
_ 1169. Throw no Courtefies away upon Perfons 

that are either proud or covetous; the one being 
of that Fondnels as to think all but his own De- 
~ fert; and the other of that Bafenets, as to make no’ 

kind of Requital, . 


ere ty 


1170 Live not on Opinions; bur think for thy _ 


felf, and act. with Reafon; and fhun carefully the 

Contagion of. Minds; which communicates it {elf 

by the Ways and Manners of thofe we converfe 
with. 

1171 Endeavour to regulate thy own Paffions, 
and to bear with thofe of others. To be angry 
with thy felf for the leaft Peccadillo: But to frame 
Excutes for the Crimes and Offences which thy 
Neizhbour commis. 

1172 If theu doit good Works only for Praife 
thou {elleft an ineitimable Jewel for a Trifle; ee 

that 
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that that would purchafe Heaven for thee, thou 
parteft with for the Breath of the People. 


1173 Take more care and pains to be, than to” 


feem. All thofe that.will be fuch as they defire to 
feem, will be fevere Reformers of them{elves; and 


will fooner fpy their own Faults, than other Mens 


Fail 


that is walking in the Bogs; where if he ebferve 
the Tracks of thofe that have gone before him, he 


may be fafe; but if his Foot flips, or he tread — 


wrong, he fticks in the Mire. 


1175 I would have thy Life to be, not like 2 


Torrent or rapid River ; nor yet like a ftanding 
dead Pool: but rather as a clear Stream, fliding on 
in a conftant Silence, and {weet Gentlenefs. 

1196 If it be in thy Power, chufe a middle 


State of Life; fuch as is neither very eminent, nor 


very abject: Becaufe it behoves thee to live in a 


civil Society, neither as a Lion, nor as a Moufe. - 


| 1177 Let thy Words be fitted to thy Matter, 
and when the Subject is familiar, let the Stile be 
fo too. But great Thoughts muft have fuitable Ex- 
‘preffions. And there ought to be a kind of Tran- 
{port in the one, to anfwer the other. : 
1178 Of Authors; be fure to make choice of 
- the beft in their Kind, and beft for thy Purpofe; 
and ftick clofe to them: and though thou mayft 


| take up others by the by, yet referve fele& ones . 


however for thy main Study and Imitation. 

1179 Letagood Face perfuade thee to call, good 
Conditions to alight andenter, and a good Portion 
put you to Bed. For where Wealth only is, there 


will be a cold Affection ; and where Affection on- 


dy is, there will be cold Content, 
1180 Haften not too much the Payment of a 
good Tum, it is one fort of Ingratitude: for ’tis 
as 


ings. . 
I A I advife thee to order thy Steps like a Man 


[95] | 
as much-as to fay, I will not be beholden ; fete; 
take your own again. Neither return a m 
greater Gift than thou receivedft ; for that will feem 
to reproach the Smallnefs of the received. 

1181 In teaching thy Child, rather dally with 
him, than terrify him: for no Art or Science en- 
treth kindly into the Mind, that is driven in for 
cibly. Difcretion and Mildnefs will lead a Child : 
but Paffion and Punifhment will fright all his Wits 
away. : 3 
1182 Endeavour to be laft; and to fearch out 
ather Mens Opinions and Inclinatiqns, before thou 
difcovereft thy own. And this thou mayit the. 
better do, if thou makeft thew of a carelefs Free- 
dom, whilft thou keepeft thy felf clofe. 

1183 Judge of thy Improvement, not by what 
thou fpeakeft, or by what thou wrireft; but by the | 
Firmnefs of thy Mind ; and the Government of 


thy Paffions and Affections. It would be well — 


worth thy time, thus to confider thy {elf, and what 
Progrefs thou haft made. - im 

ae Endure Reproof when thou doeft amifs.- 
Irs a t which Princes are deprived of; for 
they converfe familiarly with very few Perfons, and 
thofe make it their only Bufinefs to humour, not 
to advife them. . | 

1185 Be not too much wedded to thy own Sen- 
timents. If chou maintaineft them with Obftinacy, 
moit People merely to comply with thy Humour, 
ne to avoid offending thee, will leave thee in an 

rror. 

1186 To keep up, and improve Friendthip, thou 
muft be willing to receive a Kindnefs, as well as to 
do one. If thou always refufeft, thou caxeft the 
Profferer with Indifcretion, and declareft his Af_i- 
fiance needleis. | 


1187 If 
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that that would purchafe Heaven for thee, thou 
parteft with for the Breath of the People. 

1173 Take more care and pains to be, than to 
feem. All thofe that.will be fuch as they defire to 
feem, will be fevere Reformers of themielves; and 
wil] fooner fpy their own Faults, than other Mens 


I 174 I advife thee to order thy Steps like a Man 
that is walking in the Bogs; where if he obferve 
the Tracks of thofe that have gone before him, he 


may be fafe; but if his Foot flips, or he tread | 


wrong, he fticks in the Mire. r 
1175 I would have thy Life to be, not like a 
Torrent or rapid River ; nor yet like a ftanding 
dead Pool: but rather as a clear Stream, fliding on 
in a conftant Silence, and {weet Gentlenefs. 
1196 If ic be in thy Power, chufe a middle 


State of Life; fuch as is neither very eminent, nor 


very abje&: Becaufe it behoves thee to live in a 
civil Society, neither as a Lion, nor as a Moufe. 
| 177 Let ae Words be fitted to thy Matter, 
and when the Subject is familiar, let the Stile be 
fo too. But great Thoughts muft have fuitable Ex- 
preffions. And there ought to be a kind of Tran- 
{port in the one, to anfwer the other. 

1178 Of Authors; be fure to make choice of 
- the beft in their Kind, and beft for thy Purpofe ; 
and ftick clofe to them: and though thou mayft 
take up others by the by, yet referve fele& ones 
however for thy main Study and Imitation. 

1179 Leta good Face perfuade thee to call, good 
Conditions to alight and enter, and a good Portion 
put you to Bed. For where Wealth only is, there 


. will be a cold Affection; and where Affection on- 


ly is, there will be cold Content. 
1180 Haften not too much the Payment of a 
good Turn; it is one fort of Ingratitude: for ’tis 
as 
3 


orn 


_ Firmnefs of thy 
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as much-as to fay, I will not be beholden ; fete, 
take your own again. Neither retum a much 
greater Gift than thou receivedft ; for that will feem 
to reproach the Smallnefs of ‘the received. 

1181 In teaching thy Child, rather dally with 
him, than terrify him: for no Art or Science en- 
treth kindly into the Mind, that is driven in for 
cibly. Difcretion and Mildnefs will lead a Child: 
but Paffion and Punifhment will fright all his Wits 
away. ; ; | 
1182 Endeavour to be laft; and to fearch out 
ather Mens Opinions and Inclinatiqns, before thou 
difcovereft thy own. And this thou mayft the. 
better do, if thou makeft thew of a carelefs Free- 
dom, whilft thou keepeft thy felf clofe. 

1183 Judge of thy Improvement, not by whae 
thou fpeakeft, or by what thou wrireft; but by the 

ind, and the Government of 
thy Paffions and Affe€tions. It would be well 


worth thy time, thus to confider thy felf, and what 
t - 


hou haft made.- 
she. foarte Reproof when thou doeft amifs.: 
Irs a c which Princes are deprived of; for 
they comverfe familiarly with very few Perfons, and 
thofe make it their only Bufinels to humour, noc 
to advife them. . | 

1185 Be not too much wedded to thy own Sen- 
timents. If thou maintaineft them with Obftinacy, 
moit People merely to comply with thy Humour, 
ie to avoid offending thee, will leave thee in an 

rror. 

1186 Tokeep up, and improve Friendthip, thou 
muft be willing ¢6 ae a Kindnefs as well as to 
do one. If thou always refufeft, thou taxeft the 
Profferer with Indifcretion, and declareft his Af_i- 
ftance needlefs. : 


1187 If 
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11% If thou hateft or diflyeft any Man, be 
fure conceal if; for if thou fheweft thy felf an 
Enemy, when thou mayft as: well let ic alone, thou 
workeft a Mifchief to thy felf, that might never 
have happened. ~~ Se Pay : 

-1188 Talk: over thy Bufinefs with a Friend: 
‘though his Advice may be but weak, yet thy-own 
‘Fhoughts laid open may be thus the better confi- 


dered. And befidesy he may pofhbly let fall fome- 


thing that may be a good Hine, ati 

1189 Be not:too fecret in things that require it 
not. ’Twill make People fufpect thee in all things; 
and then thoult not five upon the Square with 
them; and they'll take all thy Actions for fo many 
Lies = - 

- 1190. Forecaft, and think what may be plotted 
againft thee, and how far it may injure thee; and 
what thou haft that lieth expofed to Danger; and 
how elther to avoid, or bear it; and: fo think thy 
felf intoSecurity. © ee 

Arg If thou obferveft ‘any Obftruction in thy- 
Bufinefs, prefs not: forward with too much Violence, 
but take time, and act warily and prudently; not 
fiercely, nor impatiently : To-mcrrow a new Scene 
of things may: open. | . 

1192 Be not rafh to expoftulate wrh, and fu- 
fpect every Rumour, left thy Conjectures and Sur- 
mifes befal thee; and thou afterwards find no 
Caufe for them any where excant, but in thy own 
Brain, Afulti- aliis jas peccandi fufpicierdo fece- 
runt. 

1123 If thou wouldeft try the Sincerity and 
Faithfulnefs of any; put them upon that very 
thing thou fufpecteft their Fidelity moft frail in. 
This is to lay a-Bait; and fpread a Net in the Face 


of another’s Virtue. 


oy 


1194 If 
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1894 If thou haft a Sute to any where thou | 
thirkeft: # difficult to fpeed; come upon him un- 
expectedly : Sudden Surprizal quickens the Party 
to Attention; and cuts off’ Deliberation: for Obje- 
Ct4ons and: Excufes. — ee ee Pa 
-1295° When the Indignation of a great Man is” 
kindled againf&-thees meer him with fuch Language ° 
and Behaviour, as may“ infnuate an‘ Acknowledg- ° 
mem: of his Power. For'to fuct it’s Victory to.. 
have their Potency acknowledged. = = * 
--1¥96 ‘When a popular Opinion is grown violent, 
byino means attempt to refift it with Violence. 
‘Thou mayft to as much purpofe blow againft an 
Hurricane: If thou let ‘it fly over thee, perhaps | 
*cwill foon be gone. he oa a 
‘1197 ‘In all thy Undertakings ;- firft fic down, 
and propofe to thy felf-a Form, Patrern or. Scheme 
to work by.. Make thy Model before thou build- : 
eft; and‘go not too far-im it without due Prepa- | 
"1198 Wher -unjuft Sufpicions are entertained | 
concerning thee, which ste prove of dangerous. 
Confequence.; give.as prefent and plain Sarisfa- 
ction as thou canft. For this is an untying of the. 
- Knot, ‘which kept their Opinions bond. . 
1199 ‘Affect not ‘Innovations too much; for 
there is an Incongruity in all new Things with the’ 
old; ‘and they piece not fo well together. And, 
{uch Experiments are commonly dangerous, except. 
the Neceffity be urgent.‘ ae | 
1200 If thou wilt keep Refpe&, let not thy 
Face, Language, or Gefture, too treely loofe to 
thy own, or another’s Mirth. Thou. fhalt never 
bind up Men in a folid Refpe& to thee, by too 
much loofing thy felf. °° 6)” 7 
“1201 When Calamities come, confider -wifely | 
thy Courfes; and fearch well into thy Selt' and 
- =e : Actions, 


£ 8 J 
Adtions, whether thou haft not been the Caufe of 
them ; before thou blameft Fortune, and breakeft 
~--out into Complaints. | 

1202 Seeftthou thy Store {mall, and thy Means 
weak, be content then with fmall things: Thank 
God for what thou haft: Do thy Endeavours ho- 
neftly: Defpair not of enough: And fay, Dens’ 
previdebit, will provide. 

1203 Defame not 2 Woman publickly, though 
thou believeft her to be wicked. For thofe thet 
are faulty cannot endure to be accufed; but will 
feck to be revenged on thee: And thofe that are 
not guilty, will not endure unjuft Reproach. 

1204 Be not too familiar with mean People, 
whom Ignorance and ill Breeding render Infolent : 
So that being infenfible of a Civility that is done 


them, they never confider it as a Courtefy, but - 


prefurme it is their due. 


1205 If at any time thou feeleft in thy felf that . 
thou art tempted concerning thy Belief; never dif- . 


e with the Temptation: but immediately reje& 
gsi Contem Pend fall upon fome Bufinefs, 
Recreation, or Com 


1206 Avoid Tdlene&; and fill up all the Voids 
and Spaces of thy Time with ufeful Employment. |. 


But of all che Employments, bodily Labour is the 
‘soft ufeful for the driving away of the Devil. 


1207 Be not inquifitive into the Affairsof other — 


Men; nor the Faults of thy Servants, nor the 
Miffakes of thy Friend: Why thouldeft thou go 
naa gather Sticks, to burn thy own Houle 
wit 

1208 Be not always ready to excufe every Over- 


fight of thine; or Indifcretion; or ill Action. But - 
if thou beeft guilty of it, confefs it plainly, though | 


not impudently. For Virtue fcorns a Lie for its 
Cover. 
: 1209 Never 
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{209 Never accufe any to a great Man, unle 
thou art fure he will credit thee; for otherwife he 
will ruin thee, if fic Occafion happens. 

1230 Confider ferioufly with thy felf, what Fi- 

is the moft fit for thee to make in the World: 

d then find out and fix upon a Method and 
Rule, in otder thereunto; which be fure to obferve 
ftridly.. 

rac In matters of Coneern, do not begin to 

afpeak before thou haft fome fort of Sketch of it 
in thy Mind what to fay; and a Reafon why thou 
fpeakeft. Words are like Arrows, that ought not 
to be fhot without Aim at a Mark. 

1212 Attribute not the ill Succefs to the Neg- 
le& of thy Counfel; nor be angry if thy Advice . 
be not followed. But give Liberty to others, to 
think as well of their own Sufficiency, as thou 
do’ft of thine. | 

1213 Think how much Work is behind; how 
flow thou haft wrought in thy Time that is pets 
and what 2-Reckoning thou fhouldeft make, if thy 
Mafter fhould call thee this Day to. thine Ac- 
count. | 

1214 Never marry a Wife merely for Beauty. 
A fair Wife wichout a Fortune, is like a fine Houfe 
without Furniture. Thou may’ft pleafe thy {elf 
-with the Profpect; but there’s nothing within to 
keep thee warm. 

1215 Pretend not ‘to more Knowledge than 
thou really haft; but be content (upon occafion) 
to feem ignorant, where thou art fo: Left thou 
erect a Credit, which thou canft not fupport; and 
fo bring thy felf ro fhame. 

1216 Abftain from wanton, diffolute, and fool- 
ifh Laughter; from petulanc and uncomely Jefts; 
.Jeering, loud Talking; and all fuch things as in ci- 
vil Account are Indecencies and Incivilities. 

| 1217 K 
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fentions with preat Care and Circumfpédtion : Elie 
thou fhalt never arrive (in any tolerable. meafure.) 
to the Knowledge ot what thou dodeft well or 
ill. 
_ 1225 With morofe Perfons deal freely, openly, - 
and familiarly; that they may think they fee thro’ 
thy Defigns. So fhalt thou ftrike them in the right 


- Vein, and make them more tractable. 


1226 Admit: of a reafonable Excufe for the 
Failure of a Promife; and oblige not a Man to 
keep it, when'’tis very difadvantageous to him: 
Or if he made ‘it in Mirth, Paffion, rathlys in 
Civility, by way of Compliment, or a long while 
azo. aa | , i 

°1227 If Troubles fall upon thee through thy 
own Fault, receive them as things due to thee. 
if thou haft not contributed thereto,- be -fatisfied 
with the ‘Thought of thy: Innocency :. and :forbear’ 
repining, left, thou by fo doing deferve them: _ . 

1228 Hate not Opinions for being contrary %6 
thy own; nor be angry: to fee a Difference be- 
tween thine and other Men’s Judgment. Thou 
art not bound to rectify:al-Men’s Miftakes. . -And 
it ig not certain, bur thou thy felf mayft be in the 
wrong. | a ee ee oe 
_ 4229 Reprehend not any.im the. midft of his 
Paffion: He. will hear nothing in the Kage .and 
Roar of his Anger... But. afterwards, when his 
Spirits grow, weary, and flag again, he may repent: 
and then ’twill be eafy to draw ‘him back, when 
he is inclining of himfdf. 2 ot 
_ :1230 Frequent the Company. of excallent Meny 
more than of excellent Books. Thou mayft. leave 
more of them than-all thy Scudy can teach thee. 
For Converfation lets things into the: Mind more 
particularly than Reading can. | 


1231 Make 


{ 101 |] , 

1217 If the Subject of Converfation be_ what 
thoi art-not much verfed in, then ufe thy Ear 
“more than thy Tongue; and let. what thou fayeft 
_tend chiefly to draw them on, to make the Mat- 
ter plainer ro thy Apprehenfion. | 
1218 Laugh not at any one fo as to tun him 
off from bis good Humour... This foolifh and il- 
“natur’'d Mirth hath often caufed everlafting Enmj- 
ty; and. fometimes, -hath -occafioned. Daelling. and 
‘Murther. Fa este 


; . eo ¢- # sa! sve ae 7 . 8 
1219, peak not-any thing ;cencerning one that | 


‘is abfent, that thou dareft not, fay.if he were _pre- 
fent. It’s a moft bafe Thing: The Company is 


es 6 ee ee 


bound to vindicate him, and perhaps thou mayft , 


be called: te account for it, 0°. kt 
; 1220 Tf thou canft nog doja Buhnefi juft now, 
‘ throw it not away: therefore ‘quite ;; but eonfider, 
‘and fet thy felf'a Time to do it in. .And ever- 
more be ‘fixed and sefolved to make. ufe of :that 
Time forte. ,0 00st 
1221 Be induftrious,-and fo Difficulties will give 


place. Ufe makes Practice eafy; and Practice be- 
gets Cuftom, and a Habit of Things, to facilitate 


- -~w:- ¢ 


what-thou couldeft not -conceive attaindblé:ar the . 


firft Undertaking. =»... -_ 

.1222 .Live well, and make Virtue thy Guide; 
and then let Death came fooner of, later, ‘it .imat- 
ters not. Then ‘twill be a friendly Hand. that 
opens the Inlet to a certain Happinefs, and puts an 
end to doubtful and allayed Pleafures. - 

1223 Defire not the higheft Place; nor be trou- 
‘biefome with impertinenc debafing shy. felf, -by 
‘refufing to go firft; and. throwing’ thy Arms about 
like a Fencer;-and, {pendiag time in being intrez- 
ted to do what is fitting...» ee 
1224 Obferve thy own Actions, and. the. Ori- 
ginal of them. Confider thy Thoughts and In- 

| tentions 
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1232 Make not 2 Bofom Friend of a melan< | 
choly fad Soul: He'll be fure to aggravate thy Ad- | 


verfity, and leffen thy Profperity. He goes-alwa 
aay loaded, te thou ue bear bale” Hes ae 
ver in 2 umour; and ma into a 
bad Soe faed ll out with thee. : | ee 

1232 In reading Hiftories, carry an indifferent 
Affection ory et thee: and never thy 
Inclination fo firmly to what thou heel ts ene 
Author, as to leave no place for the Truth, or 
greater Probability thou mayft find in another. 

1233 In all Reprehenfions, obferve to exprefs 


rather thy ean hy Angers and ftrive rather | 
t 


sedectalpa mets te: Sige Matter do 
-gequire any {peci ignation, let it appear to be 
the Zeal of a diff Friend, rather’ than the 
Paffion of a provoked Enemy. 

"3234 If thou wouldeft be ra i Wait not 
at too great Diftance; and ftudy to be opportune. 
by (but let it feem accidentally) prefent. This is 
a fall into the Lap of Employment, while it ties 


1237 If one that is a Friend tell thee of thy 
Failings, or Faults; grow not angry, nor deny the 
ra nor extenuate, nor excufe it: but heartily 

him; for it’s a Sign of a fingular Friendfhip, 
to 


EE 
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to venture the Hazard of thy Difpleafure to do 
thee good. 

1238 Never engage in a Quarrel ( if thou canft 
poffibly avoid it) but upon juft Grounds; and 
with prudent Forecaft of the Events. But when 
engaged, affure thy felf, irs generally fafeft, not to 
dally or delay; but make fure of the firft Stroke. 

1239 If thou commendeft a Man, thou art 
bound ‘to make good that Character which thou | 
haft given of him; as having engaged thy felf as 
Surety for him, in what thou undertakeft to fay of 
him; and to perform what thou promifeft for 
him. ; . 

1240 Caft the Eye of thy Imagination, as 2 
Stranger, on thy outward Actions and Behaviour 
amongft People; and thou mayft find, that thy 
Self-love hath covered many things which they 
blame in thee; and which thou oughteft tacitly to 
amend. be 

1241 If thou muft needs be talking of other 
Mens Faults, let it be not to defame them, but 


to amend them ; by converting thy Backbiting into 


Admonition, and friendly Reprehenfion. This is 
a way to extract Medicine out of a Viper. 
1242 Let not the Viceand Debauchery of ano- 


ther be the Subject of thy Difcourfe: Not of thy 


Friend, becaufe thou loveft him: Not of. thy Foe, 
becaufe he is fo; for *twill be conftrued thy Ha- 
tred to the one and Treachery to the other. | 

4243 Tell no News to him that pretends to be 
a States-man; nor ask him any: For the firft he'll 
feem to flight, and make as though he knew ic 
before; for the latter he'll think Secrefy becomes 
him, and therefore he'll take itill. 

1244 Don’t hearken to hear what a fine Sound 
thy own Jefts make; nor fteep them in thy own 
Laughter ; neither by any Le permit thy Wie 

to 
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- to bubble up, and run over, in. Commendatioris 
of thy felf, left thou become a greater Jett. 

 y245 Referve Matters of the greateft Confe- 

uence to thy felf; for not to be ableto manage 


things of weight rhy felf, breeds Pride in the Ser- 


vants thou employeft about them; and to the 
Lookers-on derogates from thy Ability and Autho- 
rity. 
naae When thou heareft a Man {peak well and 
virtuoufly, think he fpeaks to thee; And do thy 
endeavour to. execute his Advice. And when 
thou feeft one a well, conceive he doth it to 
fhew thee how to. perform with-the greater Faci- 
‘dity. - . ; 
ey Sometimes, to compafs Matters of Mo- 
ment, it’s neceflary we recommend fomewhat to 
Providence; Wifdom being unable to fecure us 
in all things. And Providence often helps the 
Wife, becaufe they’ endeavour to lay hold of ir. 
1248 Couldeft thou be perfuaded to affect an 
- wholefome Ignorance of other Mens Matters, it 
would conduce both to thy Eafe 4nd Innocence. 
For ’tis this Itch of the Ear that breaks out at the 
Tongue: And were not Curicfity the Purveyor;s 
Detraction would foon be ftarved. 

1249 Give not up thy felf fo wholly to Privacy 
and Contemplation, as to neg!cct Society, Conver- 
fation, and mutual Offices of Friendfhip. It will 
make thee though: either too much in leve with 
thy felf, or too tar our of love with others. 

1250 When thou doft Homage to any one; 


fee that thy Submiffion be proportionable to the ° 


Homage thou oweft him. There is Stupidity and 
Pride in doing too little; but in over-acting there 
is Abjection and dypocrily. : 

ye5x When thou art a Husbznd, perfuade not 
thy felf that thou art above thy Wife, asa Tyrant 
7 a 4 1s 
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is over his Subjects, or the Shepherd over his Sheep: 
But as a Soul is over the Body; which are linked 
together by a certain natural clofe Amity. 

1252 If evil Meh {peak good, or good Men 
evil of thee; examine thy Actions, and fufpect thy 
felf: But if evil Men fpeak evil of thee; hold it 
as an Honour, and by way of Thankfulnefs love 
them; but upon condition, that they continue to 
hate thee. 

1253 If thou: defireft to be wifer, think not 
thy felf wife enough. He that inftruéts one that — 
_ thinks himfelf wife enough, hath a Fool to his 
Scholar: He that thinks himfelf wife enough to 
inftruct himfelf, hath a Fool to his Mafter.- 

1254 Let the Courfe and Order of thy Life be 
regulated with fuch a Difpofition, (as far as thou 
canft ) that the whole may be anfwerable to every 
part. Let there be an Equality in all things. And 
never contradict thy ‘elf. Be Ons | 

1255 Avoid being a great Man’s Counfellor ; 
for if he once perfuade himfelf that he is more 
fufficient thm thou that giveft him Counfel, he 
will prefently contemn thee. But if he finds him. — 
felf lefs able, he will hardly endure thee. aa 

3256 Let thy Sleep be neceffary and healthful, 
not idle and expenfive of Time, beyond the 
Needs and Conveniencies of Nature. Sometimes ! 
be curious to fee the Preparation the Sun makes 
when he is cOming forth from his Chambers in: 
the Eaft. | 

1257 Be not perpetually longing for, and impa- 
tiently defiring any thing; fo that. thou canft not 
abftain from it, or live without it. This would be 
to lofe thy Liberty, and become a Slave to Meat, 
Drink, Smoak or Snuff. 

1258 Be governed by thy Needs, and not by 
_ thy Fancy; by Nature, not by evil Cuftoms, and 

Fo | ambitious 


“ 


ac am i ieee tp a ee SY sy: a ee ee a ee 


[ 108 |. | 
ambitious Principles. For when we create Needs 
that God and Nature never made, we lay in for 
our felves an infinite Stock of Troubles, that can 
mever be exhaufted. 

1259 If thou wouldeft preferve Reputation, e- 
void all occafion of Sufpicion: And for as much 
as thou mayft fuffer in thy Fame through trifles, 


as well as things of greater Importance, be cau- 


+ 
— 


—. 


tious in the leaft things, which chou art not fo apt 
to regard. : 

1260 I would have thee perfectly {corn and 
hate Tricks and Cheats: and if at any time thou 
smakeft ufe of Artifice, let it be only as a Counter- 
Poifon; never to do evil, but to avoid it; not to 
aijault others, but only to defend thy felf, 

1261 Sometimes in a Difpute with a hot Man, 
if trou feemeft after arguing to be convinced, and 
fairly yieldeft up the Caufe, and be of his mind; 
thou wilt win his Heart more, than thou canft do 
by any piece of real Service whatfoever. 

1262. Be affured, thofe will be thy worft Ene- 
mies; not to whom thou haft done evil, but who 
have done evil to thee, And thofe will be thy 
beft Friends; not to whom thou haft done good; 
but who have done good to thee. 

1263 Throw thy Cares entirely upon God. . It 
is his Bufinefs to govern the World, not thine. 
And be affured, God will neither do, nor fuffer to 
be done any thing but what thou wouldeft do thy 
felf, if thou faweft what he feeth. 

1264 The fooner thou prepareft to die, the 
fooner thou wilt be delivered from the Fears of 
Death. And then the Hopes of a better Life will 
carry thee chearfully through this World, what- 
ever Storms, thou meeteft with. 

1265 To gain a competent Provifion for Chil- 
dren, is a juft Reafontoemploy, and continue thy 

| Induftry 5 
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Induftry ; though thou haft enough for thy own 
felf for as long as thou liveft. But to make them 
rich and great is not. 

1266 Clofe thine Ear againft him that fhall open 
his Mouth fecretly againft another. If thou re- 
ceiveft not his Words, they fly back, and wound 
the Reporter. If thou doft receive them,they 
fly forward, and wound the Receiver. 

1267 Take heed of jefting, many have been 
tuin’d by it. It’s hard to jeft, and not fometimes 
jeer too; which oftentimes finks deeper than was 
intended, or expected. .And what wasdefigned for 
Mirth, ends fadly. 

-1268 Be always employed; thou wilt never be 


better pleafed, than when thou haft fomething todo. ; 
For Bufinefs, by its Motion, brings Heat and Life | 


to the Spirits: 
ding Water. ~ . , 

1267 When thou art with great Men, do not 
fhew thy felf Melancholy, or Muting. They like 
it not, as attributing it to thy little Reverence born 
to them, when a Man is prefent in Body, and ab- 
fent in Mind. 


ut Idlenefs corrupts them like ftan- 


1270 Converfe with fuch as are more honou- | 


rable than thy felf; fo fhalc thou be honoured by 
others. For keeping of Company derives. a fore 
of Equality. But yet avoid thofe that are too 
much greater than thou: They will be Lords, and 
not Friends and Companions. : 

1271 Where there is much Company, as in 
Towns, there is alfo great variety of Difpofitions, 
Humours, and Converfations, If thou meaneft 
to live contentedly and peaceably in thofe places, 
thou muft martify thy own Humour, depofe thy 
Inclinations, and comply with thy Company. 


1272 Fear nothing but what thy Induftry may 


_ prevent: Be confident Se but what For- 


3 “tune 
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tune cannot defeat.. "Tis no lef{s Folly to fear what 


is impoffible to be avoided; than to be fecure, . 


where there is a Poffibility of being furprized. . 

1273 Learn to fafhion thy felf to all Occafions. 
A nimble Wit, that can eafily turn it felf and com- 
port with the Varieties of Exigencies, is wonder- 
fully advantageous. A folemn grave Wit hath 
commonly more Worth in it, than Happinefs. 

1274 Do not ufe thy Servants ill, when there's 
no’ occafion given. For thou didft not create 
| them. Lay afide thy peevifh Humour towards 
‘ them; and remember they have a greater Mafter 
than thy felf, who may call thee to an Account. 

1275 Wouldeft thou overcome thy Enemy 
without fighting? Confound, him with Vexation, 
and make him mad at thee. The way is, fcorn 
him and be virtuous. This will be more tormen- 
ting and cruel to him, than either Sword or Piftol. 
_ 1276 Great and powerful Men may. do thee a 
great deal of hurt, or may do thee a great deal of 
good. Therefore common Prudence will teach 
th:e, by all wife and honeit Means, to gain their 
Favour: And to avoid all unreafonable and need- 
lefs Provocations, 

1277 If thou wilt be a perfect Man; thou muft 
not only fubdue and rectify thy ‘Temper, fo far as 
to overcome the Sins of thy Conftitution; but 
alfo in fome degree, poffefs the Virtue that is moft 
* repugnant to thee. 

1278 Take no revenge on thy Enemy, even 
when thou mayft fecurely do it. And yet main- 
tain not fuch a Friendfhip with any one, as to 
forfake Virtue and Truth for his fake: or to prefer 
it before the Benefit of the Publick. 

1279 Since Self-love fo naturally adheres to us, 
thou oughteft to be very jealous of thy felf, ef- 
pecially in thofe Actions that are good, or that 
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meet with fome Applaufe from the World; left 
thou over-valueft thy felf by reafon of them. 

1280 When thou art calumniated, and falfly 
reproached, ask thy felf thefe Qucitions: Can 1 
wait God’s Time ta vindicate me? and content 
my felf, though the World never know my In- 
nocence; fo asmy God and my Confcience can 
atteft it? | | | 

1281 If thou wouldeft be truly Retizious, thou 
muft harmonize with the Nature, Wiind, and 
Will of God; and find a Difplacency and Ani- 
mofity in thy very Soul, againft all that is ili; and - 
this from the Love of Righteoufnefs and Good- 
nefs. 

1282 It may fometimes be of ufe to thee, to 
pretend thou art deceived: for if thou fhouldeft 
let a fubtile Fellow fee thou art fenfible of his - 
Tricks, it will give him an occafion of being more 
refined. | 

1283 When Matters begin to run too high, 
and thou canft fcarce avoid a Quarrel; think of 
fome honeft Artifice to quit the Company: but 
not fo as to feem_ to run away. Yet let it be done 
foon ee before thou art engaged too far to 

et off. 
‘ 1284 When thou obferveft Inclinations in a 
Man to grant thy Defires, {trike in prefently, and 
defer not to folicit: Imaginations will revolt. The 
firft Heat thou raifeft may cool; and like an Im- | 
preffion in Water or Sand, foon vanith. ~ 

1285 When thou importuneft a Friend for any 
thing, obferve when thou art frefheft in Refpe@; 
for then he is prepared to thy Hand. .And then 
infinuate the want of Affection, which thou hat 
caufe to fufpec by the Denial. 


F 4 1286 If 


Mee "; ne eS ee Oe 


[ t10 ] 


1286 If thou wouldeft have thofe thou advifefk- 


with give their own Sentiments, and faithful .Coun- 
fel, difcover not thy own Propenfions: but pro- 
pole only by way of Confultation. If thou askeft 
the way, be ftill till thou art told ‘it. 

1287 Be jealous of the Queftions of thofe whom 
thou fufpecteft. Such pofing may be fifhing for 
thy Inclination and Opinion. It’s a notable Fear, 
to catechize a Secret from any. 

1288 In fudden Affaults, make them not more 
fudden by the Apprehenfions. Let not thy Pro~ 
ject for efcape’ be violent, but fmoothly quick; 
for elfe it diftracts, And in thy hafte thou mayft 
take out at a wrong Door. 


1289 If thou wouldeft pleafe the Variety ‘of 


Company thou difcourfeft with; give occafion for 
each to fpeak of that which they underf{tand. 
And fo thou gratifieft the Party that delights in 
fhewing his Knowledge; and thou enricheft thy 
own. 

1290 Emulatots, and, fecret Enemies, will be 
difperfing Rumours’ to difcourage thy Attempts, 
and fright thee from proceeding. Such prevail 
much with a timorous Actor: But thou oughteft 
to be fo wife, and refolute, as to difregard and 
{corn them. 

1291 In Difcourfe with a cholerick Man, be 
fmooth and foft in thy Anfwers and Replies, (ex- 
cept he be a Bully Hector, for fuch muft be op- 

ofed ftifly: ) And fo thou putteft off Wrath. 
‘This is to blow upon a hot Man to cool him. 

1292 To find out how Men are affected, begin 
with their Affociates and Friends; and then round 
them about, and ask fubtle Queftions at a diftance: 
And declare what Party fuch and fuch Men of 
Eminency ftand for, as thou fufpecteft. 


1293 To 
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1293 To make Men love thy Company, be not 
locked up, nor referved, when there are occafions — 
of Freenefs offered. But let thy Behaviour, like a “ 
Key, open the double Lock of thy own, and thy 
Friends Refervednefs. | 

1294 In Places, where the Order of the World 
pives thee the Hand, ftrive not;/ but take’it with 
fo much Difcreetnefs; that though ic be thy Rank, 
thou rather receiveft it from the Civility of him 
who yields it, than claimeft it as fuch. 

8295 "Tis not good to deliberate in the Heat 
of any Affection; for the Thoughts ftrangely blow 
up the Paffion, and fmother Reafon. And the 
Mind is rather a Party than a Judge. But after 
the Declination of that Fever in the Soul, in a 
quiet Interval, *tis feafonable to confider. 

1296 Negle& not Manners, as though they 
were little things. They are fréquently what the 
World judgeth pee 3 and for which it decides for 
or againft us. A Man may have Virtue, Capacity, 
and good Conduct; dad yet be, by reafon of 
Roughnefs, unfupportable. 

1297 Envy not fome Men their great Riches. 
Their Burthens would be too heavy for thee. | 
Thou couldeft not facrifiee, as they do, Health, 
Quiet, Honour, and Confcience, to obtain them. 
This is to pay fo dear for them, that there is no- 
thing to be got by the Bargain. 

1298 If it be thy Difpofition from Infancy to 
be Ill-natur’d; thou oughteft to ftudy nothing but 
the moral Virtues, till thou haft fubdued it: And 
fo of all naturat Difeafes of the Mind. Thy Rea- 
fon and Parts were given thee, to mend thy Na- 
ture, -and refine thy Spirit. 

1299 Take this as a moft certain Expedient to © 
prevent many Afflictions ; and to be delivered from 
them: Meddle as little with the World, and thes 

F 5 Honours 
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Honours, Places and Advantages of them, as thou 
canft. And extricate thy felf from them as much, 
and as foon as is poflible. , 

1300 When thou haft gotten the Advantage of 
thofe that injured thee: not acquit or releafe 
them, though they would let thee efcape, till thou 
makeft them know how they ftand difabled. This 
ae a kind of Obligation on them for thy Cour- 
tefy. 
1301 If thou employeft plain Men, and canft 

nd fuch as are commonly honeft, they will work 
faithfully, and report fairly. Cunning Men will, 
for their own Credit, adventure without Com- 
mand; and from thy Bufinefs derive Credit to 
themfelves. . | 

1302 To be liked of thofe thou difcourfeft with, 
obferve the Humour of the Company. Be not 


fingular, nor -contradiGting. They that. cannot. 


comply, and they that betray too much eafinefs, 
are both ignorant of the true Symetry and Pro- 
portion to be obferv’d in Society. 

3303 Be not too punctual in taking Place. If 
it be thy Superior, ’tis his Due: If thy Inferior, 
“is his Difhonour, It is thou muft honour thy 
Place, not the Place thee. Its a poor Reward of 

—-Worth, that confifts in a Right Hand, or a 


Wall, _ | 
‘4304 Look upon Talebearers and Whifperers, as 
dirett Reems 5 civil Society; as Perfons with- 
out Honour, Honefty ocr Humanity, that ought to 
be expelled all Company. 

1305 Broach not thy odd Opinions to fuch as 
gre not fit to hear on eee a them a 
ood by. it; perhaps hurt; And mayft very w 
expect diforedit ar raifchief from it to thy felf. 
An ill-placed Paradox, and an ill-timed Jeft, have 
suined many, ~~ : | 
3306 Excufe 
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1306 Excufe not too much, when thou art told 
of a Faulc, Failing or Miftake: Many times if thou 
feemeft willing to ftand corrected, thou wilt lay fo. 
great an Obligation of Civility upon the Perfon; 
that thou mayft go away with the beft End of the 
Adventure. - | 

1307 Obferve thy felf with all ftrictnefs; thou 
mayft have gotten ill Habits, Forms of Words, 
Poftures, Geftures, ec. Thise mayft thou learn, 
when others make Jefts upon thee. Thou mayft 
alfo get a Friend to inform thee what he hath ta- 
ken notice of in thee. 

1308 Praife not People to their Faces, to the end 
that they may pay thee in the fame Coin. This 
is fo thin a Cobweb, that it may with litde diffh-. 
culty be feen through; ’tis rarely {trong enough to 
catch Flies of any confiderable Magnitude. 

_ 1309 If thou haft an impediment, or an un- 
readinefs in thy Speech, take not always upon thee 
the Difcourfe. There is no want of Talkers for: 
the moft part, where there are People: But en- 
deavour to conceal thy Infirmity by Silence and 
Attention. | 

1310 Be not nafty in thy Cloaths, or about thy 
Body, in much {weating, oy biting thy Nails, 
rubbing thy Teeth, picking thy Nofe or Ears, hand- 
ling any Parts of the Body which are not ufually 


* uncovered. 


1311 Do nothing in a Company where thou 
defigneft to fhew Civility, that refembles Superio- 
rity; nor ufurp upon their Rights; nor do any~ 
thing whereby any of them may think thou doft 
not love, prize, or refpect them, 

1312 "Tis better to give too much Honour to 
any Perfon that is not a Familiar, than too little :. 
Therefore it’s better to carry thy felf as fomething 
inferior to thy Equals; and egual to fuch as are 

: not 
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mot much inferior, and are Men of Breeding. 

1313 Avoid thofe who take pleafure in expofing 
others to Contempt, either by imitating, (like Buf- 
foons) their Actions or Imperfections; or by jeer- 
ing and mocking them. Keep off from fuch, as 


thou wouldeft do from the Heels of a Horfe, that. 


kicks all near him. : ; 

1314 Tell no Lie in thy Difcourfe: Vent no 
Rhodomantadaes: Be not Hyperbolical; efpecial- 
ly in praifing and difpraifing: Thou art to hit the 
Mark; and not over or under-fhoot it. The End 
of Speech is, firft to be underftood, and then to 
be believed. : 

1315 Take heed to avoid all thofe Games and 


| Sports that are apt to take up much of thy Time, 
or engage thy Affections. He that fpends all his 


Life in Sports, is like one who wears nothing but 
Fringes, and eats nothing but Sawces. 

1316 Let this be thy earneft Defire, that God 
would difpofe of thee, and all thy Affirs, as to 
him feems moft convenient. The Man that hath 
brought himfelf to this Temper of Spirit, is affu- 
redly in the ready way to Peace of Mind, and true 
Content. 

1317 Wear thy Cloaths neat, exceeding rather 
than coming fhort of others of like Fortune; the 
Charge of it will be born out by Acceprance where- 
ever thou comeft. Therefore rather {pare all other 
ways, than prove defective in this. = 

1318 Decn't ufe to diffute againft thy own 
Judgment to thew thy Wit; nor againft another 
purpofely to vex him 5 nor for mere trial of Skill: 
Since to inform, or to be informed, ought to be 
the End of all Conferences; yet this is not to ex- 
clude chearful and innocent merry Converfation. 
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1319 Whenever thou beginneft to confider 
_ whether thou mayft fafely take one Glafs more, it 
is then high time to give over. Let that be ac- 
counted a certain Sign thou haft ftaid long enough, 
and then break off: for every Reafon to doubt, is 
a fufficient Reafon to break Company. 

1320 If any praife thee, let it not put into thee 
high Thoughts; but then think with thy felf thou 
couldeft tell him of Hundreds of foolifh Thoughts; 
Words and Actions of thine; one of which would 
be enough to deftroy another’s Reputation. 

1321 Whenever thou catcheft thy felf in a con- 
ceited, vain-glorious, proud Humour; call to mind 
fome of thy fouleft Crimes, or the moft fhameful 
of thy Difgraces, or the indifcreeteft of thy Adi- 
ons, and apply it to the prefent Swelling of thy Spi- 
_ fits it may help to allay it. oe 

5322 Never liften at Doors or Windows: Ne- 
ver ask what a Mancarries covered. It’s an inva- 
ding thy Neighbour’s Privacy; and a laying that 
open which he enclofed that it might not be o- 
pen. What Authority haft thou to draw open his 
Curtains? 

1323 If thou art engaged in any Difpute, {et 2 
Guard upon thy felf; neither do thou be paffionate, 
nor heat thy Antagonift , but retain Moderation 
thy felf, and manage him by yielding (where thou 
findeft it ufeful ) as much to him, as Prudence and 
Virtue will bear. 

1324 When thou beftoweft a Kindnefs, throw 
it not away by giving it with a regardlefs Air, as 
though thou didft not value it; but accompany it 
with a good Grace, to make it appear thou haft a 


food Will towards thy Friend, and dof this with a 


e of doing him good. 
2325 Ufe 


[ 116 ] 


1325 Ufe thy felf to rife and go to bed early. 


This may feem a frivolous Precept. becaufe it re- _ 
{pects fuch common Matters; but if it be well ob- . 


ferved, it will contribute very much toward the 
rendring of Life long, ufeful and happy. 

1326 In Converfation, pick out fomething that 
may be for thy ufe; obferve what thou likeft or 
diflikeft. After, when thou art alone, confider it; 
and pafs a Refolution to follow or fly, as Prudence 
fhall dire&. 

1327 If in any Undertaking thou faileft in the 
firft Defign, let not that Difappointment difquiet 
thy Mind, foas to beat thee off; but try again, and 
labour to bring it about fome other way. The Fifh 
may be caught in a Net that will not come to 
Hook. 

1328 Make not thy felf the Meafure of all o- 
thers, for Truth and Falfhood, Wifdom and Fol- 


ly, Learning and Ignorance: Thou knoweft not | 
what is in ‘others, nor in chy felf neither; and - 


therefore canft make no certain Comparifon. 
1329 When thou art upon Bufinefs, fet thy whole 

Thoughts and Mind upon it. But yet take care 

thou -engage not thy Affections too deeply in it. 


For thus fhalt thou have thy Underftanding clear, © 


and not be overmuch difturbed, if it mifcarry. 
1330 Defer as long as thou canft the doing of a 
thing which is againft thy Mind; for Accidents 
many times divert the Defign, and deliver thee 
fiom that Strait wherein a Refufal may deeplier 
engage thee. | | 
1331 Relinquifh not an Enterprize, becaufe thou 
canft not reconcile all Objections. Some things 


God’s Providence and the Courfe of Affairs may - 


render eafy; and fome others are difficult, only 
becaufe we fee not through them at pfefent. 


1332 Be 
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1332 Be not too fevere with a Servant, if his 
Fault be finall, or committed for want of Judg- 
ment, or through mere Forgetfulnefs, or a littlé 
Itch of Liberty: but Faults of Malice, Obftinacy 
or Impiety are not to be pardoned. 

1333 If thou muft correct a Servant, let it not 
be in the Heat of a Paffion, nor before Strangers. 
But if Correction amend him not, rid thy Hands 


of him, both for thy own Sake, and his, and the . | 


Scandal of others. 
1334 Scorn tolive in the Society of Man like a 


heavy, ufclefs Sot; as if thou waft born to no other . 


end, than juft to tumble into the World, ftay there 
a while, eat, drink, fleep, play, grow fick, and die. 
1335 Grant a Courtefy chearfully, and without 


much asking: To keep long in fufpence is churlifh; - 


and by long Expectation, the Paffion for the Fa- 
vour dies, and the Courtefy is not efteemed, nor 


Thanks heartily given for it, fince it feems wrung . 


from thee. 
1336 Tell not 2 Man in Mifery, he may e’ne 
thank himfelf for his Misfortune. This would be 


downright Cruelty, and an Aggravation of his Mi- . 


fery: If thou canft not help him up again, kick 
him not when he is down. 
1337 Command thy Servant advifeably with few 


plain Words, fully, freely, and pofitively, with a , 


grave Countenance » and fettled Carriage: Thefe 


will- procure Obedience, gain Refpect, and main- 


tain Authority. 7 

1338 If thou knoweft a Man to be ill-temper’d, 
or that he beareth ill-will to thee; let him not find 
it out that thou knoweft it, "twill make him a 
greater Enemy, and he will thence-forward watch 
all Opportunities of doing thee a fhrewd Turn, 


1339 Seek not to pleafe or gratify the Compa- | 


Hy thou fitteft with, by faying or doing what thou 
| may ft 
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mayft have caufe to repent of afterwards, when 


thou recolleceft and thinkeft again of it cooly by 
thy felf. 

1340 Be not remarkably clofe and referved in 
Company, efpecially if thou ufeft not to be fo in 
all Company: It’s hateful; for it implies thou either 
defpifeft, or fufpecteft them, or haft fome Defign 
u ee and art a Spy, and lieft upon the 

atch. 

1341 Pull not at a Man that is popular, becaufe 
the good Opinion of many hath Intereft where 
thou oppofeft : It’s like pulling at a Beam in an 
Houfe, where thou endangereft the falling upon 
- thee all that have Dependance upon it. 

1342 If thou art prefenc when Favours are con- 
ferred on others, feem not to grudge: It looks en- 
vious towards the Receiver, and infinuates an high 
Conceit of thy felf, as though thou meritedf{t more 
than he, and haft not according to thy Defert. 
| 1343 If thy Friend take ought amifs, do not re- 
tire, and leave a Difpleafure to it felf. It is as if 
thou fhouldeft fee thy Neighbour’s Houfe a Fire, 
and go away, not feeking. to quench it. There s 
an Art to look one’s felf into the Favour of a dif- 
pleafed Friend. 

1344 Get the trie Reins of thy own Paffions 
and Affections into thy Hands; and then outward 
Occafions may, it’s true, exercife thy Virtues, but 
they cannot injure them: for there is a way to be 
wile and good in fpite of Occafions. 

1345 Whilft thou art yet itt good Health, fhake 
off all trifling Bufinefs 2s much as poffibly thou 
canft, and before a Difeafe confines thee to thy 
Bed, fet thy Houfe in order. _ Pains, Sicknefs, and 
Preparation for Death, will be full Employment. 

1346 If thou haft done a commendable Thing; 
boat not of it. Oftentation often robsa Man of 


~ 
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+ the Reputation of an Action, which of it felf de- 
ferved it: It argues that Good not well-done; and 
he that doth good for Praife only, merits but a Puff 
of Wind. 

1347 If thou canft attain ir, it may do well 
enough to get into {uch an eafy Manner, and feem- 
ing Negligence, as will fit very gracefully upon 
thee. But this is not to be ftrained for, becaufe 
nothing is more unbecoming than an affected, un- 
natural Negligence. 

1348 Keep-exac& Accounts. °*Tis feldom_ob- 
ferved, that he who keeps an Account of his In- 
come and Expences, and thereby has conftantly 
under his view the Courfe of his Domeftick Aft- 
‘fairs, lets them run to ruin. When any one breaks 
in Holland, their Expreffion for it is, Such a Man 

_ kept not his Accounts well. 

1349 Take heed how thou placeft thy Friend- 
fhip. Virtue is the only firm Ground for it to ° 
ftand upon. For neither length of Acquaintances, 
mutual Secrefy, nor Height of Benefits, can bind 
a favage Heart: No Man can be truly good. to 
others, that is not good in himfelf. ~ 

1350 Shew not thy felf joyful, or pleafed at the 
Misfortunes of another, though thou hatedft him: 
Ic argues a mifchievous Mind, and that thou could- 
eft have been willing to have done it thy felf, if 
ir hatlft had Power and Opportunity to thy 

ill. 

1351 Take all poffible care not to difcover thy 
Thoughts and Intentions by thy Looks, or caufe 
thy interior Conceptions to appear outwardly, with 
all their Paffions of Diftemper, Confufion, Love, 
Hatred, Hope, Fear, @c. This would be to be- 
tray thy felf. 

1352 Be careful to keep up the Reputation of 
thy Parts and Virtues with the Vulgar: For it “a 
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be of more Advantage to thee to be accounted © 


virtuous and learned by the Ienorant,-than by the 
Learned: For the Ignorant are many and noify, 
the Learned are few and private. , 

1353 Demean thy felf more warily in thy Study 
than in the Street. If thy publick Actions have 
an hundred Witneffes, thy private have a thou- 
fand. The Multitude looks but upon thy out- 
ward Actions: Thy Confcience looks into tby 
Heart. 

1354 If a great Perfon hath done thee an Inju- 


ry, diflemble and fmother thy Refentment ; for it’s. 


a pure Madnefs to be difgufted againft a Perfon, 
whom thou dareft not call to an account, and who 
may, if exafperated, ruin thee. 


1355 Never mention to a Man his Misfortunes, _ 
nor tell him of the bad Situation of his Affairs, 


unlefs thou haft Power to help him, and an Inten- 


- tion to relieve him. “I'would be cruel in thee to’ 


open his Wounds afrefh, and do him no good by 


i. 

1356 When thou doeft a Kindnefs, do it frank- 
ly before it be ‘asked for;. it will be received with 
a greater Senfe of Obligation; becaufe thereby 
thou disburtheneft thy Friend of that Bafhfulnefs, 
and Fear of Repulfe, which commonly attends 
asking. | ' 

1357 Even Modefty hath its Evils and Emremes, 
and fomething of Confidence is requifite to Con- 
{ftancy. Do not therefore difparage thy own Pru- 
dence fo much, as to fteer after every pretended 
Mariner’s Directions, but purfue the Methods of 
thy own Reafon. 7 | 

1458 Let not thy Guefts. fee thee buftling about 
the Bufinefs of the Houfe;, whifpering one Servants 
looking angry at another, hurrying or ftorming. 
Houfhold Affairs ought infenfibly to flide aie 
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and reprefent a ftill Current, without Noife or 
Waves. | | 

1359 Lend thy Friend Money as feldom as thou 
canft, ro avoid the Vexation of asking for it again. 
When thou art obliged to lend him any, {uppofe 
within thy felf thou giveft ic him; and never ask 
for it again, but tarry till he bring it. | 

1360 Refle& not on thy Trouble, thou thereby - 
but increafeft ic: for whilft thou affeCteft thy felf 
with Pity at the Confideration of what thou fuf- 
fereft, thou foftneft thy Spirits, and the Senfe of 
ny ‘Mifery makes the deeper Impreffion upon 
tnee. 

1361 If thou wouldeft be eafy, thou muft not 
be nice in trivial Matters, nor infift on Pundtuali- - 
ties in Behaviour, nor be afflicted at the Omiflion | 
of a litle Ceremony. All People do not love to 
be down to Forms, nor to walk in Tram- 
mels. : 

1362 Frequent not the Company of ill Men; 
*twiil bring thee acquainted with Vice; ’twiil make 
thee behold it without any Emotion: By degrees 
thou wilt act it, in time thou'lt get an Habit of it, . 
and that Habit at laft will be converted into a 
Neceffity. 7 

1363 Take my Experience: I have often ob- 
ferved, that Honefty and Plain-dealing in Tranf- 
actions is not only an eafy thing, but the beft and 


foundeft gk and commoniy, at the long run, 
overcometh Craft and Subtilty, if ic want not Di- 
' ligence. | 


1364 Get and preferve a good Name, if it were 
but for the publick Service: For one of a defer- 
ved Reputation hath oftentimes an Opportunity to 
do that good, which another cannot that wants it. 
And he may. practife it with more Security and 


Succefs. 
1365 Thou 
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1365 Thou muft not believe every idle Report 
of thy Friend; and in cafe he gives a Provocations 
thou art not to reply in heat; but upon cool Bloods 
fee whether it amount to a real Injury, or whether 
he will come to himfelf by acknowledging the 

ce. 

1366 If thou art in thy right Wits, thou wile 
deteft a cholerick Paffion, anda faucy Pride: When 
thou feeft them render others fo abominably ridi- 
culous and contemptible, canft thou imagine Men 
cannot fee the fame Vices in thee, that thou feeft 
in others? = * _ 

_ 1367 Pry not into other Mens Secrets, either 
Papers, Books, ec. If any thing be given to ano- 
ther to read, take it not out of his and, nor be 

hafty to fee any Curiofity the firft, nor be curious 

to know what any one is doing or ftudying, or 
with whom he hath been. 

1368 Thruft not thy felf forward to be a Me- 
diator or Umpire in Controverfies till required. 
And then it’s better to exaggerate the Mifchiefs of 
Difagreement, than the Benefit of Concord: For 
Fear is ftronger than Love. 

1369 Putthy Servants to Employments and Bu- 
finefs proper for their Conditions, Yeats, Capaci- 
' ties, and Srations; but never upon unneceflary 
Trouble; for. that’s to abufe, and not ufe a Servants 
and will caufe him to hate thee. 

1370 Thou oughteft to learn intime of Health, 
thofe Duties that are proper and peculiar to the 


Time of Sicknefs, or it’s a bad time to. be’ 


taught our Duty, when our Body is diftempered, 
our Mind difturbed, and when we fhould put in 
practice that which we are yet to learn. 

1371 Thou'lt be no Lofer by expreffing thy Re- 
{pects for that which another highly efteems: And 
irs lefs danger‘ to commend the Furniture A a 
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Man’s Houle, and the Rarities of his Clofet, than 
to praife his Perfon, when there is no evident Oc- 
cafion for it. 

1372 It’s better that thou have too few Servants 
and Horfes, than too many ; as well in.refpect of 
their Idlenefs, as alfo in regard of increafing unne- 
ceflary Charge. If thou art ferved by one, thou 
hafta Servant; if by two, half a Servant; if by 

three, none at all. 7 

1373 When thou art in Company, do not re- 
port an hundred Follies that thou haft réad or 
heard. That would be a Sign that thy Judgment 
and Difcretion did not keep equal Pace with thy 
Fancy and Memory. 

1374 Thou may{t enjoy much Peace, if thou 


bufieft not thy felf with the Words and Actions of - 


other Men, which appertain not to thy Charge. 
But if thou wilt needs thruft thy felf into the Cares 
of others; if thou wile fetch in Troubles from a- 
broad, and wilt not recollect thy felf within thy 
own oo thou fhalt always be wretched and mi- 
ferable. 


1375 Settle a Prefident within thy own Breatt; 


by which judge thy Actions, and accordingly en- — 


courage or correct thy felf:. Thou thy. felf only 
knoweft what thou art, others only guefs at thee: 
Rely not therefore on their Opinions, but ftick to 
thy own Confcience. 

1376 Endeavour to underftand thy felf in thy 
felf, rather than in Books. Call to mind the Ex- 
cefs of thy paft Anger, and to what a degree of 
Frenzy that Fever tranfported thee; and fo thou 
wilt fee the Deformity of thy Paffion better than 
in Ariffotle, and conceive a more juft Hatred a- 
gainft it. 

1377 Never give a rough Denial to a Friend; 
but always either grant prefently bis Requeft, or 
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elfe give an able Reafon why thou canft not con- 
defcend. By no means fuffer him to go away un- 
fatisfied ; for that may leave a Fire behind, to kin- 
- dle into a Flame fome time after. 

is -In Converfation never come to a Rupture; 
for Reputation in that cafe comes always off fhat- 
tered. Thou mayft in Heat fpeak fome indecent 
or ill-timed thing, and perhaps the Auditors may 
take part againft thee; and if not, they will con- 
demn both: for it’s a fort of fighting in civil Com- 


any. 
1379 If thou wouldeft gain the Reputation of 


Witdom, let it be with thofe that know what it is. . 


But thou muft have it, before thou haft their E- 
fteem: And the firft Step to it is, to be fo wife as 
to know what Company it is to be learned in. 

1380 When thou defireit to be informed, -’tis 
good to confult with Men above thy felf: But to 
confirm and eftablifh thy own Opinions, ’tis beft 
to argue with Judgments below thine own; shat 
frequent Victories over their Reafons may fettle in 
thy felf an Efteem and confirmed Liking of thy 
own. | 

138 Since thou art deftin’d to live for ever in 
one State or other, fear nor Death, which is but 
as a Minute’s Slumber, a fhort Trance, out of 
which we fhall inamediately awake, to increafe our 
Knowledge and Experience of thofe Myfteries and 
Secrets of Nature, which at prefent are hid from 
us. a 
1382 If any praife thee for fome Excellence 
which thou haft not, endeavour to get what he 
commends thee for, left Foth he and thou get Dif- 
grace. If for fomething thou haft, ftrive to attain 
it in an higher mea(ure: fo fhall his Words be 
Trush, and thy Deeds prove them. 


1383 If 
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1383 If thou canft not take the Perfon’s part 
that is fpoken ill of, blame the Action, but {pare 
the Perfon: Or if the Perfon be known, excufe or 
extenuate the Action: If neither can be done, 
praife the Perfon for fome other good Aion or 
Quality. So haft thou an Antidote againft the Poi- 
fon. 8 | 

1384 Yawn not in Company ; ’tis uncivil, be- 
caufe it feems to proceed from a kind of Weari- 
nefs and Difdain, and therefore looks like no {mail 
Affront: for he that often doth fo, infinuates he is 
fo far from being pleafed, that he is quite tired, 
and furfeited with the Company, and withes to get 
off. 7 

1385 If thou goeft in a Garb nct fuitable to the 
Cuftom of the Place where thou liveft, thou wilt 
feem to be of a whimfical or crofs Difpofition ; 
and that thou condemneft the commor Opinion 
and Vogue of Men, and.art ambitious to prefcribe 
to all others. | 

1386 Beware of jeering inftead of jefting: thofe 
two are very much alike, and are frequently mifta- 
ken for one another; differing only in the Intenti- 
on of the Author, or Reception of the Hearer. 
The former is a.real Injury, but the latter an in- 
nocent Recreation. 

1387 In Company be not too fingularly refer- 
ved ; a profound Sitence is not always either wife 
or gratetul: for when Men are obliged to fpeak by 
turns, “tis juft as if one fhould refufe to pay his 
Shoz at an Ordinary, and expect to fubfaft on the 
common Stock. : 

1388 Confider the thing thou forroweft for; it 
is eiilter to be remedied, or it is not: if it is, why 
then fhouldeft thou fpend that Time in grieving, 
which fhould be fpent in active applying of Re- 
medies? But if ic is not, then is thy Sorrow in 


: vain, 
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vain, and fuperfluous, as tending to nothing but in- 
-creafing thy Mifery. 

1389 Never come into Converfation, fo as to 
have a bruth with Clowns, Opiniators, proud Per- 
fons, and other Impertinents; but arm thy felf wich 
Refolution, and by that means thou wilt difappoint 
all their Jerks and Folly. If thow art furnifhed 
with Prudence and manly Confidence, thou wilt 
never engage with Fools, nor be baffled by Im- 
pertinents. | 

1390 Have a care to whom thou becomeft 
obliged. Thou oughteft to be ftri€ter in the Choice 
of a Creditor for Benefits, than for Money: In the 
one cafe, ’tis but paying what thou had{ft, and fo 
the Debt is difcharged: But in the other, when 
thou’ft paid that, thou art ftill in Arrear. 

1391 Jeer not any one: It demonftrates thy 
Contempt of him; becaufe when thou jeereft, and 
putteft him to the Bluth, thou intendeft not Pro- 
fir, but Pleafure by it: And ’tis hugely immodeft, 
and ignoble too, to take delight in confounding 
- another, and expofing him to Scorn or Laughter ; 
except it be in fuch {mall things as can bring no 


. fort of Difgrace. 


1392 Difcover not thofe Concerns to any of 
thy Familiars, which may revert either to thy Da- 
mage or Difcredit, if the prefent Friendfhip fhall 
be changed into Enmity: For it is a pitiful and 
precarious Life, which depends upon the Tacitur- 
nity of another. 

1393 Iv’s better, in many refpects, to err in com- 
manding what is not altogether convenfenr, than 
to amend it upon the Advice of an ordinary Ser- 
vant. He will be encouraged, by fuch a Conde- 
{cenfion, to argue with thee the Expediency of thy 
Commands eyer after. 


1394 Al- 
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1394 Always remember thou art but a Man: 
that human Nature is frail, and that thou mayft 
eafily fall, and then thou fhalt feldom fall. But if 
happening to forget what thou art, tbou chanceft 
to fall, bs not difcouraged: Remember thou maytt 
rife again. 

. 1395 Ufe not thy felf to affe& a Smile upon 
every Man: Its rather a Sign of a vain Mind, or 
of a treacherous Difpofition, than of a chearful 
Spirit, or a friendly Temper. Some by their con- 
tinual grinning, and fhewing their Teeth, make 
Men doubt whether they honour them, or laugh 
at them. 

1396 Take heed, when thou wouldeft thew Wif- 
dom in not fpeaking, chat thou betrayeft not Want 
of Judgment in too long Silence. If chou art re- 
ally ignorant of the Matter in hand, thy Silence is 

ifdom; but if thou underftandeft it, unreafonas 
ble Silence is Folly. | 

1397 I would not have thee give thy felf much 
to Poetry and Mathematicks, Thefe take up too 
much time, and too much room in the Soul. Mo- 
derately ufed, they may be good Recreations, but 
very indifferent Callings, bringing nothing but their 
own Reward. , 

1398 Every Man’s Experience perfects his Spe- 
culations: And if thou traffickeft in the Mart of 
Philofophy on the Stock of thy own Difcoveries, 
thou'lt be in a fairer way to improve thy felf, than 
a Man that trades altogether on the Credit of other 
Mens Conceptions. 

1399 When a Mifchance happens, turn it into 
fome Advantage, by obferving where it can ferve 
another End, either of Keligion or Prudence, or 
more Safety, or lefs Envy: It will turn to fome- 
thing that is good, if we have the Skill and Will 


to make it fo. ; 
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1400 Ufe thy felf to think, thou art here but a 
Stranger travelling to thy Country, where the Glo- 


ries of 2 Kingdom are prepared for thee. It’s. 


therefore a huge Folly to be much afflicted, be- 
caufe thou haft a lefs convenient Inn to lodge in 
by the way. 

1401 Thou oughteft not to defer the Execution 
of a Work that is neceffary, upon account of the 
uncertain Hopes of fome Conveniencies; efpeci- 
ally when the Ufe of thofethings thou wouldeft ftay 


for may otherwife be fupplied. But the Lofs of 


Time is never to be recovered. 

1402 Thou muft content thy felf to fee the 
“World fo imperfec as itis. ‘Thou wilt never have 
any Quiet if thou vexeft thy felf; becaufe thou 
canft not bring Mankind to that exact Notion of 
Things and Rule of Life, which thou haft formed 
in thy own Mind. 

1403 Thou oughteft to be diligent in the Pur- 
fuit of fuch things as are needful for the Body ; 
yet not to affliat thy felf with the Anguifh of Cares 
and Fears, and fuch like Paffions: but quietly put 
the Iffue of thy Labours into God’s Hands, and 
patiently expect what he will blefs them with. 

1404 When thou feeft Peoples Affections car- 
ried ftrongly in a Current one way, do not at that 
time fpeak, or expoftulate, for ’twill difquiet them 
the more; and like a little Water caft upon a great 
Fire, will make it burn fiercer. A wife Forbear- 
ance will compofe them more, and fettle them 
better. ° 

1405 Shew not thy felf in Publick till Maturity 
and Fitnefs. Firft Failings may put thee back too 
far for an After Recovery: For Expectations come 
with an Appetite, and would be fatisfied: If thou 
baulkeft them, Men may take fuch an Offence, 
as {carce ever to relifh thee again. 

1406 When 
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1406 Whén thou wouldeft thew thy felf to the 
World, let thy firf’ Approaches be modeft; elfe 
when there is too much Expectation and Preamble 
of Worth, People are half wearied and {pent in 
their Fore-conceits; and it is but a kind of an 
After-game of Credit that is fo won. 

1407 If at any time thy Mind feems to ftagger, 
and incline to any thing that is ill, think upon fome 
brave, wife, and good Man; fuppofe him to be 
prefent, and overlooking thee: and then do no- 
thing thou wouldeft be afraid or afham’d to do in 
his Prefence. | 

1408 To avoid Envy, avoid all unneceflary and 
ambitious engroffing of Bufinefs, and all infolene 
and proud Affectation. A wife Man will fome- 
times, in Bufinefs that is not of mueh Concern, 
fuffer himfelf to be croffed on purpofe, and to be 
over-born, that he may leffen Envy. 

1409 If thou wouldeft be popular, let thy Face 
be open and entertaining. There is an Art tolook 
one’s felf inte Refpect and Honour. A plaufible 
and liberal Countenance creates a favourable and 
hopeful Opinion of thee, from thofe that, perhaps 
will never need to be admitted to a nearer Ac- 
quaintance. , | 

1410 If thou findeft a happy Concurrence of 
thy Affairs with Time, Place, and Perfons, which 
give Succefs, be prudent and induftrious to make 
ufe, and difpofe of this good Fortune. Tho’ God 
provide this Good for thee, yet he requires thee 
to manage it thy (elf. 

1411 Go not to a covetous old Man with any 
Requeft too foon in the Morning, before he hath 
taken in that Day’s Prey: for his Covetoufnefs is 
up before him, and he before thee, and he is yet 
in ill Humour: but ftay till the Afternoon, till he 


be fatiated upon fome Borrower. a 
a G2 1412 Car> 


| [ 130 ] 

1412 Carry thy felf very open in common 
Matters, and Affairs of Friendfhip, or good Neigh- 
bourhood. But as to fuch things as fhould be Se- 
crets, be infcrutable; and let no Perfon or thing 


pick it out of thee. Premeditated general Evafi- 


ons might be here ufeful. 

1413 If thou canft not obtain a Kindnefs which 
thou defireft, put 2 good Face on it, fhew no 
Difcontent nor Surlinefs: an Hour may come, 
when thy Requeft may be granted. Temporizing 
is fometimes-great Wifdom. Cwundfando reftituit 
rem, 

1414 Be always fo ‘abst true in whatfoever 
-thou relateft of thy own Knowiedge, that thou 
mayft get an undoubted and fettled Reputation of 
Veracity ; and thou wilt have this Advantage, that 
every body will believe ( without farther Proof) 
whatfoever thou affirmeft, be it never fo ftrange. 

1415 Be not fo foolifhly kind, as to yield to 
every body whatever they pleafe to ask. If thou 
groweft cuftomarily eafy to all, thou haft loft thy 
Liberty and Property: for thou canft not after-. 
wards, when thou hafta mind to it, with-hold or 
deny thy Kindnefs without being thought injurious. 
For Cuftom lays a Debt on thee. 

1416 Be careful to keep thy felf free of all Scores. 
If thou payeft as thou goeft, thou wilt retain much 
Quiet. Many {mall things neglected, and fuffered 
to run up together, arife infenfibly to a large Sum. 
And befides, Negligence in this Point will render 
thee liable to be over-rated, or falfly put upon. 

1417 In Recreation, take this for a Rule; As 
foon as thou perceiveft Delizht flag, leave off; for 
Pleafures wil not be itrained beyond themfelves. 
This Sort of Temperance will render thy Plea- 
furcs exceeding fweet. Man is theretore unhappy, 
becaufe he knows not when to give over. 

1418 Some 


ee ee 


[ 131 | 

1418 Some Books may as well be borrowed as 
bought, fuch efpecially as thou meaneft to look | 
over but once ; and then it’s good to fet a precife ° 
Time when thou wilt return them: for that will 
bring afort of Neceffity on thee of reading them, 
and alfo give thee Credit to borrow more. 

1419 Be a moft ftri& Obferver of Order, Me- 
thod, and Neatnefs in all thy Affairs and Manage- - 
ments. Saturday concludes the Week: If thou 
wouldeft fet apart that Day, take a View of all thy 
Concerns; to note down what is wanting, and to 
put every thing into its Place, thou wouldeft pre- \ 
vent much troublefome Confufion, and fave abun- 
dance of Vexation and Pains. | 

1420 In thy Study and Purfuance of a Notion, 
firft work it out by thy felf as far, as thou canft, 
and make it lie as clear and diftinét in thy Head as 
poffible ; and then ( but not before) confult Books, 
and difcourfe thy Affociates. For remember, thou 
art not always to live on Reliance, and go in Lead- 
ing-ftrings. : 

1421 Not to be provoked at all is beft: but if 
thou art mov’d, correct not, nor revenge, till the 
Fume be fpent. For every Shock our Fury gives, 
is {ure to fall upon our {elves at laft. If we did 
but obferve. the Allowances our Reafon makes, 
upon Reflexion, when our Paflion is over, we 
could not want a Rule to behave our felves by in 
the like Occafions. 

1422 In chufing a Wife, be fure of it that the 
be not of a different Inclination, as to Matters of 
common Life, from thee. For if one delight in 
Company, the other in Privacy, you mutt live to- 
gether with as little Conveniency, as (in the Fable) 
the Swallow and Snipe would do; whereof one 
loved nothing but Summer; and the other nothing 
but Winter. 
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1423 In great Families the Mafter faith, Go; 
but in fmaller, Let us go; implying that he will 
accompany him.’ When Go is faid, perhaps the 
Command may be executed after a fort, but with 
fome Uncertainty, becaufe the Bufinefs is not un- 
der the Mafter’s Eye. But Let us go, doth the 
thing immediately and effedtually. 

1424, Endeavour with all thy Power to get a 


manly Confidence: For a fheepifh Bafhfulnefs, 


when one knows not howto look, fpeak, or move; 


for fear of doing amifs; and always blufhing, and 


_ not able to fupport an harfh Word, or ftern Look, 


will render us liable to Ridicule, Contempt, and 
Infulk, 

- 1425 Do all thou canit to keep up a fair Re- 
putation with all Perfons. Be with Superiots hum- 
bie and compliant, but not bafe and flattering : 
With Equals grave, but not morofe: With Inte- 
riors courteous and fair fpoken, not fullen or im- 
perious. Forno Man is willing to own him, that 
is out of the good Opinion of the World. _ 

1426 In Bufinefs that thou underftandeft, it’s an 
Advantage to thee to propofe firft: In what thou 
underitandeft not, it’s beft to receive Propofals. 
And if thou haft a doubtful Caufe, or an incon- 
ftant Adverfary, and findeft him difpofed to comply 
with thy Defire, defer not to difpatch. 

1427 In dealing with Merchants, and Men of 
Butinefs, cut off Ceremonies, and declare thy Bu- 
finefs at length, rather than too briefly, to prevent 
Miftakes. Befides, a Man is not always in Difpo- 
fition, or of Ability to fathom the Depth of an 
Affair with a fhort Lead-Line. , 

1428 It’s better that thou be rather fomething 


fparing, than very liberal, to even a good Servanr; 
for as he grows full, he inclines either to be idle, 


or to leave thee: and if he fhould at any time 
| ; murmurs 


C33] _ 
murmur, thou: mayft govern him by a feafonable 
Reward. 

1429 Labour by a wife and virtuous Life to get 
thy Soul fo fettled, that which way foever fheturns 
her Eye, the Heaven is calm and ferene about 
her: No Defire, no Fear, no Doubt, no Diffi- 
-culty, can affault the Imagination of fuch a one; 
. fo as to caufe Offence or Difquiet. | 

1430 Get into fome fettled, honeft, and credi- 
table Employment, fuitable to thy Place, Eftate, 
‘ Inclination, and Education; and manage it careful- 
ly, with a good Confcience and unfpotted Repu- 
cation. This will be the fureft and beft way to 
gain Quiet and Satisfaction in this World. 

1431 Often think with thy felf, that others ex- 
_cel thee in Wifdom and Virtue: And ufe fré- 
quently to fufpect thy felf to be eafily confuted and 
.convaiced of thy Errors, if thou wert told of thy 
Failings, All this thou mayft do and fuffer, and 
yet not be fo eafy, as to be led by the Nofe by 
every pragmatical meddling Fellow. , 

1432 Fear not that which cannot be avoided. 
Ir’s extreme Folly to make thy felf miferabie be- 
fore thy time; or to fear thar, which ir may ba 
will never come; or if it do, may poflibly be 
_ converted into thy Felicity. For often it falls outs 
that that which we moft feared when it comes, 
_ brings much Happinefs with it. | 

1433 I would have thee never aim at great 
Things, Ambition makes a Man plunge himfelf 
into a multitude of reftlefs Cares, Pains, and Per- 
plexities, to gain only the windy Praifes and airy 
Eftimation of Men, whofe Minds are moft in- 
conitant and wavering, and not to be depended 
on. 

1434 Firft know the Character of the Perfon 

thou haft to do with: next feel his Pulfe; and thea 
: — G4 attack 
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attack him by his ftrongeft Paffion; which is his 
weaker Side: And that is.a fure Way to gain him. 
But this muft not be done trickifhly, and knavifhly, 
to circumvent and wrong him. 

1435 Ufe not commonly and unneceffarily the 
Name of God, or the Devil; nor Paffages of ho- 
ly Scriptures; nor mocking at any thing relating 
to Piety or Devotion ; nor Oaths; nor courfe By- 
Words; nor undecent Expreffions ufed oniy by 
Perfons of ill Behaviour, or mean Condition. 

1436 In Converfations of Kindnefs, take care 
that thy Tongue and Judgment be both of a piece, 
accompanying thy Difcourfe with fuch Geftures, 
Ccuntenances and Actions, as are expreffive of 
the fame Will and Affections; giving to knows 
‘in fhort, the Caufes that induce thze to Love and 
Honour, and think thy felf obliged. =~ 

1437 In Bufinefs, let every Man talk tis fill. 
Rather than interrupt him, provoke him to fpeak ; 
for he will blurt out many things for thy Advan- 
taze: Some out of Inadvertency, fome our of 
Vanity, when he ftands flourifhing upon Circum- 
f{tances, and Matters of fmall Moment. 

1438 Affect not to have great Refort to thy 
Houfe. Thy vulgar Friends will fteal away thy 
moft valuable Jewel, Time. If thou were with 
them any where but at home, thou mighteft eafi- 
er get away from them; but at thy own Houfe, 
thou muft endure their Pleafure. 

1439 If thy Servant be Ill-natur’d, and does 
not kindly refpect thee, but is felf-conceited, and 


_ furly, and heady; yet if he be not pofitively dif- 


honeft, nor ignorant of his Bufinefs, bear with him 


, + a-while to ferve thy prefent Turn: but as foon as 


thou canft better - provide thy felf, rid thy Hands 
of him. 


1440 A Man 
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1440 A Man that is not of, a real Ill-nature may 

poffibly fpeak flightingly of thee: Of fuch an one 

do thou fpeak well. Believe me, this will work 

ftrangely in gaining him to thee: whereas ill Lan- 

Fuage would change his Difrefpect to downright 
atred of thee. 


1441 Forbear telling in Company, where thou 


art not very well known, or where thou art nor 
very well refpected, ftrange things, though they be 
really true, left thou be accounted a Stretcher. 
And no Animal in the World is more contempti- 
ble than fuch an one. 

1442 When thou advifeft a Friend, propofe not 
thy Counfels as Laws to him with the Air of a 
Mafter; that would take from him the Privilege 
of examining what thou fayeft. Thy Part is to 
endeavour to draw him with Reafon, nor drive 
him with Authority. | 

1443 A grcat Skill in Converfation will be, nog 
fo much to fhew thy own Wir, as to give other 
People an Opportunity of exerting theirs: For he 
that parts from thee pleafed, and fatisfied with him- 
felf, 1s perfectly fo with thee. Men feck lefs to be 
inftructed than applauded. 

1444 Kings, who gain Batteis, and take Cities, 
are obliged for their Laurels to the gallant Per- 
formances of their Captains and Sovdiers. But 
thou, if thou alae thy ill Appetices and Paf- 
fions, wilt be indebted only to thy own Valour 
for that glorious Victory, and better meriteft the 
Name of a Hero. 

144§ Look upon vicious Companions as fo ma- 
ny Eng:nes planted againft thee by the Devil; and 
accordigiy fly from them, as thou weuldeft from 
the Mouth of a Cannon. Make no Acquaintance 
with thofe whom nothing will fatisfy, but that thou 
go to Hell with them for Company. 

G 5 1446 Make 
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e 1446 Make it neither thy Hope nor -Bufinefs ta 


pleafe all People; only endeavour to imitate thofe 
that are wife and virtuous, and do and fuffer what- 
foever is incumbent on thee; and then let the Peo- 
ple {pit out what Poifon they pleafe. For my part, 

hold it for a great Commendation, not to pleafe 
the Vicious. 

1447 Employ not many Affiftants in thy Af 
fairs; for thou muft in Gratitude repay each In- 
dividual when he requires it, fince thou ftandeft 
bound to him. 

1448 In order to allay thy Difcontent, imagine 
with thy felf that thou haft a Divifion of the In- 
firmities of human Nature with other Men; and 
then thou fhalt find the Advantage is on sa fide 5 
feeing there is in thee but a {mall Portion of Pain, 
for infinite Pafftons, Sufferings and Wants that are 
in others, : 

1449 Affect not hard Words; a Defign to be 
thought learned thereby, fhews want of Learning. 
_ For the more knowirg any Man is, the plainer he 
is ableto exprefs his Mind. But on the other fide, 
thou art not to defcend to low and mean Expref- 
fions; that will favour of an ungenteel Breeding, 
and courfe Converfarion. 

1450 If thou getteft not an Indifference to all 
idle Cenfures of Men, thou wilt be difturb’d in all 
thy TranfaCtions, it being {carce pofiible to do any 
thing, bur there will be Defcants made on it: 
Nay, thou muft fufpend even the neceffary Actions 
of Life, if thou wilt not venture them to the be- 
ing misjudged by others. 

1451 Truly thou thale never have done, if thou 
wilt needs take all the Affairs of the World to. 
heart, and be paffionate for the Publick, whereof 
thou makeft fo finall a Parr. If thou fendeft for 
Mifchicts fo far off, there wil not an Hour pafs, 

2 wherein 
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: wherein fome Difconfolation or other will noe 
-come upon thee. 

_ 14§2 In negotiating with Perfons, obferve their 
Temper, and (as far as Prudence will give leave ) 
comply with their Humaur: Suffer them to {peak 
- their Pleafure freely; feem to be pleafed, if not 
- with their Opinion and Party, yet with their Elo- 
-cution and Ability; this may probably draw them 
on to let fall fomething, that may be for thy Ad- 
vantage. 

> 1453 Be rather careful of what thou do’ft, than 
of what thou haft; for what thou haft is none of 
.thine, and will leave thee at thy Death: But what 
thou do’ft is thine, and will follow thee to thy 
Grave; and will plead for thee, or againft thee, at 
thy Refurrection. 

1454 In {peaking, ufe not fo little Gefture as to 
. Rand immoveable, like an Image without Life; for 
that will be taken, not for Gravity but Dulnefs. 
Nor fo much, as to lay about thee like a Threfher; 
for that would be Buffoonery; and make thee de- 
{pifed, and not heard. 

1455 Affect not to appear excellent in lefs ne- 
ceffary Qualities and Attainments: For that would 
be to produce Witnefs ne thy felf, that thou 
haft fpenc thy Time, and applied thy Study ill; 
which ought to have been employed in the Ac- 
ates of more ufeful, and more neceflary 
things, 

1456 In Confolations, thou fhouldeft at thy firft 
Approaches favour thy Friends Grief, and exprefs 
_fome Approbation of their Sorrow. By this Indul- 
gence thou obtaineft Credit to proceed; and after 
a facil and infenfible Manner, flideft into Difcour- 
fes morc folid, and proper for their Cure. 

1457 If any attack thee by Argument, and 
thou haft not a brisk Anfwer saa rv 
| and 
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ftand not to purfue the Point with a tedious and 
impertinent Conteft, bordering upon Obftinacy - 
but turn it artfully to fomething elfe; let it pafs, 
and defer thy Revenge, for a Time to come. 

1458 Thou mayft not defer the Amendment of 
thy Life to the laft Hour, becaufe the Thief was 
faved: For as that was a Precedent that none 
fhould defpair; fo was it but one Example, that 
none fhould prefume, Defperation is a double Sin ; 
and final Impenitence hath no Remiffion. 

1459 I would not have thee be one of thofe, 
who are as wife at the firft Profpeé&t of a Bufinefs, 
as ever they intend to be; and who, as if they had 
an infinite Knowledge, prefently jump into an In- 
fallibiliry of Opinion, which they can never after 
firid in their Hearts to retract and outgrow. 

1460 Deceivenot, defraud not; but keep up to 
the ftricteft Rules of Juftice and Honefty: For all 
unjuft Acquifiticns will one Day prove like a bar- 
bed Arrow, that muft be plucked back again; and 
that not without horrible Pain and Anguifh; or 
elfe will deftroy thee eternally. | 

1461 Repine not at the Plenty or Splendor of 
thy Neighbour; at rhe Greatnefs of his Incomes 
the Megnificcnce of his Retinue, ge. Confider 
what are frequently the difmal, and wretched Con- 
{eguences of all this, and fo thou wilt have little 
Caufe to envy this gaudy Great One, or to with 
thy felf in his room. 

14€2 In making of a Judgment, confider not 
fo much a Man’s Words, and common Conver- 
{a.ion, (where there is feldom any Temptation to 
be ill ) as his Actions, and moft fettled Courfe of 
Dealings in Bufincfs. Many {peak well, and do 
il. A Knave knows, horeft Werds ccf him no- 
pus and without them he can catch no Wcod- 
cocks. 


1463 Give 
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146 3 Give nota prefumptuous Perfon Counfel ; 
he will hate thee for it; for his fort of Senfe tells 
him, thou hereby fuppofeft thy felf wifer than him. 
And if thy Counfel to him chance to be in a 
Matter of great Concern, thou certainly ruineft 
him: For he will do the contrary, to fhew he 
needs none of thy Advice. 

1464 Place not thy Amendment only in increa- 
fing thy Devotion, but in bettering thy Life. This 
is the damning Hypocrify of this Age ; that it 
flights all food Morality, and fpends its Zeal in 
Matters of Ceremony, and a Form of Godlinefs 
without the Power of it. 

1465 In all things preferve Integrity. The Con- 
fcience of thy own Uprightnefs will alleviate the 
cl of Bufinefs, and foften the Harfhnefs of ill 

uccefs and Difappointments, and give thee an 
humble Confidence before God; when the Ingra- 
titude of Man, or the Iniquity of the Times rob 
thee of other due Reward. 

1466 If thou ufeft Vigor and Refolution in Bu- 
finefs, thou thy felf wilt never mifcarry, though 
fometimes thy Defigns may. Thou canft never be 
a lofer in Honour and Reputation, burt wilt appear 
a great Man, even in. the moft unfortunate Acci- 
dents; and make even ill fuccefs itfelf atceft thy 
fufliciency. 

1467 Be eafy in Company ; it’s uncivil to clath’ 
with every thing in Converfation thar thou diflikeft, 
or to contute every thing thou thinkeft falfe; to 
formalize upon all the Foolery and Nonfenie thou 
heareft. ‘Thou art not to conreft with the whole 
World, as if thou wert the univerfal Reformer. 

1468 When thou art at leifure by thy {clf, con- 
fider what may be the propereft Ways, 1. To 
detract from thy felf modeftly. 2. When and 
how to value and recommend thy felf. 3. hs 

what 


I 
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_. what Artifice, to behave thy felf to Contemners} 
-and ali forts of People. — | 
1469 If thon’haft an Adverfary too mighty for 
thee, let not thy Paffion drive thee to any peremp- 
tory Refiftance; but wifely forbear, and keep thy 
“‘fting to thy felf. He that fhews himfelf: fiery, 
where his Flame cannot touch, like Lightning ap- 
pears only in the Flafh, but confumes nothing. 
1470 If thou wouldeft leave any Place or Em- 
ployment, and fecure thy felf from After-Afper- 
fions, make publick Proteftation of thy fincere 
‘Behaviour therein, Thus thou removeft like a 
Light which is not put out, and choaked in Snuff; 
se removed from one Candleftick to ano- 
ther. . 
1471 In foliciting, it’s better to move by Speechs 
if thou haft a Talent for it, than by Letter. Thy 


Perfon, thy Face, thy Delivery may beget regard ; - 


and when thou art with him, perhaps he will nor 


have Confidence to deny the Suit: But at a Di- - 


ftance, he can write back to thee qa Letter, and 
‘not bluth. 3 

1472 Accuftom thy felf to bear, even unde- 
fered Reproofs patiently, and contentedly; and 
the harfh Words of an Enemy: as knowing that 
the Anger of an Enemy is a better Monitor, and 
‘reprefents our Faults, and puts us in mind of our 
Duty, with more heartinefs, than the foft Kindnefs 
of a Friend. 

1473 Be careful thou doft not utter a Lie in 
thy Prayers; which though not obferved, is fre- 
quently practifed by carelefs Perfons; efpecially in 
Forms of Confeffion, effirming things which they 
have not thought, protefling Sorrow which is not, 
making Promifes and Vows they mean not. 


1474 Be 
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1474 ‘Be feverely ¢areful to guard thy felf a- 
ainft Curiofity, Toattling, and needlefs Enquiries. 
hofe are the very Ruft and Canker of Time, 
.to eat it up: And when they once feize upon us 
do commonly devour fo much of our Lives, that 
they render the whole Remainder ufelefs and un- 
profitable. | 

1475 Be the fame in the Sight of God, who 
‘beholds thy Heart, that thon feemeft in the Eyes 
of Men, that fee thy Face: And content not thy 


_felf with an outward good Name, when thy Con- 


{cience fhall inwardly tell thee, it’s undeferved, and 
therefore none of thine. 

1476 In felling, let no Price be heightened by 
the Neceffity or Unskilfulnefs of the Buyer: for 
the firft is direct uncharitablenefs to the Perfon, 
and injuftice in the Thing; becaufe the Man’s Ne- 
ceffity could not naturally enter into the Confide- 
ration of the Value of the Commodity: And the 
other is downright Deceit and Oppreftion. 

1477 Religioufly keep all Promifes and Cove- 
nants, though made to thy Difadvantage ; and tho’ 
afterwards thou perceiveft thou mighteft have done 
better. And let not any precedent Act of thine be 
alrer’'d by any After-accident: Let nothing make 
_thee break thy Promife, unlefs ic be unlawful, or 
impoffible. 

1478 When thou art delivered from Afflicticns, 
in a f{pecial Manner recollect and call to mind 
thofe Errors, Failings and Sins, that did moft dif- 
quiet thee in the time of thy Adverfity; and be 
. moft fevere againft them. 

1479 Let thy begging of Pardon be ever ac- 
companied with a Refolution not to offend a- 
_ gain: Otherwife, God that fees thy Hearr, looks 

upon thy asking Pardon, as a higher, and more im- 
pudene 
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pudent and prefumptuous Sin, than that which 
thou feemeft to beg the Forgivenefs of. 

1480 Our fecret Griefs and Uneafineffes about 
Mens Opinions of us, make thofe Men neither 
better nor worfe towards us. Do thou but walk 
virtuoufly, and inoffenfively, and never imagine or 
care what they think or fay of thee. This will 
procure great Quiet and Confolation. 

1481 In Reconciliation it’s more policy to pafs 
over Words and Caufes, which occafioned the 
Difference; than to piece the Rent with weak Ex- 
cufes and Apologies. It’s a wrong Method to make 
the very Caufe of your fall-out, which was Words, 
the way to Agreement again. This would be to 
fend thy old Wrath an Ambaffador for a new Re- 
concilement, Prov. xvii. 9. 

1482 Pick out of thy Companions Afflociates; 
and affociate wifely. In the Society of thy Equals 
thou fhalt enjoy more pleafure: In the Society of 
thy Superiors thou fhalt find more profi. To be 
the beft in the Company is the way to grow the 
worft. The beft means to grow better, is, to be 
the worft there. 

1483 Take heed of that Honour which thy 
Wealth hath purchafed; for it’s. neither lafting nor 
thine own. What Money creates, Money pre- 
ferves. If thy Wealth decays, thy Honour dies. 
That is but a flippery Happinefs, which Fortune 
can give, and can take away. . 

1484 Inthe Marter of Compofition, efpecially 
of Letters, thou fhouldeft write as thou fpeikeft, 
with Fafe and Freedom ; for it is more friendly, as 
well as natural. And it is fo much my Inclination, 
(faith Sezeca) that if T could make my mind vi- 
fible to my Friend, I would neither fpeak nor 
write. 


1485 After 
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1485 After a Man hath told News, or a Story 
in thy Prefence, do not ftare at him, and ask what 
was that you faid: For that fhews thou contem- 
nedft the Relator, and mindedft not what he told 
thee. Befides, if thou requireft him to tell the fame 
Tale, as often as thou art pleafed to ask it, thou 
thereby makeft him much thy Inferior. 

_1486 Do not in Company even thy own Bu- 
finefs, if it may be delay’d; read not a Letter; 
commend not, nor chide thy Servants; affume not 
all the Talk: Entertain them not with Stories . of 
thy Self, Wife, Children, or Family: Tell not 
thy Dreams; cenfure not; contradi€{ not; but 
give place to the major Parr. 

1487 Thou mayft freely and fafely difcourfe of 
Matters of Learning, Philofophy, Poetry, Mathe- 
maticks, Travel, Government of foreign Countries; 
Hiftories of Times long ago paft; or prefent, of 
other Countries; Husbandry, Horfes, Hunting » 
Fifhing, Fowling, and the like Subjects, which 
concern no Man’s Reputation, Intereft, or Faction. 
ai therefore none need care which part they 
take. 

1488 When thou haft extorted from a Perfon 
what he obftinately denied, thou needeft not doubr, 
but at the fame time alfo, to obtain another he 
would not willingly grant. For when a Man is 
forced as it were to let go his hold of what he moft 
firmly grafped, he unbends his Hand, and abandons 
whatever it contained. 

1489 If between thy Friend and thee a private 
Thought of Unkindne& arife, prefently and mildly 
tell it him, and be reconciled. If he be clear, 
thou fhalt like him the better when thou feeft his 
Integrity; If faulty, his Confeffion merits thy 
Pardon: and though in the Difcuffion you fhould 
Jar a little, yet be fure to part Friends. 

1490 Speak | 
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1490 Speak not conceitedly before an Artift, of 
his own Art, which it muft be fuppofed thou un- 
derftandeft but licde of. But if occafion be given, 
thou mayft {peak of it by way of doubting, or ask- 
ing fome Queftions, manifefting by that Modefty 
that thou halt more defire to underftand what thou 
knoweft not, than to utter what thou knowelt. 

1491 When thou art:with Women, thou muft 
not enter into Strife and Contention with them ; 
for by fuch Thwarting, and obftinate Dealing, there 
is nothing to be gotten at their Hands but Ill-will: 
Therefore it is ever better to foothe them, than to 
thwart them in their Sayings. 

1492 Talk little; and Hear much. Refle& a- 
lone upon what paffed in Company ; diftruft thy 
-own Opinion; and confider that of others. Run 
not too faft where thou art not fure of the way. 
Thefe are fome of the Rules, that a Young Man 
Should obferve. 

1493 When thou heareft talk of any anes Con- 
. dition, never trouble thy felf to think of him; 
but prefently turn thy Eyes upon thy felf, to fee in 
what Condition thou art. Whatever concerns ano- 
ther, relates to thee thus much, that the Accident 
that has befallen him, gives thee caution, and 
rowzes thee to turn thy Defence that way. 

. 1494 Promife nothing of Importance without 
deliberation ; and except thou haft a Mind to per- 
form it: for thou art free not to promife; but 
when thou haft done it, thou art engaged to per- 
form what thou promifeft. Exprefs clearly and 
plainly, for fear thou fhouldeft be mifunder{tood ; 
and be thought to have promifed more than thou 
performeft. 

1495 If upon ‘the beft Survey thou canft make 
of thy own Forces, and after fome (nor faint ) 

trials, thou findeft thy felf no match for the vee 
: an 


~ 
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‘and unable to countermine its Policies, and fairly op- 
pote its Power: Then (if thou canft) thou mayft 
and oughteft to retire from the World, as from the 
Face of a too potent Enemy. 

1496 Whenever thou perceiveft the leaft Mo- 
tion of Anger within thee, make as much hafte to 
check it, as thou wouldeft to quench a Fire in 
thy Houfe. And be fure to keep ftri&t watch 
over thy Tongue, that it breaks not out into pro- 
voking Expreffions: For that Breath will blow up 
ree Fire, not only in thy Antagonift, but in thy 
‘felf. 

1497 If at any time thy Thoughts be lifted ups 
and thou fancieft thy felf to be fomethings t 
Farth, which isalways prefent, will tell thee where- 
‘of thou art made, and whence thou hadft thy 
Origin, and whither thou fhalt g0; for Duft we are, 
‘and to Duft we muft return. And upon this hum- 
‘ble Foundation, thou mayit build the higheft Vir- 
tue. : . 

1498 Confider fadly, that thou muft e’re tong © 
dwell in a Houfe of Darknefs and Difhonour, as 
thy Fore-fathers do. Thy Body muft be the Ha- 
bitation of foul Infe&s : Thy Soul muft be as 
thou makeft ic by thy living here, in a State of 
‘good or bad everlaftingly. Upon thefe Thoughts 
it will not -be eafy for thee to be gay in thy Imagi- 
nation; or to be drunk with Wine, Joy, Pride or 
Revenge. 

1499 Speak not through the Nofe; nor with 
a affected, or unhandfome Geftures; wrying the 

outh, fwelling the Cheeks, putting out the Lips, 
Lifping. Alfo when fpeaking, make no fhort 
' Stops without Reafon ; nether Flue: Hawk, Cough 
or Spit, but when thou haft real Occafion; elfe it 
will look as though thou wert at a Stand, and” in- 
venting what to fay. 

1500 Difpatch 
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1506 Difpatch not an ill and difficult Bufinefs 
fo abfolutely, but that, if poffible, thou leaveft 
place to undertake and introduce it again. Time 
and Opportunity alter many things; and make that 
pafs fmoothly, which formerly would have been 
refufed, had not thy Dexterity left open a Door 
for a new Treaty. , 

1501 When thou confulteft a Friend about any 
Bufinefs, be not hafty, where the Matter will allow 
of Times to receive his prefent Anfwer; but give 
him leifure to confider; for the common and firft 
Conceptions of moft Men are pretty much the 
fame; at leaft their extempore is not equal to thy 
premeditated. 

1502 Converfe not much, and be not too fa- 
miliar with ordinary People: Yet left thou be ace 
counted proud, and be hated; when thou art with 
them, be courteous in thy Salutes, Difcourfes, Of- 
fers of Kindnefs, but efpecially in giving what 
looks like Reafons in thy Difcourfe: For then they 
think that thou doft not defpife them. 

1503 InConverfation, fpeak Reafon, rather than 
‘Authors; rather Senfe, than a Syllogifm, rather 
thy own Thought than anothers. If thou conu- 
nually quoteft others, ’twill argue a Poverty in thy 
felf, which forces thee to be ever a borrowing : 
Twill be a greater Commendation to fay thou art 
wife, than that thou art well read. 

1504 Lay down fuch Rules to thy felf of ob- 
ferving {tated Hours for Study and Bufinefs, as no 
Man fhall be able to perfuade thee to recede from. 
For when thy Refolutions are once known, as no 
Man of Ingenuity will difturh thee; fo thou'le 
find this Method will become not only practica- 
ie but of fingular. Benefic in abundance of 
things. 


1505 If 
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1505 If thou wouldeft pleafe in Company of 
fuch as think themfelves intelligent Perfons, ex- 
plain not things too particularly, bute exprefs half, 
and leave it to thy Hearers to make out the reft: 
They will gratefully take it for an Argument, that 
thou haft a good Opinion of their Apprehenfion 
and Judgment. | 

1506 Avoid alf vulgar, nonfenfical, mean Words 
and Expreffions, which have no Grace nor Wit: 
For fuch bring thee down to the meaneft Clafs of 
Clowns, and caufe thee to be defpifed. As for 
Inftance, Dumfound, Hidtins Doéfius, Slap-dath: 
As fine as Five-pence: The Deuce take it ::In the 
Twinkling of a Bed-ftaff, ce. 

1507 Be not unwilling to pardon: Defpair makes 
Men attempt things, which otherwife they would 
not. Ifa Perfon that has offended thee finds he 

muft be thy irreconcileable Enemy, and that Ma- 
dice muft laft always, he will continually watch Op- 
portunities of injuring thee, and in time will draw 
in others to affift him in it. 

1508 If Death be fuch a terrible Thing, en- 
deavour to live in fuch a Manner, that ic may ne- 
ver affright thee when it fhall approach thee, or 
when thou fhalt fee it invade others; expecting it | 
at all Times, and in all Places. Doft thou know 
by what Herbs, or by what Charms I do not 
a it? “Tis by leading an innocent and good 

ife. 

1509 Shun all Debates in Matters not under- 
{tood by thofe thou converfeft with; for they be- 
ing perhaps not humble enough to fubmit to thy 
Judgment, will immediately oppofe thy Reafons; 
and if f{uperior to thee in Quality, or perhaps in 
Voice, pretend to the Advantage by Authority and 
st of Lungs, when Reafon ferves not their 

urn. 


1510 Let 
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1510 Let that content thee that has been got- 
ten honeftly; that thou canft leave contentedly, 
canft ufe foberly, and diftribute chearfully in the 
Time of thy Life and Health: For that other, 
on thy Sick or Death-bed, feems rather a Cheat 
than a Charity; inafmuch as it is more a Diftribu- 
tion of another Man’s Goods, than of thy own. . 

1511 In doing Bufinefs of Concern, apply thy 
whole Thoughts and Mind ferioufly to it; but be 
not too eafy, nor paffionately engage thy Affections 
in it; nor promife thy felf certain Succefs. By 
this means thou wilt have thy Underftanding clear, 
and not be difturbed over-much if thou mifcarrieft ; 
which thou muft make account will often happen 
to thee. ; 

1512 Keep Formality above-board; but Pru- 
dence under Deck: for nothing will give a greater 
Stop to thy Affairs, than to be efteemed very wife 
by them thou art to deal with; ic will beget Jea- 
loufy in them. And thy Wifdom will be an Alarm 
to them, never to come unprovided, when they 
have any Concern with thee. 

1513 Amend thy Life, if thou defireft to be 
revenged of Fortune, and be Proof againft all 
her Darts. Increafe in Virtue if thou wouldeft be 
invulnerable: Be as good in Profperity as in Ad- 
verfity. Nothing but good Works can make thee 
happy in this World, and live when this World 
fhall be no more. 

1514 When thou prepareft againft an Enemy, 
make account that the Preparations on his fide are 
as great as thofe on thine. And promife not thy 
felf Succefs from the Indifcretions thou mayft ima- 
gine he hath committed: But rather fuppofe, he 
having his Senfes and Judgment about him, may 
have provided at leaft as well as thy felf. 


@515 Be 


| 
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1515 Be not too glorious at firft; ic will raife 
too great an Expectation, which, when difappoint- 
ed, will turn to Scorn. Thou hadft better thew 
thy felf by a little at once, than in a windy Often- 
tation blufter out thy felf all together: So that Re- 
fpe&t thou gaineft will be more permanent, though 
it be not got in fuch Hafte. : 

1516 When two great Men have a Difference, 
*rwill not be fafe for thee to declare for either 
Party; but let them fight their own Battels. For 
thefe two coming afterwards to be reconciled, thou 
wilt be at the greateft Lofs in the World; in re- 
gard the one will be apt to forget the Service thou 
didft him, and the other will remember the Affront 
he conceived thou offeredft him. | 

1517 In thy Converfation, or Writing, .make 
not too much ufe of Fancy, and Flights of Wit: 
It begets vain and puerile Ideas, which tend nei- 
ther to make us wifer, nor better, nor more ac- 
ceptable. Thy Thoughts fhould be produced by 
good Senfe, and right Reafon; and ought always 
to be the Effect of thy Judgment. : 

1518 As to Servants, take thefe three Rules: 
1. If any will do his BufinefS with fair Words, I 
would not have him chid into it. 2. I would ne- 
ver blame him for Incidents, fuch as might befal 
my felf, or any one elfe. 3. Nor ever fhould I 
find fault with him for doing that amifs, wherein 
he had no particular Direction. 

1519 If an Enemy or an ill Man take up a Fit 
of Kindnefs all of a fudden, and appear to be 
better natur'd than ufual, ic will be good Difcre- 
tion in thee to fufpe& Fraud, and to lay his Words 
and Practices together: for there are no Snares fo 
dangerous, as thofe laid for us under the Cover of 
good Offices, a 


1520 Always 
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1529 Always put the beft Conftruion on Bu- 
finels and Converfation: And do not fuppofe there 
was Malice or Contempt meant thee, in every 
Aion or Word thou do’ft not underftand. To 
interpret up to this Rigor, will make thee often 
miftaken, and always upon the fret; and is the 
way for thee neither to be juft to others, nor kind 
to thy felf. | 

1521 Strictly obferve the firft Stirrings and In- 
timations, the firft Hints and Whifpers of Good 
and Evil that pafs in thy Heart. This will keep 
Confcience fo quick, and vigilant, and ready to 

ive a Man true Alarms, upon the leaft Approach 
of his fpiritual Enemy, that he fhall be very {el- 
dom liable to a great Surprize. 

1522 In the thing thou wouldeft have fucceed, 
make trial of all the Advantages thou feeft open : 
There are more Ways than one into a City; and 
fome Pofterns may be open, though the Fore- 
gates be fhut. And when thou haft an Advan- 
tage, make thy own fair Terms; elfe thou mayft 
fay, like Fob, Ob that I were as in Months paft. 

1523 Take no notice of every Neglect~and 
{mall Injury, for fo thou difcovereft thy {elf too 
tender of thy Honour; which thing will foon 
create thee Contempt, and make thee accounted 
a touchy, tefty Fool. Thofe Thoughts are trou- 
blefome and vexing to their Owners, which, like 
Briars, catch at every thing that touches them. 

1524 In Matters of falfe Afperfion, infift not 
tuo much upon direct Contradiction; but appeal 
to fuch Witneffes and fuch Circumftances, ‘as are 
moft probable to vindicate thee. By this perhaps 
thou bloweft not Sufpicions quite away, yet thou 
{cattereft them: And fome People will believe 
what thou fayett, 
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1525 When thou art maligned and ill-{poken, of 
take the Advantage of prefenting thy {elf with an 


‘innocent Confidence; and: fhrink not; efpecially if 


thou canft any way make it appear thou haft for- 
born ae Revenge, where thou hadft an Op- 
portunity of doing it. — | 

1526 In thy Dealing, ufe a kind of Opennefs 
and Freenefs. Such Behaviour will make others free 
to thee. 2. Get the Opinion of Secrefy ; forthen, 
like a found and clofe Veffel, Men will pour them- 
felves into thee. 3. Get the Report of upright 


_ Dealing, and Men ‘will negotiate more fincerely 


and plainly with thee. Do not affect the crooked 
Going of the Serpent. 

1527 When thou art to receive Favours or Re- 
watds, don’t betray (by thy Joy and Alacrity ) any 
Proje& which lies dormant in thy Bofom. Difco- 
ver not thy fecret Ends and Purpofes; yet give no 
Occafion tor Sufpicion. He’s a Fool, that when 
he borrows his Enemies Sword, tells him, he means 
to flay him with it. 

1528 In negotiating, confider the Sex. 1. The 
Feminine is more foft and eafy (though not al- - 
ways fo) and lighter things will prevail. 2. The 
Age: Old Age is more morofe, and hard to be 
treated with. 3. The prefent Condition: Profpe- 
rity makes Men daring and confident. 4. Their 
Advantages, and Difadvantages or Weakneffes, and 
where they lie moft open. | 

1529 Take up this peremptory Refolution and 
Practice: I will not be angry, though a juft Oc- 
calion be offered. And let the Performance of 
that Refolution be the firft Ac after the Provoca- 
tion. For if a Man can but bring himéfelf to this 
pafs, that he takes not fire at the firft Touch, he 
will not be blown up, and his Paffion will cool. 
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1530 If one importune thee too much, dally 
with him by circulatory Speeches; run him into a 
Ring; delude him sale | for his Curiofity ; throw 
fome ridiculous Pun at him: Let him fee by thy 
bantering, that thou art not well-pleafed with the 
thing, nor yet much difpleafed, becaufe thou re- 
jecteft him, and yet retaineft good Humour fill. 

1531 Think, and find out what it is that thy 
Delight is really upon; as Company, Hunting, bo- 
dily Exercife, Cards, Mufick. And then give thy 
felf all the Pleafure thou canft, without fquandering 
away precious Time, or otherwife prejudicing thy 
felf or others. Thou art not to be always chain’d 
up to thy Oar; therefore let Life be as Nature or- 
one it; fome Labour, fome Pleafure, fome 

eft. 

1532 A hie Thing thou oughteft to take 
care of in Houfekeeping, is the prudent difpofing 
of Money. And he deferveth the greateft Com- 
mendation, who doth not pinch, and patch, and 
live penurioufly in the want of Necefiaries; but 
who hath the beft Faculty in {preading his Shillings, 
or making the beft Appearance with the leaft Ex- 


nce, | 
aneas If thou wouldeft truly judge of a Wo- 
man, make not the complaifant Allowances which 
Fops have introduced ; but fuppofe her Mafculine, 
and then weigh her real Excellencies and Deficien- 
cies: For in good earneft we all befool our Judg- 
ments with thinking too much of her fantaftical 
Invifibilities. 

1534 Never fall at variance with any body, till 
thou needs muft; neither quickly take notice of an 
Injury or Abufe offer’d thee, unlefs it be a very 
apparent and great one, and fuch as hath evident 
Damage or Danger in it; or unlefs it's probable 
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thy taking notice of it may prevent the like, and 
fecure thee for the future. 

1535 Be punctual even in fmall Marters; as 
meeting a Friend, reftoring a Book: For failing in 
littles will bring thee to fail in greater, and aiways 
render thee fufpefted; and thou fhalt never after 
. be confided in, even when thou meaneft moft 
heartily and truly. 

1536 Let that Table which God hath given 
thee pleafe thee. He that made the Veffel knows 
her Burthen, and how to ballaft her. He thaec 
made all things very good, cannot but do all things 
very well, 

1537 If there happen any Mifunderftanding, or 
ced Senate Sufpicion and Miflike between thee 
and another, endeavour as foon asever thou canfts. 
and before it have gone too far, to fer all right 
again: Hither thy felf by a frank Opennefs in Con- 
verfation ; or by a Friend, that may fet the Matter 
in a true Light between you. 

1538 Live fo as to be noted for fpeaking and 
acting with Truth to the utmoft Exactnefs. Ne- 
ver counterfeit (when thou wouldeft be taken to 
be in earneft) fo much as a Look, Pofture, Ge- 
fture, or Word: For be affured, Truth and Na- 
ture will fet thee out infinitely better than Affecta- 
tion and oe aa sg 

1539 Keep Company with Men o utation 
for onefty. Wifdom, Virtue, fesenuiny Thou 
wilt improve thy felf by fuch, and wilt be thought 
to be fuch thy felf. If thou makeft thy felf a 
Companion of thofe that are any ways {candalous, 
their Faults will ftick upon thee, though thou 
fhouldeft poffibly not be guilty of them. 

1540 Keep not Houfe in fo {paring a manner, 
as to pinch the Bellies of thy Servants. It’s not 
only an uncomfortable manner of Life, bur un- 
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rofitable alfo: For they. will wafte and fpoil all 
they can by way of Revenge; and. will work as 
untowardly, and as little as they poffibly can; and 
fome have I known, that by fo doing have wafted 
their. Patrimony. 

1541 If thou findeft any Delight in writing, go 
on; but -in hope to pleafe and gratify others, I 
would not have thee black the End of a Quill; for 
long Experience hath taught me, that Builders al- 
ways, and Writers for the moft part, {pend their 
Time, Pains and Money, in the Purchafe of Re- 
proof, and Cenfure from envious Contemporaries. 
and felf-conceited Pofterity. 

1542, Refolve to thruft thy felf forward in Com- 

pany, and live uprightly and well in fpight of thofe 
thaflive ill, hole Vice fet againft thy Virtue will 
renier it the. more excellent ;.and thou wilt have 
inward. Joy, to fee thy Virtue hath won the Victory 
in the Combat: Thou ‘eat in thy Goodnefs, 
in the midft of their Naughtineds. : 
_ 1543 Submit freely to the Divine Difpofition and 
Providence. Affure thy felf thou wilt gain no- 
thing by Contumacy; for fubmit thou mutt, whe- 
ther thou wilt or no: And thofe Providences that 
gre not according to thy Defire will gall thee the 
more, becaufe. of the Unquietnefs and Impatience 
of thy Mind under them. 

1544 In Prefence of great Men fpeak but little, 
and {peak only what thou poiitively knoweft, and 
upon good Occafion. It might be good to pre- 
meditate and think before-hand (where it well can 

be done) what thou meaneft to fay, ‘and what Ob- 
- jections may be made againft it; and then do it 
boldly, and in handfome Order. 

1545 Whatever matter inwardly troubles thee 
by no means in Word, Countenance, or Carriage, 
fhew the fame outwardly, and then no Advantage 

. can 
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can be taken againft thee: Befides, keeping filence 
gains time to bethink thee how to behave thy felf; 
whereas, if a thing be once out and known, its 
too late to recal or remedy it. 

1546 I earneftly advife thee not to lay Prudence 
by, when thou takeft up Raillery and Jefting; tho’ 
they may be agreeable to fome who are not touch- 
ed, yet they ufually offend more than they pleafe, 
One fhall often fee this fort of Wits among them- 
felves begin in Jeft, and play like Puppies, and 
foon end in earneft, and quarrel. 

1547 Suffer not-thy felf to be dazzled with the 


' Favour of great Perfons: And, if thou wilt take 


my Advice, never rely too much on their Friend- 
fhip. Thou canft not fly high and fafe with bor- 
rowed Wings. Nothing is more unconftant than 
Fortune: And Men have not always the fame In- 
clinations. 

1548 Aim at amean, middle Fortune; fince of 
all the different Conditions of Men, this is the 
moft happy and moft defirabie: A Man lives in it 
with more Tranquility, and is lefs expofed to dan- | 
ger, than in any other State. An high Pitch of 
Fortune is attended wich a thoufand Vexations, 
Dangers and Sufferings. | 

1549 Be very wary in giving advice to a Friend 
in matters of great Moment; and more efpecialiy 
if it be not wholly to his liking: For if it prove 

ell, it was no more than he would have done for 
thee; and fo thou meriteft no great Thanks: But 
if it happen wrong, he may probably be out of 
Humour, and look upon thee either as a weak 
Man, or elfe a falfe Friend. 

1550 Follow the beft Patterns, and be happy: 
But do nothing by bare Imitation, for that’s the 
right way to become a filly Fellow, and an Hy- 
pocrite. Let all thy Actions proceed from vital 
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Principles of Reafon and Genercfity in thy felfs 
and when thou feeft rare Examples, let them ferve 
_ thee only to awaken and rouze thy innate Vir- 
tue. 

1551 Keep not a great Family. All that ac- 
crues toa Mafter by the Gremnel of his Family, 
is the Increafe of his Care in the Regimen of it; 
a great deal of Vigilance and Circumf{pection be- 
ing required to keep it in tolerable Order: And if 
it be not fo kept, thy Houfe becomes a Wilder- 
nefs, and thy felf a Prey to the Beafts thou feed- 
eft | 


1552 Regard not fo much what the World 
thinks of thee, as what thou thinkeft of thy felf: 
_ Yet the Approbation of wife Men, though it fhou’d 
not puff thee up, ought to encourage thee. And 
he that rejects all the Teftimony of others, doth 
not fo much exprefs the vile Opinion he hath of 
him(elf, as the Contempt wherein he holds his 
Neighbours, | 

1553 That thou mayft preferve thy felf from 
the Paffion of Anger, avoid all Occafions that ma 
be likely to inflame thee; and learn to grow cal- 
lous, fo as not to feel ordinary Injuries, nor the 
Speech of the People. Refolve, whatever hap- 
pens, thou wilt not be angry to day: Get into a 
Cuftom of watching thy felf, and confidering whi- 
ther thy Thoughts are running. 

1554. When one is relating any thing, interrupt 
him nor, unlefs there be great reafon for it: Don’t 
fay, No, it was not thus; but Lil tell you: You 
leave out the beft Part of it, ge. In good Man- 
ners thou oughteft to fuffer him to go his own 
way and pace; and at laft, if it be of Concern- 
ment, thou mayft civilly fet the matter right. 

1555 If thy Friend be in want, don’t carry him 
to the Tavern, where thou treateft thy felf as much 

as. 


E m7] 


as him, and entaileft Thirft and Head-ach upon 
him the next Morning. To treat a poor Wretch 
with a Bottle of Burgundy, or fill his Snuff-box, is 
like giving a fine Pair of Laced Ruffles to a Man 
that wants a Shirt to his Back. If thou meaneft 
any thing, put fomething into his Pocket. 

1556 In Converfation, when it groweth fome- 
thing warm, if thou thinkeft fitting to interpofe, 
do it without the civil Ceremony of asking leave, 
elfe thou hindereft the Difcourfe from being un- 
derftood, and makeft what is faid to be mifinter- 
preted; whence many unneceffary Arguings and 
confufed Tattles arife before the Matter can be 
cleared. 

1557 Be not magifterial in thy Dictates, nor 
pertinacioufly contentious in ordinary Difcourfe for 
thy Opinion; no, nor even a Truth of {mall Con- 
fequence. If thou thinkeft good, declare thy Rea- 
fons; if they be not accepted, be quiet, and let 
them alone. Thou art not bourd to convert all 
the World to Truth. : 

1558 Repeat not the fame thing frequently. If 
the Company hearken not to thee, let them chule: 
Suppofe it thy own Fault, who fpeakeft either too 
low, or what they think deferves not their Atten- 


tion: And if they underftand it not, blame thy - 


felf, who either fpeakeft not clearly, or accommo- 
dateft not thy felf to the Auditory. 

~ 1559 Let the Cuftom of the Times be what it 
will, fufferno Man to lead or laugh thee into Vice 
or Folly: Therefore vigilantly avoid Oaths, idle 
Words, vile Expreffions, foul Proverbs; all things 
tending to Prophanenefs, Immorality, Obfcenity, 
Buffoonry, Rufticity, and whatfoever is unfit to be 
uttered in the Prefence of ingenious, well-bred, 
worthy Gentlemen. 
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1560 In Converfations of Kindnefs, take care 
that thy Tongue and Judgment walk together, ac- 
companying thy Difcourfe with fuch Geftures, 
Actions and Countenances, as are expreffive of 
the fame Will and Affections; giving to know, in 
fhort, the Caufes that induce thee to love, and ho- 
nour, and to think thy felf obliged. 

1561 If it fo happen, that thou art f0 tied u 
to Bufinefs, that thou canft neither break it off, 
nor loofen it, imagine thofe Shackles upon thy 
Mind to be Irons upon thy Legs; they are trou- 
blefome at firft; but when there is no Remedy but 
Patience, Cuftom will make them eafy to thee, 
and Neceflfity will give Courage to endure them. 

1562 To avoid the Terrors of Death, we muft 
banifh Melancholly: To fhake off that, we muft 
not give place to unfatiable Appetites: To aban- 
don thefe, we muft take heed of falfe and envious 
Companions: And to efchew thefe too, we muft 
content our felves with our own Eftate. All the 
which rightly performed, we fhall eafily attain to 
Joy and {weet Content, ; 

1563 Think frequently of thy latter End. There 
muft come a fad Day. Tis a great and fatal Er- 
ror to place Death at a.long Diftance off, fince 
. great Part of it is gone even now, and it brufhes 
us as it glides along. All our paft Life being in 
the Arms of Death already, which gradually de- 
vours each Day, each Hour, each Minute and 
Moment. 

1564. Whatever thou undertakeft, do it tho- 
roughly, and as well as thou canft, or is needful at 
firft, without unneceffary Stops and Interruptions: 
If our large Writers had written negligently, and 
only by Fits and Starts at firft, they could never 
have left behind them fo many Folios apiece. 
Some Men are faid to have written more one 
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than moft Men have ever read in their whole 
Lives. 7 

1565 Thou mayft as well expect to grow ftronger 
by always eating, as wifer by always reading. ‘Too 
much overcharges Nature, and turns more into 
Difeafe than Nourifhment. *Tis Thought and Di- 

eftion which makes Books ferviceable, and gives 
Fiealth and Vigor to the Mind. 

1566 ’I'were a fine Attainment, if thou couldeft 
get the Art and Skill of living peaceably with un- 
quiet and perverfe Men, with diforderly and con- 
tradiGory Perfons. But it’s no difficult or great 
Matter to converfe with the Good, and fuch as _ 
are of a kind Difpofition; for that is gutter A 
pleafing to all : and every one delighteth moft in thofe 
that agree with him. ~ 

1567 In thy Study of Men, to difcern their 
Spirit, and dive into their Hearts; to find out their 
way of thinking, and learn their greateft Weak~ 
neffes; thou muft obferve their natural and fudden 
Motions and Airs, that flip from them without 
their notice. That way thou mayft difcover the 
true Bent of the Soul, the Heart having no time 
to guard it felf, and put on a Difguife. 

1568 Think not that the Sovereign Stamp of 
human Nature is imprinted on thee, and that from 
it all others muft take their Rule; and that all Pro- 
ceedings which are not like thine, are imprudent 
and faulty. Canft thou think all Men were Fools 
or Knaves before thou waft born, to give Advice 
and Example? or doft thou believe all People are 
fo now, that never heard of thee, and cannot have 
thy Afliftance ? 

1569 Learn to correct Faults in thy felf, by fee- _ 
ing how uncomely they appear in others, Who | 
can but think what a nafty Beaft he is‘in his Drun- 
kennefs,.that hath obferved how noifom it hath 
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made another? And why fhouldeft thou be fo be- ~ 


fottedly blind, as to conceit others fhould not {py 
thofe Spots and Vices in thee, which thou canft 
fee in others? 

1570 When thou talkeft with any, gaze not up- 
on him, as if thou wert taking his Picture; that 
fhews Ingpudence: Nor fix thy Eye conftantly on 
any one Obie: that betokens Amazednefs: Nor 
let thy Eyes wander all about; it louks as though 
thou wert thinking of fomerthing elfe: Nor turn 
thy Eyes one way, while thy Face fets another; it 
fignifies either ill Craft, or elfe Sheepifhnels. 

1671 Whifper not with any in Company, nor 
talk in a Language they underftand not; for the 
re(t will fuppofe thou talkeft of them: But if thou 
haft any private Bufinefs, take thy Friend afide after 
thou haft asked leave; and when none. is earneft 
in Difcourfe, or in the middle of a Narration, 
And when you two talk together, eye no Man of 
the wa rt 

1572 When thou haft any thing to obtain of a 
prefent Difpatch, thou mayft entertain and amufe 
the Party with whom thou haft to deal with fome 
other Difcourfe, that he be not too much awake 
- to make Objections. The like Surprize may be 
made by moving things when the Party is in hafte, 
-and cannot ftay to confider adviledly of what is 
moved. 

1573 Attempt the Mortification of Anger, firft 
for a Day, refolving that Day not at all to be an- 
gry, let the Provocation be almoft what it will. 
And to be watchful and obfervant for one Day is 


no great Trouble. But then, after one Day’s Watch- | 


fulnefs, it will be as eafy to watch two Days, as 
_at firit it was to watch one Day: And fo thou 
may ft increafe, till it Becomes eafy and habitual. 
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1574 Of all good Qualities, from the beginning 
accuftom a Child to fpeak the very precife Truth: 
and when he hath committed any little Faule, do 
not affright him into Lying, and filly Excufes, 
( which Servants commonly teach them ): But by 
Mildnefs and Security from chiding, at the firft be- 
get in him the Courage of confeffing his Faults. 
Great Actions of Honour and Juftice depend up- 
on Veracity. | 

1575 To find out the fecret Paffages of a Man’s 
Nature, talk not fo much to him, as.to his Man: 
his Chamber-actions may difcover more than his 
Appearance in publick: For there being juft him- 
felf, not awed by Refpecé and Company, he {preads 
himfelf open, and gives a difcerning Eye a clearer 
and plainer View of him, than when he is upon 
his guard in the Sight of Men. 

1576 Have not much to de with great Perfons ; 
for if thou ferveft them never fo much, they'll - 
count upon it that thou doeft no more than thy 
Duty, and will gratify thee with perhaps a Nod or 
a Smile: But if after all thy Service they fhould 
take any thing ill from thee, they will ruin thee: 
And fo the Profit is like to be but lite, and the 
Hazard great. 

1577 Endeavour to be patient in bearing with 
the Defects and infirmities of others, of what fort 
foever they be; for thou thy felf haft many things | 
which muft be fuffered by others. If thou canft 
not make thy felf fuch an one as thou wouldeft, 
how canft thou expect to have another in all things 
to thy. liking ? We would willingly have others per- 
fect, and yet we mend not our felves. — 

1578 If impatiently thou fretceft and vexeft at 
thy Wrongs, the Hurt which thou doeft thy felf is 
more than that which thy Enemy can do unto 


thee: And thou addeft new Strength to him, tee 
, thou 
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thou complaineft of him. Nothing contributes 
more to his Satisfaction, nor renders him more 
{cornful and infolent, than to fee thou art not able 
to endure the Mifchief he hath done thee. So 
that (tofpeak properly ) by difcovering to him thy 
Weaknefs, thou thy felf art the Occafion of thy 
Trouble. 

1579 Let not thy Curiofity entice thee to an 
Infpection into thy future Fortune, fince fuch In- 
quiGtivenefs was never anfwered with good Suc- 
cefs; the World (like a Lottery ) affording Multi- - 
tudes of Croffes for one Prize, which reduced all 
into a Sum, mutt of neceffiry render the Remain- 
der of Life tedious, in removing prefent Felicities, 
to make room for the Contemplation of future 
Miferies. 

1580 Judge and value thy felf by thine own 
~ Confcience, and not by others Opinions; and then 
thou needeft not care for [gnominy. If thou art 
wife, thou wilt take delight even in an ill Opini- 
on that is gotten by doing well. ’Tis Oftentation 
and not Virtue, when a Man will have his good 
Deeds publifhed: And ’tis not enough to be Juft, 
where there is Honour to be gotten by it; but to 
continue fo, in defiance of ane and Defama- 
tion. . 

158 Ufe not thy felf to delight in fumptuous 
Entertainments: By the frequent Ufe and Ingur- 
pitation of them, thou wilt have thy Palate fo tur- 
red and imbued, and thy Stomach {fo oppreffed and 
weakened, that thou wilt neither relith nor fwalow 
thy Meats and Drinks with pleafure, comparable 
to that which a fober Man receives; whofe Guft 
is fincere, and Appetite ftrong. 

1582 Hearken not to Whifperers. “Tis. com- 
mon to fay, Do not you pee ies had it from me3 
if you do, I'll deny it, and never tell you any 
. thin 
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thing again. By which means Friends are fet to- 
gether by the Ears, and the Informer flips his Neck 
out of the Collar. Burt fee that thou admit of no 
Stories upon thefe Terms; for it’s an unjuft thing 
to believe in private, and be angry openly. 

1583 When any one preffeth thee with a new 
Argument againft thy former Opinion, thou ougheft 
to think, that what thou canit not anfwer at pre- 
fent, thou mayft updn further Confideration : or 
if thou canf not, another can. For to believe:all 
Likelihoods that a Man cannot confute, is great 
Simplicity, and tends to make us unfettled in our 
Judgments, and light-headed. 

1584 Flatter not thy felf with the Hopes of long 
Life; twill be apt to make thee too fond of 
this World: When thou expecteft to live fo long in 
it, "twill weaken the Hopes and Fears of the next 
World, by removing it to too great a Diftance 
from thee: *T'will encourage thee to live in Sin, 
becaufe thou thinkeft thou haft time enough be- 
fore thee to indulge thy Lufts, and to repent of 
thy Sins, and make thy Peace with God before 
thou dieft. 

1585 In Difcourfes about indifferent things, ne- 
ver gainfay what another {peaks, except thou beeft 
concerned therein, or thy Opinion be required 
thereupon; and then {peak with as much Gentle- 
nefs and Civility as thou art able. And if ever 
thou art brought to a Difpute, let it be carried on 
by Strength of Argument, and not by Force of 
Paffion; much lefs by Contempt or Injury. 

1586 Let the Morniug and Noon of thy Life 
be {pent in acquiring Vircue, Honour, Knowledge, 
and good Humour. And fo in the Evening thou 
wilt have no reafon to complain of the Lofs of 
Youth, Strength and Beauty. Time will do thee 
no other Injury, than it does a Tree, when it 
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changes its Bloffoms into Fruit; or than it does 
Statues, Medals, and Pictures, whofe Price and 
Value it enhances by their Antiquity. 

1587 In the Evils of Life, never take more to 
thy fhare than are really thine own. Decline if 
thou canft an Evil even lying in thy Way, as thou 
wouldeft do a Buftle or a Fray, by paffing on the 
other Side of the Street. Never fplit upon a Rock 
or Shelf, if thou haft Sea-rqom enough: And as 
a little Diftance of Place, fo a little Diftance of 
Time may ferve thy Turn, to make thee reckon 
fuch Evils none at all. | 

1588 In relating any thing, go not off to pick 
up needlefs Circumftances; nor clap in Parenthe-~ 
fes, that might better have been fpared: Nor make 
unneceffary Paufes and Stops, which giye an un- 
grateful Check to the Auditors Expectation. But 
_ deliver the Matter plainly, freely, and properly, 
without Conceitednefs, Bafhfulnefs, Impudence or 


Flattery; and then regard it not, if thou art cen- 


fured. 

1589 In Converfation, endeavour to be evens 
eafy and agreeable: This is more acceptable than 
to ufe Conceits and Points of Wit, which unlefs 
.they very naturally fall in of themfelves, and that 
not too often neither, are difliked in good and 
fenfible Company; becaufe they fhew Affectation 
and Pertnefs,; and keep out ufeful Difcourfe, and 
ite all into boyifh Sporting, and naufeous Ridi- 
cule. 

1590 Endeavour to keep a fair, and yet an ho- 
neft Repuration with all Men. With Superiors be 
humble and compliant, but not Jow and flattering : 
With Inferiors courteous and fair fpoken; not over 
familiar, nor furly. No body is willing to own 
him oe is out of the good Opinion of the 

orld. : , 
1591 Converfe 
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1591 Converfe not with thofe that are known 
to be vicious; if thou doft, ’rwill fully thy Cha- 
racter, becaufe we fee that all Perfons affect fuch 
as are like themfelves, and thofe that they may make 
fuch: And if thou art not fuch, thou either con- 
demneft them for being different, or art condem- 
ned by them becaufe of thy difference: And thou 
wilt find the fame Cenfure paffed upon thee, by all 
that make Judgment of thee. 

1592 If thou wouldeft fecure to thee Obfer- 
vance; thy beft way is, not to infift too violently 
upon it. For Pride is a moft unfortunate Vice. 
A proud Man is fo far from making himfelf great 
by his haughtinefs and contemptuous Part, that he 
is ufually punifhed with neglect for it. And that 
Difdain with which he treats others, is returned 
more juftly upon himéelf. 

1593 Ufe not over much ceremony and cring- 
ings it’s frequently fuppofed to proceed not from 
a Man’s Breeding nor Humility, but from a Con- 
{cioufnefs of Meannefs; and others are willing to 
allow him fo much Senfe, as to be a competent 
Judge of his own Inconfiderablenefs: And if he 
confefs himfelf contemptible by his Carriage, they 
think ic but juft to treat him accordingly. 

1594 Expect Troubles before they come: That 
is the way to prevent them where ’tis poffible ; and 
where ’tis nor, yet it helps us to Patience and Re- 
folution when they come: ’I will make us wife, 
and teach us Leffons of Meeknefs and Moderae 
tion, before we have occafion to ufe it; fo that 
we need not then begin to. learn, when the pre- 
fent and imminent Preffure render the Leffons more 
difficult. | . 

1595 Take care that thou groweft not vain- 
ae and fet not thy Heart too much. upon 

eputation. Thou oughteft indeed to ufe all Fi- 
7 delity 
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deliry and Honefty, and fee it be not loft by any 
Default of thine: But if notwithftanding thy Re- 
putation be foiled, as it may eafily be, becaufe it 
is inthe keeping of the People; then patiently bear 
it; and content thy felf with the Serenity of thy 
own Confcience. 

1596 If thou comeft as a Stranger ‘to inhabit; 
ufe all fweetnefs of demeanor, and that will {peak 
for thee. Though thou art a Stranger in thy Arri- 
val, yet be a Familiar in thy Behaviour. The ue 
to obtain a Freedom is to be free: But there mu 
be punctual care of the firft Demeanor, that thou 
may{t continue on fomething like ic; And be fure 


difcover nothing, which thou mayft be forry for 


afterwards. 

1597 When thou haft prevailed over thofe thar 
were at Difference with thee; then be thou at that 
time moit fufpicious of their Plots. For Conqueft 


embitters thy Adverfary more, and fetshim upon the - 


Project of Mifchief, and gives an Appetite to his 
Malice; and then he would not fcruple at any Re- 
venge. Have a care at fuch a Time thou groweft 
not too fecure and fupine, and give advantage that 
way. 

: 598 Give no Entertainments to the Beginnings, 
the firft Motions and fecret Whifpers of the Spi- 


rit Of Impurity. For if thou refolutely thutteft ic 


out it dies; If thou permit the Furnace to breathe, 
it fmoaks, and flames out at any vent; it will 
rage to the Confummation of the whole. This 
Cockatrice is eafieft crufhed in the Shell; but if ir 
ee it turns to a Serpent, a Dragon, a De- 
vil. | 

1599 If thou wouldeft fecure a contented Spi- 
rit, thou muft meafure thy Defires by thy For- 
tune and Condition ; not thy Fortune by thy 
Defires; that is, to be governed by thy Needs, nor 


by 


, 
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by thy Fancy; by Nature, not by evil Cuftoms; 
and ambitious Principles, Pride and Gluttony 5 
which adulterate Nature, make our Diet health- 
lefs, our Appetites unfatisfiable, and our Tafte fan-. 
taftick, and our whole “Life uncomfortable. 

‘1600 Sometimes caft thine Eye upon thofe that 
have more than thou: There thou mayft fee that 
they are as far from Content, as thofe that have 
nething at all. From whence thou art to concludes 
that it is not to be found in all the World, but in 


our felves; and there thou mayft find ic without 


the Abundance that they enjoy. 

1601 To pretend to be perfectly eafy under any 
great Calamity of Life, muft be the Effect either 
of Hypocrify, or Stupidity. However, though it 
be not in thy Power to make an Affliftion no Af- 
fliction, yet it certainly is in thy Pewer to take off 
the Edge of it; by a fteady View of thofe divine 
Joys that are prepared for us in another State; which 
fhall fhortly begin, and never end. 

1602 Suffer not fuch Kindneffes to be faftened 
upon thee, as thou canft be very well without. 
They are needlefs Debts, yet muft be paid; and 
perhaps with Intereft too. Therefore prudently 
and handfomely fhift off all fuch: But if thou doft 
it not civilly, thou wilt be thought rude, and wilt 
give difpleafure, for as much as thou doft as it 
were clownifhly fay, Thou careft for none of their 
Kindnefs. 

1603 Whether young or old, think it not too 
foon or too late to turn over the Leaves of thy 
Sa Life, and be fure to fold down, where any 

aflage of it may affect thee: And beftow thy re- 
mainder of Time in correcting all Faults in thy 
future Condud&, be it in relation either to this or 
the next Life. And what thou wouldeft do, if it 
were 
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were to be done again, be fure to do as long as 
thou liveft, upon the like Occafions. 

1604 If any in Company with thee be angry, 
carry not on the Squabble, but labour to pacify 
him with civil plaufible Language, to the Satisfa- 
G&tion of thofe that are prefent: If that will not 
do, fay little. But be fure to make no mean Com- 
pliances, for thofe will render thee little, and will 
give him leave to be infolent: And if thou layeft 
thy Neck down, he will prefently have his Foor 
on it, ° 

1605 When thou beginneft to relate fome mer- 
ry Conceit, don’t fay, Til tell you the prettieft 
Jeft you ever heard in your Life. No; the Art is, 
to raife no manner of Expectation, but let the 
Matter ‘break out at laft in fome odd Event or Ex- 
preffion, that could not be gueffed at before-hand, 
and that will ccafion a fudden Surprize, and be 
grateful to all the Hearers. 

1606 When thou haft refolved what to Study; 
advife what are the beft Books on that Subje&. 
and procure them : as fur indifferent ones, I would 
not have thee throw away any Time or Pains on 
them, if thou canft get betrer. A few Books well 
chofen; and well made ufe cf, will be more pro- 
firabie to thee, than a great confufed ae 
Library. 

1607 Let thy Studies be not fo much upon the 
pleafant and ornamental Parts of Learning, as the 
ufeful, fuch as may enrich thy Thoughts, inform 
thy Judgment, regulate thy Life, and fic thee up 
for thy Station and Bufinefs. A Man may be a 
good Divine, Phyfician, or Civilian, and yet may 
not be very good at a Copy of Verfes, or a Ma- 
thematical Demonftration, 


1608 If 
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1608 If thou haft done an Injury, rather own 
than defend it: One way thou do’ft right, and 
gaineft Forgivenefs; the other thou doubleft the 
Wrong and Reckoning. Some oppofe Honour to 
Submiffion; but it can be no true Honour, to 
maintain what is difhonourable to do: To confefs 
a Fault that is none, out of Fear, is indeed mean; 
a not to be afraid of ftanding in one, is bru- 
tith. 

1609 Common Prudence forbids all Men to 
continue in a confumptive Condition, without ab- 
folure Neceffity: And therefore much better it is 
(though it may give occafion of Difcourfe to the 
People) to flack Sail betimes, by a Reduction of 
Expence, than to be difhonoured totally at laft by 
a Ruin, which might have been prevented by a 
Refolution maturely taken. 

1610 In chufing of a Friend, pick out fuch an 
one, to whom nothing is more in Efteem, than 
Candor, Simplicity, and Verity, and who is not 
morofe, querulous, and murmuring at all things; 
but is full of Complacency, Alacrity, and pleafant 
Hopes: that fo his Converfation may not fowre, 
but fweeten the Occurrences of Life. But after 
all, it’s almoft as eafy to find a Diamond, as fuch 
an one. 

1611 I advife thee to get fome little Infight in- 
to the Law, juft fo far as to know thofe things 
that concern common Life. For want of this, 
many Gentlemen have mightily fuffered in their 
Eftates, and become a Prey to their Solicitors and 
Agents. Nor indeed is he capable to bear any 
Rule or Office in Town or Country, who is ut- 
at unacquainted with Jobs a Stiles, and obs an 
Oakes. ‘ 


1612 When- 
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1612 Whenfoever thou haft a Favour to ask; 
endeavour to nick the Time; as for Inftance, at 


the Conclufion of a good Meal, or fome other. 


Refrefhment that hath brought in good Humour. 
Days of rejoicing are Days of Favours, becaufe 
the Joy within Tareas itfelf abroad. But ha 
not thy felf, when thou feeft another deny’d; fee- 
a then their Fear of faying No is furmounted. 
hen there is a Melancholy within Doors, Dif. 
content, or Anger, then nothing is to be done. 

1613 In the Difcharge of thy Place, fet before 
thee the beft Examples; for thofe are a Globe of 
Precepts: And after a time, fet before thee thine 
own Management, and examine thy felf ftrictly 
whether thou didft not beft at firft. Negle& not 
alfo Examples of thofe that have carried them- 
felves ill in the fame, or like Places; not to fet off 
thy felf by taxing their Mifcarriages, but to direct 
thy {elf what to avoid. 

1614 If thou askeft and enquireft of thy Come 
pany, thou fhalt both receive much Learning, 
and give much Content; efpecially if thy Queftions 
are addreffed to fuch, whofe Skill lieth in that 
Whereof thou demandeft Satisfaction. For then 
thou offereft them a fit Occafion to pleafe them- 
felves in {peaking ; and thou gaineft Knowledge 
thy felf, by being poffeffed of their Conceptions. 
And therefore it’s moft advifable for thee, to fre- 
Sete the Company of thofe, who have more 
nowledge than thy felf. 

1615 Becaufe all Men are apt to flatter them- 
elves, it’s a moft perilous Thing to entertain the 
Addition of other Men’s Praifes. Therefore do 
not praife thy felf, except thou haft a mind to be 
accounted. a vain-glorious Fool; neither take de- 
light in the Praifes other Men give thee, except 
thou really deferveft them. And then gpa 

them 
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them only from fuch, as are themfelves worthy 
and honeft, and will withal warn thee of thy 
Faults. | 

1616 One principal End of giving, being to 
oblige the Receiver to thy Self and Intereft; thou 
fhouldeft neither too much undervalue, nor extol 
thy Gift, but rather of the two diminifh and ex- 
cufe when thou giveft; feeming pleas’d that fo 
{mall a Matter ftood in fuch ftead, and was fo well 
placed and accepted; that thou fhouldeft be ready 
to do greater Service upon occafion. But when 
thou receiveft a Favour, thou fhouldeft rather aug- 
ment it. | 

1617 Be not too earneft in thy Requefts: He 
that denieth thee will be apt to fufpe& thou takeft 
it for an Injury, and hateft him; and that will 
make him turn thy Enemy. But if thou beeft 
denied, be fure not to fhew fuch Refentment, as 
he may fufpect thou intendeft him any Harm. Ra- 
ther feem to be content with any flender Shew of 
Reafon he gives thee: So thou mayft poffibly ob~ 
tain, if not this, yet fome other Favour. 

1618 Inftead of labouring in nice Learning and 
intricate Sciences; inftead of trifling away pre 
cious Time upon the Secrets of Nature, or My- 
fteries of State; do thou embrace only that which 
is really and fubftanrially good for thy felf. Let 
thy Pains be, to moderate thy Hopes and Fears, 
to dire and regulate thy Paffions, to bear all In- 
juties of Fortune or Men, and to attain the Art of 
Contentment; And then thou haft not much more 
to with for. 

1619 In all Defigns that require not fudden Ex- 
ecution, take mature Deliberation, and weigh the 
Convenients with the Inconvenients, and then re- 
folve: After which, neither delay the Execution, 
for thou knoweft not what an Hour may bring 

forth ; 
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forth; nor bewray thy Intention. For he that dif 
covers himfelf before he hath made himfelf Ma- 
fter of the Defign, lays himfelf open to Mifcar- 
riage, and makes himfelf Prifoner to his own 
Tongue. # 

1620 If thou wouldeft make two‘Friends entire, 
thou needeit but plot to make one fuffer for the 
other’s fake; for this is always feen in a worthy 
Mind, that it grieves more at the Trouble of a 
Friend, than it can do for its felf. Men often 
know in themfelves how to manage and bear it; 
but to entertain it in another, they are uncertain 


how it may work. Thus Fear troubleth Love, © 


and fends it to a nearer Search and Pity. . 

1621 Have a care how thou engageft thy felf 
in Partnerfhip with Men that are too mighty for 
thee: For in unequal Alliances, the Weak lie at 
the Mercy of the Powerful; and no Remedy but 
Patience. And when in Conclufion thou comeft 
to caft up the Profit and Lofs of the Affair, what 
betwixt Force, Intereft, and good Manners, thou 


wile {cape well if thou canft but get off at laft, - 


with thy Labour for thy Pains. 

1622 Always take the moft pleafant Handle of 
‘a dubious Event; at leaft, fide with Hopes. For 
why fhould we call in fupernumerary IIIs, and an- 
tedate thofe Sufferings which we fhall too foon un- 
dergo; and by that means deftroy the Happinefs 
of the prefent Time, with fuperfluous Fears of 
Futuriry. I can’t perfuade my felf ’tis any Part of 
Wifdom to be miferable to-day, becaufe I may be 
fo fometime or other. 

1623 Be charitable: ’Tis certainly a moft gene- 
rous and enlivening Pleafure, which refults from a 
feaforable Liberality. When thou feeft a Man 
ftruggling with Want, his very Spirit as well as 
Body ftooping under a Preffure ; if thou then re- 

lievelt 


| 


~ 


[ 173 ] 


lieveft him, the human Nature within thee, which 
is common to you both, does, by a kind of fym- 
pathetick Motion, exult and raife up itfelf. 

1624 Pythagoras admonifhes us, not to fhake 
Hands with too many; nor with a popular kind 
of Eafinef&, embrace every Acquaintance that oc- 
curs: Since, much to the Over-balance of its Be- 
nefits, it carries with it a Thoufand Mifchiefs, and 
continually breeds Anxieties in the Mind, by fym- 
pathizing with them in their feveral Calamities; 
which thou muft do, or tranfgrefs the Rules of 
ed ag 

1625 Set not thy Heart upon Paftimes. The 
paffing off of our Time thus, reprefents the Ufance 
of thofe wife and very confiderable fort of People, 
who think they were born for nothing; and cane 
not have a betrer Account of their Lives, than to 
let them run out, and flide away; to pafs them 


over, and to baulk them; and to fhun them, as a 


Thing of weary, troublefome, and contemptible 
Quality. ; 
1626 Tell not (efpecially where thou art not 
well known) an improbable Truth. If thou 
fhouldeft ufe ftrong Affirmations, and the Hear- 
ers happen not to believe thee, thou’lt come off 
but fcurvily: For they’ll think either that thou be- 
lieveft it not thy felf, and fo intendeft to put up- 
on them; which they cannot but refent ill, as fup- 
poling them Fools; or if they think thou do'ft 
elieve it thy felf, they will queftion thy Senfe, 

and fecretly defpife thee. | 
1627 "Twill be highly neceffary for thee to leave 
the World, by Retirement from Bufinefs in old 
Age, before thou beeft torn from it; and to ac- 
quaint thy felf with another World, before thou 
afflef{t into it for ever. ie requires fome 
ime to prepare the Soul for Death and Judg- 
ment : 
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ment: And that Man will be very unfic for either, 
who is carried from the-Entanglement of fecular 
Cares to the Tribunal of God. 

1628 Let not the [ll-nature or gee of others 
raife up any Commotions in thee. They may ex- 
afperate Fools; but if thou art a wife Man, thou 
wilt keep Paffion under, and fubje& all to Reafon, 
and govern thy felf by Wifdom; and fo thou wilt 
live ferene and happy, even amidft Storms, Quar- 
rels, and Brawls. 

1629 In chufing Affociates or Friends, have a 

od Regard to Fouality of Age. In my Opini- 
on, ney of Age feems a greater Obftacle to 
an intimate Friendfhip, than Inequality of Fortune: 
for the Humours, Bufinefs, and Diverfions of Young 
and Old are generally very different: So that if they 
ufe a full Freedom, and let their proper Inclinati- 
ons ftrike out, they will difpleafe; and if they are 
baulked, they will caufe Uneafineds. 

1630 In {felling an Houfe, or any other thing, 
(let the Way of the World be what tt will) do not 
thou deceive the Buyer, by fpeaking what is true 
in a Senfe not underftood by him; for thou would’ft 

thus be a Liar and a Thief: For in bargaining, thou 

art to avoid not only what is directly faite, but that 
alfo which deceiveth; otherwife thou felleft one 
thing, and delivereft another. 

1631 ‘Take care not to offend a Man of eminent 
Quality, and one who has an Advantage over thee; 
but take more care not to have any Difference with 
any whom he accounts his Friend. He may hap- 
ly conceive, that it argues a certain Meannefs of 
Spirit to revenge himfelf; but he thinks as well 
his Honour as his Duty engages him to take Satif- 
faction for the Affront done his Friend. 

1632 If thou art in Favour with thy Prince, 
employ thy Credit and Intereft to oblige as many 

| | People 
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People as thou canft, and make not thy Advantagé 
of his Countenance to injure any one. Endeavour 
prudently to manage thy good Fortune fo, as that 
all thy Friends may be obliged to look on it as 
their own. In fine, give all Perfons occafion to 
congratulate thy being fo highly in Favour with 
him, who can do fo much for you all. , 

1633 When thou art queftion’d ftrictly and fe+ 
verely, and haft no mind to give ‘a refolving An- 
fwer, bethink thy felf of fome Interrogatives alfo, — 


‘by which thou may’ft rival the others, and either . _ 


rocure Forbearance, or draw them into an equal 

azard with thy felf. Chrift-did thus to the Priefts, 
Matt. xxi. 24. This may be the eafier done, if 
thou gueffeft before-hand what will be askd; for 
then thou mayft prepare thy felf. 

1634 Strive not much to gain the Affection of 
the common People. Affure thy felf, they will 
never forego the leaft of their Profit for thy Bene- 
fit. They value themfelves, as tho’ all Men were 
oblig’d to augment and better their Degree. The 
beft way is todeny them at firft, while’their Defires 
are modeft: for if thou once granteft, thou muft . 
never after refufe; and endeavouring to fatisfy 
them, is giving Drink to a dropfical Perfon. 

1635 In loving God, thou muft not hate thy 
Neighbour. The Obfervation of the Second Ta- 
ble of the Decalogue muft be joined with our 
care of keeping the firft. He keepeth no Com- 
mandment truly, that wilfully breaketh one: 

1636 Thou art not to prefume to give thy Ad- 
vice unask’d to any, unlefs it be to Familiars, and 
thofe that are committed to thy Infpe@tion; and 
Strangers that are involv’d in Dangers, and cannot 
tell how to extricate themfelves: for ’tis an extolling 
thy own Wifdom, and upbraiding them with Im- 
prudence in conducting their Affairs, and an Ar- 
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ent that thou art conceited, and loveft to in- 
cermeddle with other Mens Bufine(s. 
1637 If shou would’ receive, ‘tis required at 
Jeaft that thou fhould’t ask: If thou {cornet co ask, 
it implies thou would’ft take it as a Debt, not as a 


Bounty, end fo wiit not be thankéyl. If thou art ~ 


afraid to ask, it implies, either thou deGireft an un- 
fr thiag, or thou believeft him unjuft, and will not 
do thy Merit right. Agein, if thou art afham’d to 
ask, it implies, either thou art of a poor {neaking 
Spirit, or thou knowelt thy felf unworthy to re- 


eive. 
1638 If thou would’ comfert thy Friend, thou 
oughteft notat firft to urge his troubled Mind to for- 
et its Pain, but rather to perfuade to moderate it: 
For at the beginning, the Mind receiveth more com- 
fort in debating the Mifery, than im {peaking of the 
Remedy: And therefore while Sorrows are green, 
the beft way is to defer Reafons and Comforts, un- 
til Time have made them more fit to receive Con- 
folation. The fovereign Remedies for a grieved 
Heart, are Moderation, Time and Forgetfulnets. 

1639 In the matter of Reading, I would have 
thee fx upon fome particular Authors, and make 
them thy own. If thou art every where, thou wilt 
be no where; but like a Man that {pends his Life in 
Travel, he has many Hofts, but few Friends; 
which is the very Condition of him that skips from 
one Baok to another; the Variety does but difturb 
his Head; and for want of digefting, it turns to 
Corruption inftead of Nourifhment. 

1640 Out of the Books thou readeft, extract what 
thou likeft; and then fingle out fome Particular from 
the reft for that Day’s Meditation. So long as the 
Meat lies whole upon the Stomach; it is a Burthen 
to us; but upon Concoction, it paffeth into Strength 
and Blood, And fo it fares with our sama fo 
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long as they lie whole, they pafs into the Memory 
without affe€ting the Underftanding and A ffections : 
But upon Meditation they become our own, and 
fupply us with Strength and Virtue. 

1641 Take heed of.a fowre Loathing of thy felf, 
for in time it will breed a Diflike of thy Duty too, 
and {poil thy Appetite to any thing that is good. 
While thou art inordinately troubled, that chou 
canft not do as thou would i thou wilt not do 
what thou canft; and in a multitude of confuled 
Defires after a better Condition, thou wilt wafte 
the time (which ought to be laid out in doing thy 
beft ) in thy prefent State. 

1642 If thou doft indeed believe that thy Safety 
and Happinefs depend upon God, then ferve him 
in good earneft: But if thou thinkeft this depends 
upon the World, the Flefh and the Devil, them 
ferve thofe. If thou really thinkeft chat Virtue and 
Religion are the moft folid and ftable Treafure, 
then ftrive fincerely and vigoroufly to poffefs thy 
felf of them. But if thou thinkeft that Eafe and 
Pleafure of the Body, Refpect, and Pomp, and 
Staté, are the Portion and Sovereign Good of Man; 
then devote and offer up thy felf to thofe. 

1643 After our greateft Care and Caution, & 
great many things will be haftily done and faid, 
which we cannot reconcile with the Rules of ex- 
at Decency and ftri& Virtue. But if thou free 
quently calleft thy felf to account, and obferveft 

all chofe Defects (which it may be other Men are 
never fenfible of ) thou wile attain an habitual Caus 
tion and Watchfulnefs, and improve into great 
Exactnefs of Converfation, and all the Graces and 
Beauties of Virtue. 

1644 To be charitable in thy Life-time is much 
more commendable, than to be fo at thy Death: 
For Death-bed Charity : fomething like sare 
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bed Repentance? The Motive commonly to this 
latter is, that we can now fin no longer, nor take 
any delight in thofe evil Courfes we have hitherto 
followed.. And the Motive to the former is com. 
monly, (or however is conftrued fo ) that we can 
‘keep what we have no longer; and fo we are ra- 
ther liberal of another Man's Goodsthan our own. 

1645 If any one hath performed a friendly Of- 
fice to thee, and thou defireft to make his Friend- 
fhip fure to thee, often remember it to him, and 
attribute it to his kind Nature, fullof Affectionand 
Courtefy. This he will the fooner believe, be- 
caufe every one being deceived with the Love of 
himéelf, very eafily perfuades himfelf thereof, and 
rejoyceth that another believeth: he poffeffeth thofe 
Perfections and Qualities, that may make him 
efteemed and beloved. 

1646 Affure thy felf, there is nothing more op- 
pofite to true Prudence, than that Maxim which 
directs us to do evil to thofe, of whom we have 
received any; fo to frighten others, and to make 
them know by Experience, that they fhall not be 
more gently treated, if they attack thee. Ic is 
much more eafy to acquire many Friends by Meek- 
nefs, and an Obfervance of Decorum, than to en- 
deavour to preferve fome by Fear. . 

1647 Open not thy Soul to Avarice, unlefs thou 
refolveft to lead a vexatious and miferable Life 
when others rejoyce. If thou hearkeneft to that 
curfed Paffion, it will make thee endure all the 
Inconveniencies of Poverty, in the midft of -thy 
Gold and Silver; and thou wilt not fo much live 
as languifh.. The Conditign of a covetous Perfon 
isfo unhappy, that the greateft Mifchief thou canft 
with him is, that he fhould live long. 

1648 In Bulinefs, take che Affiftance of a Friend; 
it’s moft ufeful to form the Underftanding, and {e- 
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cure the Steadinefs of the Conduct. In Matters 
of Moment, our Hopes and Fears are commonly 
ill ballanced. A Man is apt to be too eagerly en- 
gaged, to make juft Remarks upon the Progrefs 
and Probability of things. Nothing fo proper as a 
judicious Friend in fuch a Cafe, to temper the Spi- 
rit, and moderate the Purfuit; to give the Signal 
for Action, to prefs the Advantage, and {trike the 
critical Minute. . 

1649 To preferve thy felf frefh and acceptable 
to Society, let not thy felt loofe, fo as to create 
any Satiety or Surfeit; but leave them as near as 
thou canft in Appetite or Defire. Therefore ftay 
not too long; and it may not be amifs to make 
fome fudden and unexpected Departures: Thofe 
that like thee, will after this continue defirous of 
enjoying thee again, 7 

1650 Take but a few into Bofom Friendfhip ; 
but yet keep up a general Kindnefs for moft Per- 
fons: Such an one as grovels not into a mean-{pi-. 
rited weak Compliance to every body’s Humour, 
which will fill thy Life with unfpeakable Uneati- 
neffes; but fuch an one as may be plaufible enough, 
and yet may teach Diftance where it is due, and 
keep up Refpect. Thou art not bound to bea direct 
Slave where-ever thou offereft common Friendfhip. 

1651 Study and endeavour for the beft and ufe- 
fulleft things: If thou fpendeft thy Time, and lay- 
eft out thy Pains in the Purchafe of Trifles, thou 
wilt be like the Merchant that made a Voyage to 
Mount £tva to fetch Afhes, which being expofed 
to the Wind were all loft in his Keturn. 

1652 Avoid being falfe Witnefs againft thy Neigh- 
bour, as the moft vile and villainous thing in the 
World. The Injury that is done to a Perfon’s Re- 
putation, by telling and publifhing a fcandalous Lye 
of him, is irreparable: ne fuppofe the Liar fhould 
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have the Grace to recant, which feldom happens; 
yet fome will ftill believe him, not knowing an 
thing ef his Recantation. And when once an ill 
Report is gone far, it cannot be ftopp’d, nor tra- 
ced to its firft Author. 

1653 Endeavour to make Peace among thy 
Neighbours, it is a worthy and reputable Action. 
This will bring greater and jufter Commendations 
to thee, and more Benefit to thofe with whom thou 
converfeft, than Wit or Learning, or any of thofe 
fo much admir’d Accomplifhments. But I would 
have thee be aware, that this muft be done with 
all imaginable Dexterity, Prudence and Juttice; 
otherwife thou mayft run thy felf into a Quarrel, 
and ap get Blows from both. 

1654. When thou giveft to the Neceffitous, do 
it without a Defign to get the Praife of Men, and 
do it in Mercy ; that is, out of a true Senfe of the — 
Calamity of thy Brother; firft feeling it in thy felf 
in fome Proportion, and then by endeavouring to 
cafe thy felf and the other of the common Calami- 
ty. Againft this rule they offend, who give Alms 
out of Cuftom, or to upbraid the Poverty of ano- 
ther, or to make him mercenary and oblig’d, or 
with any unhandfome Self-defign. 

1655 Be refpectful and referv’d in the Prefence 
of tlfy Betters, giving to all according to their Qua- 

Aity their Titles of Honour; keeping Diftance, 
fpeaking little, cans, pertinently, not interpo- 
fing without Leave or Reafon; not anfwering to 
a Queftion that is propounded to another: And 
ever prefent to thy Superior the faireft Side of thy 
Difcourfe, of thy Temper, and of the Ceremony; 
as being afham’d to ferve excellent Perfons with 
any thing that is unhandfome. 

1656 Towards the curing of anangry, hot Tem- 
per, ufe thy felf daily to confider thy own Infirmi- 
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ties and Failings. This will caufe thee to make the 
Errors of thy Brother, or Servant, to be thy own 
Cafe; and will put thee in mind, that thou daily need- 
eft God’s Pardon and thy Brother’s Lenity ; and fo 
thou wilt not be aptto rage at the Levities, Mifchan- 
ces, Infirmities and Indifcretions of another; greater 
than which, thou art very frequently, and perhaps 
more inexcufably guilty of | 

1657 Hold off from great Men, except only 
from fuch as may be of ufe to thee. A kind* Look 
from my Lord will pay for abundance of Service, 
and perhaps thou mutt allow Intereft into the Bar- 
gain. And after all, if the great Man take a Fancy 
againft thee, thou art (zho’ guilty of nothing) un- 
done. A plain honeft Man, that is well enough of 
himfelf, will never thrive kindly under the Shadow 
of the great Trees; and if they happen to fall up- 
on him, they'll entirely crufh him into nothing. | 

1658 If thy Company fall into it, to talk pro- 
phanely, dangeroufly, obfcenely, envioufly, mali- 
cioufly, paflionately, or foolifhly, and the Currene 
be not like to turn to better Converfation ; then if 
it be in thy Power to do it handfomely, quit the 
Room, and leave them to themfelves; but if thou 
art bound to ftay, fic by unconcern’d, and make 
not one of the lewd Gang; thou wert better feem_- 
dull, fingular, precife, or any thing, than bea Mad- 
man, and run a-muck for Company. 

1659 Make more hafte to right thy Neighbour 
than thou didft to wrong him. True Henour wiil 
rather pay treble Damages, than juftify our wrong- 
ing of another. In fuch Controverfies, it’s but 
too common for fome to fay, Both are to blame, 
to excufe their own Unconcernednefs ; which is a 
bafe Neutrality. Others will fay, They are both 
alike, and thereby involving the Injurd with the 
Guilty ; to mince the aia the faulty one, ‘or 
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to cover their own Partiality and Injuftice to the 
wronged Party. 

1660 In order to preferve Chaftity, fly from all 
Occafions, Temptations, Loofeneffes of Companys 
Balls and Revellings, undecent Mixtures of wanton 
Dancing, idle Talk, private Society with ftrange 
Women, Starings upon a beauteous Face, the 
Company of female Singers, amorous Geftures, 
gayifh and wanton Dreffings, Banquets and Wine. 
Some:of thefe are ufually the Prologues to Luft, 
ene moft innocent of them can never domuch 
good. | | 

1661 When one is talking to thee, {natch not 
the Word out of his Mouth, faying, You would fay 
thus; nor ftop him thort with, I kvzow your mean- 
juz without more gaping. This I have often ob- 
ferv’d in fome Company; but ’tis fo very rude and 
infolent a Treatment, that it muft needs difguft all 
that hear it, And befides that, when thou art fo 
hafty to catch a thing before thou apprehendeft it, 
thou art apt to run away from the Matter, and 
make thy felf a filly, prefumptuous Fellow. 

1662 I charge thee, as thou wilt anfwer it to 
God and Man, that thou be none of thofe Guy 
Fauxes, who by the help of a dark Lanthorn, en- 


deavour to blow up all they can reach, by taking. 


up little Stories, carrying them to great Perfons, 
and making fuch Reprefentations as their Invention 
can furnifh out, and their Goodnefs afford. But 
in the mean time, it’s piry they don’t, know that 
they are the Devil’s Favourite Sons, who is call’d 
the Father of Lies, and the Accufer of the Bre- 
thren. 

1663 There is a Time for all Things; When 
trou findeft Reading, Writing, Study, gc. to be 
invita minerva, and tirefome to thee, lay it by. 


This obferve alfo in all other things. But it st 
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fall out fometimes, when thou art weary of one 
thing, thou mayft find Recreation in another. 
When thou art quite jaded out with hard thinking 
and.Study, thou mayft refrefh thy felf with Poetry 
or Hiftory, or elfe mayft relax thy Mind by fome 
bodily Recreation. 

_ 1664 Let the Courfe of thy Studies be as a Jour- 
ney ought to be. Firft, peer to thy felf whither 
it is thou would’ft go. Secordly, which is the 
neareft and beft way thither. And, Thirdly, think 
of fetting about it with unwearied Diligence. He 
that is difcouraged with Difficulties, miftakes his ways 
poe far about, or loiters, is not like to arrive very 
oon: And he that rambles about from one Town 
to another, without any determinate Defign, is a 
Vagabond and no Traveller. 

1665 Neither Example nor Precept can be an 
abfolute Guide of Life to thee. It muft be a 
Knowledge and practical Judgment of thy own, 
that muft direét thee in the Bufinefs of the Worlds 
and in the Trials and Turnings of Fate. The other 
indeed may affift thee in Generals, but is al- 
together uncapable to help thee in Particulars. 
Iv’s impoffible any Man fhould leave his Suc- 
ceffor Rules that are infallible, becaufe he 
knows not how Times may alter, and Things may 
offer. 

1666 Be not a Year in beginning a Difcourfe, 
ufing certain long impertinent Excufes, or Cere- 
monies, faying, Pray pardon me, Sir, if I know not | 
to deliver my felf well, and other the like troublefome, — 
fottith Drawlings and filly Niceties; but enter rea- : 
dily into the matter, as much as may be with hand- | 
fome Affurance: Then proceed without being trou- 
bled, even tothe end, taking heed all along that thou 
beeft not tedious, makeft not many Digreflions, 
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nor repeateft often times the fame Manner and Form 
of Speech. ; 

1667 In thy Study of Men, to difcern their Spi- 
rits, to dive into their Hearts, to find out their way 
of thinking, to learn their Inclinations, and fearch 
out their greateft Weakneffes; thou fhould’ft ob- 
ferve their natural and fudden Motions and Airs, 
that flip from them without their Notice. By 
thefe thou mayft often difcover the true Bent of 
the Soul; the Heart having no time to guard it felf, 
or put on a Difguife. 

1668 Secrefy and Refervednefs are of infinite 
Ufe in Bufinefs; but many times thy Secrefy is to. 
be conceal’d, and an Enquirer into the Matter is 
not rudely to be deny’d, for that breeds Jealoufy ; 
but by prudenr and courteous Diffimulation to &: 
fenced withal, and his Thrufts dextroufly avoided 
and put by, rather than forcibly return’d upon him. 
He that is good at this Art, becomes oftentimes 
Matter of his Thoughts that came to fift him. 

1669 Thou wert better ferve a Tarkifh Gally Sla- 
very, than plunge thy felf over Head and Ears in 
{uch great Debts as thou haft ro likely way to get 
out of. It’s a moft fad thing to be always ftruggling 
with Neceffity. Whatcan be more miferable, than 
to lye at the mercy of Mifers, and Men of Law? 
Affure thy felf, being in Debt is the very worft of 
Poverty, and will haunt and torture thee like an 
~ evil Confcience Night and Day. 

1670 As foon as ever thou hzft, upon Delibera- 
tion, come to a full Refolution, defer not, if Oppor- 
tunity ferves; but labour it prefently, and fo thou'’lt 
not fail doing of ir. No Man can imagine what he 
can do, that fets upon his Bufinefs with all his Heart 
out of hand. Bur Procraftination hath hinder’d 
more BuGinefs than all otber Impediments put tcge- 
ther. 
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ther. Never fay, I will do this to Morrow, if thou 
canft as well do it to Day. 

1671 Every Scrap of a wife Man’s Time is worth 
faving, and filling up. If thou haft but half an 
Hour of broken Time, find fomething for it. Read, 
write, @c. Some Books, fuch as the SpeZators, 
Turkifb Spy, Effays, Letters, and all thofe that are 
divided into Sections, without mutual Dependances 
may very aptly ferve this Purpofe. It might be 
convenient to contrive before-hand, and lay up in 
Store {uch little Bufineffes for this Ufe of filling up 
Vacancy. 

1672 To do thy Friend good, and not lofe him 
by exciting his Difpleafure, I hold this a fafe and 
plaufible way, viz. In all Reprehenfions to praife 
fome of his Virtues, which will gently bring him to 
know his Vices, and then Shame will not fuffer him 
to be angry with thee. But if ic be thy hard Fate 
that thou muft lofe a Friend, thou can’ft not lofe: 
him in more honourable way, than in feeking by 
Love to fave him. , 

1673 If thou beeft convine’d of a Miftake, or 
Error in Difcourfe, acknowledge it fairly and free- 
ly. This ingenuous way of dealing will be extreme- 
ly engaging to him thou yieldeft to, and will caufe 


'. thee to be accounted a Man of good Nature and 


Sincerity, who oppofeft not for the fake of Con- 
tradiction, but for the finding out and ferrling of 
Truth. Some cunning Men have fet up this way 
of yielding, as a Trap to catch to themfelves Kind~ © 
nefs and Friendfhip. 

1674 It wiil be moft profitable to thee, to have 
feen and practifed many things, and to know many 
Accidents which are paft: Not for that they ferve 
certainly to difpofe well of the prefent, but for that 
tn the different Succefles, thy Underitanding will 
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be quickened, which doth produce and excite (in 
fubtil and piercing Spirits) certain Seeds of Wif- 
dom, which Nature had concealed. And fo by 
the Multirude of Examples, in the end, Rules and 
Precepts follow, by means whereof the Under- 
ftanding is made capable to judge. - 

1675 If ever thou arriveft to forty years of Age, 
confider it is that to which very few arrive. And 
fince thou haft exceeded the ordinary Bounds, thou 
oughteft ‘not to expect to go much farther. And 
having efcaped the many: Precipices of Death, 
whereinto thou haft feen fo many other Men fall, 
thou fhould’ft acknowledge, that fo extraordinary 
a Fortune as that which has hitherto refcu’d thee 
from thefe eminent Perils, and kept thee alive be- 
yond the ordinary Term of living, is not likely to 
continue long. 7 

1676 Accuftom not thy felf to obftinate and 
frequent Arguings; it breaks friendly Society : For, 
tho’ amongit Men of Judgment, even Temper, and 
good Manners, Profit may be made by it, yet the 
inherent Pride that is in moft Men, much difdains 
to fuffer their Opinions to be contradidted. And 
it happens to Argumentators, as it doth to Wreftlers; 
tho’ they begin for Sport, yet he that receives the 
Fall never will leave till ke have a foul Fall, and 
then he ever after bears a fecret Malice. ~ 

1677 Let Wit ferve thee rather for a Buckler to 
defend sa | felf by an handiome Reply, than a Sword 
to wound others, tho’ with never fo factious a Re- 
proach ; remembring that an acute Word cuts 
deeper than a fharper Weapon, and rhe Wound it 
makes is longer in curing. A Blow, chat is nothing 
but a light Motion of the Hand, agitated by fud- 
den Paffion, may be forgiven: But a difgraceful 
Speech, which is the Retult of a low and bafe E- 
fteem fettled in the Heart, can hardly be forgotten. : 

1678 Af 
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1678 Affront not a Perfon of high Rank, ’twill 
coft thee dear; for all the Submiffion in the World, 
and the moft real Services thou can’ft do him, will 
not be fufficient fometimes to dafh ‘our of his 
Mind the Remembrance of the Injury he fuppo- 
feth thou haftdone him. There isno Man butlooks 
upon Honour, or at leaft fome kind of Refpec&t 
due to him, and accordingly muft.have a great 
averfion to Contempt. And it’s manifeft, that we 
are more troubled to fee our felves flighted, than 
we are rejoiced when we receive Honour. 

1679 Since we are fallen into an Age full of Ar- 
tifice, wherein Words, which were invented to ex- 
prefs our Thoughts, feem now to be applied only 
to the concealing them with a gnod Grace; it muft 
be confefs’d, that Innocence it felf has need of a 
Mask. And ’tis no lefs imprudent, to lay open 
thy Heart to thofe that are always upon their 

uard, than it were to march quite naked among 

nemies that are armed, whom we could neither 
offend, nor defend our felves from. 

1680 Thou oughteft to be much afham’d, if a- 
mong all thofe that have lefs than thou, there fhould 
be found Men that have more Contentment. Thou 
fhould’ft confider with thy felf fometimes; fhould 
thofe poor Souls murmur, what is it thou would’ft 
fay to give them Content? And that very thing fay 
to thy felf, Make the Experiment firft upon thy 
own Mind, and if it can do nothing there to com- 
fort thee, who art in better Condition, ’twill be un- 
reafonable to propofe it to them. | 

1681 If thou haft had fo diabolical an Enemy, 
that he had without caufe endeavour’d to ruin thee, — 
kill thee, nay, evendamnthee: yerif thou wert fa- 
tisfied he now repented truly, and defired thy F ee 
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fhip unfeignedly, thou oughteft from the bottom of 
thy Heart es to forgive all that is paft; be cor- 
dially reconcil’d, and alfo do him all the good Of- 
fices thou can’{t; tho’ he never cometo a particular 
Acknowledgment, formal Submiffion, and verbal 
Satisfaction; which perhaps Shame might keep him 
from. | 

1682 Ifa Superior charge thee with a Fault where- 
of thou art not guilty, deny not the Fact vehement- 

ly, with Oaths, andImprecations, and Anger: Thac 

towards fuch an one will look with too much Stur- 

dinefsand Oppofition, and will fire him againft thee. 

But with a compofed, fteady Countenance, tell him, 
thou hopeft Time will clear thy Innocence. And 

thou beggeft he will not entertain fuch ill Thoughts, 
till it’s manifeft thou art guilty. 

1683 If thou haft any Humanity in thee, *twill 
caufe thee to do Acts of Charity; but if thou haft 
any Piety, that muft do it much more; for as the 
former fhews thee thine own Image in thy poor 
Brother ; fo this fhewsthee God’s. And how tranf- 
cendent a Satisfaction muft it be to have thus ref-. 
cu’d him, who bears fo divine an Imprefs, and to 
have paid fome part of Gratitude to thy Creator ; 
for thy own Being, by making thy felf in thy low 
Sphere, the Giver or Preferver of that Lite, which 
he firft breathed into another. 

1684 Solomon laid hold of Folly, as well as Wif- 
dom, that he might fee what was good for the Sons 


of Men. And we fhould ufe our felves to other 


Peoples Follies, and not take Offence at every Im- 


pertinence that paffeth in our Company. There is. 


as much Wifdom in bearing with other Peoples De- 
fects, as in being fenfible of their good Quaiities. 
And we fhould make the Follies of others rather a 


Warning and Inftruction to our felves, thana Sub- © 


ject 
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jeQ of Mirth, or Mockery of thofe that commit 
them. 

1685 Get net into that vile Cuftom of Mock 
ing. Ic is of all Injuries the leaft pardonable; ’tis 
the Language of Contempt, and the plaineft way 
by which it makes it felf underftood. It attacks a 
Man in his innermoft Entrenchments; the good 
Opinion he hath of himfelf. It aims at making 
him ridiculous in his own Eyes; and thus convin- 
cing him, that the Perfon who mocks him cannot 
have a worfe Difpofition towards him, renders him 
irreconcileable. 

1686 Let not thy Life be either wholly contem- 
plative, or wholly active: for as Action and Bufi- 
nefs, without Meditation, is apt to alienate the Mind 
from God and Virtue, to corrupt all chat is Great, 
and Generous, and truly Wife in it, and wed it 
wholly tothe World; fo Life fpent wholly in Con- 
templation, without any mixture of Action, will 
prove fruitlefs and unprofitable. And Men con- 
demned to utter Solitude (like Trees and Shrubs of 
the Wildernefs ) would grow wild and favage, luxu- 
riant in Leaves; but their Fruit, if they broughe 
forth any, would be fowre and {mall. 

1687 If thou would’ft prevail upon an Adverfa- 
ry in a Bufinefs, and thou thinkeft he prepares too 
ftrongly to be oppofed by thee, create fomething 
which may make him fome Work elfewhcre, and 
draw part of his Care and Strengthtoit. Then ap- 
ply thy felf to a way which may be leaft fufpected 
to him, and where he may be moft weak for Re- 
fiftance. And this is to make him break thofe Foi- 
ces he intended to bring whole upon thee. 

1688 Chufing implieth approving: And if thou | 
fixeft upon a Perfon for thy Friend, azainft whom 
the World hath given Judgment, ‘tis nct fo well na- 
tur’d as to believe thou art altogether averfe to his 
| | Ways 
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Ways, fince they do not difcourage thee from ad- 


mitting him into thy Kindnefs. And Refemblance 
of Inclinations bein thought none of the leaft In- 


ducements to Friendfhip, thou wilt be looked up-- 


on, atleaftas a Well-wifher, if not a Partner in his 
Faults. For if thou canft forgive them in another, 
thou wilt not be lefs gentle to thy felf. 
1689 If thou takeft it unkindly to be denied what 
thou thinkeft would have been eafily granted to a 


Flatterer, thou art no better than he. Art thou yet — 


ignorant, that the Things of this World are never 
beftowed for nothing, buton the contrary, are dear- 
ly fold? And that the Coin chat is moft currant a- 
mongft Men is Flattery ? Now if thou haft not prof- 
fered it to any one, why dot thou think it much 
that thou haft nothing given thee? But if thou haft 
made ufe of it as well as others, know this, that 
thou oughteft, by fineere Repentance, to cleanfe 
thy felf of the Fault thou haft committed. 

1690 If thou art a Perfon that haft good Autho- 


rity with the Company, ’twere good to look confi- 


dently,-yet not {cornfully, and then mildly fay, this 
is my Opinion. And fo thou wilt thew, as tho’ 
thou fpeakeft it, not by way of Rafhnefs, or Heat, 
but becaufe thou knoweft Reafons for it, which 
thou keepeft to thy felf; thus wilt thou maintain 
Diftance, and difoblige not, and yet carry thy Point 
at laft. For moft Men go by likely Appearances, 
and rather content themfelves with others Judgment, 
than be at the Pains to examine and fift out the 

Matter.- - | 
1691 Inreturningof Benefits, be ready and chear- 
ful, but not preffing. There is as much Greatnefs 
of Mind in the owning a good Turn, as in the do- 
ing of it. He that precipitates a Return, does as 
od as fay, I am weary of being in this Man’s 
ebt. Not but thatthe haftening of a Requital, as 
a good 
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a good Office, isa com:rendable Difpofition: But 
*cis another thing to do it as a Difcharge, for that 
looks like a cafting off a hcavy and a troublefome 
Burthen. °Tis a fort of fayire, There, Take as good 
as you gave me, I will not be bebolden to you. 

1692 In Affronts and Difgraces, ftudy not Re- 
venge too much, neither meditate oo much cn the 
Affront3 for by this tiou keeneft ny Wounds green, 
which would otherwife heal. 2. e not too witty 
in firiding, out any Circumftances of Contempt; 
for they kindle Revenge, and agy-avate the Of- 
fence, and make Reconciliation impracticable. 
3. Confider cthac Revenge me':cth thee but even 
with thy Adverfary, but pardoning makes thee his 
Better. 4. If he be a Frienc chat provokes thee, 
think as ‘Fob did; Shall I receive Good at his Hands, 
and fhall I wot receive Evil? 

1693 Eveak not off with thy Friend for fmall 
Errors, and light Injuries, which muft proceed from 
Frailties and hu: .an Neceffity: For that would 
Gifcover the Batenefs, and alfo Inconftancy of thy 
Mind: And that thy Friendfhip was never well 
grounded. For had{ft thou been a wife, and a 
good Man, thou wouldeft either have been more 
flow in the Choice of thy Friend, or having once 
contracted Friendfhip, would not break it again 
for a lefs Crime, than manifeft and wilful Perf- 
dioufnefs and Treachery. 

1694 Speak not of thy Courage and Refolution ; 
for befides the Sufpicion, that great Braggers prove 
no fuch Doers, all fuch Boafting is put to Account: 
And there is reafon to expect thou fhouldeft make 
good what thou haft figned to; which if thou doft, 
ic is but what was look’d for from thee, being fo o- 
bliged by thine own Word. Nor canft thou ever 
think to purchafe Credit there, where thou haft 
raifed the Market by thy own Bidding. But if oe 
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doft not, the Cenfure will be more fevere, and 
thou’lt be condemned as a vain Apoftate from thy 
own Profeffion, or a poor-fpirited Pretender to what 
thou canft not, or dareft not perform. 

1695 If at any time thou fhouldft be advanced 
to Place, or Authority, think on thofe Predeceffors 
that did ill in that Place, for a Direction to thee 
what to avoid thy felf. 2. Embrace Helps and Ad- 
vices touching the Practice of thy Bufinefs. 3. Give 
Accefs freely, and be liberal of thy Prefence: For 
keeping off, and Concealment, ftir up Paffion in 
Suitors. 4. Be not fwayed and led by Eafinefs, 
Importunity, or light Refpects. 5. In Converfation 
and private Difpatches, be not too fenfible of what 
thou art, of thy Place or Dignity. 

1596 Thofe Counfels, which prove unfuceefsful 
(tho’ they be never fo prudent and faithful.) prove 


ever dangerous to the Counfellors themfelves. There- © 


fore it’s Policy never to counfel peremptorily, with 
Vehemence and Importunity, but with Coolnefs 
and Moderation: and yet however to propound 
thy foundeft Reafons and Arguments, that thofe 
which embrace it, may feem rather to come over 
to it, than be driven, or forcibly drawn. And fo 
when their Affent meets, they ftand equally engaged 
themfelves to fhare in the Succes. 

1697 In managing of Affairs in general, make 
ufe of Confideration of what is to be done. 2,Con- 
fider all Circumftances, as of Place, Time, Per- 
fons, Humours, Dependancies, Occurrents, ec. 
3. Propofe all Reafons, Sufpicions, Conjectures. 
4. Forecaft Impediments and Confequences. 5. 
Then look to the Condué of your BufinefS, how to 
difpofe all, and allow fome Uncertainties to unfeen 


Events. There isan Inftant of Succeeding, which 
Providence reveals, when and to whom it pleafes.. 


Laftly, 
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Laftly, Enquiré for prudent Means to compaf it, 
and follow it earneftly. 

1698 There isa fecret Authority and Power, which 
hath great Influence over Men’s Spirits. And it is 
fome individual thing within the Party, fome na- 
tural Grace, befides the Affluence of outward 
Things, which begets Reputation, and fets a Price 
upon him, in the Opinion of the World, and cau- 
fes what he fays and does to be received. This makes 
Men incline to fuch a Man’s Opinion before-hand. 
This Thing is of Nature: If thou ftriveft to imi- 
tate it, “twill be in vain, and being unnatural to 
thee, will never become nor advantage thee. 

1699 Tho’ thou art not to be conceited and {corn- 
ful, yet thou mayft, generally {peaking, look upon 
thy felf as upon the Level with thy Company, as 
to Apprehenfion and Judgment. I wifh thee there- 
fore to value thy felf, and then others will do fo 
too. Many times thou judgeft of others by their 
firit great {welling Appearance, and fo quafheft thy 
felf, and {neakeft, and permitteft them to fcorn, 
and infult thee all the time after: whereas, if thou 
hadft but the Manlinefs to ftand up for thy felf, 
and to get into them, thou mighreft find them 
little better than outfide Men, and not thy Equals. 

1700 Never hold on a Difcourfe againft the 
Grain. If thou art not in a right Humour for 
that Difcourfe, or haft a little over-fhot thy felf, 
and canft not go on fmoothly, and with Pleafure, 
but haft fomething of an hard Task of it to hold 
up, then invent and cunningly find out fome Arti- 
fice to turn upon fome other thing, and caft about 
fo as to get off from an ill Match: For the longer 
thou fluttereft about, when: thou art entangled, 
the more thou wrappeft the Net about thee. Some 
difcreet Friend here at Need might be a great Help 
to thee. 

. 17o1 When 


[ 194 ] | 

1701 When thou feeft a Man very zealous and 
hot in holding his Opinion, or juftifying his Affer- 
tion, do not thou rife up pofitively agatnft him, but 

ield to him, as much as bandiomely thou canft. 
t’s abundantly better to let him alone in his Miftake 
(provided it be not very prejudicial) than break the 
. Peace of the Company for Words. Here perhaps 
fome ludicrous Proverb, Jeft, or even Pun, cle- 
verly clapp’d in, may give a merry Surprize, and 
raife Laughter, and quite turn the Humour. ~ 

1702 I give thee Caution, and enforce it by all 
my paternal Authority, that thou never fuffer thy 
felf to fall upon great, coftly, and hazardous Pro- 
jects, with hopes of doing infinite Good to the Pub- 
lick, and getting a great Eftate to thy felf. How 
many lamentable Inftances have we feen of well- 
meaning and moft ingenious Perfons, but of hot 
Heads and covetous Tempets, that have, againft all 
Advice, puth’d co, and {pit upon this Rock, and 
fhipwreck’d ail ther Fortunes, and at the Upfhot 
been defpifed, and abufed by rich Blockheads for 
their Pains and Damage. 

1703 Infule not over Mifery, neither deride In- 
firmity, nor defpife Deformity. The firft fhews 
thy Inhumanity ; the fecond thy Infenfibility; and 
the third thy filly Pride. He that made him mife- 
rable, made thee happy to help him. He that made 
him weak, made thee {trong to fupport him. He 
that made him deformed, made thee comely to be 
thankful. He that is not touched by his Brother's 


Unhappinefs, is a favage Wretch. But hethat makes _ 


Mifery the Object of his Triumph, is an incarnate 
Devil. 

1704 If thou canft not avoid being Arbitrator in 
Controverfies, "twill be better to exaggerate the 
Mifchiefs of Difagreement, than the Benefits of 


Concord: For Fear is ftronger than Love. But 
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it’s a very hard thing to reconcile Men at firft, 
while their Paffions are high, and their Animofities 
great. Be not thou therefore hafty to interpofe yet 
a while. After they are wearied with Law, or 
other Inconveniences, “twill perhaps not be difficult 
to find out a Medium, which may fave both their 
urea which is the thing that both commonly 
efire. 

1705 In Contentions (if it be po%ible) be thou 
always paflive, never active; upon the defenfive, 
not the affaulting Part. And then alfo give a gen- 
tle Anfwer, receiving the Furies and Indifcretions 
_ of others, like a Stone thrown into a Down Bed; 
and thou fhale find them reft quietly: Whereas An- 

_ger and Violence make the Contention loud and 
ong, and injurious to borh Parties. But then thou 
muft be {ure to carry it fo, as not to feem to act 
cowardly and fearfully, but benignly and patiently. 
Elfe, it may be he will grow infolent, and abufe 
thee the more. ; 

1706 Make not thy own Perfon, Family, Rela- 
tions or Affairs, the frequent Subject of thy Tattle. 
And fet not up thy all-wife felf as a perfect Pattern 
for others to think and act by. Say not, In truth, 
I cannot allow of fuch a thing. My Manner and 
Cuftom is to do thus. J neither eat, nor drink in 
a Morning. I am apt to be troubled with Corns. 
My Child faid fuch a witty thing laft Night. Now 
thefe look very foolifh upon Paper: But it’s com- 
mon Chat, and proves that the Heads it comes 
from are full of infinite {mall Matters. They are 
much in love with themfelves, and difregard others. 

1707 When thou denieft, do it as pleafantly as 
poffible: Let the Petitioner underftand thou haft a 
good Eiteem for him, and wouldeft gladly gratify 
him; but as to this Matter, it will not anfwer his 
Purpofe. Thou canft nor do it, without very oo 
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Difficulty and Damage ; he hath unluckily come toe 
lace. But if thou canft by any merry Expreffion, 
little Story, Fable, Proverb, or Jefts aptly thrown 
in, make him laugh, thou may’ft deny any thing; 
for thy whole Bufinefs is to fend him away in a 
good Humour. | 

1708 Slight not your old Says and Proverbs. Ma- 
ny of them couch, in few-Words, good Senfe and - 
Advice, and deferve to be throughly thought on and 
ftudied, till thou haft them practically and habitu- 
: ally. Yet I would not have thee rap them out like 
_ Sancho Panca in Difcourfe, except when thou canft 
_ not exprefs thy Sentiment fo pertinently and patly | 
without them; or when they occafion Mirth and 
good Humour: And upon thefe Accounts, but rare- ° 
ly neither, for conftant: by ping off of Proverbs 
will make thee a By-wor A felf. = 

1709 Confider throughly what thofe particular 
things are, that commonly bring to thee any Incon- 
venience, Uneafinefs, or Trouble of Spirit. Think 
whether it be Sloth and Negligence, carking Care; 
unreafonable Hopes and Fears, Rafhnefs, Want of 
Method in thy Affairs, ill Cuftoms, bad Compa- 
ny, ge; And then ferioufly ftudy which way to 
deal with any of thefe. -Affure thy felf, thou canft 
do a great deal more than thou thinkeft, if thou 
but trieft the right way in good earneft. 

1710 Give no Man juft Caufe of Offence, nor 
refent too fenfibly Injuries toward thy felf. But if 
after all thy Care to avoid Quarrels, thou happeneft 
upon fuch Brutes, as either co try thy Metal, or out 
of a be(tial Love of Injurioufnefs, fhall atrack thee, 
the beft way will be to refent it briskly ; and if thou 
do’ft not actually chaftife the Infolency, at leaft 
threaten warmly. But if thou thinkeft this way of 
proceeding may be imprudent, then labour to get 

the 
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the Company to thy Side, and engage them to 
compote, or take up the Quarrel. 

1713 If thou refolveft to be truly happy, thou 
mutt know, that a happy Life doth not confift in 
Power and Sovereignty, nor in great Fame and 
Glory, nor in a full Exchequer, nor in ample Pof- 
feffions, but in Freedom from Pain and Bufinefs, 
in a Calm of all AffeGtions, and fuch a Difpofition 
of Mind, which, circum({cribing all the Delires by 
the fimple Boundaries of Nature, will make thee 
content with a few things, ealily procured, and fo 
make thee Mafter of that, which the Ambitious 
may defpair to attain, unlefs they could bear Rule 
he all others, and heap up Treafures unexhaulti- 
ble. 

1712 Thou oughteft to be very moderate and 
cautious in thy Commendarions of Perfons: For as 
it is natural for any to refent his being difparaged, fo 
on the contrary, exceflive Commendations (befides 
the Hazard it brings of the Judgment or Sincerity 
of him that commends) many times give Offence 
to the Hearer. That Portion of Selt-love, which 
every one has, makes him immediately apply to him- 
felf, and compare the Commendations and Dif- 
commendations he heareth given to others, and 
_ confequently he imagines him{elf concerned there- 

in, tho’ they are not purpofely and particularly di- 
rected to him. 

1713 Keep not thy Children off at too great a 
Diftance, for then thou canft never come to know 
them; nor caufe them to live in perpetual Fear, for 
then thou canft nor judge of either their Parts or 
Ioclinations. Moreover, by fo doing thou'lt dull 
their Wits, and reprefs their natural Vigor, in fuch 
fort, that there will be no Metal left inthem. And 
by fearing always in their Doinzs, they will never 
but fail in them ; and corhing afterwards into Com- 

pany, 
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pany, they will be fheepifh, and will know neither 
which way to look, nor what to do. And this Un- 
eafinefS will make them hate thee, and wifh thee 
dead. 

1714 By no means come into the way of the 
Men of the World, that think themfelves cunning, 
and are eternally counterfeiting and diffembling ; 
for the Advantage thou wilt get .by it will be, never 
to be believed when thou ferioufly fpeakeft Truth. 
Ic’s true, this may once or twice pafs upon Men; 
but to profefs concealing of thy Thoughts, will be 
to give warning to all who have any thing to do 
with thee, that whatfoever thou fayeft, is all but 
Lying and Deceit. And by how much thoy art 
more fubtle and cunning, by fo much thou art fu- 
{pefted and hated. And then when it is come to 
that pafs, that the Opinion of thy Integrity is ru- 
in’d, loft, and gone, thou wilt every where have a 
hard Game to play. ; 

1715 When any one affronts, or otherwile in- 
jures thee, confider that by Kindnefs to him, thou 
fhalt either reform him, or not; if thou doft, the 
Ground of thy Diflike is gone, and thou haft made 
him more commodious for thy Pprpofe: If thou 
art difappointed, thou fhalt have the SatisfaCtion of 
‘doing Good againft Evil; which, as ’tis a moft di- 
vine Quality, fo to maintain it, the Pleafure is pro- 

ortionably raifed. There is a fecret Triumph and 

xultation of Spirit upon fuch an Occafion.’ There 
is no one that acts in this manner, who does not 
inwardly applaud himfelf for it ; which is as much 
as to fay, God bids me go on. 

1716 Lay afide all Affectation and Imitation: 
No two things are more ridiculous, naufeous, and 
fulfome. Every Man’s Mode is natural to him, 
beft becomes him, and senders him more accept- 
able to others, than any thing elfe. saa 
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and Imitation do difcover that the Mind is empty; 
and the Perfon conceited hath not within himfel€ 
any Knowledge and Difcretion to direct and go- 
vern himfelf. Its obferved, that fuch Men are 
generally Importunate, Self-affuming, and Impofing 
upon others; than which Qualities nothing can 
make a Man more defpifed and difdained. 

1717 Life was given for noble Purpofes, and 
therefore thou muft not part with it foolifhly: 
Thou muft not throw it away in a Pet, nor facri- 
fice it in a Quarrel, nor whine it away in, Love. 
Pride, and Paffion, and Difcontent are dangerous 
Difeafes to dye of. We are lifted under Provi- 
dence, and muft wait till the Difcharge comes. 
To defert our Colours will be of more than mor- 
~ tal Confequence. ‘ 

1718 Withhold thy felf from Revenge with all 
thy Gower. Revenge never repairs an njury, If 
thou haft been reproached, or defamed, ’tis nor 
the wounding of thy Enemy’s Body that will heal 
thy Fame. Thou mayft by that means help to 
{pread the Libel, by inviting many to enquire the 

ufe of your Quarrel: But that is no Medium to 
prove him a Slanderer ; the World being too well 
acquainted with the Nature of Revenge, to ima- 
gine it an Argument of his Innocency that aéts it. 
So far it is from being fuch, that it gives a moft 
violent Prefumption of Guilt, according to that 
notable Obfervation of the Hiftorian: Cowvitia 
Jpreta exolefcunt: fi irafcare, agnita videntur. 

1719 Incafe of Provocation to Anger by Words, 
confider this, that there is nothing that fo much 

ratifies an ill Tongue, as when it finds an angry 
Fear: nor doth any thing fo much difappoint and 
vex it, as Calmnefs and Uniconcernednet: It is the 
‘moft exquifite and innocent Revenge in the World 
£o return gentle Words, or none at all, to ill Lan- 
| “ XK guage, 
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guage.’ But on the other fide, Angerand Pertur- 
bation do not only produce what the Adverfary 
defires, but alfo puts a Difcompofednefs and Impa- 
tience upon thee; fo that thou becomeft unable, 
either to keep filence, or to {peak with that Rea- 
fon and Advantage thou fhouldeft, or at another 
time couldeft. 

1720 When thou applieft thy felf to a Perfon 
of Quality, do it as ic were with an Air of Re- 
gard rather than of Softnefs, left thy good Inten- 
tions be expounded Flatrery. Therefore in Dif- 
courfe, to acquit thy felf of this, it would be 
good to interpofe thy Diftin@ions and Reafons to 
his; and when thou alloweft it, do it with enlarg- 
ing upon thofe Reafons which are his Ground. 
But this is to be done with nice Difcretion and 
Caution: For fome who think themfelves much 
-above thee, will not greatly care to allow thy be- 
fing equal to them in Reafon, and will diflike and 
{corn to have thee jump juft in with them; for 
they imagine they thereby lofe fomething of their 
Superiority. 7 

1721 To make a Man tell fome private Grie- 
vance, pretend the like Uneafinefs, and feem fick 
ot the fame Difeafe. For thofe that are like, will 
communicate moft freely one to another. 2. Ano- 
‘ther way is to queftion them in Times of Alacri- 
ty and Joy; for the Spirits then come forth more 
‘from Retirednefs and Privacy, and are not fo re- 
tentive and difficult. Perhaps avery fine chearful 
‘Day may be fomething in this Cafe. 3. Obferve 
‘them in any Fit of Sorrow; for tho’ Grief be a 
‘Contraction of the Parts within, yet ic holds with 
the Nature of Strainings and Squeezings; there is 
alias fi wrung and got out at fuch Times. 

1722 When thou art upon a Bargain, fee that 
hou drive and fetde it {0 pofitively and certain- 


ly, 


it fo: Til not fuffer you : be my Picklock. I 
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ly, that there can be no.room left for any Difpute 
afterwards. Hearken not to a Workman, that 
faich, he'll leave irto thy felf to" give him what thou 
wilt at laft,; when the thing is done, if it be worth 
no more, he'll have no more. Affure thy felf, if 
a crafty Workman catch thee upon this Lock, he 
may be too hard for thee: For it isin his Power to 
ask extravagantly ; and if thou refufeft to pay him 
according to his unreafonable Demands, he may 
clamour thee for a foul Dealer, and a pinching 
Pay-Matter. 

1723 When thou art with Perfons thou art not 
acquainted with, be upon thy Guard, and endea- 
vour to find them out, before they find out thee. 
Perhaps if thou couldeft fall into fucha merry Hu- 
mour as might look with a carelefs Air,.and at the 
fame time retain Prudence, thou mighteft bring 
them into fuch a Freedom, as would lay them o- 
pen to thee. But there are many Arts which cun- 
ning Men make ufe of, to unlock People withal, 
and difcover their moft inward Diipofitions, and 
Inclinations, and Defigns: Some of which run in- 
to ill Craft, and are very bafe, and odious: But 
others proceed from Sagacity and Difcretion, and 
may be very well worth thy Study. 

1724 If any come pumping of thee with craf- 
ty Queftions, to get out what thou oughteft to 
conceal, receive him civilly; but be nor at the - 
Expence of a Lie to fend him going. If he per- 
G{t and grows rudely importunate, then (if he be 
not very much thy Better ) take upon thy felf, and 
ufe him accordingly. Tell him, his Queftion is un- 
fair and infidious, and Silence is its proper Anfwer. 
Who fet you at work to come picking of me thus? 
What do you take me to be, and what pretend 
you to be? If the thing be a Secret, I fhall keep 
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don’t like your manner of Treating, and fo ['ll 
talk with you no further about it. 
1725 Obferve this: There is one great Danger 
to Houfe-keepers, that upon their firft fetting up» 
they are either already in Debt, or by providing 
Necefiaries, they contraét a Debt, which in the 
beginning is {mall, but too eafy to be increafed, for 
want of Experience and Caution; fo as at laft they 
come to be enrolled in the Ufurer’s Books. This 
maketh great Growth unawares; and at length, like 
a Canker, fo eats into the Eftate, as e’re long the 
very Heart of it is in danger. I muft advife thee 
to remedy this growing Debt in time ; tho’ it be 
‘by a Fall of Timber, or even Sale of Land. Ics 
better to be Mafter of a wafted Country, than of 
‘none at all. 7 
1726 If thou wouldeft enjoy the Sweets of So- 
ciety, thou muft be friendly, and carry on Equa- 
liry. But if thou precendeft to top the Company, 
and affume Superiority, by engroffing all the Dif- 


-courfe, forcing on them thy own Opinions, look- 


ing fupercilious, and doubting, objecting, contra- 
dicting, and difliking all that others fay : ‘Then thou 
makeft thy felf a Party againft the reft, and mutt 
look for Ufage accordingly. But if thou lookeft 
‘angry, fall into Pafflion, Roar, Swear, Huff, Scorn, 
ive ill Words, and offereft Wagers; all Men of 
ducation and civil Manners, will as willingly keep 
Company with a Bear, as fuch a Beaft as thou 
‘art. , 
1727 Some, even in common Converfation, 
are wont to defame their Neighbours, open-faced 
without any Ceremony, Defbgn, or Remorfe. 
From fuch turn away as much as thou canft: Bur 
be fure, be none of them, nor parrake with them 
in their Calumniations. Confider what thou fay’ft 


of others, others fay of thee. Before thou calum-. 
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niateft, think, Am not I the fame, or as bad? 
Would I be treated thus? Ever take heed of do- 
ing that which may do Hurt, bur can never do 
Good. °’Tis Madnefs to make Enemies without 
Caufe: And it is better to fupprefs, than vent and 
fatisfy a trifling Piece of Wit, or a foolifh Paffi- 
on. The great Rule is; Nothing but Truth be- 
5 the Face: And nothing but Good behind the 
ack, 


1728 Receive not willingly fuch Benefitsas thow 


can{t not requite; for then thou wilt owe more 
than thou canft pay. And the’ thy Benefactor du 
not exact Payment of thee in one grofs Sum, yet 
thou muft be ever and endlefly paying in fuch 
{maller ones, as leffen not the Principal at all; 
then thou’lt be apt to look upon him as an ever- 
lafting Creditor, and by degrees fall to be uneafy 
at the thought of him, and perhaps infenfibly curn 
his Enemy, efpecially if he fhould mark thy cold- 
nef, and rub thy fore place with an Item of his 
paffed. Kindnefs. Thus wilt thou live always in 
little Eafe, lofe thy Friend, and get off with the 
Credit of being an ungrateful Wretch. | 
1729 If thou art in Company, and either the 
Perfons, or the Subje&t of Difcourfe be not plea- 
fing to thee; or if Paffions feem to rife; or if thou 
thinkeft thy felf not acceptable to them ; or if chy 
own felf be out of humour; or if thou haft {po- 
ken any thing unadvifedly, which may make thee 
fome Uneafinefs, and put thee to Shame, and ren- 
der thee unfit to give or receive the Pleafure of 
Converfation: It will be prudent for thee (if thou 
canft contrive an handfome way of doing it) to 
et away. Thy Stay will not be thy Advantage. 
hou wilt hardly recover a pleafant, fociable Hu- 
mour. If thou fitteft by, and fpeakeft little, and 
fheweft Shame, or ver thy Reputation will 
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ef no good; they will count thee a Spy, or a 
Blockhead. 

1730 When thou perceiveft Paffion actually ri- 
fing, lay hold upon thy {elf, and bridlethy Tongue ; 
for that. (like Bellows ) will blew ie up. Say thus 
to thy felf, I fhall think quite otherwife when E 
srow cool again. I am now goingto bea Mad- 
Man, and a Fool. I am going to fpeak, or do 
fomething that I may be {corned and hated for, 
and which perhaps I may repent of all the Days of 
my Life. E am now in a Fits if I can but get 
over it, I fhall then be unexpreffibly glad that I 
have see | conquefed my felf. If Socrates were 
in my ftead, What would he donow? As for my 
felf, I am refolved, and I will keep my Refolu- 
tion, that I will neither fay, nor do any thing 


et. 

: 1731 If-thou wouldeft keep a Matter privates 
acquaint no body with it. ofe. Things which 
are known only to our felves, cannot be common. 
Thofe which are imparted to another, cannot be 
fecret: For no Man but hath fome Friend, whofe 
Fidelity he holdeth fo affured, that he may fafely 
truft him with his neareft, touching Secret: And 
he will prefently, with equal Confidence, difclofe 
it to another, till at length it be generally known. 
And pray how canft thou exact that Faith and 
Truft in another, which thou haft violated thy 
felf? And what Indifcretion is it, by opening to 
another, to enter into a voluntary Servirude, and 
to live in perpetual awe, left he fhould at any time, 
either forget himfelf, or be difcontented. 

1732 Inftead of faying Ruftically, I don’t be- 
lieve you: What if you fhould come in thus? To 
& Superior, Pray pardon (excufe or favour) me; 
Sir, if I am fomething differing from your Opi- 
nion. Sir, I pay all Refpects to your Judgment; 

yet 
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et in this thing I cannor help thinking otherwile. 

o an Equal, Give me leave to tell you, why 
am of another Opinion ( Belief); I cannot perfect- 
ly agree with you there. As I apprehend the Mat- 
ter, it can fcarce be fo. oe you have not 
been rightly informed. To an Inferior: This is 
my Opinion. I believe the Cafe is thus. I] am 
well &{fured you are miftaken. You run too fatt. 
You fheot by the Mark. | 

1733 Efteem Truth above all Things, and make 
little Account of common Opinion: And there- 
fore never be difquieted at Mens not {peaking ad~ 
vantagioufly of thee, efpecially if they be ill Li- 
vers, and fuch as indifferently revile all forts of 
Perfons. If they fpeak the Truth, thou haft no 
reafon to complain: If they do not, they fufter 
more by it than thou. Do not therelore imiare 
them: But if thou art fometimes forced to {peak 
of them, do it in civil Terms. When they {peak 
Ill of thee, thou tmayft eafily flight their Difcour- 
fes, and not fo much as reflect on them, except 
flightly, where thou haft perhaps an occafion in 
Vindication of thy felf: Yet affure thy felf, how 
much foever thou endeavoureft to quiet and con- 
tent fuch fort of People, thou wilt never be able 
to compafs it. 

1734 Be not over forward to make Satisfacti- 
on; it is accufing thy felf while there appears no 
body againft thee. It will be then timely enough 
to anfwer, and to alledge thy Reafons, when they 
are queftioned. If thou conceiveft the Complaint 


_ which is to be made againft thee, is of fome Im- 


portance, Prudence requires thou fhouldeft pre- 
vent the ill Confequences, and that thou fhouldeft 
fatisfy (if poffible ) the Perfon, who thinks him- 
felf difobliged, by the moft plaufible Excufes thou 
canft. But if thou art ae that there is no 

| 4 reo" 


. £206 ] 


real Caufe of complaining of thee, do not fo much 
as think of juftifying thy felf; for that were togiye 
greater Weight and Force to the Complaint which 
they would frame againft thee. 
| 1735 In Converfation, endeavour to be always 
prefent in Mind. To this End, keep down Pafii- 
on of all Sorts, to the utmoft of thy Power. Do 
not too eagerly covet Reputation, and the Gom- 
pany’s Efteem of thee; and by that meansthou wilt 
get the more of it, The being over-much afraid 
of committing an Indecency, very often throws 
one headlong intoit. If thou fitteft imagining what 
Idea they have of thee, and fo trieft ro form thy 
felf according to that, thou wilt be quite out of thy 
felf. No, no, let not them fhape thee, but be 
ever true and conftant to thy’felf, and ftand up 
bold in thy own Nature and Notions; whether 
they have favourable Thoughts of thee, or not, 
fa thy own proper Self, and be not a Came- 
leon. ° 


1736 A good Book of Contentment may be 
without thee, as well as any thing elfe. Thou mayft 
think thou haft good Reafons for being quiet, which 
will comfort thee upon all Occafions. But where 
are they? In thy Book; which is no more thine, 
than thy Moneys that bought it, unlefs thy Book 
be in thy Hearr. Thou muft labour to write thofe 
Truths on thy Soul, and turn them into the Rea- 
fon of thy Mind. Things of Faith thou muft make 
as if they were things of Reafon; and Things of 
Reafon thou muft make as fenfible as if they beat 
upon thy Eyes and Ears. ‘Thou muft colour and | 
die thy Soul with thefe Notions, or elfe they will 
do thee but little good. If this Book lie by thee, 
and not in thee, it will be no better than wafte 
Paper: For it is one thing to have Bread and Wine 

in 
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in a Cupboard, and another thing to have it in thy 
Bod 


aie A Chriftian peaceable Temper muft not 
exclude that Prudence, which 1s neceffary for Self- 
Prefervation. Thou art therefore not to act alike 
towards good and ill Men: For fometimes thou 
wilt find, that Humility and Meeknefs do, as ic 
were, incite Injuries; for it’s an Encouragement to 
bafe and infolent Minds to outrage Men, when 
they have Hopes of doing it without a Return. 
If it be a Man’s known Principle to depart from 
his Right in a fmall Matter, rather than break Chri- 
{tian Peace, ill Men will be tempted to make ille- 
gal and unjuft Encroachments upon him. If thou 
refolveft. to walk by the Rule of forbearing all 
Attempts for defending thy felf, which look like 
Revenge, thou wilt probably have po aN 
ever now and then given thee to exercife thy for- 
giving Temper. 

1738 In reading of Books, obferve this Diredti- 
on: Confider the Scope and Defign of the whole, 
and judge of the particular Paffages with reference 
to that, and if there be any fingle Paffage, which 
thou apprehendeft not the Meaning of, or which 
at the ff reading feems to have another Meaning 
than is agreeable to the Author’s Defign; build 
nothing upon fuch a Paffage, but wait awhile to 
fee if the Author will not explain himfelf: And if 
he does not, and thou canft not at laft difcern how 
that Paffage can, without fome ftraining of Words, 
be reconciled with others; then conclude how- 
ever, and take for granted, that the Author, if he 
appears a Man of Judgment, is confiftent with. 
himfelf, and confequently that in that Paffage ( how- 
ever the Words may found ) he did not mean to 
thwart and contradict all the reft of his Book. 
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1739 Study how to make it eafy for thee to 
{peak upon all Occafions and Subjects. Confider 
what Expreffions would be fit to ufe when thou 
wouldeft excufe a Fault, beg a Favour, deny a 
Requeft, give Thanks, Repay ge. Good Forms 
of Words, and Variety of Sayings, will be of great 
Service, and .may make thee {plendid, by letting 
thee in handfomely to what thou haft to fay. But 
in ufing thefe, great Care is to be taken not to fall 
into Pedantry ; for that would render thee the moft 
maufeous and ridiculous Wretch in the World. 
Avoid therefore frequent Repetitions of the fame 
Set of Phrafes, all hard and unufual Words, far- 
fetch’d Conceits, and all Sorts of Affectednefs in 
Look, Gefture, or Form of Voice. If thou dref- 
feft up in fomething that is unnatural, or unfafhi- 
onable, Rifum teneatis amici! thou'lt be the Laugh 
of the Company. | 

1740 If a great Man ask thy Advice in BufinefS 
of Confequence, it may appear Rafhnefs, if not 
Folly, to anfwer fuddenly;, it not being impoffible, 
but that the Defign of his Queftion may be as 
well to try thy Sufficiency, as to ftrengthen his. 
own Opinion and Refolution. However, fo much 
Time as may be borrowed fafely from the Emer- 
gency of the Occafion, is likelier to increafe than 
abate the Weight of a Refulc; and in this Interira 
thou mayft gain Leifure to difcover what Refolu- 
tion fuits beft the Mind of the Party, who is com- 
monly gratified moft by fuch as comply neareft 
with their own Judgment. Nor will ic favour of 
fo much Refpect to his Perfon, or Care of his 
Concerns, to determine exiempore, as upon Pre 
meditation. 

1741 SupprefS thy vicious Defires in their firft 
Approach; for then they are leaft, and thy Facul- 
ties and Election are ftronger; but if they in cheir 
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Weaknefs prevail upon thy Strength, there will be 
no refitting of them, when they are increafed, and 
thy Abilities leffened. Thou fhale hardly obtain of 
them to end, if thou fuffer them to begin. There- 
fore drive them off with fome laudable Employment, 
and take off their Edge by Inadvertency, or not 
attending to them. For finee the Faculties of a 
Man cannot at the fame time, with any Sharpnefs- 
attend to two Objects; if thou employeft either 
thy Spirit upon a’ Book, or thy Body upon fome 
Labour, thou wilt have no room left for the pre- 
fent Trouble of a fenfual Temptation. 

1742, Make not Memory thy only Srore-keeper, 
but commit all things that thou wouldeft remem- 
ber to Writing. I approve not fo much of loofe. 
Papers, which may eatily be confufed, or loft, as 
of bound Books, Let thefe be always carried. a- 
bout with thee, and frequently read over, fo fhalt 
thou have their Contents in thy Head as well as in 
thy Pocket, and fhalt forget and lofe nothing that 
is worth keeping. Each of thefe Books ought to 
be diftind. and of differing Subjects. 

1743 One may be of References, which will 
ftand as an Index to all thy Readings, and readiy 
fhew thee without Trouble, or Time, what. thou. 
haft a mind to turn back to for further Confidera- 
tion. 

1744 Another, of Sentences and wife Sayings 
and Advice; thofe in Profe by themfelves, and’ 
the Verie by themfelves. If thou lookeft over the: 
Quorations to be found in Authors, thou wilt there 
meet with abundance of fine Things ready pick- 
ed up to thy Hand, and fo trou mayft have them. 
cheap. | | 

1745 Another, of pleafant little Stories, Adages, 
Proverbs, Jefts, witry Repartees, acute Expreffi- 
ens, and all fuch Things as will be ufsful to ren- 
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der thy Converfation facetious, and entertaining. 
But fometimes fuch Stories may be put down ve- 
ry fhort; for a Hint of that Point where the main | 
Strefs lieth, may be fufficient to call the whole to 
Mind. 

1746 Another, of Memorandums; Heads for 
Enquiry, Doubts, Opinions, Judgments, Problems, 
Queftions, and their Anfwers .and Solutions; in 
turning over of which, fome thou mayft work out 
thy felf at leifure, and fome referve for the Subject 
of Difcourfe in proper Company. 

174.7. Another, of thy own Obfervations and 
Judgments which thou makeft of Men and Things : 
For a thinking Man is always ftriking out fomethin 
new. Whenever therefore thou haft fully an 
diftin&tly beaten out a Notion, and art Matter of 
it, let ic not fly away, like Cydil’s Leaves, but write 
it down as plainly and amply in all its Particulars 
as thou canft: for in Explications Brevity is a 
Fault. an, | 

1748 As thou loveft thy Life, and Self, and Fa- 
mily, fly Drunkennefs. If therefore thou beeft in- 
clined to keep Tavern Company, &x upon one 
fort of Wine, which is not the common Drink, 
and keep to it always precifely, and never fuffer 
one drop of ordinary drinking Wine to come be- 
tween thy Lips: And hold to this, fo as not upon 
any Perfwafion whatfoever to drink any other, but 
that which thou haft fixed upon. If thou drinkeft 
the fame Wine with the Company, thou canft not 
help drinking juft as th¢y do; but if thou drinkeft 
out of thy own Pot only, thou mayft commonly 
take juft what quantity thou pleafelt; or if thou 
art watched, ’tis but to order the Drawer to bring 
thee half Wine, half Water. I know an old Gen- 
tleman of publick Butinefs, who by this virtuous 
Artifice hath run through the World, without be- 
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ing mad fo muchas once, and without breaking his 
Temper, fpoiling his Confticution, or {potting his 
Reputation. 

1749 When thou defigneft to convince a Man, 
it muft be when he is either alone, or in but a 
{mail Company ; for mixture of Talk will interrupt 
Difcourfe, and put it by its Defign. To accom- 
plith this thing, thou muft always Fee his Self- 
Love, and initruét him by fuch a Method as may 
makeyhim imagine he informs thee. Thou muft 
therefore take the Air of a Difciple, and ask him 
Queftions with Art, and an ingenuous Plainnefs ; 
that taking a Pleafure in the Superiority of inftru- 
cting thee, he may retire within himfelf, to form 
the Anfwers thou askeft him for. But when thou 
haft received from him the Anfwers he ftrove to 
find out for thee, thou mayft lay them before him 
every Moment: For having fought thofe Anfwers 
only for thee, he thinks no more of them, after he 
hath eafed himfelf of them. 

1750 The ufual Reafon why Men run them- 


felves into Controverfy and: Difpute is, That they 


may appear confiderable, and preferve the Repu- 
tation of being underftanding and notable Men; 
which generally would be better fecured if all were 
Jet alone. I advife thee therefore, to enter the 
Lifts with any one as feldom as may be. "Tis one 
of the difficulteft things in the World, to convince 
a.contending Party in Matters of Opinion, which 
admit not of a Decifion from fenfible Matters of 
Fact: And the more warm and concerned he is 
jn the Strife, {till the more difficult it is. And yet 
all the End we propofe for arguing and combat- 
ing is, but only to convince and bring him to be 
of our Mind. If then we did but confider how 
unlikely, yea, how impoffible an Attempt we un- 
dertake, and that we get nothing by ic at lait, 7 
wou 
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would feldom se a but muck rather (tho’ we 
know we are really in‘the Right) keep cur felves 
quiet, and be content to let him remain in the 
_ Wrong, provided only that it be not much his De- 
triment tobe fo. The nce obferving this, has coft 
an innumerable Multitude of needlefs and foolifh 
Quarrels. 

1751 Take it for a Rule, never to offerat Rea- 
fons, when thou needeft not, or haft them not 
very ready, plain and convincing. For if thou 
defcendeft to confirm thy Opinien with Argue 
ments, thou thereby feemeft to fubmit thy Judg- 
ment to theirs, and as "twere appealeft to them, 
and askeft if they be not of thy Mind now, and 
fo by fetting them at a Level with thee, leffeneft 
thy felf. adly, If thy Reafons be not readily and 
currently uttered; "twill appear as tho’ thou hadft 
not a clear and diftinét Notion of the Matter 
before, and wert now hammering at it, which. 
will caufe them to doubt of thy Capacity. And 
lattly, Since every one judgeth of the Reafons gi- 
ven, according to the Sort and Meafure of his par- 
ticular Underitanding, which is almoft infinitely 
various, and poffibly may not exactly jump with 
thine, perhaps thy Reafons may not fatisfy the 
Company: And then thou not only lofeft thy 
Credit, but alfo mayft unluckily be drawn into 
the Scrare of a Difpure. 

1752 Burwhen Reafons are expected from thee, 
either becaufe of the Diyniry of the Perfon thou 
converfeit with; or becaufe they are asked for, or. 
becaufe the Matrer neceflarily requires it: Firft, 
Confider the Cavacity of thy Hearers: and if they 
are of the common fort of Apprehentions, not 
very judicious, tren initead of folid Reafons, the: 
belt way would be to pour out a torrent of Words, 
and make a Shew of much Matter; And if thou 
; canit 
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canft but confound their Minds, they will be a- 
fhamed fo far to exprefS their Weaknefs, as to let 
thee furmife they underftand thee not; and moft 
certainly will hugely admire thee for a moft pro- 
found Perfon. And thusthy Authority and Efteem 
is better fupported, than *twou’d be, if thou hadft 
flung away upon them the Reafons of a Socrates, or 
a Solomon. 

1753 But if thy Hearers happen to beintelligent 
Perfons, and Men ot Good Senfe and Experience, 
think with all the Strength of thy Thought when 
thou fpeakeft, and content not thy felf with one 
Argument, but produce thy whole Force of Reafons,. 
and forget not even the flighteft of all; for fo thou 
wilt look to be full of Senfe, and that which thou 
makeft leaft account of, a different Thinker may 
pofibly take moft hold of, and efteem moft con- 
cluding. | 

1754, Therefore in giving Reafons, it’s Prudence 
never to pafs a peremptory Judgment on the 
Strength of them thy felf, fo as to fay, I have gi- 
ven you a very good Reafon, but now I'll give a 
better; left they fhould not think the fame with 
thee, and fo fufped& thou doft not underftand 
the Force and Conclufivenefs of thy own Rea- 
fons. 

1755 But if thou act with a Perfon much thy 
Superior, or with a proud, arrogant, obitinate 
Man that thinks himfelf fo; ’twere better to feem 
ignorant, and either defire Information, or quite 
Atop the Caufe, than prefume to inftruct him, and 
much lefs oppofe him: For fuch will not endure 
to be deemed Underlings indUnderfianding. 

1756 If one that is much thy Superior lay a 
Fault to thy Charge, bear not up with Surlincfs, — 
or Difrefpect; that will make him angry, and fer 
the clofer upon thy Sairts; nor yet carry it frcak- 
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ingly, that will make him fufpect thee the mores. 
and defpife thee: Nor mutter nor argue, nor la- 
bour much in Excufe; but with a commendable, 
tho’ notimmodeit Affurance, tell him thou art in- 
deed guilty of an Imprudence and Fault, but ho- 

eft to take better Care for the future, and fo beg 
Fis Pardon: If he will not be facisfy’d with this, 
thou mayft offer warily at fome Vindication, and 
mayft cautioufly extenuate the Act, by alledging 
the Caufes, Motives and Circumftances, whiclY 
deceived and led thee into it. Thou didft it ig- 
norantly, or for want of Forefight and Confide- 
ration, @c. But in fuch a Cafe, above all things, 
fee that thou accufeft not others ( where it can be 
avoided ) to juftify thy felf, as Eve did the Serpent, 
and Adam Eve. To throw it upon others mani- 
fefteth a malignant Temper in thee. But if thou — 
laboureft to excufe others, thy benign Nature will 
atone and merit Favour for thy felf. 

1757 If thou beeft of an angry Temper, caft 
up thy Accounts wich a meek Man, and compare 
the Number of Affronts and Contumelies that 
both of you have met with, and-thou fhalt find 
the odds will be as great as between Sasl’s Thou- 
fands and David's Ten thoufands. For the Return 
made to the firft Injury provokes a new one; Men 
being fo partial to themfelves, that he who receives 
a Harm by way of Retaliation, never reflects on 
his own firft Guilt, but looks on it as a naked In- 
jury. and fo purfues his Revenge; which has again 
the fame Effect on the other. And fo the 
Wild-fire runs round, till it have fet allon a Flame, 
and made the faddeft Devaftations, not only in 
Mens Minds, but in their outward Concernments 
too, in the many fatal Outrages which thofe eager 
Contentions occafion: All which would be avoid- 
ed by a meek Difregard of the firft Provocation. 

| , So 
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So that altho’ fome Injury may fall upon the Paf- 
five Man, yet infallibly there would be no Broils 
and Quarrels, which are alone the great Accumula- 
tors and Multipliers of Injuries, 

1758 Take up this Refolution, Never to give 
thy felf leave to be angry, till thou feeft the juft 
Dimenfions of the Provocation. Firft, learn whe- 
ther there be any fuchthing done or no: for many 
times we fhall find, that a falfe Report, or a Mif- 
conception in the Mind, fets up the Image of an 
Injury, and prefently the Paffion {wells upon it; 


‘when (it may be) upon due Examination there is 


no fuch thing at all. 2dly, Admit there bean In- 
jury, yet learn what the Circumftances of it are; 
tho’ thou hafta mind to be angry, yet ’till thofe 
are underftood, and the Meafure of the Injury be 
known, thou knoweft not what Proportion or 
Meafure of Anger to allow. It may be, ’tis not 
fo great; or it may be, *twas done by Mittake: 
Ie may be, ’twas done upon fome Provocation 
given by thee, or at leaft fo underftood, and then 
it is not fo malicious: And it may be, the Man is 
coming to make thee Amends, or to ask thee par- 
don. This will give Leifure to thy Reafon, and 
to thy Grace to come in, and will break the firft 
Shock, which the cholerick Blood gives to the 
Heart, which raifeth the Combuftion: And then 2 
thoufand to one it comes to nothing, and either 
dies prefently; or languifhes below the Name of a 
Paffion. | 
1759 Beware, I fay beware, how thou falleft in 
with indigent Friends, I never took fuch uneafy 
Steps in my Life as I have done when I was fet- 
ter’d and cloge’d with fuch. Their endlefs Necef- 
fities and Sorrows gave me everlafting Unhappi- 
nefs. They never let me poffefs my own Money 
that I had provided for my Occafions sas 
gins, 
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figns, but conftantly wrung it out of me, and 
kept me almoft as Neceffitous as themfelves, All 
the while I ferved. them I had good Looks and 
‘Words: If at any time I could not fupply them, 
it was an Injury: If I asked them for part of my 
Money, it was a Fall-out. But that which gave. 
me the greateft Vexation of all was, I could never 
do any of them any good. I have had feveral 
fuch, and give thee this Warning to avoid the like, 
as thou wouldeft do an evil Spirit. Do but throw 
them off at firft, and thou art fafe. 

1760 I advife, and I charge thee, to keep out 
of litigious Suits, with all thy Power; and rather 
take an Injury, and recede from a {mall Right, 
than vindicate thy felf and recover it by Courfes 
of Law. It’s confefsd, thefe are fometimes un- 
avoidable, but moft times it’s Pride and Paffion, 
or ftubborn Temper, and defire of Revenge, 
that occafions the Controverfy. Whereas, if we 
would (before Matters are run too far) do all we 
can to compote the Difference: If on the one fide 
the Defendant would in a calm manner acknow- 
ledge his Error, that he has indeed been guilty of 
an unwary foolifh Word, or Action, which he 
hopes will be taken as proceeding from Thought- 
lefnefs, and not any Difrefpect, or ITll-will,; and 
that the Trefpafs was neither meant nor forefeen. 
Likewife on the other fide, if the Perfon offend- 
ed would be of fo benign and Chriftian a Tempers 
as to recede a little from his utmoft Right, and 
accept of a civil Satisfaction and Reparation of 
Damage fuftained: If Men would but do thus, 
and both Parties be cordially for Peace, I think it 
could not be difficult, either by themfelves, or by 
the Mediation of Friends, to make up any little 
{uppofed Affronr, yea, or real Offence, before it 
run to a raging Rupture. But if thou art obfti- 
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nately fet upon, and come what will, art fully re- 
folved to humble thy proud Adverfary, and make 
it coft him Sauce: Think with thy felf (not to 
mention Breach of Chriftian Charity ) it will coft 
thee alfo abundance of Time, Attendance, Mo- 
ney, Trouble and Vexation, Thou canft not have 
it proceed juft as thou wouldeft: Thou canft not 
et outof it when thou pleafeft: Thou may’ft have 
rong done thee, ec. But be it how ir will, 
thou muft fic down with dear-bought Repentance 
at the laft. 

1761 To fum up all: Thy Duty to God is Fear 
and Love; to thy Neighbour Juftice and Charity; 
to thy Self Prudence and Morality. Obferve all 
thefe well, and then thou canft not fail of being 
Wife and Good, Ufeful and Happy. . 
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the Holinefs which the Gofpel enjoins, with the 
‘Motives to it, and the Remedies it propofes againft 
Temptations. With a Prayer concluding each di- 
{tinct Head. To which are added, Chriftian 
Thoughts for every Day of the Month. Wherein 
is reprefented the N:ture of unfeigned Repen- . 
tance, and of perfecét° Love towards God. By 
the late Richard Lucas, D. D. The fixth Edition, 
8vo. 

23. The Plain Man’s Guide to Heaven; con- 
taining his Duty, 1. TowardsGod. 2. Towards his 
Neighbour. With proper Prayers, Meditations and 
Ejaculations. Defigned chiefly for the Country- 
man; Tradef(man, Labourer, and fuch like. ‘The 
fourth Edition, 120. By the late Reverend Richard 
Lucas; D D 

24. The Duty of Servants; containing, 1.Their - 
Preparation for and Choice of aService. 2. Their 
Duty in Service. “Together with Prayers fuited to 
each Duty. All which may be accommodated 
likewife for the ‘moft part, to Apprentices. To 
which is added, a Difcourfe of the Sacrament, 
fuited peculiarly to Servants. By the late Richard 
Lucas, D. D. The fourth Edition. 

25. Dr. Mangey’s Practical Difcourfes on the 
Lord’s Prayer, preach’d before the Honourable 
Society of Léscoln’s-Iun. The third Edition, 


8vo. 
26. Refle@ions upon Reafon. By Phileleutherus 
Britannicus. Second Edition, 8vo, 
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1. The Lord’s Prayer explained and recom- | 
mended in feveral Practical Difcourfes; by Off- 
fpring Blackall, D.D. and late Lord Bifhop of 
Exeter. Preas. | 

2. Practical Sermons preached on feveral Oc- 

cafions, and dedicated to her late Majefty Queen 
Anne; by the Rev. Dr. Lake, Author of the Of- 
ficum Eucharifticum, The fecond Edition, 8vo. 
Pr. 45. 
3. Chriftian Priefthood, and the Dignity of 
the Epifcopal Order, aflerted and defended ; de- 
ficned to obviate the erroneous Opinions, falla- 
cious Reafonings, bold and falfe Affertations of 
all Freethinkers, &¢. in which a Book, entituled 
the Rights of the Chriftian Church, is more par- 
ticularly taken Notice of ; by George Hickes, 
D. D. 2 Vol. 8vo. Pr.10 5. 

4. Controverfial Difcoutfes between Dr. Hiickes 
and a Popifh Prieft, to which is added feveral 
valuable Papers by Bifhop Bull, Mr. Ne/jon, 

Mr. Chillingworth, &c. 2 Vol. 8vo. Pr. 85. 


In the Prefs, and will fpeedily be pablifbed, 


Republica Literaria, or, The Republick of Let- 
ters; being a Vifion written originally in Spa- 
ni/h by Don Diego de Saavedra, Knight of the 
Order of St. Fames, and tranflated by ‘ames 
Evans, A. B. 
cum proftrata Sopore 
Urget membra Quies, &F Mens fine pondere ludit. 


Petron. 


INTRODUCTIO 
PRUDENTIAM: 


OR, 
Direcrions, Counszts, 
and CaurTions, 


Tending to Paupenr MANAGEMENT 
of AFFairs in Common Life. 


The SEconp Parr. 


To which is added 


An APPENDLX, concerning 


SINCERITY and DECEIT. 


The whole compiled by 
THOMAS FULLER, M.D. 
a CD LE ee EE CTT 
How much better is it to get Wifdom than Gold ? | 

Prov. xvi. 16. 
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yom OU, and Body confirtute 
we | the whale of Man, and there- 
cu Da) fore are the primary Things, 
pean and mot necefary Subjects 
we can. , entploy our Thoughts and Care 
upon, 
* Now fuch Books as-tend to Party, 
and the fetting us to oo: by the sail 
are and Diabolica 
fAnd fuch as teach Lan, wages, matus 
ra Philofophy, Oratory, Poetry, Hijto- 
lg and all the ‘Arts and 
Sciences, are only for the bringing in and 
preferving of Credit, Profit and Plea- 


Sure, whith ave but Secondary, eee 


Things, Subjervieut to the Firft.. 
A 3 ” But 


[.vi J : 

_ But thofe that are written: for the 
enriching the Head with needful No- 
tions, furnifbing the Underftanding with 
prattiual Rules, and rectifying the Af- 
fections: ee 

As alfo thofe that are defigned for the 
Prefervation of Health; curing of Di- 
feafes, and prolonging of Life: That is, 
thofe that aim at fecuring to us a found 
Mind in a found Body: Thefe of acer- . 
tain are the Ufefulne/s of all Writings, 
and beft deferve our moft ferious Study 


and Obfervance. 


: ’ 


Accordingly I have fined upon thefe. 
Subjects, and have. caft my two Mites, 
namely my Moral Colleétions, and my 
Pharmacopeias into the Corban, as be- 
lieving I was born.a Citizen of the 
World, and not for myfelf only, and not 
knowing how I could ferve the Publick 
better. ee fe : 
"As to the. Matter of Commendation 
ana Cenfure, I endeavour to neither, ex- 
alted nor dejected, nor any way contern- 
ed about either of them. | 
* And that partly gos Conjfider ation, 
that they are in the Hands of the Vul- 
gar, who taking nothing right, spon 
| ot 
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both thefe not according to Merit, but Ca- 


prichio, and generally to the wrong Per- 


fons. Pag : 
_ But chiefly becaufe — and Di- 


praife ave Things that belong to this 


World only, which I am every Day more 


and more fenfible, I muft fhortly leave; 
and therefore am pluming and preparing 
myfelf to take Wing into the World of 
Spirits, where there is no more Regard 


had to the Foolings, the Flatteries, and 


Flouts of the little humane Infeéts cree 
ing upon the Earth, than to the Atti- 
ons of filly Exemits crawling upon their 


Filllock. | | 
For in that State, they.that are mife- 


_  vable fhall feel, and can think if nothing 
1 


but Mifery ; but. the happy will be filled 
up to the Utmoft of ther Capacity, with 
beatifick Vifion, Wonder, Foy, Rapture, 
Ecftafy, Ineffable, Inconceivable, and In- 
ceffant for ever and ever. _* | 


Good Reader, z 

I fufpect I may have written fome 

Things twice ; if not the fame in Words, 

yet in Senfe, which I defire you to pafs 

by favourably ; forafmuch as you nee? 
we 
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‘giell think, it vias a difficolt and ditt 
a Thing for me, i fo great a Number 
of independent Sentences, to find out ‘the. 


Repetitions, as tt would bé m-a vaft 
eap of different Coins and Medals, con- 


Fufedly thrown together , to pitk out here 


and there ome that boxe the fame and 
ps Infcription, with forme other among 


Befides the Pains, fiuch a Search would 

coft me more Kime, thar I can afford zt ; 
for my Glaft of Life running now low, 
I muft not fuffer one: Sind to fall in 
waft, nor {pend one Minute in. picking of 
Straws | ae. 
- And moreover, my aged Eyes bem 
crown weak and dim, I fear they we 


become ite dark, by minch parufing and 


ring ; or at leaf? fo far, fo as to render 
oe oe we peebt fous Papers now 
Tying by.me; whith IF would wiltngly 
make a Prefent of to yeu. a us 
But to conclude this, fince 1n Matters 
of Advice Precept muft be upon Precept, 
and Line upon Line, F apologifé in’ the 


Words of St. Paul, To! write the fame 


things to you, to me indeed is not prie- 
vous, but for you it is fafe. : 


1762 BEGIN | 
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te Winds mane not be tdo pane 
-nor too foon. 


chafe: Wealth. 
' 1 1764 Let thy re be better ‘than ‘thy Out 
fid Sortiil vs ot 
i I 765 Judge not, a Mai By his Yncomés, but 
+ by his Experices. . 
1 1766 Be induftrious 5. but hot affected in 
eres ‘thy: Abilities. 7 | 
1757 ‘Think a Day before thou promifett any 
Mats of Moment: *t -- 
1768 Read not to difpute but live: not to’ 
talk but knowl ©: c+ . 
1769 Be pleafant and famnilia 5 but not to 
Cheapnefs and Céntémpt. -- - 
1770 Then fpeak when it is hot expedient 
. to Hold thytpeacy. « o!. 
1771 Of all Studies gy thy, pent Condis : 
tions. 4 ee Soh! 
1772 Let thy Vices die befbre thee. * 
i.£773- Undertake - coolly; : and execute! with 
Ardour. . 


B 1774 Live 


1763 Sell not Virnie to pur _ 
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1774 Live in the World as if thow tieanedit 
to leave it. 
t775 Be as good in Profperity as in Adver- | 


y- 

8776 Thou oughteft to ftartle at the pafing 
Bel! of thy Friend. | 
4777. Sufpect all extraordinary and proundlefs 
Civilities. 

4778 If thou expecteft to receive Good, do - 
thou thyfelf do Good. 

1779 Take as much Care to blame thyfelf, 
as to reprove others. : 

1780 Obferve all Men; but thyfelf moft. 

1781 Do nothing for thy Friend -againft thy 
Confcience. 

1782 See not with others Eyes; but always 
have thy own about thee. 

1783 Carry it courteoufly to all ; familiarly 
to few; and flatter none. 
| 784 If thou haft Knowledge, let others light 
their Candle at thine. 

1785 Tell not to him ue thou thinkeft will. 
not believe thee. 

_ . 4786 Neither oppote, nor  detpife what thou 
doft not underftand. 

1787 Add -not one Inch to Beauty 5 ? twill 
raife it up into Vanity. 

1788 Be not fo frageal of thy Time, as to: 
lavifh away thy Health. 

1789 Be a good Man, tho’ thew beet not {0 
accounted. 

1790 Make God th Friend ; and then it’s. 
no, Matter who is thy Enemy. 

1791 If thou wouldet hot feak Daath, live a 
good Life. 

= 3 792 It’s 


des, 
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, 1492 It’s Goodnefs, not Greatnefs, that will 
neat do thee Good. a ee 
+ 14993 Never think thyfelf thé wifer for plea, 
vere - } fing of Fools. ' ee 
i _ _ 1794 Choofe not a Wife fo much by thy 
ng Eye, as by thy Ear. | 
y / 1795 Wife Temporal Things, but defire Eters 
- 1796 Thou fhouldeft grace thy Houfes not 
thy Houfe thee. | 
1797 Do ill to none; {peak ill of none. 
J 1798 Be not of any Faction: A wife Man is 
; always free. a 
1799 Know thyfelf; fo fhall no Flatterer get 
within thee. : ; | 
f 1800 Make not a Jeft of another Man’s In- 
firmity. Remember thy own. 7 
_ 4801 Be good to thy Servants; but not fami- 
| liar with them. | ee 
H 1802 If thou canft not talk to the Purpofé 
7 learn to hearken. a 
1803 Be merciful to every one, even to a 
Beaft. | rw oe 
1804 Never marry without full Confent’ on 
both Sides. Baye? o- 
1805 Let thy Library lie chiefly in thy Head, 
and in thy Heart. 4 
1806 If thou boafteft of thyfelf; thou affronteft 
the Company. 7 | 
_ 1807-Do what is thy Duty. And what, is 
- more is Vanity. 
. 3808 If thou canft not undergo Crofles joy- 
fully; yet bear them patiently. 
1809 If thou doft what thou canft not to ert, 
,; thou wilt milfs yery narrowly, 
Ba 1810 Acs 


4 
1810 Accuftom thy lf ‘to. do well, upon all 
Occafions. 
1811. Prize not thyfelf for. what ‘thou hatt 5 
‘but by what thou art. 
_ 1812 If thou art envyed,. let ‘it not trouble 
thee, - it’s a good Sign. * 
1813. Keep.thy Promife ptecifély with at the 
World: but ptomife not for others. * «. 
1814 Always tell Truth: where it. is not 
oved, it is refpected and feared. 
r815 Take.Care of thy Bulinefs thyfelf, - if 
thou_wouldeft have it fucceed. 
* 1816 Believe not that Men have an Efteem 
for thee only becaufe they. fay fo. © ° 
1817 Keep thy Eyes wide-open before Mar- 
riage; and half fhut afterwards. 
" 1818 Look upon thy Life as.a Stream that 
continually runs, and never returns. = ° 
1819 Pray for Infidels; but never give up thy, 
~ Creed in Compliment to them. — 
1820 With and fpare not; but let not Lazi- 
nefs make thy Wifhes vain. 
1821 Spend not thy Time idly :- thy Coun- 
try, thy Friends, and thyfelf need it. 
- “1822 Do good to all; that thou may eft keep 
thy Friends, ‘and. gain thy Enemies. ° 
« 1823 Difpute not arainft common Cuftom, 
that would be fighting againft the whole World. 
- 3824 Account him thy Friend that delires thy 
Good, more than thy goed Will. 
‘- r82¢ Labour not to inform a ‘proud Nim 3 
*twill but make him thy Enemy. 
- 1826 If thou wouldeft live without-Crofles ; 3 
in not thy Affections on the World. 2 
1827 If 


ce 


- Hr 
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° 9827 Hf thou wouldeft fucceed in thy Picjet 
conceal thy Secret. = ¢ ae 
1828 Other Mens. Sins ought, to put. thee i in 
Mind of thy own Frailty.' 
-' 182g In mixt ‘Affeimblies‘be furé fay hothing 
againft any one’s Sentiments. 
- +1830 Defire nothing, but what’ thou knowett . 
thyfelf capable of and fit for, - ' 
- ‘1831 Then only doft thou begin'to live when 
thoa art got above the Fears of Death. are 
1832 Be refpectful before the Leamed > ‘and 
filent before the Ignorgnt. 
‘ 833 Engage not fo far in any Panty, as to 
make its Quarrels thine. 
r834 Let Calamity be the Exercife 5. but nt 
the Overthrow of thy Virtue. ~~ 
+ 1835. Never reprehend a Fault. thou art 20k 
to commit thyfclf. - - 
‘ $836 If thou doft not in fonie ‘fort live to 
others ;: thou doft not tive to thyfelf. .- -* +? 
- 483% Speak fparingly to thy Competitor ° “for 


Caution fake ; :and-to others for’Civility. °°. - es 


‘. 1838 If thou art cenforious, thou art full of 
Pride, Malice, Envy and Prejudice. °-- 
‘ 1839 It concerns thee more; to govern, iy 
Will, than to increafe thy Knowledge. - + 
1840 Set thy own Works before thy Eyess 
and caft other Mens behind thy Back. - -- 
1841: Neither hate the Man for his Vice’: nor 
love the Vice for the Man’s fake. - 
1842 Fear Pride and Vanity, even in thy 
beft and moft virtuous Aétions. 
1843 Suppofe all thy. Auditors Enemies when 


thou ie any 
B3:- °- ¥844' Spend 


Z 


\ 


twill quickly be Past into fomething -elfe. 


- ceal the ‘Truth, but in no Cafe deny it. 


| with F oly» and ends with Repentance. : 
in 
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1844 Spend not that Time in Deliberating 
which fhould be employed in Doing. - 

1845 -Thou oughteft rather to bewail the Life 
of the Wicked, than the Death of the Juft. — 

1846 In Youth ftudy to live well; in Age to 
teach well; ‘n both to die well. 

1847 In doubtful and difficult Bufinefa de- 
fpond not; but wait upon after Occafions. 

1848 If thou wouldeft put a fufpected Friend 
to the Teft, offer toborrow Money of him. | 

1849 Truft not to thy prefent. Defire; for | 


1850 Let not ws al for a Caufe pufh thee | 

into an hazardous Engagement. | 

_ 3853 Contradict not fuch as are apt to quar- 

sels and take no Pleafure in provoking. them. 

_ 31852 Thou canft not joke an Enemy into 2 

Friend, but mayft a Friend into an Enemy. 
1853 Thou mayft upon fome Occafions con- 


1854 Tell not afore-hand a Defign, left it 
be prevented, and thou mocked. | 
1855 Boaft not of thy good Deeds, Ieft thy 
evil Deeds alfo be brought upon the Board. 
1856 Have a Care of Paflion. Anger begins 


. 1857 Since Life is fo very fhort, live as muc 
as thou canft in fo fhort a Time. ie 

1858 If thou wouldeft be provident of thy 
Time; make choice of good Company, and 
good Books. | 

1859 In the Morning think what thou haft 
to do; and at Night afk what thou haft done. 

1860 Be thankful for the leaft Gift; fo fhake 
thou he meet to receive greater. : 


1861 Fre- 


be 
m4 


at 
ye 


C7) 
_ 3861 Frequent not thofe who are not capable 
of knowing thy Attainments and Worth. 

1862 Be not fo careful to fpeak few Words ; 
as not to utter fuperfluous and impertinent 
ones. — 

1863 In Counfel it’s good to fee Dangers: in 
oe not to fee them, except they be ve 

prea > 

Wh Promifes may get thee Friends; but 
Non-performance will turn therh into Enemies. 

1865 Command Pleafure and Pain ;~ Hope 
and Fear; and thou'lt be as free as any man up- 
on Earth. . . 

2866 If thou wouldeft be delivered from the 
Fears of Death, prepare for it. 

_ 1867 Be careful throughout thy Earthly Bufi- 
nefs, to carry an heavenly Mind. 

1868 All the while thou ftudieft Revenge, 
thou art a-tearing thy own Wounds open. 

1869 Afk Counfel of the Ancients what is 
beft; but of the Moderns what is fittett. 

-. 3870 If thou art choleric, and quarrelfome, 
thou art a declared Enemy to Civil Society. 

1871 What Matter’s it if thou be’ft not hap- 
py on Earth, provided thou be’ft fo in Heaven. 

1872 If thou lookeft too often in thy Glafs; 
thou wilt not. fo much fee thy Face, as thy Folly, 

«873 Thou Wert better have the whole World 
againft thee; than be again thyfelf. 

1874 Neither too much remember; nor al-~ 


‘together forget, that thou art well born. 


1875 If thou make Bacchus thy chief God; 
Apolle will never keep thee Company. 
1876 Life flies fo faft, that if thou ufeft not 
to day; thou mayft want a to morrow. 
B 4 1877 live 
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"387% Live in thy Body, as -if thou wert to 

lode in it this Nicht, and to leave it to morrow. 

#378 Labour to be fuch.an one imthy ata 
gs thou. wifheit fo be, found:at thy, Death. . 

1879 Since other Mens Tongues are. not 
within thy Teeth; HOW canft thou hdpe to E- 
vern them. 

1880 If thou arta saad Man, ‘thou wilt nes 
‘ver put Money in the Scale:againft Virtue... 

1881 When thou commendef good Agions, 
thou in fome Meafure makeft them thy own. 


1882, Thy: greateft: Wiffom confifts :in being, 


acquainted with thy own Follies, ee ear 
__ 1883 Endeavour ferioufly -to be as good as 
thou canft, otherwife thou art not fincerely good 
. 1884 It’s a pretty Cunning to look to ees 
with having thy Eyes. upon others. . 

1835. Be-as circpmf{pect. in every. thing thou 
fpeakeft or doeft;; ag - an: ence. flood :at thy 
Elbow. - 

1886 If thou. cant in Profperity, foretell a 
Danger ;,, thou fhakt | in Adveriity foreiee a Deli- 
verance. 

_. 1887 Think thy felf happy’: if - ‘shalt traft one 
true Friend ; never think of:: fioding’ andther: 


1888 Be “flow of Belief; - for thecWorld i is | 


‘full. of Impoftures, Deceits, and: Eées.:. “3 
_ 1889 The Troubles thou: smeetéft ‘in’ “this 
“World, fhould-teach thee-to mind, ‘and Le 
fora better. , io ae 
1890 * Twill be wiferto:rin away wich chsh 
haft ;no. Remedy. than al die .in ‘the ‘Field 
| ‘foolithly. an Oe ree UM ae 
AU BQU: Tig better for thee to° receive ahiAf- 
= tan heat a Flattery with Pleafnre.°b -: 


yaa L892 hen 


-— Ew 


91 
- ‘1892. ‘When thou goeft avaintt- the Siiggettions 
of. thy Reafon.and Comcience§ thou oe 
againft God himfelf. 
. 1893 I would fain bring thee to rhe Pats; re 
thy Liking may not sid upon another’ s Opi- 
nion. 
~~ 1894: T hou wilt-not he a Lofer if thou lofet 
All; 3 and yet faveft thy Soul at latt. } 

1895 Pafs not a bad Conftruéction ona Mat- 
ter, that .may as by PrObaby admit a favourable 
one. 

1896. Thou art bound always.to fide with. the 
Right; tho’ there be none but ee: and Ju 
ftiee for it. . 

- 1897 Place’ more Aheence in. him that. CXe 
pecteth, than in him who: ‘hath, received, Be- 
nefits. ©. - J 

1898 Points of Wit are fine: in 1 Difcouirfas 
but thou muft take heed, that they’ be not : 
fharp as to draw Blood.” . .. 

« 1899.Have a-Care of prefuming upon abhor 
Games.; ‘for if that mifp, .all-is goné..  ~y' 

1900 Thou canft no more be too holy her¢y 
than thou ‘canft be too happy hereafter * . 

1901 If thou-cant attain. to delire but Littles 
thou wilt not-need much. . 

1902 In Praéticals thou - wilt. oer the: sch 
Knowledge ; and the Brobeee Inclinations. by 
Prattice. 

“1903. The. Meeliefs of. Me oles wil do? ‘thee 
more good, than the Strenigth.of Sampfon. . 5 
. 1904 If thou once:comett to think thy Phive - 
below thee ; thou’lt mind it fo haat = thou'lt 
oe be below it... sais 

mi B 5 905 “When 
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1905. When thou f{peakeft to a Man look up» 
on his Eyes; when he fpeaketh to thee, upen 
his Mouth. 

1906 If thon formeft thy Opinion toa foon, 
thou’lt be in Danger of repenting too late. 

1907 ’T will be lefs difereditab 
abridge petty Charges; than to ftoop to petty 
Gettings. | 

1908 If thou baft a Sparrow in hand; let it 
not go to catch at a Pheafant that flyeth by. 

1909 Be not covetous: the Pleafures of this 
‘Work confift in having Neceflaries; not Super- 
fluities. | 

1910 Do nothing that may difparage thee, 2. 
bad Reputation will tarnifh all thy good Actions. 

1918 Do good without Regard to what others 
will fay; and never confider what Reflections 
they will make. 7 

1932 If thou ast in a fair Way, make ufe 
thy Time: do not trifle, nor alter thy Courfe. 


1913 Within thyfelf behold thyfelf, and to | 


hed what thou art, give not Credit to other 
Men. : | 
1914 Forfake thyfelf, refign thyfelf; and 
then thou fhalt cay aed inward Peace. - 
1915 Haye a f{pecial Care how thou promifet 
for others; for the Performance may be out of 
thy Power. 
' ¥916 Study to be eminent in Things that are 
Praife worthy : Mediocrity is below a brave Soul. | 
1917 Tho’ a clownifh Air be but a {mall De- 
sn 3 yet it is enough to make all People difguft 


1918 Take all Things, not by: the Blade 
: - ‘which 


le to thee, to - 


[rr] 

which may hurt; but by the Haft, which is the 
Way for Defence. 

_ ¥g1g If-any afk in great Haft: let him be an- 
fwered at Leifure, fo fhalt thou not be furprized. 

1920 If thou wouldeft live long, live well: 
for there are two Things which fhorten Life, 
Folly and Wickednels. 

* 4921 Be not too diffident of thyfelf. “Thofe 
that every Moment are afraid of falling, do no- 
thing almof but ftumble. 

1922. E dare not recommend to thee the Fa- 
miliarity of great Mén; it’s a Fire that often 
{corches. 

1923 Contract no great Debts; tho’ a Man 
would give thee Credit to the Day of Judgment. 
' 3924 Magnificent Promifes are to be fue 
fpetted : therefore do great Things; and pro- 
-ife little. | 

1925 If thou keepefta good Table, thou fhalt 
extend thy Acquaintance ; but art not fure there- 
by to get Friends. 

1926. Take Care to do right Things, rightly s 
for a juft Refolution may be unjuftly executed. 
1927, The Brain of a Fox will be of little 
Service to thee, if thou ventureft to play with 

‘the Paw of a Lion. 

_ 1928 Every Day that thou fpendeft in Idle- 
nefs and Ufelefnefs, lops off a little Branch 
"from thy fhort Life. | 
__ 1929. It will be a principal Part of Wifdom 
_in.thee, not to attempt too haftily; nor purfue 

tooeagerly, 5° 

1930 Meafure not all Reafon by thy own: 
It’s an Encroachment’ upon the common Right 
of Mankind, 
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_ +1934 Miftake nor: “‘thdfe Pleafures are. not 
“Pleafures that trouble the Quiet and Tranquility 
of thy Life... 

1932 If thou fufferett 2 anothet to deftroy him- 
‘felf when ‘thou canft well help | ity, thou. de- 
‘ftroyeft him. 

£933 Think of" thyfelft it will ve’fe long’ “be 
faid of thee, . as, thou haft faid of Others; | Le ts 
“dead. | 

* -1934-OF the Wife thou’ thalt earn Bie) fave 
_thyfelf better; of F odls to ‘tnake thyfelf- “more 
-advifed. 

‘1935 Money’ int thy: Purfe wilkevet be in Fa- 
fhion:. and no Man is eftecmed far, ey Gat- 
‘ments, but ty Fodls.’ 

1936 What if thou.att ‘not fo habpy! x¢ ri 
" defireft ;’ be content with this, that ‘thos : att not 
“1 wretclied as thou delerielt.” 

1937 It’s. good fometimes, that thou fest 
"thy Intereft for ‘the fake of others, to, the End 
that they may do the like for thee.” - 

. 4938 It’s.a great Adt of Life, to know how fo 
‘fell Air{ ‘that “is to make’ Advanta by giving 
\ , Bood Wo rds, * 

"1939" Be not baffled out Of. Truth indVirtue 
‘the very Inftin@:of' our Nature; whilpers in “ts 

_ the Bafenefs of it. 

"1940 Whenever thou atkeft Counfel, fpeak 
the very Truth, that the Couinfel thou receivett 
_ may alfo be true. 

1941 It’s much bétter for thée, not tobe ‘fub- 
je&t to Difcontent ;* than to receive thvtch Con- 
folation. —_. 

1942 Never uncover the ‘Shame. and Naked- 
_hefs 


=. 
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-ncfs of thy Brother, but when Neceflity com- 


pels, and Charity incites thee. 

1943 Ii thou canft not find Tranquility in 
at? twill be to little Purpofe to feek it any 
where elfe. 

1944 If thou continually intereftett thyfclf in, 
other Mens Bufinefs ; | thou wilt never be at an 


‘End of Trouble. 


1945 Covet not. fo much to pave thy Plea- 
fares grand, magnific, and lofty; as to have 
them fweet, facile, and ready. 

1946 Be not puffed up with thy Perfections; 
but Jet thy Humility defend thee from thy own 
Virtue. © 

. 1947 God wilcth what he doth ; ; and if thy 


will accord not, with his; which wilt thou fay 


is wifeft and beft?, - 

1948 Thou oughtett to contract: perfect Love 
‘with honett Mcn, but yet not to be at Odds 
‘with others, — 

1949 Do Injury to none: for thereby thou 
teacheft others to injure thee:. and then thou 
‘canft not complain. 

1950 Jf thou ufeft tedious Admonitions ; thou 
wilt’ dull the Adviled 5. and render i coir 


temptible. 
1951 Serve others, 6 as not to injure thyfelf 


‘too much; and fo thyfelf, as to help others. 


1952 If thou marrieft a rich Wife, thou art 
fur¢ to have fomewhat to be in Love withal. 
1953. Learn the Art of Silence: the wife Man 


‘that holds his Tongue, fays more than the Fool 
_who fpeaks. 


1954 Be diligent i in thy | Calling Zy or Bufinefs 
. of 
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of Life; and let all the’ Intervals, or Spaces of 
Time be well filled up. 

195§ YT would have thee pity thofe that un- 
derftand no better than to pleafe themfelves with 
Horfes, Dogs, and Dice. 

1956 Thou wert better eat Salt with the Phi- 
‘lofophers of Greece, than Sugar with the Cour- 
tiers of Italy. 

1957 Speak not ill, bat upon certain Know- 
ledge: there’s no fufficient Recompence for an 
unjuft Scandal. 

1958 What art thou better than the pooreft 
Beggar; unlefs thou beeft more wife, and more 
virtuous than het 

1959 If thou wrongett thy Neighbour by thy 
‘Words; thou woundeft thy own Soul with thy 
Tongue. 

r960 Adhere to thy Faith and true Religion ; 
‘and not to the Perfons that make Profeflion of 
it; and buftle about it. 

196: Do nothing to lofe common Reputa- 
‘tion; which is fo neteflary, that without it, 
one is out of the World. — 

__ 1962 Mark what makes Men eftcemed ; and 
“imitate it if it ft thy Manner; and what dif- 
_efteemed, and avoid it. 

1963 If a Matter doth not entirely pleafe; 
yet let tt not trouble thee: and then it cannot | 
“hurt thee. 

1964 If thou wilt have no Difference with 
thy Friends; fell them not Horfes, nor Goods: 
-and buy nothing of them. 

1965 Be not contented to be good only thy- 

; Aelfs but endeavonur alfo what thou canft to make 
1966 If 
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1966 If thou woulde& check a Report, de- 
fpife it; if thou goeft about to Mop it, ‘twill 
run the fafter. 

1967 If Virtue accompany thy Pleafures ; [ 
thou wilt relifh them well; and never be afraid 
of their Confeqience. 

1968 Why thouldeft thou give Way to Im- 
patience in Trouble? that will neither eafe thy 
Mind, nor effect thy Purpofe. 

1 969 If thou art a wife Man, thou’le draw 
more Advantage from thy Enemies ; than a Fool 
does from his Friends. 

1970 Art thou content to be eternally mife- 
rable, if thou doft not live till the Time, thou 
fetteft for Repentance, come? 

_ 197% Diftruftfulnefs is the Mother of Safety : 
but take Care not to exprefs it; for nothing can. 
be more difobliging. 

1972 If thou’ playeft too long between two 
Parties ; they may both in time joyn together to 
be in Earneft with thee. 

1973 Thou’lt gain nothing by being vain glo- 
rious; but the general Averfon, Seorn and Ha- 
tred of other Men. 

1974 While good Fortune is at thy Houk; ) 

‘remember to prepare for the Reception of bad. . 

1975 *Tis more eafy than thou imagineft to 
become Mafter of the World; ’tis but to flight 
all, and make good ufe of all, 

1976 Whatever Good thou canft do, with- 
out Damage to thyfelf, thou art obliged to do; 
even to a Stranger. :. | 

1977 df thou wouldeft be Mafter of another’s 
Heart, it’s neceflary that thou macy his Inclina~ 
tions and Pate 

3978 If 
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‘1978 If thou art wife, thou knoweft thy own 
ee ; and thou art ignorant if thou know- 
eft not thy felf. 

1979 Confider, a little: while hence all thy 
Delights will be gone,.. the Curtain will be 
elayn and thy Act of Life finifhed.. . - - 

1. ig8o If another hath what thou canft be with- 
out, what is_he the better, or thou the worfe, 
while he wants more, and thou lefs. — 

198i If thou grieveft and tortureft thy felf 
for thy Misfortunes, thou doft but add Gall to 
thy Wormwood. 

- ¥982 A.kind Word, and -an obliging Look, 

will gain, thee :more onciae van all 2 fine 
Trappings. 7 

- 2983 Be: éafy of Accefss: cal pleafant and a- 
greeable: in :thy , Cotverfation:; - and: fo. ev ey 
Man will delight in thy Company. ' 

+ 1984 Set not up fora Judge of auathee S Coi- 
fcience, but. look tothy own, and leave his to him. 

1985 Refolve thy Wi into‘ the Will.of God, 
anid then thou fhalt not be: troubled. at any anne 
that can happen,.:. 

1986 So carry thy felf to-thy Children ‘and 


Servants, ‘that they may fear. rather thy Difplea- 


fure than thy Correction. ~ 

- 1987 Avoid as much as poffibly thou cantt 
the Company of vicious Perfons,: for Vice i is as 
infectious as the Placue. | 

. 7988 Thou wert better take the. Pains of con- 
fidering. at ‘fiyft,.. than: endure: ten . Times oe 
T rouble of Repentance at laft. a as 

- 1989 If-thou tfufteft every one, thou wilt = 

Taown to be 3 Fool; if thou trufteft none, thou 
wilt be fufpécted to bea Knave, . —- 


yw 1990 “Let 


ting 


- rggo- Let the tranfitory Being of all’ Worldly: 
Things be a Document to thee, not to. hope for 
perpetual Delithts from them. 
‘ rggt If thow dgft ill, think not to excufe thy 
felf for being tempted to'it, if thou hadft any 
Strength to refit it. 

1992 When thou readeft a Book, regard it 
no further than it agrees to ‘Reafon, let who 


will be the Author of it. - 


-. 1993 In Fhings:neceflary, thou may’ft gO 
along with the Ancient Church: But in Things 


indifferent, with the Prefent: 


1994 Sell not thy Brother’s Credit at a low 
Rate ; ’twill fet the Market for another to buy. 
thine at the fame Price. 

‘1995- Books: fhould -be chofen, as ‘Friends | 
ought _ to be; few, but choice ones ; yet thod 
may’ft have niany Acquaintance. - 

: + 3996 -Thou'wilt- be -eafed_ of Abundance of 
Cares, Diftractions, and Troubles, if thou dott 
but ‘well regulate'thy Defites and Fears. 

1997- Wouldeft.-theucimprove in thy: Know: 
ledge, affect not a Multitude of Books: There 
are “but few worth ftudying. < - 

--4998-:Fhé fooner.thou applieft ok felf to ‘it; 
and the more Hafte thou makeit, the onger fhalt 
thow enjoy a rectified Mind - 

— 1999-- What. doth it concern fie which a 

the elder Homer, or Hefiod; or which was the 
taller Helen, or Hectiba ? 
' 2000 ‘Fhongh thou att too much a ‘Man 
to be without all: Paffion; yet thou: art‘not 
to be fo mueh a -Beaft, as to be governed by 
aA. ee 

2001 F ind. out ‘thy Own - 4 Miftakes; and’ Fails 


r ings, 


| fxr} | 
ngs in order to.amend them. A Difeafe known 
f cured. 

| 00s It cannot be too foon to fet about thy 
Repentance now; becaufe-thou knoweft not 
how foon it may be too late. ® 

2003 In vain doft thou endeavour to aaieaa 
thy felf, if thou continuelt to cenfure and fpeak 
ill of others. 

_ 2004 If thou art a good Man, thou wilt love 
thy felf too Well to lofe, and thy Neighbour. al- 
fo to win an Eftate by Gaming. 

200s When thou comett a the World of 
Spirits, it will fignify nothing to thee to have 
beeri rich or great in this World. 

- 2006 Thou may’ft as reafonably expect to be 
well and at eafe without Flealth,. as tg be happy 
without.Holinefs. 

2007 If thou dof repent, thou wouldett make 
Satisfaction, and doft recal thy ill Action as 
much as lieth in thy Power.. 

_° 2008 If thou art virtuous meerly that thou 
may’ft.be famed for it, thou art no better than 

a vain-glorious Sinner. 

2009 Thou art no Chriftian at all, if thou 
_am.only one outwardly, and haft not the fame 

Mind Jad Spirit that was in Chritt. 

zo1g Whatever great Thing thou propofeft 
to do in thy Life, thou fhouldeft think of at- 
chieving it by fifty Years old. 

zo1r The Bufinefs of thy Life is to inform 
thy Underftanding, to refine thy Spirits, and 
then to regulate all thy Actions. - | 

201z Forecaft, and Pre-fuppofe what Ineon: 
veniences and Hindrances may be in thy Way, 
fo may’it thou provide againft them. _ 

2013 If 


’ 
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2613 If thou hopeft for an. rtunity : of 
acting thy Revenge, Rapine, or Luft; thou 
watcheft to do thy felfa Mifchief. 


Y 2014 Thou may’it be deprived of thy Ho- 
nours and Riches againft thy Will, but not of ~ 

j thy Virtue except thou confenteft. 

z015 Give no Advantage in Argument, nor 


lofe any that is offer’d; this is a Benefit which 
arifes from Temper. 
3016 The refufing or accepting of Praifes 
handfomely, is as great a Tryal of thy Wifdom, 
as the Cupel is of Silver. 
: 2017 If thy Soul be not adorned with Mo- 
_’  defty and folid Goodnefs, all external Accom- 
| plifhments will be but meer Pageantry. 


2018 Great Beauty, great Scrength,and great. 
| Riches, are really and truly of no great Ufe. 

= 2019 Thou art not bound to believe any one 
pofitively againt-thy Reafon, which God-hath 
given thee to be thy Guide. 

2020 Thou perfectly knoweft what is good, 
and what is evil; and may’ft be as certain in 
Morals as in Mathematicks. 

2021 Avoid knowing more than thou need- 
eft: Secrets are troublefome Burthens to fuch as 
are not interefted in them. 

2022 Never trouble thy felf about Govern- 
ment; the Diforders of the Nation belong to 
none but the Governors of it. 

2023 Aflift the afli€ted with fomething real, 
if thou canft: As for Tears they are but Water, 
. what good can they do? 
pos 2024 There is already a great Progrefs made 
in a Work, if before it be begun, thou takeft all 
the Leifure requifite to think of it. = 

zozs Affect 
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go25 Affeét not to be wife and knowing: out 
of ‘Time, learning tafteth not kindly to every 
Palate. 
2026 -If thou relyeft too much: upon the Ho~ 
nefty of other Men, it may: probably, at ond 
Time or other undo thee. _ 

‘2027 A chief Thing which thou haft to ftir 
dy and endeavour in this World ‘sy. to make thy 
Life comfortable. 

* 2028 Thou wilt fhew more’ Diferetion: in a- 
mending thy own. Faults, than wit in repre- 
hending others Failings.’ ‘-: ” 

2029 Wife Men fay of inconvenient — ill. 
prounded Friendfhips, ‘tis better to unftitch them 
than to tear them all to pieces. | 
-- 2030 If thou wouldeft be a rich ofa teat 
Man, thou’ -muft Team to tam every: Accident 

to fome Advantage. ” SR 
263K FF-thow catryeft? in- thy Bréaft any ill 
Will and Malice againft any one, it’s an- Argus 
ment ‘that thy felf art not forgiven of God. 

- 7032- It’s‘akogether’as comimendable to‘ deny 

_upon a jut Occafions as to grant in dtie Seafon. - 
"- 2033 Keep no Company with Libertines or 
Gameftets, the Lofs of Money and Time is the 
leaft Thing thou haft to fear amongft fuch. | 

2034 When thou doeft a good Thing, ave 

a Care that-a-little Self-love and Vanity be not 
In n thy Way-when thou doft it. — 

2035 It’s enough to be reconcil’d to thy 
Friend once-or twice; but if it come to a third 
Time, thou hadft beft break Friendfhip: . 

2036 Thy ‘Tongue and¢ thy Heart’ ought al- 
ways to go-together. What thou: fayeft fhould 
ie Hianiained by what thou- doef. 

. 2037 Never 
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, 2037 - Never make a Tryal of Skill in diff- 
cult, ‘hazardous,’ and dangerous Cafes, when 
thou, cantt’ well!avoid i. 

"2038 If thou’ art “virtuoufly. inclined,’ thou 

ilt fear mote of two Days of Profperity, ‘than 
an hundred Days of Adverfity. 

2039 ‘If thou wilt be catchedl in ‘the Snare of 
Appetite; thou art ‘viler“thari a Beaft, ‘that’ has 
no Reafon to regulate him. | 

2040 Know this, that ‘good Works will. ne- 
ver fave'thee ; ‘but yer thou cantt never be faved 
without them. 

. 2041 In the difaftrous Accidents of our Lives, 
wherein thy own Induftry and Strength will not 
help thee, thy Patience mutt. 

" 2042 ff it’ be obferved that thou {nidifcreett 
telleft. any one thing,. ’twill be fufpected, that 
thou wilt tell every thing. 

- 2043 He that advifed Fhee not to Jet the Sun 
fet in, thine Anger, did riot command thee to 
truft a deceiving Enemy next Morning. 

2044. Thy Rewards ought not much ‘to ex- 
éeed ‘the Metit of ‘him: whorh thou confetreft 
them on, nor thy own. eafy Abilities. a 
‘ 2045° To enjoy” Leafure well, it’s neceflary- 
‘that ‘thou employeft it ‘in learning mE , 
that is wofth thy While. "> 
. 2046 Set a Valne upon. thy felf, there i is no 

, better means ‘to: ‘preferve thy Eiteem With o- 
thers. 

2047 Thofe things. ‘which thou cant ‘Hot. a- 
mend in thy {elf or others, thou’ oughteft to far 
fet, P patiently, ‘till God. Order Matters’ other- 
wife. ~ 


Sue Report not an il ‘Thing. that thou” thy’ | 
- felf 
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felf knoweft not, but by the Report of a Man, 
who may lie or aggravate the teh 
2049 Thou wilt never talk too much when 
thou talkeft well; but thou always’ fpeakeft tog 
much when thou fpeakeft ill. 
2050 Be induftrious and honeft in thy Cal- 
ling, thereby thou wilt ferve God, thy Neigh- 
bour, and thy felf. 


2051 Perchance thy Confcience can difpence — 


with more than thy Credit can. In that Cafe 
i the Scandal as thou wouldeft avoid a 
in. | 

- 2052 Glory not in making others drunk, 
‘what Joy canft thou take in that Victory where 
the Devil wears the Garland, and the Reward 
is Hell. 

2053 Compare what thou haft received with 
What. thou. haft deferved, and thou wilt fee thy 
Sufferings have been fewer than thy Sins. 

2054 Better turn thy Eyes from what difli- 
keth thee, and leave unto every one his 


own Opinion, than ftrive with contentious 


Words. 
_ 2055 Confider, that the Beauty thou art in 
Love with is but a Skin that covers fuch Blood, 
and Bones, and Filthinefs, as is in the ugliest 
Wretch. - 7 3 

2056 Thou may’ft leam Virtue from thofe 
that have none, if thdu abftaineft from every 
Thing thou obferveft vitions in their Actions. — 
_ 2057 Drive away and never endure ‘Tale+ 
bearers : Whoever entertains. thee with. the 


Faults of others, defigns to ferve’ thee in the 


fame Kind. ae ; 
- 2068 The Time will come when ro 
| efire 
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defire orie Day, or even one Hour to amend ity 
and I cannot fay it will be granted thee. 

2059 Think with thy felf ferioufly from 
whence thou cameft, whither thou art to ga, 
and where thou art to be to all Etemity. 

2060 Thou canft not devife how more to 
vex a Detra&tor than by Contempt; thus thou 
fhalt force fpite. to drmk off her own Poifon. 

2061: Avoid carefully thofe Vices which moft 
refemble Virtue ; they are a thoufand Times 
more dangerous than others. 7 

2062 Be thankful for what thou haft, and 
then thou wilt not be much difcontented for 
what thou wanteft. | : 

2063 Ifany Man offend thee with too much 
impertinent Talk, don’t give him the bearing, 
and that will be Revenge enough. —- | 

2064 Be not a Man of many Friends, for 
then thou wilt be a Slave to many, and muft 
Share in all their Cares, Difquiets and Bufinef- 
fes. : | 

2065 Of all Kinds of Converfation avoid 
jeering: One Jeer feldom goes forth but it re- 
turns with its Equal, and they together beget a 

rrel. Bi | 

2066 If thou perpetually readeft good Books, 
and thy Parts be anfwerable, thou wilt in Time 
take in an huge Stock of Knowledge. | 

2067 In Matters of Duty rather do too much 
than too little ; but in Matters of Indifferency, 
rather take toe little Liberty than too much. 

2068 If thou haft a Mind to be bubbled, a 
moft ¢ffeCtual Way jis, to farly thou art wifer 
than thy Neighbour, | | 
' 2069 If thou affronteft the Poor becaufe of 

, 8 his 
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“his Poverty,: which he brought not upon him 
lelf by his Vices, . thou : affronteft God's Provi-. | 


dence. 

. 2070 "if thod. Gyoured Evil, ‘hou art ‘worfe 

than he that committed it. “Thou aéteft delibe- 

rately: but he was acted on: by Temptation. . 
2071. I would not have thee to love the Secu- 


rity and Contentment of Privacy, and Retire- . 


ment,: fo as to be guilty, of- Sipgularity and Af- 
fectation. | 
2072 "Expect no ‘Aliftance’ from ‘Goa, “but 
then when eae? which thou enterprizeft. is what 
of ; and then. , thourart nat, wants 
ing to thyfelf. 


- 2073, Be: not deceived: it is ner that which | 


Men believe of thee will make: thee happy..er. 


tuiferable 5 “but that seas than. behieveht nf rhy>, 


felf. . 
2074 ‘Beware. of. .common Curfing or Swaare 
ing: there may be perhaps. fome fort of Excufe 
for Sins that produce either Profit or Pleafure :, 
but this.hath nothing to fay far itfelf. » 

2075. Print it in thy Thought, that what Vir- 
tue foever ‘thou hat ;. be it never, fo manifold ; if; 


thou beeft ' poor witha, thou ‘and ad Virtues. 


fhall be defpifed: . 
2076 There is. hothing in ‘Earth. siaich thy 


Stay, tho” Heaven be worth thy Waiting. ‘There-. 


fore be content to jive, and willing to ‘die. 


2077. ee how.-to raife. and me 3 aup 
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2079 Judge-not the Happinefs of a Man by 
one Part of it; Birth, Wit, Strength, Richea, 
Honours. Where is ‘the Man that hath all his 
Defires? . 
2080 If thou hat: any Difcontents ;. let thent 


be thy Secrets; for if the World come to know 


them, they will defpife thee, and increafe them. 
_. 2081 Idle fcahdalous Stories do harm to him 
that makes them, to thofe they are made to, and 
to thofe they are made of; and ‘fo kill. three at 
once. | 

z082 Study thy own Conduct; and not that 
of others. Examine thyfelf without Favour ot 
Partiality. Never pee thyfelf, but be indule 
gent to others. 

. 2083 Indulge not a‘drowfy ‘Temper in Bed: 
Why fhouldeft thou live but half thy Days. in 
the Grave there will be fleeping enough. 

2084. When thou art with thy Friends, als 
ways endeavour to be agreeable, and to pleafe 
them, and never put on the a of a Philofopher 
or Devoto. : 
. 2088 Live as if thou wert to aniienit Heaven, 
and to fave thyfelf: yet truft not to: a de Works, 
to be juftified by them. : | 
- 2086 Truft not one lightly that. hath play’a 
falfe with thee, thereby thou ba perfuadeft him 
to-betray thee again. 

2087 Don’t be feduc’d by a Multitude. Thod 
wilt ftand alone when thou dieft; and fhalt be 
call’d to give thy Account by thyfelf, . 

_ 2088 Endeavoug; to-be Mafter of. Virtue and 
Goodnefs. I affure thee thou may’ft compafs it 
thyfelf, but no body can give itthee. 

2089 If thou be’ft idle and carelefs, thou wilt 

Cc fuffer 
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fuffer ‘a thoufand Evils, which a little Caution 
and Pains might have prevented. ; 


. 2099 ‘The. more thou practifeft good Works, 


the more thy Faith increafes. Thou doft not 
believe, : if: thou: doft not live according to thy 
Belief. 

BOQY. Confider not what thy Enemies promife; 
_ or threaten ; but what in Reafon they will do: 
and the neareft: ‘Conjecture. thereunto is: what i is 
moftt, for. their Intereft to do. 

2092 Thou never waft fo good as thou 
Shouldeft be ;- if thou. doft not ftrive to be bet- 


ter. And thou never wilt be better, if thou aor 


not fear. to -grow-worfe... 

' 2093 If thou alloweft thyfelf to go to the ut: 
moft Extent of every thing that is lawful, thou 
art very near going further. | 

2094. The more thou feemeft to: have bof 


sowed from‘Books, the poorer thou proclaimeft _ 


thy natural Parts, which” only can be called 
thine.» 

2095 No ‘Defign ken unlefs God. give it 
Jueave ;; and--whatever he pleafes is beft: and 
therein thou: oughteft: to be contented.. 

“ 2096 Over-talkativenefs will exprefs a gteat 
Vanity in thee, and implyeth a Believing that 
others. are affected with thy Perfections. 

2097 Infamy is according to the Receiver: 
if thou fretteft or ftorineft at it, ’tis thine: if 
thon difregardeft and contemneft it, ’tis his. 5 

2098 Contend not in Suit (when. thou ‘cant 
help it) with thy Superior: it’s Madnefs’: -:nor 
with thy Equal ; it’s. doubtful : nor with thy in+ 
ferior ; it’s Sordid and fhameful. 

| | 2099 If 


i atin permet ampli sti cae a aan Seal — 
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-: 2099 If in thy.Converfe thou doft not intet- 
change fober, ufeful Notions; thou fhalt at the. 
bet but traffick T oys and Baubles: and moft 
commonly Infection and Poifon. 

2100 That which thou calleft thy own, is but 
Jernt thee: and what thou haft recaived gratis, 
thou. oughteft to return without Compaint and 
Difcontent. 

2101 If thou wouldet Exercife a Power pro- 
fitable to thyfelf, and grievous to no body; 
practife it upon thy Appetites and Paffions. 

z10z Rather confider what thou thyfelf 

oughteft to do, than hearken after the Doings of 
others: . And .after News which little concerns 
thee. 
- "2103 Examine thy Hope, and thy Fear; and 
where ‘Things are uncertain, favour thyfelf; .and 
believe that will, which thou haft rather thould, 
come to pafs. . 

2104 Slight not Reputation, it is of very great 

'Ufe;: for it ‘ferves no_fefs to Virtue, than Light 
does to a Picture, to make it appear.” - - 

. a105 ‘Read Men; and ftudy living Libraries: 
this is the moft-ufeful Piece of Learning for thee; 
if thou meaneft to make one in the World. 

2106 Generally fpeaking, it’s better for thee 
to go to the Houfe of Sorrow, than of Mirth: 
for the Holy Days of Rejoycing are moftly the 
Vigils of Repentance. 

. a107 If thou diligently attendeft to thy felf; 
thou wilt feldom fpeak much of others. Where 
art thou when thou art not with thyfelf? 

2108 If thou ufeft thyfelf only to Books, 
thou't be fit for nothing but a. Book: And if 
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roa conv érfeft with no sae thow’lt be. fit to 
converfe with no body. - 
° g1eg Thou mayeit lofe more Reputation in 
sone Day of Liberty and Jollity, than thou canft 
‘ain in a long Courfe of Seriou{nefs. 

2110 Thou wouldeft take any Pains to favé 
thy Body: ahd ‘wilt thaw not be perfuaded to 
take fome, to fave thy Soul. 

21% If thou diflembleft fometimes thy Kiow: 
ledge of what thou art thought to know;- thou 
Shalt be thought at another time to know what 
thou knoweft not. 

2112 In the Fit of Anger me no extream Bit. 
aemefs of Words. -Reveal no Secrets. - Break 
not off thy Bufinefs irrevocably. 

2113 Thou fhouldeff publifh and communi- 
«ate thy Joy to thy Friend ;. but'as mmch as thou 
eanft, conceal and fmother thy Grief. 

2114 Thou art not a wife Man till thou 
ccomeft to know thine own Weaknefles; and canft 
Dear with thtm without telling others of. them. 

2115 Every one’ Hes open to Dahgers; and 
‘thou canft do. no more; but commit thyfelf to 
‘God, in thofe Things which humane Cate i is in- 
fafficient for. 

2116 If thou muft fpeak ; ; it will se Prudence 
an thee always to fpeak laft: and fo thou wilt be 
“Mafter of others Strength before thou: difcoverett 
thy own. 

_: 24117 Pay thy Debts; and thou wilt feel a 
' kind of Pleafure like eafing thy Shoulders of a 
troublefome Weight’; and a freeing thyfelf from 
an Image of Slavery. 

2118 Speak foberly, and advifedly ; ; but not 
fo as if it appeared, thou hearkenedft to thyfelf: 

for 


a = nO emer 


[ 29] | 
for all kind of Affectation and Self-conceit’ is 
naufeous. 

2119 When thou comeft to be fit to appear 
in Bufinefs, thou fhouldelt quit the Education 
of the College: for Action is the proper Fruit 
of Science. 

2120 The more Bufinefs thou createft to thy- 
felf; and the more thou amplifyeft thy Poflef- 
fions; fo much more doft thou expofe thyfelf to: 
the Blows and Injuries of Fortune. 

- 2123 Be {ure leave other Men their Tum es 
fpeak.. Nay if there be any among you that 
would. reign, and take up all the Time, find 
Means to take him off, and bring others on.. ° 

2122 Tho’ thou canft not pull thy Paffions 
out by the Roots; yet ‘it’s in thy Power to hold. 
them down, for a time at Jeaft. 

2123 Jf thou pardoneft thy Enemy that ine 
jured thee, thou fheweft more Virtue, and Mag- 
nanimity in fo doing, than thou wouldeft, if 
thou hadft killed him. 

2124 Thou art to rejoyce heartily, and thank. 
God, that there are others in the World, that. 
are better; and can do more good than thou. 

2125 In Things that thou wouldeft not be 
feen in thyfelf, it’s a Piece of Cunning to fay, 
The World fays; or there is a Speech about. 

_ 2126 Which puts us to moft Pains, to fay noe 
thing but well of others; orto be always find- 
ing fault; and continually {peaking ill of them? 

2127 F aithful Obedience, and not infolent 
' Hope will commend thee to God. If thy Hopes 
be proportionable to thy Obedience, , then they 
are fegular 
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zi28 If thou feekeft only, and art fatisfied 
with the Praife of God and good Men; thou 
wilt look upon the Applaufe of the PECPICS only 
as a Blaft of Air. 

2129 A Miftake about Repentance is fatal, 

therefore know, that whatfoever falls fhort of a 
prefent, univerfal, permanent Change, falls as 
much fhort of Repentance. 
' 2130 There may be as much Generofity 
fhewed in the handfome Acknowledgment of a 
Kindnefs; as there is in the conferring of ‘that 
which deferves fuch an Acknowledgment. 

2131 Do thou but take half the Care of thy 
Soul, that moft Men do of their Bodies; and 
thou wilt be better than moft Men are. 

2132 Give not prefently, and upon flight 
Grounds, Credit to an Accufation, or infamous 
Report: it will make Men fufpeét, thou art ma- 
. heious thyfelf, or foolith, — 

‘+ 2133 HavePatience a while: Slanders: are not 
Jong lived: Truth is the Child of Time, e’re 
long, fhe fhall appear, to vindicate thee.: 

2134 It’s true, thou mayeft not go to School 
to the Devil; but yet thou oughteft to receive 
Knowledge and Sapience from whence foever it 
comes. 

2135 If thou art well with a Great Man, ne- 
ver pretend, nor endeavour to underftand thofe 
Affairs which he would keep fecret. 

2136 Rob not for Burnt-offerings ; nor lie for 
God. ‘It’s a greater Offence and Affront to his 
Majetty, than to rob for Rapin’, and lie for 
Advantage. - 
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2137 Take Care,. that thy Appetités be nei- 
ther mifplaced, nor difproportionate; and then | 

ey cannot hurt. either thee or others. 

- 2138 Affure thyfelf, and fix.it in thy Mind, 

that an unmoveable Quiet, and a lafting Peace: 
can be fet upon no other Foundation, but Vir- 
tue and Holinefs. 

2139 I would have thee underftand, that moft 

of our Mifcarriages proceed from an undue Pre 
ference of ourfelves, and an unequal confider- 
ing of other Mens Interefts. 
- 2140 A good Death is-the Confequence of a 
good Life; therefore live well, that thou mayeft 
die well. And think often of dying,- that thou 
mayeft live. well. 

2141 Opportunity is both fhort’ and uncert 

tain; therefore by no means neglect it. Our 
‘Time is very fhort; but the Time of . doing 
Good is much fhorter.. 
, 2142 Thou couldeft not but blufh often’ 
times for thy very beft Actions; if the World 
did but fee all the Motives upon whieh ey 
were done. 

2143 In Affairs of Confequence, it commort 
ly is not fo much thy Bufinefs to feek Occa 
fions; as to.make' the ‘beft of: thafe that offer 
themfelves. . 

_ 2144 Be not in Converfatton of a dogmat® 
cal, and governing Spirit. An affected Super 
ority fpoils Company: 

2145 Lean not too mucli to thine own Un- 
derftanding ; Men of the beft Judgment are al- 
ways moft ready to confult the Opinion of o- 
‘thers, . 
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_' 2146 If thou committeft a Sin, becaufe thou 
art wilfully Ignorant; the Wilfulnefs of By Ig- 
norance makes thy Sin to be wilful. 
2147 Thou oughteft to be thankful for Deli- 
yerances and Mercies paft : So fhall the Memo+ 
ry of them be able to put off the Senfe of pre- 
fent Miferies. 
2448 Hf thou art one of an ingenuous Mind, 
and a true Penitent, thou wilt with more Difh- 
culty forgive thy felf than God doth. 


2149 If thou beeft alway affecting to fhew — 


thy Wit, thou wilt feldom fail of letting the 
World know thou haft none. 

2150 If thou. weepeft for that thou haft fin- 
“ned, and yet goeft on to fin more, thy wilful 
Guilt will defile thy Tears, but thy Tears will 
not wath off thy Guilt. . 

2151 ,When Grief approacheth thee, if it be 
fmall, endure it, becaufe it is éafy to be bors 
but if it: b¢ froma great Occafion ftill bear it, 
becaufe thy glory is the greater. 

2152 Shght not a Reproach, tho’ it be ut 
terly falfe; for a good Name is no lefs wound- 
ed for the Time with that, than with | a juft 
Crimination. 

2153: Thy firft Step is to refolve well, thy 
next to do well, the uninterrupted Repetition 
of which will at length i improve into an Habit 
-of well doing. 

2154 Thou little knoweft thy felf, if thou 
thinkeft thy felf able enough to preferve thy felf, 
-wife enough to dire¢t thy felf, and good enough 
-to juftify thy felf. 

2155 If thou arta good Man, without doubt 
‘thou wilt find: more Sweetnefs and Satisfaction 

in 


Peg 
in the Way to 'Leaven, caan Sinners do in the 
Wa iy to LH. ty 
- 2156 Ta-pubikck Places .of Divine Worthip, 
avoid Singularity and Hypocrily, . as well as 
| Negligence and Profanenej{s. © . 

2157 Study before hand how to fupprefe: An- 

ger, and cure all Paflions, what to do, and what - 
Evafion to make | in. Time of Danger, Fear, and | 
Surprize. 
"21568 With not the Alteration of Things to 
‘thy Defires,' but model thy Defires. This is in 
thy Power to effect, -the other beyond thy Abi- 
lity to obtain. 

215g Thou canft not be poor if thou haft 
enouzh; thou canft not be rich if thou defireft 
more ; thou canft not be wife if. cee art nét 
-content. 

2160 It’s grievous to Humanity to fuffer In- 
jurics, but more grievous to keep them Secret. 
If thy Heart ‘be full of ‘Trouble, thy Remedy 
will be to unburthen it unto a Friend. 

2161 It were Madnefs to fet thy Heart: much 
on what ’tis impoflible for thee long to enjoy, . 
altho’ there were fomething. here worth the 
‘enjoying. 

2162 Learning an a good Life are both de- » 
firable; but if both cannot be obtained, endea- - 
vour more for*a good Life than for Learn - 
ing. 
2163 When thou overfhooteft thy felf, thoa : 
may’ft make. fome. Ufe. of thy Miftakes, and. 
turn them into Leffons of Inftruction and Cau~_ 
tion. 

2164 If thou haft but Guards within thy 
felf,, ftrong enough to keep Troubles from ° 
Cs breaking - 
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breaking in upon thee, they can never take Pof- 
feffion of thee. 
_ 216§ Since one true Friend is fo difficult to 
be found, if inftead of chufing one thou wilt be 
feeking a Multitude, thou art foolifh, and wilt 
be undone. 

2166 Thou canft not. long continue in the 
RefpeG& thou oweft thy Friend, if thou allow- 
eft thy felf the Liberty to talk of their Faults. 

2167 ’Tis a great Art to know how to. de- 
fire rightly ; unlefs shou beeft well verfed in this, 
. thou canft never live contentedly. . 

2168 "Tis better for thee to be-wife- and not 
-feem fo, than to feem wife and not be fo: Yet 
‘Men, for the moft Part, defire and endeavour 
the contrary. 

2169 Thou needeft not fear all the. Devils in 
-Hell fo much as a falfe Friend; and let. me 
tell thee, fuch are very common. 

2170 If thou art wife, thou wilt take the true 
Value of every Thing, not from its Rarity or 
Difficulty, but from its Utility to thee in Life. 

217%. If thou doft good principally for thy 
own. Satisfaction, thou wilt not be. much trou- 
bled to have Men judge of thy Actions. contrary 
40.thy Merit. © 
-. 2872, With all-thy Power keep-thy-felf from 

being of a fraward, penfive Spirit , for. that flips 
over all the Pleafures of Life, and feizes and 
feeds on nothing but Bitters. - 

2173: If thou; haft known. how to- live with 
Conftancy, and in Quiet, thou fhalt know how 
to die fo too; for thy End. _ not eahily be. dif- 
eee from the. ae | i 

2174. Take 
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2194 Take heed «hat thou afkeft, and’ be- 
‘ware what thou deniett; for if Difcretion guide 
thee not, there may be a great Deal of Danger 
in both: be ane . 

2175 Spit not thy Friend out from’ thy 
Tongue, nor laugh hinr into an Enemy. Gall 
‘in Mirth is an ill Mixture, and fometimes Truth 
is Bitternefs. ss 

2176 ’T will’ be Prefumption it thee, and 
not Piety, fo to truft a good Caufe, as not to 
‘ufe all lawful and likely means to maintaig it. | 

21477 FF thou doeft the Thing that is good, 
and intendeft not that good which thou doeft, 
it is a good Action, but not well done. 

2178 If thy Companion cannot make thee 
- better, nor thou‘ him good, ’twere-better that 
‘thou leave him ill; than that he make thée 
-worle. 

2179 Do not dwell too long upon a weak 
Side. Touch and go away. ‘Take Pleafure't 
ftay when thou canft commend. 3 

2180 Let this Contemplation moderate tHy 
Defires, that all Worldly Profit or Pleafure is. 
-correfpondent to-a like Meafure of Anxiety.and 
-Wearifomenefs. | 

2181 Never venture to difpute againft any 
Thing of Experiment, or Matter of Fad, 
which thow haft not feen, or art not‘very well’ 
affured of. 

2182 Account the Pleafure of commending » 
and being obeyed to be but’in the fecond Rank- 
of Pleafures, but that of loving and being ‘be- 
loved in the firft. 
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_-2483 Hf thou wouldeft not have thy Credu- 
Jity abufed, thou haft.fcarce a fecurer Way, than 
to let thy Belief run quite counter to Reports. . 

2184 If thou decteeft for either Party before 
thou haft heard. them both, thy Sentence may 
be juit, but thou thy felf art unjuft. 

2185 Be not too eager in counfelling others : 
The ill Succefs (which happens frequently. to- 
good Advice) will be laid to thy Charge, and: 
the good feldom thanked. 

_ 2186 Anger is a profefled Enemy to Counfel. 
If thou counfelleft a Man in Paffion gently, thou. 
art-defpifed; if thou urgeft it vehemently, he’s 
provoked the more. | 

2187 Never put thy felf (when thou canft / 
‘help it) into the Power of any Perfon, unlefs: 
thou canft probably tell how he will deal with: 
thee. | | | 

2188 ’Tis not fafe to open the Clofets of our 
Hearts to wba Traveller: We may lend our: 

Ears and our Tongues to many, to. whom we 
muft not truft our Hearts. 

2189 He. that loves thee moft extreamly,. 
may as extreamly hate thee; therefore mode- 
yate and fober Friendfhip is much preferable to. 

_ paffionate Love. , a | 

2190 Make not a Friend of one tHat is apt 

to babble out all he knows. Secrecy is a necef- 

_ fary Qualification, and an unfailing Mark of a. 
.. true Friend. 

*  a1gt If thou art vain-glorious thou wilt 

_get nothing. by it, but the general Hatred and 

Averfion of other Men. 

2192 Thow muft either have the Command 
ef thy Money, or thy Money mutft be thy pen 
er. 
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fter.. There is no Mean between thefe two Ex- 
tremes. 

2193 All the wii. chou lived ill thou haft 
the Troubic, Diiraction, and Inconveniencies 
of Life, but not the Sweets and true Ufe 
of it. | 

2194 Pretend not to be devout beyond all 
Examples of others in thy Condition, for thou 
wilt thereby prejudice the aces Men had of 
thy Sincerity. 

2195 Thou wilt never attain to Quiet in this 
Life, till thou haft conquer’d the Love of the 
World, and the Fear of Death. 

2196 Since nothing here below is certain, 
thou fhouldeft feldom purchafe any thing with- 
great Hazard, and never with Guilt. 

2197 If thou endeavoureft to have that re- 
ceived for a Certainty, which thou doft not 
know to be fo, thou offendeft againft Truth. 

2198 Aim at the pleafing of a few, and bé 
content to let the reft run away with Turés and 
Infidels, who make the greater Number of Man- 
kind. 

2199 Follow the Judgment of the Wife,-and 
the Cuftoms of the Vulgar. Keep thy Thoughts 
to thy felf. Allow the People thy common ae 
tions and Outfides. 

2200 Always ufe thy felf to be diffdent of 
the. firft Opinion thou takeft up of a Man, and 
never fix thy Judgment without due Delibera- 
tion. 

2201 Thou may’ft account this one of the 
great Advantages of Society, that not only the 
Affiftance, but even the Misfortunes.of others 
may be of Ufe to thee. | ) 
| 2202 Does 
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2202 Does thy Brother err? And why may’ ft 

thou not as juftly quarrel with the Diftempers 
of his Body, as the Imperfections of his: Mind. 
- 2203 In Queftions. of Importance, if thou 
canft not fay enough, endeavour handfomely to 
get off, and fay nothing at all: ’Tis better not 
to attempt than fail. 

2204 Fhe World cannot but conclude, that 
either thou art wife, or wilt foon be fo, if thou 
keepeft Company with thofe that are efteemed 
fuch. 

2205 Talk not in mix’d Company of Things 
thou haft in Difference with others : Perhaps 
fome that are there, may not be of thy Side, 
-when they hear it. 

2206 If thou art a true Friend thou wilt per- 
form without much promifing before, and with- 
-gut boafting afterwards. 

2207 How extravagant foever a common 
Mode may be, thou wouldeft yet be more ex- 
travagant, if thou refufeft, in fome Sort, to 
comply with it. 

2208 In ferious Subjects avoid a florid Stile; 
it toucheth only the Fancy, and maketh no 
Impreffion upon the Judgment. 

-. 2209 It would be better for thee to overcome 
thy own Defires and Inclinations, than all thy o- 
ther-Enemies. Iwifh thou wert fecure of thyfelf. 

2210 It: would‘ be an execrable Thing if thou . 
fhouldeft wilfully deprive thy felf and me alfo of 
Imuortality, which thou doeft, if thou feekeft 
not to have Wife and Children. 

221 Be not eafily Exceptious, nor rudely 
Familiar; the one will: breed Contention, the-o- 
ther Contempt. 
2212 Ne- 
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z212 Never accufe any to a great’ Mar, ‘une. 
Tefs thou art fure he will credit thee; for other- 
wife he will ruin thee, if fit Occafion happens. 

2213 Thy Love to God muft not be a Flath 
or Fit, but a fteddy and well fettled Affection ; 
an Affection that has the Warmth of Paffion, 
and the Firmnefs of Habit. 

2214 When thou art in the Company of La- 
dies behave ecivity, and fhew good Breeding. 
They. will eafily pardon a Man’s Want of Senfe, - 
but rarely his Want of Manners. 

2215 -If thou borroweft but upon juft Necef- 


fity, and never faileft to pay upon-Promife; thou / 


wilt never want a.kind Friend to lend: thee when 
thou art at a Pinch. 

2266 Dare not to be guilty of ill. Things, 
tho’ thou. wert fure to be fecret and unpunifh- 
ed. Confcience will fit upon ‘it,. and: that is 
Witnefs, Jury, Judge, and Executioner. 

2217 If thou art without Paflion, thou. art 
Iefs than a Beaft? If thou art without Reafon, 
thou art below a. Man? ’Tis not a Folly to 
have Paffion, but to want Reafon. 

2218 Be notlightly deceived: Excefs of good 
Words, and Refpect leave room to fufpect they 
are fhewed to cover fomething which is to gain 
Admittance under a Difguife. 

. 2219 Conquer thyfelf;. ‘Till thou haft done 
that thou art a Slave: for it is almoft as well for 
thee to be in gublecticn: to another’s Appetite, as 


thy own.. 


. 2220. In the Height of: Profperity. thou 
fhouldeft chiefly confult thy Friends, and allow 
thems more ss uRHONE over: thee than at other 
tmes.. | 

2221 Be- 
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2221 Beftow-not Benefts without Diftinc- - 
tion and Difcretion; yet without Dificulry or 
Delay: And make. every ‘indnefs double, by 
timely and freely beftowing of it. . 

2222 Let not Modefty take away thy Cou-. 
rage in a good Caufe: ‘but Jet not thy Courage 
incline to Impudence in a profperous one. 

. 2223 In all thy ACions know God fees thee ; 
and in all his Actions labour to-fee him: That 
will. make thee fear him; TI his will’ make thee» 
love him. 

2224 If thou. wilt breed: wp a Boy to be add : 
for any thing when. he comeés to be a Man, - 
‘thoy muft not {pare him when young... 

2225 Be not hafty to marry; it’s better to 
have one Plough going than two Cradles: and ° 
more-Profit to have a Barn filled, . than.a Bed. 

2226 In-Company let nothing be boyifh, dif- - 
dainful, or affected.. Nothing more engages - 
the Affections-of Men, than a handfome Ad- - 
drefs and graceful.Converfation. . 

2227 If thou art innocent; thou fhouldeft no - 
more afflict thyfelf when thou art faid to be 
guilty, than if it fhould be faid = art ac 
-when-thou art wel. 

2228 Since thou mutt die eaoniyc if cone 
cerns thee to take all Care, that thou -may’ft die 
happily; and that. wneuy depends. upon. thy 
living well.’ 

2229 When thou art under a Temptation to 
commit Sin; confider before-hand what Strength . 
thou haft to bear the Fire of Hel, and the Rage 3 
of Devils.. 

2239 When thou fale of thy. End, : or de- 
fired Succefs in any Undertaking, be not 

‘troubled ; 
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troubled; but confider thou waft born to en- 
counter Evil, as well as to enjoy Good, in this 
mortal State. 
' 2231 Tho’ thou wert never fo good by thy 
Nature; yet the beft Natures that are have acca 
of fome Method to guide them, and pirections 
do never any hurt to Virtue. 

2232 So long as thou art ignorant, be not 
afhamed to learn. Ignorance is the greateft of 
all Infirmities; and when jutified, the chiefeft 
of all Follies. 

2233 Reckon upon Benefits well placed, asa 
Treafure that is laid up; and account thyfelf the 
richer for that which thou giveft a worthy Per- 
fon. 

2234. See that thou love by Degrees; left by . 
beftowing all thy Love in Woing, thou leaveft 
none when thou comeft to Marrying. 

2235 Make:an inviolable League with thy 
Eyes, never to fix on that Object with Defire, 
which thou may’ft not lawfully. enjoy. 

- 2236 Whatever Difappointments thou meets 
eft with, they fhould only make thee underftand 
Fortune the better; and not repine at her the 
more. | 

2237 If ever thou comett to retire ork the 
World; thy firft-Work will be to eradicate -all 
Lutfts, ot the fecond to get the Art of Think- 
ing. 
22 38 Run not thyfelf into a large Acquaint- 
ance, and various Familiarities; for thereby 
thou wilt fet open thy Gates to Invaders, that 


will plunder thee of thy precious Time. 


2239 There is no fooling with Life by Ex 
pectations, and Attempts, when it is turned of 
forty. 
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forty. The feeking of a Fortune then, is but’a 
defperate After-game. 

2240 Be not fufpicious, cenforious, or fret- 
ful; for.without much Candour, Simplicity, and. 
making the beft of every thing, there is no 
living in Society with Mankind. 

2241 Let thy Gift be fomething that is laft- 
~ jng and durable; for it will ferve as a Monitor to 
mind the Receiver of the Obligation, which the 
Prefenter cannot fo handfomely do otherwife. 

2242 It was the Advice of I know not what 
Sage, that every married Man fhould:think there 
was but one good Woman in the World; and 
that his own Wife was fhe: and fo he would be 
fure to live contented. 

2243 If thou perfevereft in Wickednefs, and 
makeft Ufe.of the Name of Mercy, only for a- 
Countenance to thy: _Impieties ; thou. doft but 
mock. the Almighty, and haft no Title to his 
Mercy.. 

2244 Care not fo much to: -fernith thyfelf 
out with Opinions, that are uncommon and ° 
Jearned;. as with fuch as may make thee eafyy 
and be convenient for Life.. 

2245 Thy Paffions ought to be thy Servants, 
not thy Mafters; and fhould give thee fome A- 
gitation, for Entertainment or Exercife; but 
fhould never throw Reafon out of its Seat. 

2246 Be not Heraclitus, but Democritus; weep 
not, but laugh at the World. And where Pru- 
dence cannot avail thee, let thy Contempt and 
Scorn meet its Malice. 

2247 Be careful to avoid thofe Things in thy- 
Self, which do commonly difpleafe thee in others. 
, ce ies =: As 
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As thy Eye obferveth others ; fo art thoualfo no- 
ted again by others. 

2248 What Matter is it, how much, and 
what thou fuffereft, if fo be thou may’ft at length 
attain Salvation? Heaven can’t be a dear Pur- 
saat coft what it will. 

249 Whatfoever thou giveft to God befides 
thyfelf is of little Account in his Sight: for he 
feeks not any Gift of thine, but thyfelf. 

2250 When thouart in.the Company of thy 
Betters for Senfe and Prudence, it is as much 
more advifeable to hear than to fpeak, as it is 
more profitable to reap than to fow. . 

2251 It isin Reputation, as it is in Money ; 
there muft be Care taken both in the Getting of 
it, and in the Ufe of it: for thou fhalt have 
perpetual Occafion for it. 

- 2292 Difappointments and Croffes that come 
not by thy own F olly, or Negligence, are Cor- 
rections of Heaven ;° and it is thy own Fault if 
they prove not to thy Advantage. . 

. 2253 As it-was neceffary, that God fhould 
become like Man on Earth to purchafe Felicity 
for thee; fo muft thou be like God in Heaven, 
before thou comeft to poffefs it. 

2254 In judging of thyfelf: if Confcience 
either can not, .or will not inform thee, there is 
a certain Thing called Self-love, that will be 
fure to deceive thee. | 

2255 ‘The greateft Honour thou cantt do to 
God or good Men, is to endeavour to be like 
them; to exprefs their Virtues, and reprefent 
them to the World .in thy. Life. 

"2256 Whatfoever thou giveft to the Poor is 
ney si and out of the Reach. af 
Fortune 
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Fortune, becaufe it is laid up in Heaven; where 
ea may "ft expect the Retum and Recompence 
Of it. — 

- 2257 So deliberate, that thou may’tt tefalve: 7 
fo refolve, that thou may’ft perform: fo perform, 

- that thou may’ft perfevere. Mutability is the, 
Badge of Infirmity. - 

‘2258 If thou fareft well, enjoy it to thyfelf,. 
and do not cry Roaft-meat. If thou fheweft thy 
Treafure to a. Thief,. thou art the Occafion of 
thy own Pillage. . 

2259 When thou telleft another any thing. 
that thou art not well affured of, fuppefe him: 
to be thy Enemy at prefent; or in bis Rotation. 
of Thought may be fo hereafter. 

2260 If thon giveft the Reins to Senfuality,. 
and fhutteft not the Door to Liberty, thou fhalt 
have what to think on by Day, and alfo where- 
fore to weep by Night. 

- 2261 There is nothing whereby thou may’tt 
fooner difcern a Man to be wife or foolifh, thai. 
to fee how he behaveth in Adverfity ; and how 
he reapeth Profit by Sicknefs. 
2262 Thou may’ft have the Speculation of 
Things, and the Method: how: to effect them 
yet if thou wanteft Diligence, Courage and Ad- 
drefs for Execution, thou’lt do nathing. . . 
2263 ‘Thou art.of a good Spirit, if thou can 
meet thy Enemy without Hatred; and returm 
him Kindnefs, (where it can be) inftead of Re- . 
vyenge. 
. 2264 Let it frequently come into thy 7 
Thoughts, that Death lyeth in Wait for thee; 
and may catch thee (as it hath many others) any 
where, fuddenly, and amawares. — 
es | | 2265 Thou. 
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' .9265 Thou wilt find great Peace and Pleafure 
in being: uninterefted in other Mens Affairs; and 
adifengaged from being their Warranty; and re- 
fponfible for what they do. 

‘2266 To reform all others, and fet them 
wight, is impoflible; what haft thou then to do, 
‘but to defpife all little capricious Humours, and 
amend thyfelf. 

2267' If thou defireft the Love of God anid 
Man, be humble ; for the proud Heart, as it 
- loveth none but itfelf ; fo is it beloved by none 

but by itfelf. 

2268 To make thy Life pleafant and me 
thou muft ufe Variety in’ pafling it: and fome- 
times feek out Company, when thou haft been 
long without it, and art tired. , 

2269 Thy Grief will augment. and gather 
— mew Force, if thou be’ft too fenfible of it; but 

on the contrary, if thou beareft ' patiently, it 
bales diminifh by Degrees. 

‘2270 Enterprize no Defign, the failing where- 

4n may bring thee mdre Difgrace and Lofs, than 
the Succefs can gain thee Honour and Proft: “for 
it’s plainly an unequal Lay. 
2271 Every one has his Share of Abiliti les. 
‘Thou wilt moftly fucceed, if thou goeft not be- 
yond thy own; and doft not fet them at work 
upon other Mens Projects. 

2272 "Loo much Converfation and unprofit- 
able Vifits will make thy Life foft, and effemi- 
nate, Much Bufiriefs and fometimes Company, 
will make it pleafant and ufeful. 

2273 If thou ufeft thyfelf to talk much, chee 
wilt be like unfortified Frontier-Towns, that are 
omen expofed to the Infults of Enemies. 


2274. Con- 
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2274 Contend not with thofe that: are much 
‘below thee. Thou wert better forgive the Debt, 
-where thou canft not recover fo much as the 
Charges. 

2275 Be not fo wedded to thy own Opinion 

as to think none can be-in the Right but thou. 
‘Why may not. another claim the fame. nery 
to judge of thine? 
: 2276 Let thy: Prayers for Temporal T hings 
be always with a.Provifo, if‘God pleafe: but in 
Petitions for Spiritual Things thou may’ft be 
peremptory. 


2277 Learn Wifdom by others Folly ; and: 


beware of the Rock they fplit upon. . This is 
the Advantage of him who comes after, that he 
fees with more Eyes than-his own. ©. - 5 | 

4278 If thou defireft to attain the Art of Con- 
verfing, learn to do it without Art. For.Con- 
verfation, if it be among Friends, ought. to. ‘be 
as eafy as one’s Cloaths. 

2279 Study fuch Things as ate of Ufe rather 
than of Oftentation. And rathet' with ‘the-Bee 
endeavour: to gather Honey, than. like: the filly 
Butter-fly to paint thy Wings. -: 

. 2280 Efteem not a Man wholly upon the Ac- 
count of his Family: He is the beft Gentleman 
that ‘is the Son of his own Deferts; and-not the 
degenerated Heir of another's Virtue. a 

2281 Thou may’ft always efcape with Pa- 
tience at’ one of thefe Outlets; either by not 
hearing Slanders; or by. not believing them: or 
not by regarding ‘the Thing; or by forgiving 
the Perfon. 


2282 Thou art not Mafter of what thou haft 


aes ; but may’ft: difpofe of what thou haft 
: not 
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not fpoken as thou wilt; and cantt fy its ornot 
fay it, as‘thou pleafeft. .. 

- 2283: Avoid Idlenefs: God would never have 
‘delivered a Soul into a Body which has Arms 
and Legs, but becaufe it was'interded the Mind 
fhould employ them. 

' 2284 If thou hafta fufficient Ginpethicy to 
live upon in thy Station; and thou be’ft not 
content with it, and thankful for it; thou nei- 
ther knoweft God, nor honoureft him. 

- 2285 Point not too much upon Time to 
come. It’s poflible thou may’ft live to old Age, 
becaufe fome few do fo; but it’s more likely, 
thou fhalt not, becaufe there are more that die 
young. 

2286 If shou trufteft:in any conhdetabie Mat- 
ter the Man that hath once: voluntarily deceived 
thee; thou Jofeit the Right of pate well agate 
with by any body after. 

2287 Make prudent Hafte ; it’s better ta a 
Jeifurely, and reft now and then, than to run 
full drive, and lofe thy Breath and Strength, and 
fo. fail in thy. Journey. © 

2288 If thou only refolveft to ean 
after, thou certainly refolveft not to amend now; 
and therefore thou art in no State of Repen- 
tance, nor in the Way of Mercy. 

2289 Profecute with the greateft Faith. and 
Conftancy not what pleafeth thee ‘from an ani- 
mal or carnal Senfes but what thy Roniciance 
judges to he firnply the ‘beft. : 

2290 If thou wouldeft enter upon Kee with 
Advantage, ‘thou muft take Care to be regular, 

and fignificant in thy Youth.: This is the Way 
to make both Mind and Body eafy. 
2291 Marry 
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’..2agt (Marry not upon the mere Account of 
Beauty and amorous Defires: it’s a moft come 
mon ‘Thing in that Cafe for Conjugal Intelli- 
gence to fail inalitle Time. 

2292 Exercife thyfelf in Expectation of E- 

vils; fo while the Mind Pleafeth itfelf in Think- 
ing, I am not thus yet, it prepareth itfelf againit 
it may be fo... 
- .2293 Let the Fall of others excite in thee 
Pity towards them, Caution to thyfelf, and 
Thankfulnefs to God, if he hath hitherto pre- 
ferved thee from the like. 

2294 It’s better in thee to keep the Poor from 

Starving, than.to feaft Knaves. Forty.Shillings 
among the Indigent will do more good, than 
nie the Sum {pent in treating the Rich. 
' 2295 With fober Patience,. and wife Con- 
defcenfion, thou fhalt many times effect that, 
which Rafhnefs and Choler would certainly ruin 
and undo. 

2296 He that faved thy Life, hath, ina fort 
made a Purchafe of it: and tho’ he doth for- 
bear to call for it, yet it feemeth, that upon the 
like Mou oweft ithim. — 
| 2297 We commit every Day, without Thinks 
ing, a thoufand little Faults againft others: be 
thou therefore willing to give the Charity and 
Goodnefs, which thou canft not but defire. 

2298 It’s:beft. to obferve a Mean, and marry 
one neither too rich, nor too poor; for the Poor 
bringeth into her Hufband’s Houfe Neceflity, 
and the Rich Servility. 

_ 2299 Let thy Library lie in thy Head, and in 
thy Heart. Thou haft no more ‘Learning ae 
‘ . Ww 
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what thou eatick about thee.: ‘That which lies 
only in thy Books, is thy Author’s, not thine. 
2300 Seck thy Confolation in thy own Heart, 
as wife Men do; and when thou haft done all 
that lies in thee to deferve a good Reputation, 
defpife an ill one. 
‘2301 Entertain Detraétions with tingling 
Ears, flow Belief and Bluthes for the Defamer, 
as well as the Defamed; a dejected Countenance, 
excufing Tongues, or diftafting Silence. 
2302 Be content with a Competency ; a great 


Fortune is not neceflary to the Attainment of — 


Faith, Hope, .and Charity: and if thou beeft 
endowed with. thefe, thou. canft not be mife- 
rable. 

‘*2303° What Friends foever thou haf; yet 
don’t neglect thyfelf: for tho’ thou thouldeft 
have a thoufand, none of all them loves thes 
inore, than thou oughteft to love thyfelf. _ 

. 2304. Truft not any for the Vehemence of 
his ‘Afleverations: ‘Truth and Honefty have no 
Occafion’ for- loud’ Proteftations, Oaths, . and 
Cyrics ; but love to be plain and open-hearted. 

2305 If it were enough, to repent the laft 
Day of thy Life; yet how canft thou be fure 
to do that; unlefs thou. doeft it this very Day? 
fince this Day may be (for ought thou knoweft) 
thy lat. 

23064 Thou wilt never be well ferved, unlefs 
thou carrieft an Efteem with thy Servants. They: 
fhould be'tcadier to believe their Mafter’s Conr 
mands and Orders are aie, than difpute it a- 
mong themfelves. | 

2307 Tho’ Friendthip is the chiefeft Comfort 
of Life; yet I would not have thee multiply 

D Friendfhips, 
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Friendthips. ‘Why fhouldeft thou give many 
' Keys to that Cabinet where thy chiefeft ‘Trea- 
fure lies? 

2308 If Envy, which never dies, and feldom 
fleeps, is content fometimes to be in a flumber, 
it will be very unfkilful in thee to make a Noife, 
by witty Taunts and Jeers to awaken it. 

2309 The wife Forefight of a Danger, or an 
Evil, may be a Thing of no fmall Advantage to 
thee ; for as much as it may either fhew thee 
how to prevent it, or teach thee how to bear it. 

_ 2310 Be not over cautious; nothing doth 
anore precipitate a Man into Danger, than too 
eager aDefire of keeping far from it. Too much 
Prudence often concenters with Impudence it~ 
delf. 

~ 2311 Thou feeleft Pleafure and Pain from 
the fame Objects which thus affect other Men. 
But I would have thee feel them with Indiffe- 
rence; not fuffering thy Underftanding and 
a to participate with thy Paffion and 

enfe. | 

2312 There is a Religious Dexterity, by 
which chou may’ft in the midft of worldly Bufi- 
nefs, make to thyfelf Paths of Innocence, and 
walk free from the Contagion of the World. 
2313 What art thou the worfe if a vain talka- 
tive Fellow think thee too referved? or if he 
whofe foolifh Levity is his Difeafe call thee dull, 
becaufe thou vapoureft not all thy Spirit mto 
Froth? | | 

' 2314 If thou in every thing feareft, thou 
fhalt not do well; thou wilt at length do al! 
things ill; If thou too much apprehende*t: » >o~ 
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fible Shame, thou’lt forget that which fhould de- 
fend thee againft it, = | ; 

2315 Be content if thou haft many above 
thee. Tum thy Eye upon thofe that are under 
thee. If thou haft no Infertors, have Patience 
a while, and thou fhalt have no Superiors. 
_ 2316 Let thy fpare Time be fpent in Read 
ing, in Meditating, or Difcourfing. By the rt 
thou converfeft with the Dead: by the fecond 
with ‘Thyfelf; by the laft with the Living.  - 

2317 There is much to be got by Humility: 
He that looked downward faw the Stars in the 
Water ; but he that looked upward could not fee 
the Waters in the Stars. yt 

2318 Be not too hafty in Bufinefs, but think 
again; for fecond Thoughts are beft. Noah's 
‘Dove brought the Branch of Olive home at her 
fecond Journey. oS 

2319 If thou lookeft abroad, and bringeft in- 
to one Day’s Thoughts the Evil of many Days, 
certain and uncertain; what will be, and what 
will never be; thy Load will took intolerable, as 
it is unreafonable. ae a 

2320 Truft not an Enemy, becaufe thou haft 
done him good Offices; for Men. are naturally 
more prone to revenge Injuries, than requite 
Kindneffes. 

2321 We call it good Humour to ufe all 
manner of Freedom in our Converfations: But 
have thou a Care; for it’s very often feen, that 
People interpret that il, which was meant well. 

' 2322 Truft not to a bodily Devotion; and 
think not to compenfate with it for a good Life; 
if thou doft fo, thou art like the fick Man, that 
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eats-up his Phyfician’s Bill, inftead- of taking the 
Medicines it contains. 
» 2323 The Morning is not fo fit a Time to 
beg a Favour, as the Afternoon: becaufe the 
good Temper of our Souls depends wholly on 
that of our Badies; we are not fo well difpofed 
before Meat as after. . 
«2324 That which ee art atianied to do in 
the Sight:of Men for the Turpitude of it; thou 
fhouldeft,be much more afhamed to do in the 
Sight of the Angels, and even of God himéelf, 
when thou artalane. 
a. 2325 Squander not away thy Life in Paft- 
imes: There’s but little need to drive away 
Time, which is ever flying away fo {wiftly of 
itfelf; and when once gone is gone for ever. _ 

2326. If thou wouldeft fecure thyfelf from 
the higheft Degree, thou muft watch againft the 
Joweft ; as-he that would prevent an Inundation, 
muft have an lee to the imalleft Breach in his 
‘Banks. 
1. 2327, if tha u ‘Gnkett. uinder’ every. crofs Acci- 
‘dent; and fit whinelt, and complaineft, crying 
out upon every; Touch of Fortune; - thou art a 
mean, degenergus Soul, below: the Dignity. of 
our reafonable Nature. 

- 4328 Thofe that thou findeft impatient of in- 
‘nocent Mirth, or: profitable -Difcourfe, thou 
may’ft affure thyfelf, are:dangcrous Company 3; 
-and can never. benefit thee. 

2329 If thou, delivereft up’ ‘thy felf to thy Pa- 
‘late, and thy Lufts, thou wilt be the moft mife- 
rable of Mortals. Thy Pleafure will be fhort, 
and prefently will turn to Naufeoufnefs ; and the 
End of it will be Shame and Repentance. 

2330 Live 
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2330 Live not to thyfelf alone; but have it 
in Mind, that we are all Members of one Body: 
and it is as natural to help’one another, as for 
the Hands to help the Feet; and the Eyes the 
Hands. 

233 Believe not any thing of either Scandal, 


or Misfortune till thou art very certain of it: 


For many probable Things prove falfe: and a 
fhort Time may make-Evidence of the une 
doubted Truth. 

-. 2332 The good Offices thou doft: foria Man 


in Want, fhould: be known only to thofe that 


have the Benefit of them. Many a modeft Man 
ftands in need of Help, that has not the.Face to 
confefs it. 

2333 There are aWortd of Phings neceflary 
to be ftudied and learned: and therefore thou 
fhouldeft difcharge thy Mind-of fuch Things as 
are unaccelary, to make Way for eter Mat- 
ters. : 

: 2434 If thou art: a good Man, and defervett 

well, :and yet art ill fpoken of, thou oughteft te 
go on in thy virtuous Courfes, and not be trou- 
bled, and ftopped any more than the bright 
Moon is at the barking of Currs. , 
- 2335° In difcourfing fomething is to be indul- 
ged to common Civility ; ‘more to Intimacies and 
Endearments and Friendfhip; and a Competen- 
cy to thefe recreative Difcourfes, which main~ 
tain the Cheerfulnefs of Society. 

2336 If thou art wife, thou wilt contrac the. 
Subjects, both of thy Joys, and thy Fears: ‘and 
it will be ‘Time and Pains well fpent fo to abate 
the one, that-thou a likewife diminith the 
other, x 3 
— D 3. 2337 What 
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- 2337 What Extremeties have fome Men en- 
dured for the Ambition and Intereft of other 
People? and fhalt not thou venture the crofling 
ra an intemperate Luft, for the Conqueft of thy- 
felf. ? a3 

2338 Thy Life ought not:to be taken up in 
empty Impertinencies, and phantaftical Idea’s 5 
but in ufeful Pragtice. Wifdom is the Refult of 
Experience, and Experience of repeated Acts. 

2339 Turn thy Eyes into thyfelf; and be- 
wdre thou judge nat others. In judging of 
others, thou’lt often err, and do thyfelf no good ; 
in difcufing thyfelf, thou’lr find out what thou 
oughiett tamend. =. : 

2340 When thou receiveft Injuries, if thou 
art a good Man, thou’lt be more concern’d for 
the Malice of thy Adverfary, than for thy own 
Wrongs: and wilt be fooner moved to Compaf- 
fion than Anger, it Bs Sees 

2341 In the Hour of Mirth take heed; for 
when thou art in the Height of Jollity; thou. art 
apt to be heedlefs, and fhew 'thy Failings; ‘like 
the Moon which difcovers her Spots moit when 
fhe is brighteft. 

2342 Books and Study teach only Generals, 
Experience informs us in Particulars, and giveth 
us the beft and only ufeful Knowledge, and fo 
it’s Multitude of ‘Years only that can make thee 
experimentally and truly wife. | 

2343 It will much tend to thy Peace to be 
filent of others, and not to believe promifcuoufly 
dll that is faid, nor eafily to report what thou 
haft heard, nor to lay thy felf open to many. 

: 2344 Because thou art afmaid to be defpifed, 
therefore thou wilt not be reprehended for thy 
oa . : Faults, 
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Fanits, but feekeft the Shades of Extufes. But 
this is concealing of Ulcers, for ‘fear-of being 
eured., 

2345 Words of Seandal are but Words, ‘they 
fly thro’ the Air, but hurt-thee not, unlefs thou. 
teceivet them. In fhort, if thou beeft guilty, 
be willing to amend, if thou-beeft innocent, re+ . 
folve to fuffer. 

2346 In all thy Affairs ftrengthen thy felf 
with a cheerful Spirit, and good Hopes. The 
fearing to become miferable makes Men often- 
times become that. which they. fear, and {o turns 
their imaginary falfe Fear into. Miferies cere 
tain. 

2347 When the laft Hous fhall come thoa 
wilt have a far different Notion, and Opinion 
ef Things, and of thy whole Life that is paft, 
and be exceeding forry (but all in vain) Sg 
thou haft been fo remifs and earelefs. 

' 2348 Be not fo proudly conceited, and in 
love with thy felf, as to believe nathing is good 
or bad, juft or unjuft, neceflary or needlefs, but 
enly thofe Things that are for or againft thy 
particular Opinion, Intereft, or Pheafure. : 

2349 ‘So pfeat a Part of the Comfort of Life 
depends upon a Man’s good Correfpondence 
with thofe that are near about him, that I think 
thou canft not love thy felf unlefs. thou lover 
thy Nighbour alfo. , 

2350 When there is no Recreation or Buf- 
nefs for thee abroad, then may’ft thou havea 
Company of honeft old Fellows, in leatherh 
Jackets in thy Study, which may. find tlige ex- 
cellent Divertifement at home. 
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3352 I would have thee have Underftanding, 
but not a Flux at the Mouth. . Foo much Rear 
foning looks like jangling. If thou hadft a fo- 
tid: Judgment; thou wilt reafon nd more than 
what is fit, 

2352 Truft not sae tiinbaiouny to ‘thy Rex 
pentance and Refolution of Amendment; Na- 
ture will fometimes lie buried a great while, and 
yet revive upon Occafion of 2 Temptation. 


2353 When thou doeft a Kindnefs, do it - 


frankly before it be afked, for it will be received 
with a greater Senfe of Obligation, becaufe thou 
thereby. difburtheneft thy Friend of that Bafh+ 
fulnefs and Fear of Repulfe, which commonly 
attends afking.  - 

2354 If thou fhunneft thy own Company, it 
looks as tho’ thou thinkeft all others better than 
thy felf, otherwife thou wouldeft not forfake oy 
felf thus, to be with them. | - 

' 4355 Railery mutt be fine and’ delicate; and 
ifuch as rather ferves to heighten.and watm' Con- 
verfation, when it begins to flag and-cool, than 
to affront and offend the Perfons which compote 
the Afflembly.- 

. 2356 If thou engroffeft the Talk, thou en- 
forceft Silence upon the reft of the Company, 
and fo art prefumed to look on them only as thy 
‘Auditors and! Pupils, whilft’ thou ws | 
dictateft to them. 

. 2357. Fis better for thee to be Umpire or 
Arbitrator between Strangers than thy Friends} 


for of the Strangers thou may’ft make one thy . 


Friend, but among ye F riends thou fhalt make 
one thy Enemy. 


2358 I 


- = 


C $7 J 

2358 I tell thee, it is a very difficult and pain- 
ful Thing to be continually watching the Senfes, 
that Temptatidm do not break in: And the 
Heart,..that its Cofruptions break not out. . 

_ 2359 It is not fo difficult as thou may’ft think: 
to acquire Virtue. . Thou wilt go a great. Way: 
towards it, if thou fupporteft bad Fortune with-. 
out Repining, and. enjoyeft Profperity without 
Arrogance... . 

- 2360 Tho’ Reafon isnot. to be relied upon: 
as a Guide univerfally fufficient to direét thee. 
always what to do, yet-it:is generally .to be 
trufted to, and obeyed when. it tells thee what 
thou art not to do. 

. 2361 The higher thy Employment or: Stition: 
is, be aflured the more obnoxious art thou to: 
Perils from without, from therm that watch for 
thy-Hakting, and from within, from thy — 
ful Heart. . 

2362 Thou ander in need of Grace more: 
than thy daily Bread ; becaufe the Confequence 
of the Want-of the former is of more Danger: 
_ than the latter, by fo much as the Soul is more, 

valuable than the Body... os 

+ 2363 To conquer Vices and greater . Sins, 
thou muft ftifle them in the: Birth, fuppreé ithe, 
firft Motion of them, .and-meet: the Pempta=: 
tion with an Act of. Virtue. contrary: to it. ai 

2364 If thou too’much.defireft to be: thought 
a wife Man, .it will hinder thee from being fe;.. 
for thou wilt be more _folicitous to let the World., 
fee what. Knowledge thou hatt,: than to: learns 
what thou wantctt. ge 

2365 A gréat Reputation is a ae ‘Charge, 


very hard: for.a Man to acquit himielf. well of. 
D5 . Tul 
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I'll tell thee my very Thought. An obfcure Life 
is more natural the more eafy. < 

2366 ‘Thy Mind will never be raifed to its. 
“true Pitch and Height, till thou haft, in fome 
Meafure, conquered the Fondaefs of Life, and 
flavifh Fear of Death, and made them fabje& 
to Reafon. 

2367 If thou revileft the Good, thou art un- 
juft, becaufe they deferve it not. If thou revi- 
left the Bad, thow art unwife, for its likely they 
may be too hard for thee at that. Weapon. 

2368 Be but true to thyfelf, and obey the 
Dictates of thy own Mind, and give leave to 
thy own Confcience to counfel thee, and tell 
thee what thou oughteft to do, and forbear ; and 
then thou fhalt be a Law to thyfelf. 
~ 2369 When thou haft done a Thing. that 
hath gained thee Honour, think what Advan~ 
tage thou canft make of it; wthout doing thus, 
thou lofeft all that thou haft gotten. 

2370 If thou wouldeft avoid being drawn in- 
to Promifes, avoid the molliffima tempora fandi. 
Set a ftrict Watch over thyfelf when thy Spirits 
are moft up, and thou art merry. 

2371 Oftentimes when the Body complains 
of Trouble, it is not fo much the Greatnefs of 
that ‘Trouble, as the Litdenefs of thy Spirit, 
that occafions the Compiluint. 

2372 Whatever Sin, tho’ never fo little an 
one, if thou alloweft thyfelf to live in it, and 
excufeft and pleadeft for it, be it known to 
thee, that it is not a mere Infirmity, but a wil- 
ful Tranfgreffion. © 

2373 Know that. if any Trouble happen to 
thee, i¢ is. what thou haft deferved, and say 

3 ore 
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fore brought upon thyfelf. But if any Comfort 
come to thee, it is a Gift of God, and thou 
didft not merit it. 

_ 2374 It is not enough for thee that a Thing 
be right, if it be not ft to be done; nor is it 
advifable for thee to do what is juft, if not pru- 
dent. If thou lofeft by getting, thou hadi bet- 
ter lofe than get. 

2375 Becaufe thou feeft a Man in an Evor 
in thofe ‘Fhings whereof thou canft judge, thou. 
art not therefore to believe he muft be equally 
miftaken in thofe Things where thou canft not 
judge. 

2376 Complain not of the Lofs of Adam's 
Knowledge, but of his Innocency; we know 
enough to fave us; and what is more than that, 
is, in fome Sort, fuperfluous. 

2377 It’s generally thought none of the beft 
Parts of Breeding to talk much of ones felf ; 
for tho’ it be done fo.as not to argue Pride, yet 
it doth Ignorance of more worthy Subjeéts. 

_ 2378 Thou art very unthrifty of thy Repu- 
tation, if thou entereft upon an Adction, the 
failing of which may be likely to difgrace thee 
more, than the fucceeding of it can credit 
thee. _ 3 

2379 If thou confeffeft thy Sin, thou begin- 
neft thy Journey towards Heaven: If thou art 
forry for it, thou mendeft thy Pace: If thou 
forfakeft it thou art at thy Journey’s End. 

2380 To deferve juft what thou obtaineft is 
mere mechanic working for Hire. But if thou 
goeft on, and deferveft after a Thing beftowed, 
then thou ast truly thankful. | 


D6 2381 Be 
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_ 2381. Be not like the Hypocrite in thy Cha- 
rity: He dares not. truft God with a Penny, 
except before a whole Congregation of Witnef- 
fes, left perhaps God fhould deny the Re- 
ecipt. a fy 
* 2382 If ever thou comeft to have a Son, let 
thy great'Care be to make him rather virtuous 
than learned. The common Education is very. 
Faulty in this Thing. . | | 

* 2383 With not the Alteration of Things ta 
thy Defires, but model thy Defires. This is in 
thy Power to effect, the’ other beyond thy Abi- 


lity to obtain. 


2384 ‘Thou oughteft not either to, chide or- 


play with a Wife, in the Prefence of others 5 
for the one fheweth her ImperfeCtions, the other 


er , 


anion to thyfelf, and 


wanteft noCompany. — | 

2386 Ufe thyfelf to other Peoples Follies; 
and‘take not Offence at every Impertinence that 
Rappers in Company.: This’will go a great Way 
towards the’ keeping’. of thy’ felf ‘fedate and 
éafy. aa BD eee Oe te aS teeta 


wilt take more Pleafure in knowing thyfelf ho- 


neft, than in‘ knowing. all the World approves ¢ 


thee fo. * Virtue-is built upon herfelf. . 

, 3388 If* thou heareft any commend his Ma- 
fter; thou may’ft for’ the moft Part conclude, 
that’ either he is a good Servant,. ar his Mafter 
: a-facile Kool; “that lets his Servant be his, Ma-' 

eI. o- ° - 0 e wire ott sie, 4 wees 
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2387 If thou,art.a.rigbt honeft Man, thou. 


2389 To.. 
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2389 To arrive to. the Perfection of Virtue 
and Reputation, it’s not enough to be well-born, 
and have good Parts, but alfo to be well brought 
up, and have thefe Parts.cultivated. 

2390 Think no Coft. too much in the Pur- 


chafing good Boeks; this is mext to the acqui- 


ring of good Friends. But remember, they are 
better Ornaments in thy Head than in thy Li- 
brary. 

2391 If thro’ Bafhfulnefs thou beeft fo eafy: 
and facileas to grant whatever.is defired of thee, 
thou wilt afterward prove fo frail as to break, 
thy Word and recant,. which will bring thee to 
a greater Shame. 

2392 Confider. what Opinion the Company. 
hath of thee, and in what Matters they will wil-: 
lingly hear thee and regard thee. It. will be, thy; 
Wifdom in no wife to meddle with any other; 
Thing. 

2393 If thou. art not fo happy. as thou defi- 
reft, it is well that thou art. not fo miferable as. 


thou defetveft. Thou haft received more Good; 


than thou haft done, and done more Evil than, 
thou-haft. fuffered. . 

2394 If any. laugh at thee for being ober, do, 
thou.laugh.at them for being drunk. ‘Let their- 
Pleafures crown- .them, and their Mirth abounds’ i 
but next Day they.will {tick in. the Mud; 

2395 When thou art in Affliction, ’tis not, 
the .beft Way.to feek Comfort of thofe that be 
merry; but of fuch as are in a worfe Condition 
than thyfelf. Compatifon perhaps. may eleva, 
Sorrow, 

” 2396 Boaft not of Family and Gentility,, it, 
is a mere borrowed Thing from dead Mens Dutt 
and 
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and Bones, and none of thine, except thou haft 
Virtue and Worth of thine own enough to have 
begun it. 


2397 Keep am Account of thy Income and. 


doth fo, and thereby has conftéhtly under View 
the Courfe of his Domeftic Affairs, ever lets 
them run to ruin. 

2398 Nothing fhould abate fo much of the 
Satisfaction thou conceiveft of thyfelf, as the ob- 


Expence. ’Tis feldom obferved that he who 


ferving that thou now difapproveft of the Senti- 


ments thou formerly was fond of. 

2399 Hf thou confidereft of it, thou wilt find,. 
that “tis Vanity, that is the great Author of 
complemental Talk; and when that gives over 
fuggefting, and alternate Admiration and Praifes: 


are fpent, there is no great Matter of Difcourfe- 


behind,. 

2400 Endeavour to regulate thy own Paf-. 
fions to: bear with thofe of others; to be angry. 
with thyfelf for the leaft Peccadello, but to frame 
Excufes for the Errors and Offences which thy 
Neighbour commits. 

2401 Not to purfue a Point is a Fault, either 
of Inability or Levity. If thy Defign be goody, 
why fhouldeft thou not accomplifh it; if it be 


bad, why didft thou begin it. Thou art not to ~ 


ftop at the ftarting of thy Game, but kill it 
down. 

2402 Carry thy Anger rather with Scorn than 
Fear, fo that thou may’ft feemi rather to be a- 
bove the Injury than -below it, elfe thy Paffion 
se render thee ridiculous and contempti- 
ble, 


2403 Thy 
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2403 Thy Railery ought not to bite fo hard’ 
as to engage the Enmity of another, inftead of 
gaining -his Eftimation. This would be too 
dear a Purchafe of fo trifling. a Satisfaction. 

2404 If thou retireft out of the World, and 
thinkeft thereby to be at Peace, but yet defireft © 
Fame, or the Glory of the World, or any 
Thing elfe that is in it, thou haft only thy 
Arms and thy Legs out of it, thy Heart and thy 
Mind are ftill in it. oe , 

2405 Abominate and difcourage feurrilous 
Wit. ‘Whatever is fuddenly,. and confidently: 
fpoken, and refleéts. upon another Man, that. 
pafles Current for Wit, tho’ it be not Senfe if 
examined, but only an odd Expreffion of Malice.. 

2406 Tho’ Hope be exceeding deceitful, yet 
it is of this good Ufe to thee, that while thou: 
art travelling thro’ this Life, it condudts thee 
an eafier or more pleafant Way to thy Journey’s. 
End. : 

2407 If thou haft the Addrefs of ufing mo- 
derate Abilities to the beft Advantage, this Dex-: 
terity fhall gain upon the World, and bring 
thee into greater Reputation than real Merit. 

. 2408 There is often nothing more unprofit- 
able than the great Defire of Reputation, there- 
fore be content with fweet Privacy: If thow 
contemneft high Efteem, thou wilt fave thy felt 
a World of Trouble. . 

2409 If thou haft a Difference with any, 
fhew thyfelf generous, juft, open-hearted, and. 
a.Detefter of Falfhood; thus thou wilt manifeft 
a Bravery of Spirit, and make others inclined to 
take thy Part, -_ 


2410 Let 
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2410 Let not Bufinefs, and the "Things -of | 

this World hinder thee from. attending to the: 

Things of God. Confider thou muft find a | 

Time to die in, and then thou muft be. at Lei- - 

fure for.that. rn ae 

2511 Avoid bad Companys as:thou wouldeft 
Men infeéted withthe Plague: ‘There. is many. 

a Man that hath been. good, which is not fo 
now, becaufe he: did. not keep himfelf in good. 
Company. Rate te . 

2412 I.would not have ‘thee too much under- 
value. Tradefmen,,. for-:the. meaneft Mechanicks: 
contributes to the maintaining the World; and 
without them a City could not te.built nor in-: 
habited.  . | eee ae 
- 2413 Thou art not truly virtuous for bareFy 
doing what is.good, unlefs thou loveft it. For- 
that which thou, doeft by-Conftraint is imputa-- 
ble to the Power. which: compels. thee. 

2414 If thou in Silence fupprefleft a Favour. 
received, thou art an, unthankful Fellow, that 
deferved ,it.noty but.if thou publithett -one. that» 
thou-haft done, . thou turneft it into an. Injury,: 
and buyeft iL Wall with it. i , 

241g Thatiis true, Learning which makes . 
thee wife, and that ts ‘true:. Wifdom: which: 
makes thee gGod; that.is.which renders thee ever: 
obedient to.God,  ufeful to others, and. moft ea-: | 
fy to thy felf. a ee ae t 4 

2416 Thy Life is wafted and mifpent, if it 
make pot. Provifion ,for Eternity s and it mat- 
ters little whether'it-be wafted in Pleafure, or in: 
Drudgery-after,Riches,. 20: 8. 

2417 Thou art not obliged to give alwzaySy i 
when thou haft given often already. He who 
ae ae hath . 


Pan © 7“-,° 
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hath been a perpetual Receiver, hath not upon 
that Score ever the more Right to afk again. 
‘2418 Thou beganneft to live the firft Day 
thou cameft into the World, but from that very ~ 
Day alfo thou beganneft to die; and fo thou 
madeft but one Entrance into Life and Death. . 
z419 What thou defireft or hopeft for feems 
perfectly good to thee while it is at a Diftance ; 
but when thou haft it in thy Hands, it may 
wound thee to the Heart. ; | 
~ 2420 Good Offices are the Cement of hu- 
mane Society ; but that they may be agreeable, 
it’s abfolutely neceflary for thee to find out the 
Delires, Delights, and Inclinations of him thou 
wouldeft gratify. | | | 
2421 Then art thou abfolutely Mafter of thy- 
felf, when, . inftead of making Things violently 
comply with thy Humour, thou canft accom- 
modate thy Guft and Inclinations to the Things 
themfelves. - Se ee ee 
' 2422 Whatever is told thee, and whatever 
thou learneft, remember: ftill it is a Man that 
gives, and a Man that receives: *Tis a mortal 
Hand that prefents it to thee, ’tis a mortal Hand 
that receives it. | a 
' 2423 Let thy Art and thy Induftry be ever 
directed to render thee good for fornething, and 
thy Studies to teach thee to do, and not only 
to talk or write. Make it thy whole Bufinefs, 
Trade and Work, to frame thy Life. __ 
' 2424 Prepare not thyfelf for eminent A&tions 
more out of Glory than Confcience. Thy fhort- 
eft Way to-arrive at' Glory, fhould be to do that 
for Confcience'which Men do. for Glory. 


2425 If 
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z425 Tf thou lookeft into thyfelf, thow wilt 
difcover in thyfelf a particular and governing 
Form of thy own, which juftles thy Education, 
' and wreftleth with the Tempefts of Paflions,. 
that dre contrary to thee.. : 

2426 Thou muft have thy Soul inftructed in 
the Means to fuftain, and contend with Evils, 
and in the Rules of believing and living-well,. 
and often rowze it. up, and exercife it in this 
noble Study. 


2427 When thou writeft, F would have thee: 


{pare the Company of Books, left they fhould. 
pervert thy Manner of thinking, and interrupt 
thy Method, and fo-fhut thee out of thyfelf. 

2428 In the Management of Paffions, thou 
may’ft with little ado ftop the firft Sally of thy 
Emotions, and leave the Subject that begins. 
to be troublefome before it tranfports thee. 

2429 If thou doft not think of the Prefent,. 
thou wilt be thinking of the Paft or Future: 
And therefore Bufnefs, or Converfatian, or 
Recreation, is.néceflary. to fix thy Thoughts on. 
the Prefent. | 

2430 No Poffeffions can be good to thee;. 
but by the good Ufe thou makeft of them; 
without which, -Wealth, Power, Friends, Ser- 
vants, fc. will but help to make thy Life un- 
happy- - 

2431 Tho’ ’tis not to live to be hid in a 
Study alf one’s Life, yet if thou-haft been abroad 
in the Service of thy Generation, thou may’f{t 
be allowed to retire home towards Night. 

2431 Aim at. a plain Table, and a fober 
Life, at regular and cheap Pleafures, and mo» 
derate Labour. Thefe beget, and improve an en- 
. | tire 
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tire Habit of Health, and prolong Life to the | 
utmoft Period of Nature. 

2433. Nature has given thee a large Faculty 
of Entertaining thyfelf alone, and often calls 
thee to it,.and teaches thee, that thou oweft 


_ thyfelf in Part to Society, but chiefly and motft- 


ly to thyfelf. 

2434 I advife thee, that in all thy Opinions 
and Difcourfes, as well.as in thy Manners, and 
al! other Things, thou keep thyfelf moderate 
and temperate, and avoid all Novelties. 

9435 Examine every Man’s Talent, .a Pea- 
fant, a Bricklayer, a Paffenger; thou may’ ft learn, 
fomething from every one of thefe.in-their fe- 
veral Capacities, whereof fome Ufe may be 
made at one Time or another. 

2436 Thy Thoughts are thine own whilft 
thou keepeft them chained up: but if once thou. 
faffergit theat:to take Air in Words, thay. bes 
come another Man’s, who may PeIGaaxe make 


Jase of themito thy senegal 


2437 Neither. HOs ‘admize. the fading 
Honours of Mortality; for when-a Man is on. 
the higheft Pinacle of - yemane- Glory, he ftands 
uneafy, nor can he delfcend ae thence but by 
2 Precipice. 7 

2438 Build not foo mach upon Futurity. 
Reafon allows none ‘to be confident, but him, 
only who. gaverns the World, who. knows alk 
things, and can do all things, and therefore can 
neither be furprized nor over-powered. -_ : 

2439 A Blow beftowed in the ftriking Time - 
is of more Effegt than ten delivered unfeafona- 
bly. There are fome Nicks in Time, bara: 

Wadio= 
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whofoever finds, may promife to himfelf Suc- 
cefs. . 4 

2440 Such as are thy Inferiors will follow 
thee but to eat thee out, and when thou leaveft 
to feed them they will hate: thee:-And fuch 
Men, if thou preferveft. thy Eftate, will ae 
be had. 

2441 The beft Object of thy Bounty is ei- 
ther Neceffity or Defert: The beft Motive thine 
own Goodnefs, not Pride; and the true Limit 
of it, the Safety of thy own Eftate. 


2442 Ever obferve this, thofe that will ferve 


thee (of ordinary People) without thy Hire, will 
coft: thee treble as mace as they that know oy 
Wages. - 

2443 Never truft a malicious Man upon the 
Account that thou haft done him good Offices. 


For thou haft but fed a Dragon, that will de-- 


vour ‘thee if ever thow comelt within the basen 


Of his Claws: °. . : 1 


_ 2444 Appear not in! Com pedy: folicitous to 

ingrofs all‘ the Refpect to thyfelf, ‘but be- con- 
tent with a reafonable Diftribution, and allow 
It to others; that thou i have it returned to 
-thee. 

2445 _ Consive that another Man’ s Intention 
(tho’ covered’ cunningly) is ‘moft part for his 
wn Ends, and tends chiefly to his own Good, 

owever he maketh a Shew to bethine. - 

‘- 244-6 “The Word Friend is a common Name, 
and appropriated by moft People ; but believe: 
me, thou wilt fcarce ever find a Man that gives 
folid Proof of a true, unten and uninterefted 
Friendthipe. ‘ 


2447 If. 
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,° 2447 If thou- wouldeft have a. graceful Beha- 
yiour, it will be neceflary for thee to ‘have a. 
proper Degree of Confidence, and fome good 
Opinion of thyfelf. Bafhfulnefs is Boyifh. _ 

2448 If thou muft love once in thy Life, 
have a moft vigilant Care of falling into thofe 
Excefles, which will deprive thee of thy Rea- 
fon, and give thee Repentance all the Days of 
thy Life. 

2449 If thou art a virtuous, ‘honett, and wife 
Man, tho’ it fo happen that thy Back be fplit, yet 
thou wilt fave thy Cargo, and have fomething 
left towards thy fetting up again. 
+2450. Let what Temptations will offer, yet 
dare not thou to enrich. thyfelf by any difhoneft 
‘Means; for ‘in fo dojng thou diftrufteft Provi- 
dence, and becomeft an Atheift. 

2451 Be, content with thy moderate Eftate: 


if thou hadft more, perhaps thou wouldeft fpend 


more in wafte; however thou may’ft be fure, 
thou fhouldett then have more tq anfwer for. . 
~ 2452 ‘Lay this, up.as a Maxim, that’ if thy 
Soul be not ‘adorned ‘with. Modefty, Prudence, 
and folid Goodnefs, all ‘thy external Accom- 
plifhments’ will’ be nothing. but mere Pagean- 
trys. 

2453- Ledtum, confi deratumn, & firiptum oft; -&8 
nune vivam, .When once thou haft made and 
fixed thy Rules to, live by, fee how thou cant 
draw thy Life and Adtions: -by them. . 

2454 Hf any one giveth thee exceffive Praifes 
more than can handiomely belong to thee, thou 
art to think of him, that he taketh thee for vain 
and -credulous, and: aly to be deceived, and ef- 
fectually aF ool, 

‘2455 Sees 
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2456 Seeing no Man on Earth is endued with 
abfolute PerfeCtion, thou oughteft to make ‘hu- 
mane Alowances, and not mock at others Infir- 
Mities, left others likewife laugh at thine. 

2456 If thy Friend be not ready {when a 
great Occafion calls for it) to fuffer all Things, 
to tofe all, ‘and his very Wiil'too, for thy fake, 
whom he pretends to love, he-deferves not the 
Name of a Friend. oo ee 

2457 What thou wouldeft have pafs for th 

Effect of humane Frailty, or Thoughtlefnefs in 
thyfelf, thou canft with no tolerable Ingenuity, 
give a worfe Name to in another. 
"2458 Never let thy Tongue fo loofe, as to re- 
Ae upon another Man’s Religion, Reputation, 
Infinnity, or Misfortune: ‘tis not only ungene- 
‘rous, but inhumane, ‘and even unchriftian. 

2459 A Man may meddle with thy Matters, 
not asa bufy Body, but asa Friend; and then if 
he advife thee contrary to thy Inclination, thou 
art not to be angry, but oughteft to confider. 

2460 If thou neglecteft thy Debts, thou art 
undone to the World, and muft not expect to 
eat, or fleep in Peace.’ And a poor Man’s Debt 
maketh a great Noife. _ | 

2461 Let thy Elogiums in Converfe be always 
within the Circumference of common Senfe and 
Reafon; that thofe thou praifeft. may be per- 
fuaded thou really thinkeft what thon fayeft. . 
_ 2462 Thou canft fcarcely be truly wife tifl 
thou haft been deceived. hy own Errors will 


teach thee more Prudence, than the grave Pre- 


cepts, and even Examples of others. ‘ 

~* 2463°If thou canft but live free from Debt 

and Want, ’tis not abfolutely neceflary to si 
- . or 
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for more: for all the reft, truly fpeaking, is bu 
Vanity, and for the moft part Vexatian too. 

_ 2464 Efteem not thofe thy Friends that ne-~ 
ver contradict thee; they may carry it fo, not 
oat of any Affection to thee, but a Defire of 
gaining: upon thee. 

2465. Thy Duty is to.cure thy Mind rather 
than feek Delights for it. i tell thee thou haft 
as much Bufinefs within thyfelf, as a Phyfician 
has in an Hofpital. . 

2466 The fooner thou beginneft to apply thy- 
{elf to it, and the more Hafte thou makeft, the 
longer wilt thou enjoy the Comforts of a recti- 
- fied Mind. | _ , 

2467 Give thy Advice without applauding it, 
and declare thy Judgment without pretending 
that others fhould fubmit to thy Reafon. Main- 
tain thy Opinion without Eagernefs, and heart 
eother.Mens without Impatience. | 

2468 “To fee little or no Company would be 
to deprive thyfelf of Pleafures, that are innocent 
and profitable; but to fpend thy whole Life ia 
Vifiting, would be to let all thy Water run by 
thy Mul. 

2469 Let not thy Servants into thy Secrets, 
for by fo doing thou wilt make them thy Ma- 
fters; and when they come to find it out, .that 
thou dareft not difpleafe them, they will-dare to 
‘difpleafe thee. ~ Pee | 

2470 Tf thou cant not fatisfy others, - fatis- 
fy thyfelf; whoever accufeth, yet let thy Con- 
fcience clear thee. And perfevere in a good 
a tho’ neither thou nor thy Caufe pro- 
{per. | ~~ 


2471 
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2471 If thou atcuftomett thyfelf to rally, 
thou wilt lofe the Efteem thou oughteft to have 
for them with whom thou liveft; and thou wilt 
fanfy a falfe Idea of thy own Merit and Perfec- 
tions. 

2472 Change not thy Opinion of Perfons, as 
they change their Affection. Confider what they 
are iri themfelves, not what they are to thee. 
Their Kindnefs, or Unkindnefs makes no effen- 
tial Alteration in them.: 

2473 In managing of thy Son,’ always if fair 
Means will do, never ufe foul. And let hitn fee, 
thou art more willing to praife and reward Good- 
nefs than to reprove and punifh Vice. 

2474 When thou fecleft thy Heart begin to be 
affected’ with Pride, confider. (poor Creature) 
what thou waft in thy. Birth, and what thou 
fhalt be at thy Death ; and then be proud if thou 
dareft. — 

2475 I would not only teach thee how thou 
mayeft hold thy. Own, and keep thy Eftate: But 
I would:inftruét ‘thee alfo ina much finer thing, 
that is, how thou mayeft lofe it, . (if Providence 
fo pleafe):-and be contented. 

2476 Liberty is of more Value than any Gifts; 
and to receive Gifts, is to lofe it. Be affured, 
that Men moft commonly feek to oblige. thee, 
only that they may engage thee to ferve them. 

2497--Thy Danger, or Safety, muft flow from 
a Principle within thee. ‘The Devil and World 
may tempt thee, but they have no Power to 
conftrain thee, if thou ftandett but up for thy- 
felf. 

2478 To faffer Wrong, will breed thee lefs 
Moleftation than to do it. To be patient-will 

create 
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create thee not half fo mucHT rouble, 2&Vex- 
ing, Fretting, and Fuming within thyfelf would 
a Mies 


| | 

~ 2479 If thou by juft Authority beef afligned 
to any publick Charge, thou art to embrace it 
cheerfully, not as a Prize either to Ambition, or 
Covetoufnefs, but as an Opportunity to do good 


in thy Generation. | ae 
2480 Avoid Singularity. There may often 


‘be lets Vanity. in folowing the new Modes, 


than in adhering to the old ones. It is true, 
that the Foolifh invent them, but the Wife may 
conform to, inftead of contradi@ting them. 
2481 When thou haft done any one a good 
Turn, thou fhouldeft fo forget it as not to fpeak 
of it; if thou boafteft it, or upbraideft it, thou - 
haft paid thyfelf, and loft.the Noblenefs of the 
Charity. — eo: : | - - 
oe: If thou wilt do precifély no more than 
juft what thou needs muft, thou wilt foon be 
brought to omit fomething of thy Duty, and 
wilt be-apt to believe lefs to be neceflary than is. 
_ 2483 Not tobe provoked at afl isbeft. But 
jf thou art any time moved, never corre. till 
the Fume of thy Paflion be fpent: for every 
Stroke Fury firikes is fure to hit ourfelves at 
laft. | | ‘ 
2484 Amongft thy Inferiors, thou fhalt be 
ure of Refpect; therefore it’s good to be a 
ittle familiar. Amongft thy Peers. thou fhalt be 


~ fure of Familiarity ;. and therefore it’s good a 


little to keep State. F 
2485 Be free in Company: ’tis an intole- 
rable Incivility, when People deign not to 
fpeak; and feem to teftify, by a flighting Si- 
oO 1 a : lence, 
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hale that it is ot in fiich Cofnpany as, this, 
when they.will ‘utter what'they know. 

"2486 If thou art verily perfuaded, that thefe 
Things which we hear and read concerning an- 
other World, be true; thou fhalt have’ nd ‘rieed 
of having an Affurance: of living long in this. 

2487 Be not fierce 2hd unmercifut in thy Fa- 
‘mily. He that fheweth himfelf criel'to his Ser- 
wants, will be thought by the.Warld, inclined 
to be fo to others alfo, if ever he get Power and 
Opportunity. 

2488 Have a Care of the Man that never 
{peaks his Thought of any, and is plaufiple to 


every one: He is not fit to hé admitted for a. 


faithful Friend, who’ ‘is ‘ready | to ‘enter Amity 
with all Men alike.’ 

‘ 2489 Thow art:not'Mafter of what thou haft 
fpoken, but mayeft difpofe..of what. thou haft 
not fpoken as thou pleafet, and cantt fay. it, or 
hot fay it; as thou wilt. 


2490 - thou defireft to be well. “fboken of, 


‘learn to f eak. well: ‘of others : and ‘When tHou 
haft leamed!-to'fpeak’ Well; then learit Hkewile 
to do well: to others; ft {halt’ thou te. lure to to 
get Kindnefs and Credit. 

2491 Thou miuft'ufe Frierids, as Muficians 
do their Strings 5 3 who, when they find them in 
Difcord, ‘donot prefently break them, ‘but by 
 fkilful Intenfi 10n,’ and Remiflion, - bring them. ta 

a pleafant Confort. .’ 

‘ 2492 Strike the Serpent’s Head with" hy Ene= 
my’s Hand, and thou canft not’ fail fs Succefy 
one Way or other. If thy Ehemty t ver othe; the 
Serpent will be killed; ‘and if the Serpent’ get 
the Advantage, thy: Enemy Will bé fent off. 

24.93 Cheat 
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2493. Cheat not thyfelf with ¢ vain “Hopes; and 

falfe Imaginations, when. thou comeft to. die ; 
for nothing can be a folid Foundation of Peace 
and Security, but an univerfal Righteoufhefs, 
2494 What Advantage or Pleafure will it be 
to thee, to receive a thoufand Elogies from 0; 
thers, if thy. « own Confcience tells thee, thou de- 
ferveft them not; ‘and therefore e they are none O 
thine? - 
2495. There i is ‘nothing mote “dearly kept ug 
than Reputation. Reputation is ‘not acquired 
without good, and happy Chances; but for the 
Prefervation of it, thou muft be very expert, 
and not {pare any Trouble,or Care. ... 

2496 Suffer not little Things to have. great 
Hold upon thee; if thou doft, ° thou wilt be as 
much ee with them,. as if they defer 
ved It. 

2497 In loving of God: thou ‘muft not hate 

thy Neighbour.’ The Obfervation Of the fecond 
Table of the Decalogue muft be joined witha our 
Care to keep the firft.. He keepeth no Com- 
mandinent truly, that wilfully neglecteth one. 
’ 2498 If thou confenteft to the Tranfgreflion 
of thy Friend, or art fo meanly fpirited, as not 
fo divert him from it when probably thou might- 
eft; then thyfelf becomeft guilty of. the fame 
Fault with him. 

, 2499 If theu. puttett. off Repentance to” a 
Death-bed,’ thou ‘thereby, fheweft, that, tho — 
wouldeft never mind God pr thy Soul.at aul,’ if 
it were not for mere Neceffity, and F eat of 
Damuation. 

2500 It would be great Imprudence i in thee 
over sla to with ‘for that which thou- hat 
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not within.thy Power, of what is yet at a great 

Diftance from thee ; and at the fame time toneg~ 
left the Prefent, which is within thy Reach. 

2501 No wonder, that Narciffus loft himfelf, 
fince he looked for himfelf out of himfelf. Thou 
aft to be found truly no whete but in thyfelf. 
Every where elfe thou meeteft with but only thy 
own Shadow, and thy own Phantom. 

250% Uf ay fpitefully doth thee an Injury, the 
fhall himfelf feel it afterwards with Pain, if he 
find thou beareft it fo well as not to let it pain 
thee. If thy Breaft be armed with Patience, the 
Weapon will rebound, and wound his Heart that 
fent it. | | 

2503 Thou mayeft edify a thoufand times 
‘more by thy own perfonal Experience of Things, 
than by all the moft elaborate Difcourfes that 
canbe made by others. 

_ 2504 Thou wert. better difcredit Vice by 
Scorn, than to give it Reputation by Invectives ; 
and to laugh with Succefs, than be angry with- — 
‘out Profit. I would have thee confider other 
Mens Follies, without partaking of them. 

1505 Thou haft need of Courage to maintain 
Friendfhip; and indeed of Prudence to perform 
the Duties of Life. °Tis nothing to have a found 
Will, if the Underftanding be defedtive. 

2506 In Dicourfe ufe not too much Gefture 
wath thy Hands; thofe that do fo, are obferved 
‘generally to be defective in their Matter; and 
‘the Strength of their Talk confifts principally in 
the Motions, and Diftortions of their Body. 

2507 For a Friend to converfe withal, rather 
chufe one that hath a found Affection, than a 
crafty Brain. One may fail thee by Accident, 
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pat the others with Defi ign. ?Twould be uncivif 
in thee, when thou art talking to a Man,. to fix. 
thy Eyes fo ftedfaftly, and boldly upon him, 
as if thou meanedft ta put him out of Counte- 
nance, and to trample upon his Modefty. 

2508 When thou reprehendeft, thou muft be: 
neither.too fharp, nor too gentle; but tempered 
between both. Thou muft make ufe of the Rod: 
and the Staff; the Rod to ftrike, and‘the Staff to. 
fupport with. 

. 2509 If thou intendeft any Good, defer it 
not, byt do it ta day; or as foon as thou cantt ; 
thou knoweft not what Chance may happen 
this Night to prevent it. 

2g10 The World challengeth the Right of 
diftributing Efteem and Applaufe: fo that if thou: 
affumeft by thy fingle Authority to be thy own 
Carver, it groweth angry, and never faileth ta 
feek Revenge. 

211 If thou ‘ever fhalt have a Child die, 
comfort thyfelf with this, that Death hath pre- 
vented kim from feeing and fuffering thoufands 
of Miferies, which would inevitably have hap- 
pened unto him, if he had lived long, 

2512 Thou canft {carcely be fo ftraitned and 
oppreffed with Bufinefs, and an ative Courfe of 
Life, but that thoy may't referve many vacant 
Times of Leifure (if thou beeft diligent to ob- 
ferve it) whilft thou expecteft the Return and 
Tides of Affairs. 

1513 If thou wouldeft pry into the Effects 
and Circumftances of the Paffions that fway 
thee, thou wouldeft fee them coming, and 
wouldeft a lite break their Impetuafity, and 
| E 3 ' Carepr. 
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Career. They do not always feize upon a 
fudden; there is Threatnings and Degrees. 

2514 The greateft Excellence of Man is his 
Reafon; and therefore it would be extreme Fcl- 
ly in thee, to pride thyfelf, and boaft of thy 
Strength of Body, wherein the very brute Beafts 
far excell us. 

2515 How much Happinefs mayeft thou at- 
tain toin thy Life-time, by being diligent, care- 
ful, confiderate, ative, and conftant? and how 
much Mifery may’ft thou bring upon thyfelf by 
Sloth, Sottifhnefs, and Indolence?- 

516 .There is a great. deal more Reafon, 
‘fae thou Thouldeft endeavour to redeem thy 
Time from lefler Occafions, than to lavith it in. 
Impertinencies: that fo thy weightier Concerns 
may. have the more Allowance. | 
"2517, Thou art well, and cheerful here’at pre- 
fent, bit for all this know, the Time will come, 
when God will ftand thee in ftead, and thou 
fhalt have need of the Retreats and Comforts 
oF Religion. 

2518.Envy is beft extinguifhed by. declaring 
thylelf ‘in’thy Ends, rather to feek Merit than 
Fame;..and by attributing thy Succefles, rather 
ta divine Providence, and F elicity, than to thy 
own Virtue, or Policy, 

_ 25 19. In Things that are tender, and unplea- 
fing, “tis good to break the’ Ice by. fome whofe 
Words ate of lefs Weight, and to referve the 
more weighty Voice, to come in as by Chance: 
fo that he may be afked the Queftion upon the 
other’s Speech. 
- 2429. Frequently meditate’ ‘upon “thy latter 
End. )The’ Confideration of Death “will feach 
thee 
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thee what-thou art now; it will fhew thee what 
thou fhalt be one Day; and will inftruct thee 
what thou ougbteft to be every Day. 

2521; Whatfoever others do to vex thee coms: 
to ‘nothing if thou flighteft its. but if thou-fhew- 
eft. thyfelf much concerned; thou betrayett. thy. 
Weaknefs, or thy Guilt; and makeft it appears 
that thou well defervedft the Abufe. 

2522 1f thou haft no Regard to thy Fame, 
thou art loft to all Purpofes.of Virtue and Good- 
nefs: When a Man is.once come to’this, not to. 
care, what dthers fay. of. him; ‘the next Step i is, to 
have no ‘Caré what himéelf doth. 

_ 2523 While thou-aéteft,contrary-to the Rules 
of thy Religion, thou doft ‘as effectually difown 
it, as-if thou fhouldeft. openly. renounce thy. 
Baptifm, and make a. ‘Publick eon of 
Chriflianity,.  -- 

1 2524.’ Tis -in the Dower of eo to 
humble the Pride of the Mighty, ‘even by the 
moft defpicable Méans. “Wherefore be-thou:ne+ 
yer fo’ great, - OF never’ fo little, prefume not .on 
the one fide, nor defpait on the other. 

. 2525. In thy Times of Mirth, ’tis Witdom; 
a thou beginneft, to. confider; what particu; 

Jar Error,. or Impradence dt may. be likely to 
bring thee into, ;. and. fo Provide well, and watch 
avaintt ity. 4, 

2526 When thou’ importuneft a Priend. for 
any thing, .obferve when thou art frefh in Re- 
{pect : for then he is prepared to thy Hand, and 
then infinuate the Want of Affection, which thou 
haft Caufe to fufpect in the Denial. ... ; 

. 2527- Eyery Man thinks he. deferves, better 
than indeed he. doth ; therefore. thou.canft not 
: E¢ oblige 
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oblige Mankind better, than by fpeaking welP?. 
Man is the greateft Humourift, and Self-flar- 
terer in the World. | _ 
_ 25628 One of the firft Principles of humane 

Wifdom in the Condu& of our Lives, I have 
éver thought to be the prudent Choice of a few 
intimate Friends; and the making of as no Ene- 
mies (if poffible) to ourfelves. 

2529 Guard thyfelf from the firft Impreflions 3 
for if tl ou canft but fo far fubdue thy Paffion, 
4s to gain Time for cooler Thought, thou wilt 
eafily attain to. a good Government of thyfelf 
afterwards. ~ | 

2530 Be not lJavifh, and profafe in Giving: 
many times it is looked upon as Indifcretion, 
Prodigality, or an Affe€tation’ of Popularity ; 
and fo gains no true Acceptance, or Thanks, 
but is fecretly defpifed and laughed at. 
‘2832 May’ft thou love God dbove all; and 
-enjoy a Senfe of his Love to thy Soul; arid then 
fhalt thou have enough, yea more than if thou 
didft enjoy all the Things of this World in the 
greateft Abundance. 

2532 Tho’ Praife be always pleafing, !et it 
come from whom, or upon what Account it 
will; yet I would ‘have thee underftand why 
thou aft commended, that thou may’ft know 
how to keep up the fame. Reputation Ail, 

. 2834 Confider well how thou parteft with 
thy Money. The Jndians have not made the 
Spaniard rich. Neither is any Man made 
wealthy by abundant Comings in, but by the 
few Occafions of fpending. — | : 
- 2534 Admire, and imitate fich a Man ‘that: 
had rather fuffer Injury than do it; and that not 
: : out 


: C&T | | 
out of Timeroufpefs, or Sluggifhnefs of Nature, 
but out of good Morality, and ftrong Qppofition 


againft Affections and Paflions. | 


2535 The remembring to have feen a Thing 
imperfect, takes from one the Liberty of think+ 


ing it well done, when finifhed. Therefore 


have 2 care not to let thy Works be feen in Em- 
‘brio, but learn of Nature not to expofe them to- 
the World, till they are mature. aan 

2536 If thou canft fo prepare for thy latter 
End, and arrive to that Pafs, that ne Affection 
to any earthly Thing detains thee in this World, 
thy Confidence and Confolation at the Hour of 
Death will be unfpeakable. 

2537 When thou relateft any thing, avoid 
Jmany, and long Haranges, by which the Narra- 
tion is broken, and the Hearer retarded, and put 
out of his Way; as by Hedges and Ditches in 
the Road of a Tyaveller, that would pafs ta his 
Journey’s End. a. 8 eins ote 

2538 Sometimes thou wilt find, that by the 
mere propounding a Difficulty to another, thou 
fhalt’ prefently be able to refolye: that which 
deemed too hard for thee, whilft thou se- 
yolved@ it only in thy. own Brea. 

2539 If thou wouldeft be truly great, and be 
loved and refpe€ted, thoy mpft be equally remo- 
ved from Servility on the one hand, and Pride 
on the other; thou muft {corn to trample upon 
a Worm or fneak to an Emperor. 


2540 Be not negligent conceming Circum- 
ftances, and qutward Appearances ; fos they fre- 
quently procure a Man more Refpect, than real 
Worth; and a good Bottom to an ungraceful 
Fafhion fpoils all, | 

E 5 2541 Thow 
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_ 2541, Thou fhotiidett always prefer thy Duty 
‘and a‘pbod Confcience’ before all the World’; 
‘hectofe-ft te ‘in Trath more valuable, fince thy 
Soul is immortal, and will’ furvive in another 
‘Worlds Se 
“2642 In reading carry an indifferent AffeCtion 
‘along with thee, and never engage thy Inclina- 
‘tion ‘fo firmly to what. thou meeteft with in an 
‘Aathor,: as-to leave no Place for'the Truth; or 
a Fee Bro biny ay may’it find in an- 


‘eas Fanfy not’that thou-carff be happy” in 
‘the World and‘ become rich of thyfelf. ‘There 
‘muft be Dependencies in’; Commerce, ‘ without 
which ’tis generally impoffible to have ever what 
‘is'moft neceflary. = 
2544 If.thou‘forbeareft an Action fit and rea- 
‘fonable merely upon the Account. of Cenfure 
that thowdrt “likely to “undergo for it, (¢ither 
from the Vulgar, or Great ones) thou wilt often 
find it very hard to be honeft and juft: ~ : 
"2545 Never defame or accufe any,’ ‘except 
thou ‘beeft fure.and- certain of the Fa@, and 
canft fpeak rome to ‘the Purpofe ?. for undoubt- 
fal Accufations leave a’ Stain behifd‘them; and 
after prove indelible’ dnjuries to the Party accu- 
“Pagel og MG De a Ed 
2546 Look well''to thyfelf, as' to’ the little 
and common Things of Life. ‘Praife is fooner 
obtained in fmaller’Things than im great; for as 
much as the former.may be frequently reiterated, 
and the lattcr a€ted but feldom. : ' | 
| °2847° All the Things ‘in the World ‘being but 
the Servants of the Body, and the Body of the 
Spul; how abjettly bafe art thou, if abandoning 
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thine own’ Authority, ‘thou .becomeft the Ser- 
‘vant of thy Servant’s'Servant. _. , 

2548 ;Beat. thyfelf gently and kindly: kowards 3 
-Men in Mifery ,. fuch ard apt to fufpect. every 
thing for a Contumely and: Derifion: :and: their ~ 
Minds being fore, every new Difpleafure gives z 
them a new Smart... 
., 2549. That Learning. which thou getteft by 
thy. awn: Obfervation and Experience, .is far be- 
yond that which thou getteft by Precept; as the 
‘Knowledge ofa. ‘Traveller exceeds: that ayhich 
‘is-got.by-a Map. :- + | 

2550: The. bett: Sudsawnt Hou ean ale of 


‘a Man is from the Acquaintance he keeps‘Com- 


pany with: , For Friends and Enemies are both © 
“partiat; whereas thefe fee him trueft, becaufe — 
cia and : ae no - “way. aaa to lier; for | 
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ro2gys's Desient. “thy felt more alle, in thy 
- Study, :than inthe-Street ; “if thy !publick Ac- 
tions have ‘an hundred Witnefles, thy private 
‘have a thoufand. . The Multitude :looks. but - 
pede thy. Adtions, thy, Conciente. looks. into ° 

"12 ee 1é Ane Keepeft Company; too much with 3 
ce I fear me, thou-wilt;net-conyerfe enough : 

e with thyfelf; . and. then, for-Waant of being ac- 

. quainted’ with thy: own: Bofom; thou wilt “be 
_miftakeny and prefent'a Fool to be recee wine? 
‘ thou tookeft to be a wife. Man. . 

. 253: Thou muft reap Singular Beneffts. ae | 
‘Obloquies, if thou ftudieft to imptpve.them fo 
¢ {Reig ritheft Advantagee he Verlafn of a vi- 

i perous a cek ae be aienin Anta Treg- 
C es ies 
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- 264 Refolve,upon nothing of Moment, but 
by the Advice and Permiffion: of: right Reafon : 
And when thou haft. once refolved, let nothing 
‘be able to divert the Execution, but a’ Counter- 
wand from the fame ‘Authority. - i 
zsss When thou fhewelt Refpec&t to any 
one, fee that thy Submiffions be proportionable 
to the Homage thou oweft him. “There is Stu- 
pidity and Pride im doing too little; but in over 
acting of it, there is Abjeftion and rersealide 
2556 Enjoy as much Content. and Happinefs: 
as thou canft this very prefent Moment, and 
put it not off to 2 Time to come, no Body 
knows when; a3 tho’ that Time fhould be of 
another Make than this that is already come. 
2357 In Writing, endeavour to make thy 
Language and Style fo continued every where, 
and fo like it felf, that the Reader may well 
perceive thou haft no where ftretch’d thy own 
“Notion and Meaning, to make way fer another 
Man’s Fanfy or Expreflion. 7 
2668 Clofenefs and direct Refervednefs is 
very ill taken im Company ; for it implies thou 
either defpifeft them, or fufpecteft them, or 
Hat a Defign upon them: Or elfe perhaps, :that 
thou thyfelf haft nothing inthee’ 
2559 If thou admitteft every one ito the 
‘Number of thy Friends, thou proftituteft thy 
Life to all Comers. If thou joineft with none, 
thou wanteft one of the greateft Comforts and 
Helps thou canft here enjoy. Ne Man is happy 
without a Friend. ee ae . 
2560 Thou wik generally find Courtefies 
thrown away upon Perfons that are very proud 
or coyetons ; the one being of that Fondnefs as 
to 


— Ty 
to think ‘all but his own Defert; the other of 
that Bafenefs, as to feta very low Value upon 
the greateftt Kindnef&. = 

256% Converfation is the Air of the Soul, 


‘and if thou valueft the Health and Eafe of thy 


Mind, thou oughteft to chufe fach an Element 
for it to breath in, as is pure and ferene. But 


-this is very difficult to find in any Society. 


2562 “Twill not be a Mark of our Affection 


‘to our Friend, but only 4 Difcover y of our 
ei 


Self-love, to condole the Occafion of their Hap- 
pinefs, betaufe it has leflened ours by robbing 
‘us of their beloved Company and Friendfhip. 

2563 Thou oughtelt to be Mafter of a parti- 

‘cular Condué& in the Intricaces of Life, and to 
have the Art of applying general Precepts to thy 
‘own perfonal Occafions and Neceflities; for 
‘infinite Difficulties arife in our daily Affairs. 

3564: When Misfortunes befal thee, and’ thou 
-accounteft thy{elf miferable, think with thyfelf, 
and confider how many are there, who would 
think themfelves advanced almoft as high as Hea- 
ven, if they could have'but a Part of the Re- 
‘mains of thy Profperity. 

2565 If thou art not naturally capable of dift 
‘eerning the Times, aid confidering the Variery 
of Circumftances on all Occaffons and Acci- 
‘dents, thou wilt never reap much Fruit from 
‘Hiftory. 

2566 Endeavour always to learn fomething 
‘from the Information of thofe with whom ‘thou 
conferreft (which is the beft Schaof ofall) and to 
put thy Company upon thofe Subjets they, are 


the beft able to {peak Upony 


se; Every 
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-. 2567 Every Man’s Expetience ‘perfects his 
Speculations, | and if thou traffickeft in the Mart 
of Philofophy on the Steck, of thy own Difco- 
yeries, thau art in.a fairer Way to improve thy- — 
felf, than-a Man-that trades: altogether on’ the 
‘Credit of other Mens Conceptions. ! 
2568 Put not off the Confideration of Dying 
‘to the Hour of. Death ;. that Moment is not pro- 
per to fit thee for. dying. well.- Thou oughteft — 
‘to think ferioufly of it when thoy art in fulleft 
‘Health, and thy Mind is undifturbed; . - bth 
| abo In bargaining with a. Seeant, leave 
Room for thyfclf to reward him beyorid_ his 
Contract, if he deferve thy Goodnefs. ‘This 
being voluntary may work him up to Thankful 
nefs and Duty. 
.2570 It’s good Policy to fpeak. often of,. and 
‘to publifh the Favours thou haft. received from 
Perfons abfent, for it is to court. the ‘like; -from 
thofe that are prefent ; and is a Sort of. Barter- 
ing the Credit of the.one for the Purchafe of Q@ 
thers. 
2571 Be. content. to hear other Mens Senfe 
and Opinion of thy Matters.. If thou art inag- 
ceflible thou art-jncurable, and thou wilt preci- 
‘pitate thyfelf, if. no body. dares. come | near, ‘thee 
tohinder thee. oy 4:3 ¢y 0 arte op as 
2572 It’s a ‘greater. Concernment ‘for -the 
Steering the Courfe of thy Life, to underftand 
the Genius of the Age, .and of the People, thou 
‘liveft among, than to: be-acquainted with. the 
“Mind of Plato, and the Judgment. of Aristotle. , 
2573 Go,-tho’ not: gaudy, yet neaf and ¢lean; 
“and ~fo order thy Outhide and Appearance; shat 
the. aie Impreflion thou makeit on People may 
turn . 
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turn to thy Advantage, and may difpofe them 
the better to relifh thy Sentiments. 

2574 Avoid not.only Rufticity, but all Rough- 
nefs. Complaifance is fo amiable, that it ob- 


liges even where it reprehends; and if it ftrikes, 


it is but with a Rod of Rofes; where it trikes, 


it leayes a Flower inftead of a Wound. | 


2575 Do not ufe to make Vifits to fuch as 
are always idle, and have never any thing to do. 


‘They will repeat one Thing an hundred Times 


over. The Subject of their Difcourfe is either 


.Trifles or Scandals. . All-the Time thou [pend- 


eft with them fet down for Lofs. 

2576 The more thou neglecteft the. Honoiits 
of the’ World, if fo be thou doft it not angrily, 
proudly, or fordidly, the more thou’ wilt be e- 
ftcemed. Thy good Aétions will. appear the © 
Finer, and the .Value Men have for them will 


come from the Heart. 


2677 Set not up thyfelf. for a Rallier or. Jo- 
ker, much lefs for a Jeerer and Mocker. Thou 
wilt thereby be an Enemy to thy own Reputa- 


tion and Quiet, wilt put Arms into the Hands 


of thofe thou diverteft thyfelf with, .and often- 


‘times fhalt receive more Blows than thou giv- 


eft. 
“-2e08 Set a high Value upon thy Reputation 
among, wife and “good Men. Do nothing un- 
feemly that may flame thee. ‘Shun whatever is 
fcandalous, or even but carries the Face of E- 
vil. He.that is fhamelcfs is gracclefs.. ara os 
' 2579 If thou findeft thou canft ‘not fyffer tlic 
Impertinencies, Follies,.and ill Ufages. of the 
‘World, withdraw front it; but. firdt be fure. thou 
cant bear with thyfelf. 
7 580 En- 
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2580 Endeavour to find out thy own weak 
Sides, and where thou canft miake the. leaft Re- 
fiftance ; and deméan thyfelf fo, that others may 
not find it out. Fora Town will be affaulted 
where it’s known to be weakeft. 

2581 If thou ever findeft what thou feekeit 
for, and retireft to thy Houfe in great Quiet- 


nefs, and after all. this wilt return again to rub. 


with the World, F will {peak it, that either 
thou lackeft Wit, or Foftune owes thee a 
Spite. ar (wus. oe 
2582 Be not proud of thy Perfon. External 
Beauty is but Clay more refined, and fet off 
with a better Varnifh ; and having all on the 
Outfide, Hes more open and more obnoxious to 
‘Weather, and confuming Time, and very often 
to prefent Misfortunes. © ~ en Me 

2583 Thou oughteft not only ta forbear ma- 
king ill Reports, but alfo, thou oughteft not to 
fuffer others to make them to thee. The Ma- 
ker of them is always looked upon with an evil 
Eye, but, the Receiver of them is as bad as the 
Maker. * |. | ee ae ee 
_ 2584 God and Nature have made us no more 
Needs than they meant to fatisfy. And if thow 
thyfelf wilt make more, thou may’ft look for 
Satisfaction e’en where thou canft get it.. 

2585 It wete. Folly and Madnefs in thee 
to fet thy Heart upon, and clofely join thyfelf 
to eafthly Things, which thou canft enjoy but 
a Jittle while, altho’ there were fomething here 
worth oy liking, = 5 et _ 
_ 2586 I would not have thee overmuch dif- 
‘pleafed with thyfelf, for being of fo peevifh a 
Difpofition. It’s obferved, that paflionate Peo- 
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ple ate always beft natur’d, and free from fecret 
Malice. re i 

2587 If we could carry Things fo painted, 
that ‘neither Man, nor even God. himfelf could 
difcover us, yet thou oughteft to have fuch 4 
Reverence for thyfelf, and thy Confcience, as 
Never to admit of an ill Thought. a 

2588 If any one offer thee an Affront, and it 
be a great one, and defignedly done, if he be 
not much thy Betters, it may be convenient 
to call him to Account: But. tet. Prudence find 
out an Opportunity, and then fhew thou thyfelf 
a Man, but a Chriftian ‘withal. 

2§89 Never be too prefumptuoufly fure in a- 
ny Bufinefs. Things of this World depend up- 
on fuch a Train of Chances, that are to us as 
yet inthe Dark ; that if.it were in Man’s Power 
to fet the Tables, yet he could not command. 
his Throws, and would not be certain of win- 
hing the Game. | a ee a des 
‘ 2§90 It’s a Sign that thous wanteft Penetra- 
tion and Firmnefs of Judgment, if thou aban- 
doneft evident Truths for the Sake of fome Dif 
ficulties, which thou canft not folve ; tho’ per- 
chance thofe Difficulties ftand upan no other 
Ground, than the common Ignorance and . 
Weaknefs ofhumane Minds tit 

2591 If I leave thee a moderate Fortune, as 
my Father left me, and thou proveft wife and . 
virtuous, it will be fufiicient. It’s none of the | 
leaft of God’s Favours, that Wealth comes not 
trolling in upon us; for many of us fhould have 
been worfe, if our Eftates had beesi better. 
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. 2592 An handfome Mien, and. pleafant. Con- 
_ verfation, and i ingenious friendly Difcourfe, will 
woe more advantageous to thee than greater 

irtues and:Attainments ; for thefe are of daily. 
Ufe, and fuitable- to all Capacities... 
_ 2693-A prudent and difcreet Silence will be 
fometimeés’ more to thy. Advantage, ‘than. the 
moft witty Expreflion, or even the beft contri- 
ved. Sincerity. A. Man often repents that ‘he 
has. fpoken, but feldom . that. che, has held his 
Tongue. | 

25.94 Let thy Recreations be” neither: too ef- 
feminaté, nor too robuft. ‘ Let: them. be fuitable 
to thy Condition and Employment. -Let them 
be not too expenfive of Money.or Time ; but 
above al, let them not be vain,-,vicious, or 
wicked... . 

2595 If thou wouldett be watchf 1, and, think 
of Death, and preparé for it,* thou ouldeft fe- 


rioufly ‘examine the Life’ thou leaddft,. to fee if 


it agree with that which. thou’ wouldelt: tead, 
when thou art at, the Point of Death.. 

‘2596 Never fear Want: Do thou but do ‘thy 
_ Duty. and ‘endeavour, ‘and then thou may’t 
comfort thyfelf with this, that.the fame Provi- 
dence that took Care of thee béfore thou watt 
' Borh into the-World, will never be wanting to 
thee now thou art in it.” . 
. 2597. Keep ‘thy Judgment ‘to thy felf,’ “Why 
fhould others know what thou art? or para- 
phrafe ‘upon thy. Opinion? Herein thou hatt 
the Advantage of changing thy Mind when thou 
art’ miftaken, and yet continue (for ought, others 
sai tn the fame Mind < - -- 
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2598 Railery-will make Men defpife the, for 


they will believe that all the Strength and Quick- 
nefs of thy Wit has no further Aim, ‘and Car), 


go no further than a trifling, | injurious, unman- 
nerly, ill: natur’d Pleafantry. 


2599 In reproving, mind the Perfon ‘and the 
Time. If ‘he be above thee, let it be’ with - 


Meeknefs and Humility; with thy equal thou 
may’ft be more bold; and with thy inferior bol- 
der. Be fure to take the ftteft Seafon, there- 
fore without great Reafon, reprove none but 
when. alone.. 

2600 Confider. well firft, and promife notte 
to thy Prejudice: However’ (unlefs it be in it 
felf unlawful) perform what thou promifeft. It 
matters not tho’ the Obligation be not fealed 
with an Oath, or fubfcribed by Witnefs, thy 
Confcience is 4 Thoufand, and will put the Bail 
in Suit. 
~ 2601 Dé not make it thy Bufinefs or ‘Cuftom 
to have always too much Company with thee: 


That would be-to love others too eas an’ 


thyfelf too little. Nor to have none at all; for 
that would be to love thyfelf too much, and to 
carry thy Refervednefs too far. 

“260% Think’ with thyfelf the Day. thou en- 
tereft. upon -Marriage, and ventureft for Chik 
dren, thou art no more Lotd of thy Goods and 
Eftate, but only a Steward and Keeper of them: 


_And therefore if thou fquandereft them away, 


thou’ ait’ no -lefs* guilty’ than, he’ that tobbeth 
Wife and. Children. | 

"2603 Be-not angry with’ Fortune, (if the 
deny. thee’ her Rattles, and 'T oy’, for’ fuch’ ‘are 


dear, 


re oe ae 

dear. Let her keep her Wealth, and Honour 
if thy neceflary Sleep, Quiet, and Safety, be 
the Price of them. 

- 2604 Among thy Needs, thou art to reckon, 
not only what will juft fupport Life, but alfo. 
what will maintain the Decency of thy State, 
Perfon, and Family ; not only in prefent Ne- 
ceffaries, but in future Wants, and very proba- 
ble Contingencies , but no further.. 

2605 If thou wouldeft moderate a. Man’s Fu- 
ry that is wronged, thou art not to deal with 
him directly to pardon the Injury, but rather to 
delay and refpite Revenge. Time: may open: 
his Eyes,. and.cool his Spirits, and. Things may 
alter, . 
2606 Always adapt thy Speech to the Capa- 
cities of thofe thou treateft with. Otherwife, 
tho’ thou difcourfeft never fo elaborately, thou. 
wilt: rather-confound than edify or perfuade, and 
wilt appear rather to affect boafting than com- 
municating of Knowledge... | 

2607 Lofe not thy Morning Studies; if thou: 
doft, "twill give an ill Precedent to the After- 
noon, ard! make fuch a Hole in the Beginning 
of the Day, that all the winged Hens will he in 
Danger of be a Ses aa i a 
- 2608 Refifta Temptatfon, and fight till thou 
conquerefti. There is no greater Triumph than 
that. which the Soul’ feels when it comes off Vi- 
ctor, and applauds itfelf for the Valour and Coue- 
rage it hath expreffed in its Confli€ts.  - 

. 2609 Never think that the Things thou 
wanteft will cure thee of thy Difcontents ; for 
they .will enlarge thy Defires, and make the 

ee | Wounds. 
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Wounds wider. The Way to think we have 
enough, is not to defire to have too much. 
2610 How great foever thy Affections be for 
a Man, never give him fuch an Advantage over 


thee (by imparting a dangerous Secret, or any 


other Way) as may enable him to mitchief thee, 
if he fhould utter it by Chance, or after become 
thy Enemy. - ro 
2611 If Death of Friends, or any Calamity 
befal thee, know this, that the Violence of Sor- 
row is not at the firit to be ftriven withal : ”Tis 
like a mighty wild Beaft, fooner tamed ‘with fol- 
lowing, than overthrown with oppofing. | 
2612 Comfort thyfelf with this; tho’ thy 
Reputation may de ftolen from thee, or re- 
trenched in fome Meafure, yet moft commonly 
it will at laft return again, as one Hair grows a- 
gain after it’s out; provided it have but a Root, 
and thy Innocence and Patience do remain. 
2613 Thou that weepedft when thou waft 
born, whilft the Goffips were rejoicing and mer- 
ry .making, endeavour fo to live, that thou 
miay’ft be able to triumph at the Time when 
thy Friends are lamenting, I mean at the Hour 
of thy Death. | 
2614 Watch well thy Paffions: A Man en- 
gages further in a Minute of Rage or Pleafure, 
than in many Hours of Indifference. Sometimes 
a little pelting Fret cofts a Repentance that laits 
as long as Life. He is a wife Man that leads 
Paffion by the Bridle. | ae | 
- 2615 Improve thy Son’s natural Parts as much 
as is poffible; and ftudy his Genius before thou 
difpofeft of him into a Profeffion. No Good will 
be done againft Nature. | 
As — 26r6 If 
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a6 6 tf hea livett j in a State ‘of Wedlock as 
a good and wife Man. fhould, ’twill be a Mix- 
ture of Interefts, of Bodies, of Minds, of Friends, 
a Conjun@tion of the whole Life; and the no- 
bleft and deareft ‘of Friendfhips in ‘the World. 

’. 2617 Manage thy Family, with conftant Care 
and Prudence ; * Difobedience comes from 2 Ma- 
fter’s Negligence: for he that governs well, fhall 
be obeyed.well, but he that giveth to his Ser- 
vants.too much Liberty, fhall be fure to.have ill 
Servants. 

2618 Patiently: endure all the Attacks of thofe 

that envy thee; thou wilt by that. Means con- 
quer them all. Thus Fire itfelf is put out, when 
it meets with nothing that it can burn. 
- 2619 Good Books are'the beft Companions; 
thou may’ft entertain thyfelf with them, when 
thou haft not a Friend by thee on whom thou 
canft fafely rely. ‘They are no Blabs to reveal 
thy Secrets. They will teach thee Wifdom, 
They will never affront thee. . 

2620 If thou -wafteft the Wealth I leave thee 
to follow new Fafhions, and. lavifheft thy Sub- 
ftance to maintain Bravery, thou art to be e{teem- 
ed the Mercer’s Friend, the. ae s Fool, and 
thy own Foe. 

2621. Conquer thy Paffions ; ‘twill be ‘more 
glorious for thee to triumph over thy own Heart, 
than ’twould be to take a Cittadel ; provided thou 
béeft obliged for that Conqueft. only to. Virtue, 
and not to Chance, and the fey of fome 
contrary Paffion. _. 

2622 To prevent Anger, be not: too inguifi- 
tive into the Affairs of other Men; or what Peo- 

ple fay of thee; or into the Miftakes of thy . 
Friends ; 
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Friends; for :this wére a going ‘out to gather 
Sticks to kindle a Fire, to ‘burn ‘thy own’ oe 

2623 Now thou art young, and comeft up- 
on the Stage of the World, thou oughteft to be 
either very modeft, or very brifk; for a fober, 
erave, and compofed ‘Temper, in a Youth com- 
ge turns to ‘Affectation and Impertinence, 

of into Dulnefs. 

2624 Thou'lt make ‘thy Life fhort, if thou 

letteft Luft and Rage. run away with 4ll the vi- 
gorous and healthy Part of it; and Pride and A- 
nimofity fteal the manly Portion ; and Crafti- 
nefs, ‘and Covetoufnefs poffefs thy old Age. 
..2625 If thou beeit a wife and a- bood Man, 
and‘haft’an healthy Body,’ and a moderate For= 
tune, thou hait all the real Benefits’ of Nature; 
and the Bleflings of Plinty, ° ‘that the higheft and 
richeft Grandee’ can ‘pretend .to: Nay I had 
almoft faid, Providence itfelf can, ‘Provide no 
better for thee. | 

2626 When thou art at any time upon a Sick- 
bed, I advifé thee to abftain from making Vows 
to God ; It’s enough; if thou fully refolvett to 
amend thy: Life, ‘when ‘thow | ‘fhalt be in : good 
Health, and free’from Fear and Trouble. Foolith 
and unadvifed Promifes are an Offence to God. 

.2627. Since it fome Degree thou ‘muft either 
hope, or fear, thou fhouldeft turn thy | Thoughts 
to fome Defign,’ or Courfe of Life, that will , en- 
tettain ‘them with: Hopé ; 4fthat ¢annot be,. the 
ficxt is, to feck Div érfion ftom. Thoughts, by 
Sports; Bufinefs, ot Labours > - 

_ 2628 It is not to infult, and doihitieer over | 
Tnferiors, to louk difdainfully, and revile impe- 
rioully, that will pfocure thee an Efteem from 


my ane; it will indeed make them keep their 
Diftance {ufficiently; but it will be Diftance 
without Reverence, and ’twil] make them haté 


e. | ny 

2629 Ditcreet Patience will give thee great 
Advantages; for whereas Haftinefs would make — 
thee difcover thy Defigns, andthereby warn thy | 
Enemies to arm themifelves before thou -ftrikeft: — 
Privacy and right timing of it would give thee 
an Oppertunity of making the firft Blow, and 
im what Part thon wouldeff.§ = = 
_ 2630 If thou behaveft thyfelf with an uneven, 
and captious Converfation towards others, thou 
art a Tell-tale of ne own unpeaceable, and mi- 
{erably unguiet Mind. He that falls out with 
every body, muft Sr fal] out with himfelf. 
; 2631 ‘( thou fpareft in every thing, thou art 
an inexcufable Niggard; iffin nothing, as inex- 
cufable a Prodigal. A Mean is to fpare in what 
is leaft neceflary, and Jay out more liberally in | 
what is moft required, in thy Circumftances. 
_ 2632 Believe me, no Refpe® is lafting and 
true, but that which is produced by thy being 
-arfeful to thofe that pay it; where that faileth, 
the Homage, and the. Reverence go away with 
it, and fly to others, where fomething may be 
expected in Exchange for them. . _ 
_ 2633 An Averfion to what is criminal, anda 
Contempt of what is ridiculous, are the infepa- 
rable Companions of Underftanding and Virtue; 
but have thou-a care of letting them go further 
than thy own Thoughts, for that may have much 
Dangerripit.. © 205 7° a 
_ 2634 If thou doft not frequently turn thy 
Eyes inwards, to fee what is amifs in thee, "tis 
a i Ete Dred on ta a Sign 
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4 Sign thou haft an unwelcome. Profpect eee) 
_ which thou .careft not to Jook on; and rathey 


feckeft thy Confolations in the Faults of thofe 
thou converfeft with. 
2635 If thou carrieft it proudly, every. one 


will be more inquifitive after thy Blemithes, than 
_ thy Beauties ; and will-be-glad to ftop thy Car- 


reer :. Whereas, if thou art an humble Soul, thow 
wilt pats the ftrifteft Guards, ‘and with more 
Faults, without, Scorn and Searching. - 

2636 A little Heap, if thou haft F rugality, 
Temperance, Humility, and Induftry for thy 
Stewards, is a plentiful Eftate; but wherever 
Wafttfulnefs, Luxury, wanton Fancy, and Ne- 
gligence, rule and govern, Plenty itfelf is mere 
Poverty. 

2637 If thou confidereft, and comeft to n6 
Refolution, thou art like the Man that ploughs 
his Ground, but fows nothing uponit. And if 
thou refolvett, but executeft not, thou art yet 
more fottith ; for thou art at all the Coft, and 
iakeft all the. Painsy aut reapeft no Fruit of, thy 
Labour.” , , 

‘2638. Complain. not of: the Shortnefs’ of thy 
Life; if thou wilt allow to the Prattice of Wif- 
dom -thofe great Shares of. Time, which Men 
commonly fpend in Vice, Impertinence and Idle- 
ne{s,. the Days of thy Life will amount to a 
great, Sum.. 

2639, Up; ‘and be ddings thou. knoweft not 
thy own Abilities and Power. It’s a vaft deal of 
Work thou may’ft do, if thou never beeft idle ; 
and ’tis an huge Way thou mayeft go in Virtue, 
if thou neyer goeft out of thy Way, 
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"2640 If thou ha thyfelf in Gaming, 
fhou wilt hardly be moved to Paffion in more fe- 
rious and neceflary Occafions;- for that which 
vexeth, is the Mifs of Expectation: And Phy is 
nothing but a frequent Expectation of Hazard, 
and thofe that ufe it, have continually curfed Af- 
faults by it, ee 
2641 If thou praifeft thyfelf, thou defireft 
Confent, and feekeft after others Approbatian. 
If thou blameft thyfelf, thou feekeft for Oppofi- 
tion, and defireft thou may’ft be contradicted ; 
now this latter Humility is not a Jot better than 
the other Pride. ice Pe 

2642 Thou art not the firft Innecent that 
hath been perfecuted; and if thou canft not bear 
Detraction and Slander, thou art more delicate 
and dainty than Princes and Heroes, who forbore 
not doing well, tho’ for their well-doing they 
were evil fpoken of. 

2643 Generally it is beft in Company, that 
thou rather attend to others, than be an eloquent 
Merchant of thy own Conceits: .for Men that 
are expert and ‘practifed wil be ‘Itkely out of 
unguarded Words to pick fuch.Confequences, 
as perhaps may not be greatly to thy Advan- 
tage. - é. 8 _ 

2644 Receive not too many fuch Benefits as 
thou canft not eafily recompence; they are as 
dangerous as Injuries: for when a Man cannot 
~ make out his Thankfulnefs, he will' judge his 
Benefactor takes him for ungrateful; fo firft he 
groweth.uneafy at him, and by Degrees rurns 
his Enemy.. en - 

2645 Have a care of being prefumptuoufly 
felf-fufficient: Many Men of large Abilities re- 
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lying wholly upon their own Wit, and negleat- 


ing Advice and ordinary Means, fuffer others 

lefs able, but more active, and induftrious, to go 

beyond them. . = | 
2646 Be not anxioufly careful for the future: 


When thou art dead, thou wilt be no more con- | 


cerned in that thou fhalt leave behind thee, than 
thou waft in that which was before thou watt 
born, 

2647 Every Man thinks he deferves better 
than indeed he doth; therefore thou canft not 
oblige Mankind more than by fpeaking well 
where thou canft, Man is the greateft Flatterer 
of himfelf in the World. 

2648 If Fate be certain, it can do thee no 
Good to know it, becaufe thou canft not pre- 
vent it; If it be uncertain, thou fearcheft in vain 
to find out that which perhaps may not be. So 
either Way thou hazardeft for Unhappinefs. 

2649 Small Faults become great Tranfgref- 


fions by Delight, and frequent Repetition; and. 


thou muft exercife the greater Diligence, to dif- 
cover and avoid them: and if thou had’ft them 
not at firft, they'll pafs, ’ere thou art aware, in- 
to a Cuftom. | 

2650 If thou wouldeft preferve 2 common 
Reputation among the People, be careful of thy 
Talk ; for there is nothing by which Men judge 
fo much of each other’s Prudence, as by. their 
Difcourfe: and ’tis hard to perfuade that that 
Man can act wifely, who talks foolifhly. 

26515 If thou-fhouldeft ever attain to Wealth, 
thank God for it, and not thyfelf. That Luck, 


and a Train of happy Chances has a greater | 


Share in making a Man rich, than Ingenuity, 
| F 2 and 
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. and Diligence, feems to be’ acknowledged by the 


‘World, fince a Man’s Eftate is cdlled this For- 
tune, not his Merit. | 

2652 Let every Diftrefs awaken thy Mind to 
fly to thy Redeemer; and then Afflictions will 
appear like’that’Rain which fell on the Ark, the 
more it poured down, the more it lifted up the 
Ark, ‘and faved it from the Fury of the Waters. 

2653 Thou canft not be a right Man without 
Converfation ; for he that ufeth not Company, 
hath no Experience ; he that hath ‘no Experience, 
hath no Judgment; and he that hath no Judg- 
ment, is no better than a Beaft. ~ . 

2654 Seeing in Converfation we commonly 
treat of divers ‘Things, leaping from ohe Matter 
into another, there is nothing; doth ‘thee more 
Honour, or maketh thee better liked of in’ good 
Company, than to be ready at ‘all Effays,’ and 
have a Mouth for every Matter. 

2655 If thou art wifely liberal, thou wilt 
know how to,give, without lofing what thou 
giveft: and to ‘accompany thy Prefent with fuch 
Judgment, that ‘nothing fhall feem little. Rare- 
nefs is’ fometimes -more conliderable and ac- 
ceptable than Magnificence. 

2656 In Matters“of fmall Moment thou 
needeft not take Pains in fearching, ftudying, 
and fettling thy Judgment ; in fuch Cafes ’tis ea- 
fer, and well enough; to mun into the common 
Opinion, without exantining whether it be frit 
ly true or'no. 

- 2657 If thou art innocent, thou fhouldeft be 
no more affected when thou art called, guilty, 
than thou fhouldeft be, if they call thee fick, 
when thou art well. 

2658 ‘Thou 
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2658-Thou art born for Bufinefs as well as So 
ciety; tho’ Converfation is a great Pleafure, and 
Solace to humane Nature: yet a Life partly of 
that, and partly of Action, and partly of Leifure 
and Retirednefs, is moft fuitable to the Affairs 
and Intereft of Man. . | | 

2659 Thou may’ft find as much Eafe, and a 
great deal more generous Contentment, if thew 
tyeft up thy Inclinations to fomething of a fe- 
vere. Difcretion, than in permitting them ta 
wanton in all Vagaries of their little Free-~ 
doms. | | 

2660 Think well-tefore hand; and be affured, 
that it is not the outward Rite only, performed 
by the Minifter, that conftitutes a Spoufal Har- 
mony: for if both Hearts be not linked before 
Hands be joined, the Houfe-Mufick is very like- 
ly to clofe in daily Difcords. me ue 
_ 2661 If thou exafperateft thy Pains by Impa- 
tience, and a ane and wearieft out Nature 
by effeminate Complaints, thou wilt heighten it 
up to-the Degree of intolerable; whereas Con- 
ftancy and Cuftom of fuffering would. alleviate; 
mitigate, and blunt its Edge. 

2662 When thou art converfing intimately, 
or carelefly, thou wilt be in Danger of laying 
thyfelf open, and difcovering thofe Paflions, 
Failings, and Faults, which thou wouldeft be 
careful to conceal, if a Stranger, or a grave Man 


were with thee, to make his Remarks and Ob- 


fervations. 

2663 If thou art in fuch a Condition, as doth 
place thee above Contempt and below Envy, 
and wanteft not Health, thou canft not, by any 

: EF 3 Enlargement 
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Enlargement of Fortune, be made really more 
rich, or more happy than thou art. 

2664 If thou canft be eloquent without more 
Pains than the Thing is worth, then ufe thy Fa- 
eulty, provided thou valueft thyfelf upon the 
Matter more than upon the Words, and apply- 
eft thyfelf rather to the Underftanding than to 
the Fancy. 3 | 
- 2665 Nothing certainly can be more entirely 
decent, than an Equability in, thy whole Life, 
and every particular A€tion of it; which thou 
canft not poflibly obferve and keep, if, imitating 
other Mens Nattires, thou: layeft afide thine 
own. ee a os 

2666 Thou dyeft thinking thou art not to die 
yet, and forgetting that Death grows upon thee, 
and goes along with thee from one End of thy 
Life to the other, without diftinguifhing of Per- 
fons, or Ages,- Sex or Quality, ‘and whether it 


finds thee welt or il¥ doing: As the Tree falls fo 


it hies. : : : ‘ ; 
-. 2667 -Amtife not thy Thoughts about the ge- 
neta! Concern, and about univerfal Caufes, and 
Conducts, which will very welt carty themfetves 
without thy Care: but think of thyfelf, and mind 
thy proper Concerns, and thy own Perfon, which 
is nearer to thee than any one whatfoever. _ 


2668 If in Youth, and ripe Age thou haf | 


been diligent, and painful, there will not be 
much left to-be done when thou art old. If 
there be then much behind, thou art to blame 
the former Part of thy Life, not old Age. 

2663 To converfe with thy Inferiors and E- 
quals (who are ready to fatter and humour thee) 
Ta ee : may 
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may be more pleafing and detightful to thee: 
but to be with thy Elders and betters (who may 
reprove and inftru@ thee) is much more fate and 
profitable, | 

° 2670 ’Tis good, ‘that thy Face “give thy. 
Tongue leave to fpeak: for the Difcovery of a 
Man's Self, by the T’raéts of his Countenance, 
is a great Weaknefs and Betraying ; and that 
fo much the more, by how much it is many 
times more marked and believed, than a Man’s 
Words. | 

‘ 2671 Sitice nothing: is more certain: than 
Death, nor.more uncertain thah the Time ‘of 
Dying, ’twill’ be the ‘firft and chiefeft Part of 
Wifdom in thee, to be always preparing for that 
which mutt certainly come, and which may hap- 
pen to thee any Hour of thy Life: Thou thale 
riot haften thy Death’ by, being ftill ready, but 
{weeten it. | 

2672 Do not think it af Hortoar, to be takep 
Notice. af for one that.talks. moft in Com — ; 
but On the contrary, take Pleafurre in not 

ing, but when thou oughteft: Every one pre-' 
fent, has an equal Right of Talking; thou’ 
thay’(t therefore fpeak to make Converfation, 
but muft ot pretend ‘to take from others the’ 
fame. Liberty, - - 

~ 2673 If all fhould be ‘fpoken againtt’ thee that 
could be malicioufly invented, what would it 
hurt thee, if thou fufferedft it to pafs, and ma-_ 
deft no more account of it, than of a Mote in 
the Sun. Could all thefe Words pluck fo much’ 
as one Hair. from thy Head? ~ 
2674 Allaw tf yee due Time for the doing 
of any Thing. We- -" not how log any” 

one 
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one has been a doing of a Work, but whether 
it be well done, that only makes it valuable. 
Fait and Slow are Accidents, which are unknown 
and forgotten, whereas Will is permanent. 

2675 To commit a Folly-makes not a Fool, 
but not to know how to hide it. Ifone ought 
to hide his Paffions, much more he ought his 

aults. How great foever thy Friendfhip be, 
never uuft thy Friend with thy Failings: Nay 
hice them from even thyfelf, if it be poflible. 

2676 Study confifts not in reading of Books. 
Ail that is ufeful to be known has not yet been 
written. Thou fhouldeft account Refle€tion 
and Converfation to be the main. Part of thy 
Study. 
wee Be not afhamed of any bodily Blemifb. 
If any thing be amifs which thou haft made, or 
cantt mend thyfelf, thou may’ft blufh at it; but 
what Nature hath put upon thee, let her be a- 
fhamed for thee, thou haft nothing to do with 
it. . ar a, 
2678 Reftrain thyfelf from being too fiery 
and flaming in Matter of Argument. Truth 
often fuffers more from the Heat of its Defen- 
ders, than from the Arguments of its Oppofers. 
And nothing does reafon more right than the 
Coolnefs of thofe that offer it. 9 © ° | 

2679 There be many wife Men, but more 
Fools; and amongft them thou wouldeft be 2 
very great one, if being at Reft in thy own Houfe, 
thou fhouldeft feek elfewhere for Troublé, Tor- 
ments, and Perplexities, which Offices and Dig- 
nities will certainly bring home to thee. ~ — 
_ 2680 If thou art one of an innocent Life, thou’ 
fhals have Peace, tho’ perhaps thou may’ft make 
ae z os . . Se f cote "ho 


2 


- =e 


[ 10$ ] 
mo great Noife in the World; yet thy undi- 
fturbed Pleafures will-yield thee the higheft Con- 
tentment. - And thy Delight will be fuch as it 
is hard for great Perfons, and thofe who are. 
much in the World, to take any therein. 

2681 If thou difpenfeft thy Bounty, fo as to 
engage Men to Virtue by it, thou art indeed 
the magnificent Perfon,. thou outvieft the moft 
profufe Donations of the greateft Potentates. 
‘They. can give but fome little Parcels.of Earthy 


- but thou givett Heaven.. 


-- ‘2682: Thou oughteft not to be (as thi Brutes) 
without Affection ; nor as Ideots are, without 
Reafon: But thou oughteft to be fo fenfible as 
ftill to know how to oppofe Reafon to Griefs, 
and all the other Paffions. - Want of Senfe and’ 
Refentment is not to be called Equality Of 
Mind, but Stupidity. 

; 2683 Have a Care of him that is flow to an- 
ger, for like as green Wood which is long in 
kindling, continueth hot longer than the dry, if it 
have once taken Fire: So that. Man,.who is not 
eafily moved is more hard to be pacify’d, than 
he that is quickly provoked. 

‘2684 If thou defireft true and everlafting Glo- 
ry, thou wilt not much care for what pafleth a- 
way with Time. ‘Thou wilt enjoy great Tran- 
quillity and Peace of Mind, if thou careft nei- 
ther for the Praifes, nor Difpraifes of Men. © 

2685 Be not prefumptuoug nor over confi- 
dent of thy.own Strength.. How: canft thou be 
fure:to continue always upright and firm in the 
fame State-of Virtue, when the Angels in Heas 
ven have fallen, ‘and alfo the firft Man in Paras 


dife ? 
F 5 2686 The 
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. 2686 The fureft and mioft certain Way to 
gain Quiet and Satisfaction in the ‘World is, to 
-get into forme fettled and honeft- Employment 
fuitable to thy Station, Quality, and Inclina- 
tion, and that accompanied with an unfpotted 
Reputation, and a good Confcience. 

' 2687 Be aflured of it, that Tale-bearers, who 
fpeak ill of others to thee, will fpeak ill of thee 
to others: And tho’ they ought to be treated as 
Spies, yet moft an eid they are in great Favour; 
for they are ever extremely officious. 

2688 For the reftraining of Anger, it’s the 
beft Remedy to win Time, and to make thy- 
felf believe, that the Opportunity of thy Re- 
venge is not yet come, but that thou forefeeft a 
Fime for it, and foto, fill thyfelf in the mean 
‘Time, and refpite it. . 

2689 ‘The firft Step to moderating and go- 
verning of the Mind is, to be aware and per- 
ceive at firft, that thou art falling into Paffion : 
By this Means thou wilt enter the Lifts with a 
full Power over thyfelf, and may’ft examine how 
far it is neceflary to give way to thy Refent- 
ment. : 

- 2690 I advife thee to fettle thyfelf (if Provi- 
dence permit) in a middle Station of Life: For 
Greatnefs and Power is but a Piece of empty 
and toilfome Pageantry, and often the Subjeét 
of Mifery, and difmal Tragedies, not incident 
toalower State. | 

-.2691 Watch thy natural Affections, and lay 
a Reftraint upon them ; for. otherwife they may 
entangle and enflave thee, as well as unlawful 
and irregular ones, Religion indeed makes sii 
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the. Seeds of Virtue, but without it, they will 
betray thee into Sin and Folly. 

2692 In valuing and rewarding Kindneffes 
and Favours, thou art not to reward their Work 
but their Love ; and art not to confider what 
the aétual Service was, whether {mall or great, 
but what the real Motive and Affection was that 
caufed it.to be done. _ 

mi I would have thee — that all Ip 


ig thy Sin, that it wil be a great heave | 
of it. 

. 2694 Thou doft but hinder thy March by la- 
ding thyfelf with thick Clay, it is very cumber- 
fome in-thy Journey, and will be of no Ufe at 
thy Journey’s End. Why then fhouldeft thou 
put thy{elf to fo much Uneafinefs for that which ~ 
neither is, nor can be of any Ufe to thee? 

_ 2695 ‘Thou fhouldeft fix and fore-arm thy 
Mind with this fettled Perfwafios, that during 
that Commotion of thy Blood and Spirits (ini 
which Paflion confifts) whatfoever is offered ta: 

y Imagination in favour of ity tends Gnly to: 
deceive thy Reafon. 

- 2696 Refift a Temptation immediately, and 
with all thy Power; and affure thyfelf, the fame. 
Meafure of Shame and Sorrow thou fhouldeft . 
have had, after {ubmitting to it, the fame Mea-- 
fure of Comfort and Glory Malt thou have after: 
beating..it off. 

2697 To live contentedly it faffices that thou, 
hak a tranfcendent Soul, which indifferently 

F-@ ~— coptemplates 
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contemplates good and bad Fortune, which 
efteems only that which-is to laft eternally, 
which does its utmoft to becomé like God, and 
therein finds its Repofe, Joy, ‘and Happinefs, 

. 2698 Let Men think and fay what they wilF 
of thee. Thou art happy if thy Confcience dotlr 
not accufe thee before God. Mens Opinions 
and their Judgments are: falfe, and -inconftant, 
and vain, and can make thee-neither better nor 
worfe. i a i. ne, oe 
: 2699 If thou either loveft that which is not 
good, or overloveft that which is fo ; defireft with- 
out Reafon or Bounds ; hopeft without Ground, 
and heareft as vainly as thou hopeft ; it cannot 
be, but that-thou muft live in perpetual Dif- 
quits. a 

- 2700 The Compofednefs, or thé Diforder of 
thy Humour does not depend fo much upon the 
great and‘ moft confiderable Accidents of Life, 
which happen but now and then, as upon the: 
fuitable and unfuitable Management of little: 
Things: that befal thee every Day. | 

' 2701 This World at beft is but a very: indif- 
ferent Place, and he isthe wifeft: Man that bears 
himfelf towards it with the moft indifferent Af-- 
fection. "The Temper thou fhouldeft aim at is, 
to be always willing to leave'it, and yet be pa-- 
tient to ftay in it as long as God pleafes. 

. 2702 It behooveth thee to-be a Chriftian, not 
only by Cuftom but by Choice, and then thow 
fhalt live according to- thy Religion. If thou 
takeft up a Religion for. any other Reafon'than 
to obey and practife it, thou'doft not-chufe x 
eo » but only counterfeiteft the Choice 

OF XM, , : 7 
2703 Believe’ 
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__ 2703 Believe me, it’s impoffible for thee eyer™ 
to find Pleafure, SatisfaCtion, ar Quiet of Mind, 
either in Life, or atthe Hour of Death, but in, 
having thy Confcience. telling’ thee, thou. haf 
lived according to the Diétates of right Rea-- 
fon. 

2704 Believe not in thy Enemy’s Pretence of 
Reconciliation and Kindnefs, till thou. haft fome 
folid Groand for Faith and Credulity: to ftand 
upon. If thou takeft thy. Enemy’s firft Word,, 
thou wilt foon be decoyed into his Net. | 
_ 2705 When thou makeft Confeffion to God, 
thou fhouldeft (befides Contrition, and..a Refo- 
lution in general to fin no more) defign the Ex- 
tirpation of fome one particular Sin,. to avoid 
and prevent the Occafions of that one Sing. 
which is moft dangerous and importunate. . - 

_ 2706 Take thy Advantage of Time, Things, 
and Places; when thou haft. an advantageous 
Opportunity, feize it prefently. If thou letteft 
the Fifh efcape into the Water, thou may’tt' 
caft thy Net often, yet never catch it any 
more. 

2707 Do not magnify and applaud thy Friend 
foo much, it will raife Envy and Enemies; and 
moreover, may make him proud and arrogant., 
Qne might (tho’ it is fcarce allowable) play a, 
cunning Part thus, to blow up an Enemy. 

2708: ‘Fhou wilt many Times be forced by’ 
the Laws of Hofpitality to endure the hearing: 
of good Men: calumniated'; but thou, may’f, 


bear it the eafier, becaufe’ it’s only ill Men that’ 


do it, and fo thou-rneedeft not’ let it make any. 
Impreffion or thee... : 


, sb, 2? 2709 God 


Eroy 
2469 God in'Mercy and Wildom governs 
the’ World, and it is one of his Glories that he 
brings good out of evil; and therefore it is but 
Reafon that thou fhouldeft truft hun to govern 
his own World; and that thou fhouldeft pa- 
tiently wait till the Change.cometh, -or till the 
Reafon be difcovered. © | 
2710 ‘Tho’ a Mari may pleafe thee, thou art 
not therefore prefently to take him in for an in- 
timate Friend. ‘The Pleafantnefs.of his Humour 
and Ways are’ no -Proof of his Capacity and Fi- 
delity. ©.” re 
ate Pray often, and thou fhalt pray oftener. 
When thou art accuftomed to a frequent Devo- 
tion, it will fo infenfibly unite thy Nature and 
Affections, that *twill become troublefome: to 
omit thy ufual and appointed Prayers, - 
‘2712 Do not accule others to excufe thyfelf 
(where it can well be avoided) for that is neither 
generous nor juft. But let Sincerity and Inge- 
nuity be thy Refuge, rather than Craft and 
Falfhood. Cunning borders very near upon 
Craft, and Wifdom neither ufes nor wants. it. 
. 2713 Qur Fortunes. and our Sejves are fe 
elofely link’d, that it is exceeding difficult to 
know which of them caufeth Love.and Refpeét; 
to us whilft they hold together: But when they 
rife and break, thow wilt evidently fee. ( tho” 
perhaps too late) which was aimed at. i 
- 2714 Think, and think often of it, that thou. 
fhalt end in Death. -The People fhall talk. of, 
thee a while good or bad, . according as thou de~, 
ferveft, or even as they pleafe. . One Day. it; 
fhall come to pafs, that it fhall be told of thee 
in the Neighbourhood, he is dead, 
a 2715 If 


vit 
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- 916 Ef thou liveft only to gratify thy fenfitive 
Appetite, thou art not a Man, but a Beaft: But 
if thou preferreft thy nobleft Reafon before thy 
Senfes, thou art a Man that deferveft Honour. 

1716 Judge not of Mens Managements at 
firft Sight. ‘There are a World of Proceedings 
that appear odd, and even ridiculous, which yet 
are grounded upon fecret Reafons, that are very 
folid and fubftantial, when they come to be 
rightly known. _ - | 

2717 There is a particular Way of hearken- 
ing to ones felf, which thou muft avoid as being 
very unpleafing in Converfation : For it is as ri- 
diculous to hear ones felf in Company, as it is 
to talk when a Mar is by himéelf. 

2718 In Times of great Joy or Grief, have 
a very great Guard upon thyfelf; for thou wilt 
then be in Danger of fpeaking, of acting fomething 
indecently or imprudently, of which thou may’ 
afterwards be afhamed, and forry for. _ 

2719 Thou wilt not find it fo eafy a Matter 
to pleafe People as thou may’ft imagine. To, 
compafs it well, there muft be an Intermixture — 
of Dexterity and good Fortune, efpecially where 
thou wouldeft not do it by F ie ane 

2720 If thou knoweft, that God’ is angry 
with thee, thou muft look for Vengeance every 
Hour, and therefore it behooves thee to make it 
thy principal Care and Endeavour to avoid it, 
ig prefent Repentance and Amendment of 
Life. er, ae 

2721 When thou feeft one moved by a Pal- 
fion, let him alone, right or wrong; he may 
poflibly do the fame for thee. The Storm is be- 
got only by a Concurrence of Angers, which ae 

; | y 
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fly kindle one: another. Let every one have 
his own. Ways fo fhalt thou be ' aways at 
Peace. 

2722 T hat thou may’ft Habjteate thy Fancy 
to meditate in fome Method, and to fome End, 
and to keep it from lofing itfelf in roving at ran- 
dom; it’s but to give it a-Body, and book all 
the little. Thoughts that prefent themfelves to 
thee. 

2723 It behooves thee to fee and ftudy thy 
Vices, that, thou;may’ft. correct: them: If thou 
concealeft ‘them from others,. commonly thou 
wilt conceal them from thyfelf, and wilt think 
thefe Sins are never clofe enough, if they be not 
difguifed, and hid from thy Confcience. 

_ 2724 I would have thee be fenfible of, and 
feel] thy Contentment and Profperity ; not as- 
one that perceives it flide and pafs by, -but as a. 
Man that ftudies and ruminates upon it, to the 
End that thou may’ft render condign Thanks to. 

him that grants it to thee.. 

272§ Either the Thing thou forroweft for is 
to be remedied, or it is not: If it be, why doft 
thou fpend the Time .in Mourning, which. 
fhould be ufed in applying of Remedies? But if 
it be not, then .is thy Sorrow vain and fuper- 
fluous,. as tending to no real Effect. 

_ 1726 God is as exactly careful of every one 

of us, and all our Concerns, as if he had. no- 

thing elfe to look. after, therefore rely. upon. 
him. Thou wilt never have Quiet in this 

World if thou bufieft thyfelf about.God’s Work, 

and neglecteft thy own. -. 

2727 Thou haft in thy own. Life Sins enough, 
in YY own Mind Trouble enough, in thy own 

Fortune 
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Fortune Evils enough, in the Performance of 
thy Offices Failings more than enough, to en- 
tertain thy Own Enquiry, without being curious. 
after the Affairs of other Men. 

.2728 A little Vein of Folly or Whim may 
be pleafant and not amifs in thy Converfation ; 
becaufe ’twill give thee a Liberty of faying 
Things, that grave Men, tho’ they will not fay, 
yet may be willing to hear, : 
‘ 2729 Shew not Honour, and Refpect, and 
Complaifance to every .one alike ; nothing is fo 
naufeous as undiftinguifh’d Civility. Tis like, 
a Whore, or a Hoftefs, that looks kindly upon 
every Body that comes to be made a Prey of! ' 

2730 Praife ought to be confidered as the Sha-’ 
dow of a good Action, and follows it, and does’ 
not go, before it: So.that if thou doeft a good 
Aétion, that thou may’ft. be praifed for it, ‘thou 
reverfeft the Order of Things, and putteit that. 
before which fhould come: behind. 

2931 One great Ufe of a Friend is, ‘to aifbar 
then ones felf‘into. ‘Foo much’ Sécrecy and 
Concealment may caufe the Wound of a terrify’d: 
Confcience to bleed inwardly, rankle, fefter,. 
and grow defperate, whereas feafonable Opening. 
of it might haye’ cleared and cured it.’ : 
2732 Thou’ knoweft not thy own Strength’ 
for want of ‘ttying it, and upon that Recount 
thinkeft thyfelf really unable to do many Things 
which Experience would convince thee, thou 
haft more Ability to effect, than thou haft Wilk 
to attempt. 

2733 .The Meafures that God marks out to’ 
thy Charity are thefe, thy Superfluities mutt‘ 
give Place fo thy Neighbour’s gréat Conve- 

nience. 
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nience. -Thy Convenience muft yield to thy 
Neighbour’s Neceffity: And laftly, thy very 
Neceflities muft yield-to thy Neighbour’s Ex- 


tremity, - 2.0.) |, 
_ 2734 Never enter into a League of Friend- 
fhip with one whom thou haft known to be an 
ungrateful Perfon to others; prefume not to 
think thou fhalt be able to alter, or meliorate him 
by any Acts of Kindnefs, tho’ never fo frequent, 
never fo obliging, © a 
_ 2735: As thou fhouldeft not open thy Ear ea- 
fily to every ill Report, and bad Character of o- 
thers, whom thou knoweft not; fo neither 
fhouldeft thou be too free. of thy Tongue, in 
cenfuring thofe thou art not perfectly acquainted 
with .. © -. se : 
_ 2736. Pour, not out Iavifhly upon thy Friend 
many. Gifts, or Kindneffes -of any fort at once; 
but be a good Hufband, and drop him ever new 
and then one: io fhalt, thou by tying on ftefh’ 
Obligations frequently renew. and confirm the 
as acts Sara a ei ne 
2737 Great Men will. forget thee after thou 
haft done them Service, and when they have 
got what they wanted, they will rather hate 
thee, for faying thou haft beef a Means of 
their Purpofe, or Advancement, than acknow-, 
ledgeit.. =. ee . 
2738 Do not praife thyfetf, except thou wi!t 
be counted a vain-glorious Fool, neither take 
Delight in the Praifes others give thee, unlefs 
thou defervefk them; -and receive, them only 
from fuch as are worthy and honeft, and Withal 
warn thee of thy Faults, - = ~ | 


2739 Thou 
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2739 Thou may’ft live very well contented, 
tho’ thou feeft Things go not as thou wifheft; 
if fo be thou art but willing to Jet them take 
their Courfe, and haft no Defire but this, that 
all may be, tho’ thou knoweft not how, to the 
Glory of God, and the general Good. — 

2740 To keep Company with Men of many 
different Qualities, and Attainments, thou muft 
alfo have fome for thy Share, that thou may’f€ 
be able to fay fomething in thy Tum, and not 
be always a bare Hearer of other Peoples Dif- 
courfes. | 4% 

2741 Whenever thou: art tempted to the 
Commiffion of any thiag that is ill; think with 
thyfelf, that Wickednefs will moft affuredly have 
quite another Afpe€&t when it ftands in the Sha- 
dow of Death, than it had in the dazling Beams 
of Health and Vigour, ti | 
_ 2742 Shew pot thyfelf -joyful and pleafed at 
the Misfortunes of. any Man, tho’.thou hatefk 
him: It argues a mifchievous Mind, and that 
thou hadit a Defire to have done it thyfelf, if 
it hadit had Power or Opportunity to thy 

fl) sk. ae 
__2944 Be not like thofe vulgar Spirits, who 
intereft themfelves in all the Quarrels of States 
and Princes;, and will always be Parties, on 
Purpofe to put themfelves in Choler, and be mi- 
ferable in the Misfortunes of others. 

2744. Thou wert better be an honeft Man, 
than a great Man. As.faft as great Men purfue 
Promotion and Riches, fo faft alfo do Danger, 
Envy and Death purfue them; and not one a- 
mong ft Numbers, but is overtaken before he ar- 
rivethb at his Aim,. 

3 2745 Thy 
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2745 Thy Life being appointed but a fhort 
Courfe, and the Courfe of a general Knowledge 
being too long for it, thou art to endeavour for 
that Knowledge chiefty, which moit concerns 
thee ;° otherwife thou may’ft die at laft a goad: 
Aftronomer, and an evil Man. 7 
_ 2746 Take heed of thofe Men that.are taci- 
turn, referved, and not foon moved; as for thofe 
paffionate Perfons who carry their Heat in their 
Mouth, they are rather to be pityed, than feared ; 
their Threatnings ferving to.no other Purpofe, 
than to fore-arm Him ‘that is threatened. 

2747 Be not prefently.angry witha Man for 
Breach of Promifé, but confider Reafon:;: for 
there happen a thoufand Impediments, which 
may hinder a Man from keeping his Word: and 
avery Thing that is promifed and not done, is 
hot therefore a Violation of Faith, or Breach of 
Promife, . 9». 2-7, | es 

2748 ‘Suffer. not thyfelf to bé impofed’upon 
by the predt Appearances Men may make; for 
Obfervation will often tell‘thee, that thofe who 
pretend to Know more than others, are moftly 
more Ignorant than thofe that pretend to know 
nothing. _ . ae ay eer : | 
2749 One Month in the School of Affliction 
will teach’ thee more than the great Precepts of 
Hriftotle in feven Years; for thou’ canft never 
judge rightly of humane-A ffairs, unlefs thou hatt 
firft felt the Blows, and: found: out the Deceits 
ef Fortune. = | 
2750 Be not afhamed to blufh at Vice; it lets 
the World know, that the Heart within hath an 

Inclination to Virtue: ’tis believed, that many 
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had been bad that are not, ‘if they had’ nat been 
bridled by a bafhful Nature. . 

2751 Be not ridiculous and park to. the 
Company, like thofe who will preamble a Tale 
impertinently, and cannot be delivered of a Jett, 
till they have travelled an Hour in Trivials; and 
fo-fpoil a good Difh with improper Saw Ce. and 
difagreeable forced Meats. 

2752 If thou tranflateft any thing, affect. not 
a verbal L Nicety ; ; becaufe the Spirit of two Lan- 
guages is commonly loft by it; and methinks, it 
refembles Arras Hangings turned the wrong Side 
outward: all the Figures appear mif-fhapen, and 
deformed. | 
' 2753 Thou may’ft make thyfelf learneder by 
Reading, but wifer only by regulating thy Ac- 
tions: Spend not all thy Vigour in. Difcipline, 
in the:Drefling-room of thy Soul; I would have 
thee come out, and live as well as think. 

. 2754 If thou art a wife Man, as foonas thou 
cafteft thy Eyes upon a good Man, thou wilt de- 
fire to imitate his Virtues; but whenever, thop 
Fixeft thy Sight upon a Man given’ up, to, his 
Vices, thou wilt. miftruft thyfelf, and interyo; 
gate, Am not I like that Man?’ 

255 Stand up ftrongly in thyfelf, ‘and agt by 
thy own Principles; great Spirits and ,valuable 
Men never fall by Example; the Crimes of o- 
thers give them fo much Horror, that they. are 
never more ftrongly confirmed in Good, than 
—‘wheti they fee Evil committed. 

. 2756 Death grows on thee every Day; ’twas 
born with thee: Each Day, thou dyeft; for each 
Day fome Part of thy Life is gone. All thy paft 
Days aré NOW no more; Nay, thou divideft this 

very 
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very Day. this very Minute thou art reading : 
with Death 5 

2757 If thou appeareft very forward and bufy 
in thrafting thyfelf into Bufinefs, and'in’ giving 
others Counfel, ‘tis a plain Proof thou hafta 
great Conceit of thy own Abilities, and a great | 
Defire to fhew it. ‘ 


2758 Have a care thou thiftake not’ a nice 

Point of Honour with thy Friend; and break 
with him upon a filly Trifle, or perhaps a Mif- 
take: Thus thou wouldeft give the Lie to all 
the Friendfhip thou haft profeffed for him, and 
go off with the handfome Charaéter of Captious, 
and Fickle. =. © 
_ 2759 In.Converfation be calm and eafy, yet 
fubmit not blindly to. any; but preferve the Li- 
berty of thy-own Reafon: and if thou difputett 
let it be for Inftruction, not Victory, and yield 
to Truth as foon as ever it appears, and from — 
whomfoever it comes. 
_ 2760 Happinefs of Life confifteth not in rai- 
fing thyfelf higher than thou art; but in leading 
a Life in Tranquillity and Eafe, conformable to 
what thou art: This would be to get above 
the Atmofphere of Clouds and Storms, and live 
im Heaven. . won S : 

2761 Life is a Circle and Viciffitude of Good 
and Evil, to which thou muft accommodate and 
accuftom thyfelf. Thou may’ft grieve and be 
troubled never fo much, yet Things will have 
their Courfe. ‘Thy Impatience and. Vexing will 
not alter them, for help thee. _ | 

2762 In Matters of Slander, thou oughteft to 
fufpend thy Judgment, and examine the Thing; 
and not, as the common Cuftom is, perfuade 
‘ | thyfelf, 
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thyfelf, that common Report is fufficient war- 
rant for the Truth of the Matters. Popular O- 
pinion is the greateft Lie in the World. | 

2763 Avoid Men that are Hot and Quarrel- 
fome ; they will affront thee for nothing, and 
urge Things beyond Reafon and Meafure. 
They will bring’thee into Troubles, which thou 
wilt not eafily get out of. poping ora 
with fuch is living with Wolves, Bears,’ and 
Tygers. © 

2764 To make thyfelf acceptable to thy 
Company, do not atways fpeak what thon 


' thinkeft is Curious and Excellent ; but entertain 


them with what they have fome Knowledge of, 
and with what they love and delight to hear. _ 
2765 Be not lavifh in thy Praife or Difpraife 
of either Perfons or Things. Who can tell the 
Inconveniencies it may Occafion if another take 
up the Cudgels, and engage thee in a Difpute 
or Quarrel ? What did not concern thee then 
to meddle withal, will now concern thee to 
maintain. | i 
2766 If thou advifeft or reproveft, thou hadft 


need ufe all previous Arts to vindicate the Sin- 


erity of thy Purpofes, and to convince the 
Perfon admonifhed, that ’tis neither Spleen-nor 
Prejudice, but the moft real exuberant Kindnefs, 
which prompts thee to inflict thofe Wounds on 
a Friend. | : 3 #5 
" 2767 If thou praifeft him who is thy Inferior 
or Equal, thou not only rendereft hint more 
citeemedof others, but alfo tacitly teacheft thy 
Superiors to place a greater Value upon thyfelf. 
2768 Avoid being obftinate in any Argument, 
in a Matter efpecially which touches the a 
. ion 
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fion of him thou converfeft, with; for in prefu- 
ming that thou art im the right,..thou makett a 
fecret, Reflection upon him, which is always ta- 
ken as very injurious, as betokening Scorn. 
2769 In fpeaking, patter not over what thou 
fayeft fo fwiftly, as to outrun the Imagination, 
‘Conception, and Attention, of thofe, that hear 
thee: If thou ,leaveft their Thoughts behind, 
they’ll not wait upon thee; but go abroad upon 
fomething elfe.. . Lo ee 
‘2770 Set about what is eafy, as tho’ it were 
dificult, and upon what is difficult, as tho’ it 
were eafy; the one for fear of Slackening, thro’ 
too much Prefumption ; the other for fear of lo- 
fing Courage, thro’ too much Apprehenfien. 
12971 In a married State take {pecial heed not 
to os re] about fmall Matters; let none be Wit- 
nefs ok your Fondnefs, of Diflike:  Adjuft Dif- 
ferences in your own Houfe, not in your Neigh- 
bour’s; never rip up old Sores; . and difpute 
only of one Thing at once. © cae 
1 2972 ;Affed not fuch-a-Gravity as:will make 
thee ,drag. out thy Expreffions, and in every 
Word of. three.Syllables to make as many Pau- 
fes;,. this would be very uneafy. to an Auditor 
that’s a quick ‘Thinker : for by continually check- 
ing and holding him back from his ufual,Pace, 
it would chafe him, and quite tire him. .. 
_ 2473 Ifthou fuffereft thyfelf. to be hprried in- 
to an Excels. of Concern, when thou findel hy 
_ felf injured, thou thereby. fatisfyeft-the Defign © 
of him that fought -to offend thee; and talk reff 
thy Enemy pleafed, when thou giveft him Te i- 
mony, that he hinders thee from being fo... ... 


’ 


2774 If 
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24974 If thou harboureft, and liveft with falfe 
‘Opinions, unreafonable Defires, :fond Affections, 
ungrounded Hopes, vain Fears, &%c. thou wilt | 


‘be no longer quiet, than the World pleafeth ; thy 


Peace will be at the Mercy of every Report, and 
of all the evil Accidents that happen in theWoarld. 

2775 Ufe not to carry it alike tqall, as your 
{mooth plaufible Men do: Jf thou fheweft Re- 
{pect to good, well-deferving Gentlemen, they 
swill be wholly thine; but if thou’ affordeft the 
fame Regard to Scoundrels, they will become 
infolent, and injurious to thee: Give not Pearls 
to Hogs. 

2776 Thou may’ft as well expect to grow 


Stronger .by always eating, as wifer: by always 


reading ; for much overcharges Nature, and turns 
more into Difeafe, than Nourifhment: ’Tis thy 
“Thought and Digeftion which makes Books fer- 
viceable to thee, and gives Health and Vigour 
to thy Mind. 

2777 If thou dependeft wholly upon thy own 


Experience, thou haft but a few Materials to 


work upon; thoi-art confined to narrow Limits 


‘both of Place and Time,. and art not fit to draw 
‘a large:Model, and to pronounce ae any Buji- 


nefs that is complicated: and unufyal. 
2778 If thou takeft Meafures wholly from 
Books, without looking into Men and Bufinefs, 


thou art like one travelling in a Map, where the . 


Countries and Cities are well enough. diftin- 
guifhed, yet Villages and private Seats are either 


pverlooked, or too generally marked, for. a Swan- 
-ger to find.. 


2799 If thou canft chufe thy Bufiness and 


- Diverfions, canft avoid difagreeable- Company, 


and be alone when thy Humour and Occafions 
G require 
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‘srequire it, and haft pretty good Health, andaCom- 
-petency to live upon; thou may’ft pity the Rich, 
-the Great, and the Honourable of the Earth. 

2780 If thou art pleafed with Gawdinefs of 
‘Habit, with Gingles, and falfe Ornaments in 
‘Difcourfe,: with Antick Motions and Buffoonitfh 
‘Geftures, *tis a Sign that thy Inclinations are 
trifling, and thy Judgment vulgar and -unpo- 
Mifhed. | | : 


2781 In frequent, long, needlefs,:and imper- 
tinent Vifits, thou-not only murdereft thy own 
Time, which thou fhouldeft employ better; but 
doft alfo rob them, who would perhaps chufe 
to make better ufe of theirs,if it were not taken 
‘away by fuch as underftand little elfe than fuch 
are Forms.of miftaken Civility. 

2782 It: will be very -ufeful for thee to be 
-prefent with dying -Perfons, that thou may’ft 
econfider what thou art thyfelf; and alfo, that 
whatfoever thou feeft deteftable in them, thou 
‘may’ ft avoid; and whatfoever good, thou may’ ft 
‘imitate: for at that Inftant it commonly appears 
‘what Faith and Confidence a Man hath.. . 

2783 1 would not have thee keep Company 
‘much with that idle Sort of Men, who minding 
Fancies and Pleafures, endeavour in their whole 
“Life nothing but to fet, or fow abroad ina Com- 
-monwealth, Thiftles, Thorns, and noifomWeeds 
-of Mens Wit; and not to cultivate the whole- 
be F mits of Honefty, Truth and common 

ood 


. 2784 Generofity wrong placed becometh a | 


Vice; a Princely Mind will undo a private Fa- 
imily; the Expectations of the World are beft 
.anfwered by acquitting thyfelf in that Manner, 
cwhich is prefcribed to thee by thy aera 
. , an 


| 


| 
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and not by running upon fuch:‘Things as belong 
not to thee. si 

2785 ‘Thou art not, born for thyfelf onely, 
but by the very Condition of thy Nature, art ob- 
lig’d to confecrate thy Life to the Service of o- 
thers; ’tis a reciprocal Debt, from which no 
Man is free; every Man owes fomething to his 
Relations, more to his Friends, but moft of all 
to the Publick. , - 

2786 Thou may’ft be happy any where, if 
thou knoweft how to be contented. Nature is 
ferved with a little: If thy Fortune be not ex- 
tended to the Jarger Meafure of thy Withes, thou 
muft contract and adequate thy Mind to thy For- 
tune, and that will bring all right. | 

2787 Account him thy Friend, that tells thee 
privately thofe Faults that thou obferveft not in 
thyfelf; is it not better, that he {peak ill of thee _ 
to thy Face, than that others fhould behind thy 
Back: fo kind a Piece of Service is fo far from 
meriting thy Difpleafure, that it highly defer- 
veth thy Thanks. 

2788 If thou canft hufband Time well, thou 
wilt have no Reafon to complain that thy Life | 
is too fhort; for if thou makeft Advantage of al! 
the infinite Occafions that prefent themfelves to 
thee, thou wilt anticipate Time itfelf. 

2789 If thou art falfly accufed, have Patience 
a while, when thy Innocence comes to be clear- 
ed, the Calumnies of the Envious and Spiteful, 
inftead of eclipfing, will add more Luftre to 
thee; and the harder the Ball is ftruck, the 
higher it will rebound. 

2790 If thou feareft not Death fo much as an 
ill Life; if thou thinkeft Impatience and Mur- 
musing worle than the Gout; if thou accounteft 

Gz tide 


C x24 J 

Pride to be the greateft Reproach; and takeft 
Covetoufnefs to be the bafeft Poverty: then thou 
-canft feel no harm by Death, or Sicknefs, or 
Scom, or Want. 

2791 If thou art remarkably obliging, thou 
art almoft Proof againft the Malicious; they'll 
-be afraid of attacking one fo fortifyed in publick 
‘Efteem, and under fo facred a Character; tho’ 
thy Virtue may be overlooked, yet the Infamy 
-of the Aétion againft thee will pe ent an In- 
jury. 

2792 Argue not with a Man whom thou 
“ knoweft to be of an obftinate Humour; for - 
‘when he is once contradi¢ted, his Mind is barr’d 
‘up againft all Light and Informtation: Argu- 
ments, tho’ never fo well grounded, do but 
provoke him, and make him even afraid to be 
convinced of the Truth. 

2793 I hope thou wilt never be fo Romantic 
-an Hero, as to fall in love with a Face, with+ 
eut a Fortune; a poor. Marriage (like a Father’s 
‘Theft or Trcafon) entails Shame and Mifery up- 
on Pofterity ; who receive: little Warnth from 
the: Beauty of their Mother. 

' 2794 I have fo often obferved, that Things 
_ looked upon as defperate, have fetched about to 
a hopeful Condition; and Things that looked 
well, have proved otherwife: that I advife thee 
to ftay to fee what comes of it, amd never go a- 
bout to foretel pofitively any thing. 

_ 2795 Beware of telling an improbable Trath, 
efpecially to thofe that are not well acquainted 
with thee; for if they conceive thou believeit it 
not thyfelf, they'll refent it ill, as fuppofing thou 
takelt them for Perfons to be put upon: if tae 

fam 
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think thou doft believe it, they'll defpife thee,. 
as one that is foolifhly credulous. - 

2796 Think:not of true Amity with a cove+ 
tous Man ;. he can never.be a.real Friend to any,. . 
for he loves his Money better than his Friend: 
he never parteth-with any thing barely to do an- 
other a Kindnefs, but to fetch.in Intereft; and 
if he ever ferves thee, he overvalues his Benefit,. 
and never thinks he has Thanks enough. 

2797 If thou wouldeft know. a Man’s Qdali-. 
ties, ‘t empets, and Inclinations, thou muft ob- 
ferve. him i in hig common Hours, when he is- re- 
creating ; idle, or updén' no Bufinefs that requires 
Thought: for:then he'll be carricd along by the 
mere Current-of his Nature. 

2798 If thon wouldeft find out a Man’s Abi- 
lities, confider the whole Courfe of his Life in 
general,.and: his Management of Affairs in parti-. 
cular; thefe.will-tell thee what he can, and what 
he ufeth to do: thefe will enable thée to make 
fome Judgment of his Parts, “Prudence, : Dexte- 
rity, and:Apphcation... © 

2799 But. as'to his Frie ndthip and Fidelity, | 
and as to what thou. art to hope, or fear from 
Kim ;. fome are fo crafty, and fome fo unfteddy, | 
that thou canft have no Aflurance, but from Ex- 
perience only, ard that is oftentimes very coftly. 

2800 If thou haft enough to anfwer thy com- 
mon Conveniencies of Lite, and’ art: therewith 
content, t thou art:richer: than he whofe Revenues 
is a thoufand times greater, if it be not equal to 
his State and Coen) or to his Vanities and 
Appctites. 

z8or Tho’ any one would fooner ‘oblige a 
grateful Man than an ungrateful; yet this fhoutd 
not hinder thee. from doing goad: alfo- to. a Per- 
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fon that is known to be ungrateful; only with 
this Difference, that thou art to ferve the one 
in all Extremities, with thy Life and Fortune, 
but the other no farther than ftands with thy 
- Convenience. a 

2802 Every one looks before and about him, 
but look thou, into thyfelf; have little other Bu- 
finefs, but thyfelf; eternally meditate upon thy- 
felf; controll and rectify thyfelf; enjoy and tafte 
- thyfelf: OtherMensThoughts are ever wandering 
abroad when they fet themfelves to Thinking ; 
but do thou for thy part circulate in thyfelf. 

2803 It would be an idle Conceit in thee, if 
thou fhouldeft expect, and depend upon it, to 
die of a mere Decay of Nature, and a wearing 
out of the Body, which is the laft Effects of the 
extreameft Age; and to propofe to thyfelf no 
fhorter Leafe of Life than that; confidering it is' 
a kind of Death of all others the moft rare, and 

hardly fen, 25 | 

2804 ’Tis the greateft Folly imaginable, that 
the Goods of Fortune fhould ever fufficiently 
arm us againft the Accidents of Fortune: ’tis 
with thy own Arms of Patience and Content, 

that thou art to fight her: Accidental ones will 
betray thee in the Pinch of the Bufnefs. 

2805 It will fhew moft notable Wifdom in 
thee, if thou doubteft of thyfelf, and art eafily 
convinced of thy Errors, and thankeft thy Friend 
‘for fhewing of them to thee: As alfo if thou 
thinkeft that there is moreWifdom and Goodnefs 
in the World than thou canft pretend to; and if 
‘thou Jongeft and endeavoureft to attain to more. 

2806 In Profperity when Mén have many 
Friends, and all Things at a cheap Rate, ’tis 
good to lay up fomewhat for bad Weather; for 

| . “ there 
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there. is Wantof every thing in Adverfity : THou- 
wilt do well not to neglect thy Friends when: 
thou ftandeft in no need of them: a Day may: 
come when-thou wilt think thyfelf happy to have 
fome then, whom thou careft not for at prefent. 

. 2807 The breaking off in the midft of what: 
thou waft about to fay, as if thou takedft thyfelf: 
up, will breed greater Appetite in him with whom. 
thou conferreft, to know more.; and by thisTrick . 
thou fhalt know. whether he-couated the Matter 


. of much Concern to him. 


. 2808 H thou performeft what ‘hath: not been 
attempted before, or attempted, and given‘o’er, - 
or hath been atchieved, but not with fo good 
Circumftances, thou fhalt purchafe more Henour 
than by affecting a Matter of greater Difficulty, 
or Virtue, wherein thou art but a Follower ef: 


, another. 


_- 2809 Is it not a Bufinefs of lefs Difficulty, to 
be peaceable and quiet, than ever contending, 
quarrelling and falling out with our Neighbours? 
And -what Toil is there in fitting ftill, and not fo 
much as lifting up our Hands; and on the other - 
fide, what Labour and Pains in fighting, and beat- 


ing, and wounding one another 


2810 Salvation, and Damnation, are Things 
of no common Importance; and therefore it 
highly concerns thee not to be miftaken in the 
Notion thou formeft to thyfelf of Religion; for - 
the Nature of Things will not be altered by thy 
Fancies; nor will God be mocked, or impofed: 


upon. 


2811 As thou fhouldeft learn on the one hand, 
in all thy Needs to make thy Application to God, 


from whom cometh down every 
ry perfect Gift; fo on Ae other, not fo wholly 


4 


good, and eve- 


to 
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to depend on 1 the divine Care and Affiftance, as’ 
to omit taking Care thyfelf, and ufing thy own 
utmoit Endeavours. — 

2812 Whilft Men are Men, they.-will have 
fome Imperfections ; ; and if thou canft not bear- 
with it, but groweft zealous againft them, thou 
wilt be worfe thyfelf, by. giving way to Pee-’ 
vifhnefs, and proud Cenforioufnefs. And let: 
me tell thee, if thou art too bufy to tax and- 
judge others, thou wilt never grow better cL fae 
felf. 

2813 If it fhall pleafe God to fend thee fome 
little Comfort,‘ take that as an Earneft of more: 
And if he exercife thee with leffer Crofles, take: 
them as Preparatives to greater, Have no Will’ 
of thy own, but endeavour to be thankful for 
the one, and patient in the other, and contented 
with God’s Hand in both. 

2814 ‘There isa certain Temper very Nice. 
to hit in. our Carriage. to Perfons above us, fo 
as. to allow ourfelves the Freedom that is ne-’ 
ceflary. to divert and entertain. them; and yet to’ 
take none that may be any way offenfive, or 
break in upon the Honour and Refpeét due to 
their Quality. 

‘2845 “Fho’ thou.art not to publifh thy Faults 
in a fhamelefs, impudent Way; yet if (when 
they: are vifible) thou art told of them, thou dif- 
owneft, excufeft, or even extenuateft them, thou 
doft thereby but fet them more in the Light, 
and makeft them greater.. | 

2816 To make a Denial gO. ia well, and 
fupply a Kindnefs which thou muft not grant, 
if thou manageft it with good Advice, foft and 
civil Expreffions, good Humour and Courtefy ; 
thou wilt by thefe give more Satisfaction to a 

Man 
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Man of Generofity and Underftanding, than by 
a Favour coldly or rudely granted. 
' 2817 Let a pofitive Man go on in his Ways 
and’ ffand’ not’up againft him. When he hath 
once begun to difpute any Thing, his Mind is 


barred up againft all Light, amd better Informa-. 


tion. Oppofition provokes. him, tho’ there be - 


never fo good Ground for it: And he feems to 


be afraid of nothing more, than left he fhould be - 


convinced of the Truth. : 
2818 Envy not Men-tHeir creat Riches. Such 


Burthens would be too heavy for thee. Thou . 
Wwouldcft not be willing to facrifice as they do,.. 


Health, Quiet, Honefty, and Confcience, to ob- 
tain and to keep them. ‘This would be to pay 


fo dear for them, that thou wouldeft lofe by the. 


Bargain. 


3819 Receive the Fury and Indiferetion of o- - 
thers with a foft and’ gentle Anfwer, and that is - 


like a Stone reccived falling with Violence into- 


a 


4 Bed of Mofs: it wil? foon lie quiet without re- - 
bounding ;. whereas Retorts make the. Conten- - 


tion violent and injurious to both Parties. 
2820 JReputaticn would not be very highly 


Valued'by thee, if thou didft but ferioufly confi-. - 


der how. very unjuft the’ Generality of Men ares 


Both in giving ‘It, and in taking it AWAY. sae . 


fhouldeft contént thyfelf to deferve it, by thy 
good Behaviour; and when that. Care is taken, 
not to be over anxious abgut the Succefs. 


2821 The, moft tolerable Sort. of Revenge - 
is for, thofé Wrongs which. there’ is no Law to _ 


redrefs. But then thou muft tike heed; that the 
Revenge be fuch as there is no Law, either Di- 
vine or Humane to punifh ; y elfe thy knemy is 
fy before- hand, and it is two for one.’ 

G 5. 2822 Think 


[ 130 ] 

2822 Think it not an Excellence to.be able 
to overflow the Company with a Torrent of 
Words. ‘Talking all is fo great a Fault, both in 
Bufinefs and Converfation, that any thing that 
is good is doubly fo, if it be fhort. And we of- 
ten gain by Brevity, what we fhould have loft by 
being tedious. — 

2823 It’s an excellent Way to gain the Heart, 
and conquer the Will of another, to go and fub- 
mit, and intruft thy Perfon to him: Provided it 
appears that thou doft it frankly, and without 
the Conftraint of Neceflity, out of a pure and 
entire Confidence in him; at leaft, with a 
Countenance clear from any Cloud of Sufpi- 
cion. 

2824 If thou wouldeft not render thyfelf un- 
fit for Society, hate not Opinions contrary to thy 
ewn. ‘And be not angry with Men for their be- 
‘Ing, of another Senfe and Party. than thou art. 
The moft general Way that Nature has follow- 
ed is Variety, and that alfo more perhaps m 
Souls than in Bodies. | 

2825 ‘Thow art very miferable if thou haft 
not at home where to be by thyfelf, where to 
entettain thyfelf alone, to conceal thyfelf. from 
others. Ambition fufficiently plagues her Profe- 
lytes by keeping them always in Shew and in 
Publick, like a Statue in a Street. 

2826 Provoke not even a patient Man too 
far; extreme Sufferance when it comes to dif- 
‘tolve, breaks out into the moft fevere Revenge ; 
for taking Fire at laft, Anger and Fury being 
combined in one, difcharge their utmoft Force 
-s the firft Blaft. Jrarumque omnes effundit ba- 

CnasS, , -+° 4 : 
2827 Take heed of uttering any Thing that 
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carries with it a Face of Improbability ; for to 
be falfe, and to be thought falfe is all one in Re- 
fpect of Men, who take Matters not according 
to Truth, but their own Apprehenfion. 

2828 To quicken the Memory of paft Kind- 
nefles thou haft done to any one, is a very nice 
Point to manage, fo as to avoid the Imputation 
of Difcourtefy:: For it’s apt to look like up- 
braiding, and over-valuing thy Courtefy, wifh- 
ing thou hadft not done it, and calling him un- 
grateful. 

2829 If thou haft a Suit to any one, and 
thinkeft it will be difficult to fpeed, come upon 
him unexpectedly, and pufh it home at once. 
Sudden Surprizal quickens the Party to Atten- 
tion, and cuts off Deliberation for Objections, 
while he is yet unprovided of Excufes. 

2830 Sufpect that plaufible and fair Language 
that feems to come with fomething of Straining, 
and looks not purely natural, and is accompa- 
nied with a flattering Face, and artful Screw- 
ings of the Body; and fo much the more ftill 
from one whofe Perfon may render him fufpi- 
cious. 

2831 Such as thy ordinary Thoughts and u-. 
fual Cogitations are, fuch will thy Mind be in 
Time ; for the Soul doth as it were receive ita: 
Tincture from the Fancy and Imagination: Die 
it therefore, and thoroughly foak it with the. 
Affiduity of the beft Cogitations, upon profitable 
Subjects. : | 

2832 .This Day. only is thine. Thou art 
dead to yefterday, and thou art not yet born to 
the morrow. If therefore thou enjoyeft the 
Prefent, and it be good, thou enjoyeft as much 

as is poflible; But.if thou lookeft abroad, and 
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bringeft . into one Day’ 5 Thoughts, the Evil of 
many, certain and uncertain, that will be as in- 
tolerable, as it is unreafonable. | 

2833 Reprehenfion be it juft or unjuft, come 
it from the Mouth of a Friend or a Foe, if thou 
art wife will never do thee Harm; for if it be 
true, thou haft a warning to amend; if it be 
falfe, thenhaft 2 Caveat what to avoid. So eve- 
ry Way it may be of Ufe to thee to make thee 
better, or warier, 

2834 As to the Matter of Friendfhip, I would 
have thee underftand, that the Friendfhip of 
great Men hath much Honour, but fmall Secu- 
rity ; of meaner Men lefs Credit, but more Sweet- 
nefs. But that of Equals is ever beft fodered, 
fince that Sort of Life being much of a Height, 
their Thoughts run parallel, and are not like to 
crofs. 

2835 Couldeft thou pafs the World without 
meeting Vice and Villany, then the Knowledge 
of Virtue and Innocence alone would be fufh- 
cient: But that’s not poflible, and therefore it is 
neceffary, that thou add the Arts of Converia- 
tion and Bufinefs, which are not to be had with- 
out Experience. : 

2836 Be not thou one of thofe idle and liber- 

tine Livers who are always complaining, thae 
“Life is fhort, and yet throw away Abundance of © 
it, and are weary of its Parts... They complain 
the Day is long, and the Night is long, and 
they want Company, and feek out Inventions to 
drive ‘Fime away, and then lament becaufe it is 
gone too foon. 

2837 There are certain Moments of our 
Lives wherein Fate feems delighted to mock 
our Wit and Prudence, and to baffle our ftrict- 

eft 
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eft Caution, 4nd ridicule all our Condué&s, 
From hence thou art to learn the Leflon of Re-. 
hignation, and of not prefuming too much on 
thyfelf. 

' 2838 If thou committeft thofe. Things which 
thou inwardly condemneft, and art in. continual 
Pain, left they fhould come:to Light; if thou. 
art perpetually vexed: at thy own Folly, and a~ 
fraid not only of the Reflections of others, but 
of thy own: I tell. thee this is a great Evil, and: 
a moft miferable Life. 

- 2839 Fhou canft never in this World ratio~ 
nally account thyfelf fecure and fafe from Mis- 
fortunes, unlefs thou couldeft command all the 
Chances in the World. Poflibilities are as infi-: 
nite as God’s Power. And whatfoever may 
come. to .pafs, no Man can certainly fay fhall 
not come to pafs. 

284q As thou loveft* the Peace and Quiet of 
thy Life avoid fpeaking, either in feft or other-' 
wife, whatfoever may ‘rend towards the difcre- 
diting of any. A Diferace put upon a Man in 
Company is infupportable, and is heightened ac-' 
cotding to the Greatnefs, and-multiply’d aecor-: 
ding to the Number of: the Perfons that hear it.. 

2941 Have not.fo high an Opinion of any 
mortal ‘Man as to believe him perfect, but make: 
Allowances to even the wifeft and the beft: For’ 
every one has his genial Vice, his conftitutional. 
Errors; and tho’ he may appear a prudent Man, 
and a Saint in. all. Things elfe, yet in thefe he: 
will ftill be a weak Man, and a Sinner. 

284.2 How ineffable an Happinefs wilt thou. 
pofiefs if thou camft once attain to have thy Souk 
fo feated, that which way foever it turns its: 
Eye, the Heaven. is calm and ferene abqut = 
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No Defire, no Fear, or Doubt that trouble the 
Air, nor any Difficulty paft, prefent, or to 
come, that thy Imagination may not pafs over 
without Offence. 

_ 2843 Thou may’ft gather the Difpofition and 
Temper of a Man, as well from his Companion 
and Affociate as from himfelf. And it holds in 
Qualities, as it doth in Perfons; it being fel- 
dom, if ever known, that any great Virtue or 
Vice went alone. For Greatnefs in every Thing. 
will ftill be attended on. 

. 2844 If ever it comes to this, that thou canft 
fay of thy Confident, that he would have deceiv-. 
ed thee, thou haft faid enough to annihilate and . 
abolifh all Pretences of Friendfhip. And it 
would be an intolerable Impudence in him, to. 
offer at the Name of Friendfhip after fuch an 
Attempt. 

2845 It’s much fafer to reconcile an Enemy 
to thee than to conquer him. Victory deprives 
him of his Power a while, but Reconciliation 
of his Will: And there is lefs Danger in a Will 
which will not hurt, than in a Power. which 
cannot. The Power is not foapt to tempt the Will, 
as the Will is ftudious to find out means. , 

2846 I would -not have thee be too fevere 
upon thyfelf, and over fcrupulous in the Ufe of 
the good Things, that God brings thee: For I 
think nothing more lawful than moderately to 
fatisfy the Defires of Nature, fo as they infringe 
not Religion, hurt not thyfelf, nor offend hu- 
mane Society. 

_ 2847 Do not wholly overlook the Advice of 
mean Perfons; there is fome Reafon why thou 
fhouldeft be beft directed by thofe that are be- 
low thy Condition; for while a Superior is fud-. 
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den, fearlefs, imperious, and peremptory; an 
Inferior will premeditate the beft he can, left he 
might difpleafe or mifcarry.. ' 
_ 2848 Take heed how thou placeft thy good 
Will upon any other Ground than Proof of Vir- 
tue; fince neither Length of Acquaintance, nor 
mutual Secrefies, nor Greatnefs of Benefits can 
bind a favage Heart ; no Man being good to o- 
thers in Verity, that is not good inhimfelf. 

2849 If thou chiefly intendeft Applaufe in thy 
Actions, thou wilt commonly mifs it. If thou 
regardeft thy Actions moft, thou wilt generally 
gainit. He that fhoots for a Wager muft have 


his Eye more upon the Mark than the Money. 


If he hits the one he takes the other, 

2850 If thou giveft up thyfelf to Lazinefs 
and Sloth, thy Life will be the moft tedious 
and perplexed of all Mens. But induftrious 
Perfons have both the Comfort of effecting their 
Purpofes, and preventing the Calamities which 
humane Condition is liable to, and which im- 
petuoufly falls on the Sluggard. . | 

2851 Scorn not fometimes to hear ordinary 
Folks talk, thou wilt meet. among them now 
and then Things thou art not ufed to; and. 
there is hardly fo defpicable a Fellow in the 
World, who may not chance to give an Hint 
to, or even teach an inquifitive Mind fomething 
to which he was a Stranger before. 

2852 If thou once giveft thyfelf over to a 
Spirit of Difcontent, nothing fhall be able to 
pleafe thee. Thou wilt then murmur at: Provi- 
dence, and caft Obloquies on the: Ways of God, 
as if the Order of all Things, and the eftablifh- 
ed Oeconomy of the Univerfe ought to be 
changed to gratify thy Humours | 

| a | 2853 The 
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2853 The Vice and Debauchery of another 
fhouldé never be the Subject of thy Talk: Nar of 
thy Fricnd, becaufe thou loveft him; not of 
thy Foe becaufe he is: fo ; ; for that will be con-. 
Strued Treachery to the one, and Hatred to the 
other. 

2154 Shun all Debates in Matters not under- 
ftood by thofe thou converfeft with; for they 
being not perhaps humble enough to fubmit to 
thy Judement, will immediately oppofe thy 
Sentiments: And if fuperior to thee m Quality 
pretend to the Advantage by Authority, wher 
Reafon ferves not thetrr Turn. 

. 2355 Vex not thyfelf when ill fpoken of. Con- 
tumelics not reearded, vanifh; but repined at, ar- 
sue either a puny Soul, ora guilty | Confcience. 
The beit-Anfwer:to a Slander is, to anfwer no- 
thing s and fo to carry it, as tho’ the Adverfary’ 
were rather to be defpifed’ than-minded. 

. 2855 It’s not-advifable for thee to be too au- 
ftere to thyfelf: I would have thee take the Be- 
nefit of proper Recreattons, at proper Times. 
By our natural Make our Minds are not always 


- to be fcrewed up to the Heicht, but allowed to 


defcend to thofe Eafinefles of  Converte and Plea-. 
fures, which may entertain the lower Faculties. 
of the Soul. 
2857 Thofe Peeions thou ufeft to a Man’s 
Face, as they. are more moderate, fo are they 
more equitable ; becaufe thou expofeft thy- 
felf to the like from him. But the Back-blows 
are difingenubns, and give! Sufpition thou in- 
tendeft nota fair Tris] oF Wit, ‘but, a goyardly 
Murder: of:a-Man’x Fame: '- - 
2858 "By ‘Triftes: ia unheeded common 
Things of Life, ‘thou > mfay’ t difeover Mens « 
Qualities, 


| 
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Qualities, Tempers, and Inclinations, better 
than by their greater Actions: Becaufe in Mat- 
ters of Importance they ftrain themfelves, but: 
in lefler Things they heedlefly follow. the Cur- 
rent of their own Natures. 

2859 Keep Formality above Board, and Wit 
dom under Deck ; for nothing will give a grea-. 
ter Stop to thy Affairs, than to be efteerned wife 
by them thou art to deal with. It will beget. 
Jealoufies in them, and thy Wifdom will be but: 
an Alarm to them, never to comme unprovided; 
when they ‘have any Concern with thee. 

- 2860 I$ thou beeft pleas’d with thy F ortune: 
and Self, who can add to thy Happinefs? Mo- 
derate Things are beft. As no Man lives fo. 
happy, but to. fome his Life would feem un-. 
pleafant; fo we fhall find none -fo miferable,- 
but one fhall- hear of another that would change, 
Calamities with him. 

- 2864 Live well, and make Vittue thy Guide;- 
and then let Death.comé fooner or later, -it'mat-. 
ters not. Then ’twill be a friendly Hand that’ 
opens the Gate to a certain Happinefs; and puts: 
an End, not only to thy doubtful and allayed. 
Pleafures, but to = thy Sorrows and Miferies 
alfo. , 
2862 Thou wilt never be better pleafed, than. | 
when thou haft much to do of fuch Things: 
as thou: knoweft thyfelf able to go: thro’ with. 
For Bufinefs by its Motion addeth Heat, anda 
delizhtful Vigour to the Spirits; while the un- 
employed, like ftanding Water, corrupt with 
their own Idlenefs. 

2863 How far foever thou maiy’ft think thy- 
felf to be out of the JurifdiGion of fome Paf- 
fions, which: thou haft not yet had Occafion to. 

: ftruggle- 
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firugegle with ; yet thou art. to believe, thou: art 
no lefs liable thereto, than thou art to fall Sick. 
when thou art in Health. 

. 2864 When thou art liberal of thy Remon- 
ftrances and Reprehenfions towards-thofe whont. 
thou thinkeft guilty of Mifcarriages, betray not 
therein more Pride:than-Charity, but let thy ré-- 
proving proceed rather from thy Defise of their 
Reformation, than: from an Infinuation, that 
thou art not chargeable with the like Faulte. 

2865. Hf thou art wife thou wilt never fall in 
Love with a mere Corpfe, becaufe well colour-. 
ed, or (what is worfe) a Body: with an ill-Soul 
in it. When-good People love, tho’ their Beau-- 
ty and Bodies fhould decay, yet their Soulsmay 
be ftill in:Love with one another, which is-far 
more excellent than bodily Love. 

2866 If thou.writeft any thing, ftuff not-thy 
Difcourfe with needlefs Citations of Authors, 
and the-witty.Sayiggs of Others: For.this would 
be to make a Feaft of Vinegar and Pepper, which 
may be, when moderately ufed in Sawces,.grate- 
ful enough, but muft needs be improper.and of- 
fenfive to be fed upon as a Diet. 

2867 Frequently remember thou art Mortal. 
It’s a great Error to place Death at a great Di- 
ftance, .fince great Part of it is come even now, 
and it brufhes as it glides along: All our paft 
Life being in the Arms of Death already, which 
gradually devours each Day, each Hour, each 
Minute. 

2868 Take not up that filly Conceit, that 
Men without Learning, are alfo without Under- 
ftanding. It’s Matter of Fact, and Apparent in 
all Ages, that fome fuch have been ever Prodi- 
gies for Ability.and.Management. For it’s net 
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to be believed, that Wifdom fpeaks to her Dif- 
ciples only in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. 

2869 Set up a ftri&t and impartial Court of 
Inquifition in thy Breaft; fearch into the in- 
moft Recefles of thy Soul, and examine thofe 
Actions which no Eye can fee: for innate Self- _ 
' Jove, and natural Complacency, makes us un- 
apt and loth to condemn ourfelves in any thing 
wherein we conjecture others cannot.. 

2870 The good Will and Favour of the 
Company is as well gotten by fometimes giving 
Far courteoufly, as by fpeaking pleafantly; for 
they believe thou thinkeft well of them; when | 
thou art attentive to their Talk, and pleafant 
Speech ferveth to no Manner of Purpofe, if it 
be not hearkened to. - 

2871 If an Angel from Heaven fhould tell 
thee monftrous and incredible Stories of Things 
repugnant to common Senfe, and the Reafon of 
Mankind, thou fhouldeft defire him to excufs 
thee if thou fufpendeft thy Belief. | 

2872 When thou art with Women, enter 
not into Difpute and Contention with them, 
nor feek to get the better in Reafoning with 
them. For by thwarting and obftinate Dealing 
there is nothing gotten at their Hands, bue 
}il-will. Therefore it is better to foeth them than 
thwart them in their Sayings, | 

2873 Heat and Vivacity, witheut Judgment 
will expofe thee to Contempt. ‘Thou wert bet- 
ter pafs for one that is grave before his Time, 
or even a lfttle Empty, than for a naufeoufly 
pert young Fool, that fpeaks almoft before 
Things come into his Head, not.regarding the 
Company, or feeing the Confequence: 

2874 Carry it kindly to all whom thy. Em- 
ployment. 
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ployment, Bufinefs, or common Civility obli= 
ges thee to be in Company with. Upon all Oc- 
cafions obferve their Humours and _ Inclinations, 
and approve, or at leaft excufe their Conduct? 
So fhalt thou never want an Orator to plead 
for and vindicate thee upon Occafion, 

2875 If thou beeft naturally a littl Rough, 
and fomething Unpolifhed, or otherwife hast 
not the Gift of Pleafing, then let thy other Ac- 
quifitions and Merits be what they will, affure 
thyfelf thou fhalt never be well received into So- 
ciety. - If thou canft not be camplaifant to o- 
thers, others will never be fo to thee. 

_ 2876 Thou may’tt hate (I allow) common 
Converfation, where all the Talk is trifling Im- 
petinence, or dull Gravity ; but thou may’ft 
love it as much where it is innocent, merry and 
entertaining, where it refrefhes thy. weary Mind, 

and makes thee pafs forme of thy: Moments in 
Pleafure and Delight, ~ 

2877 It’s better to extol the Thoughts-of thy 
Companion than thy own. By this Means thou 
wilt make it known, that thou-art able to judge 
of good ‘Fhings, -and -art willing to allow him 
the Efteem he merits, and that thou art not affee. 
éted and conceited with what thou fayeft thyfelf. - 

_ 2878 Do-not alway the fame ‘Thing; that 
would make thy Life tedious. Jein Pleafure 
with Profit, arid make Recreation tread upon 
the Heels of Labour; When thou art wearied 
with Bufinefs, go: fee thy Friends, and enjoy 
Converfation.. Endeavour to know when to 
keep Company, and when to quit it difcreetly. 

— 2879' Thou-oughteft not. to have.a Tender- 
nefs of Confcience for one Commandment af 
God, more. than for another... Some faft Fri- 
a hae a days 
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days and Saturdays, but will not forfake a be= 
loved Sin. Others give largely to the Poor, but 
will ‘not be reconciled to an Encmy. Others 
‘make a Scruple of all Things, but fuch only as 
they have a Paffion for. 

2880 Do not fuffer thyfelf to be rafhly tranf- 
ported. Lay a Foundation of Prudence againft 
all Accidents of Life that may difturb thee. Look 
upon thyfclf as if thou wert environed with E- 
nemics, and ready to be aflaulted, and think of 
‘all Things for'thy Defence. If thou doft thus, 
Anger fhall feldom furprize thee. 

2881 Praife whatever thou efteemeft Praife- 
worthy; but be wary in paffing Sentence upon 
what thou thinkeft blameable. Do not fet up 
thyfelf fora Judge of the Actions of others: But 
if thou beeft prefled and obliged to ‘fpeak thy Opi-= 
nion, let it be as favourable as the Truth of the 
Matter will allow. We all want Pardon. 

2882 To the End that Death may not take 
from thee the Goods that thou poffeffeft, and all 
the Pleafures thou enjayeft; deprive thyfelf (cf- 
‘pecially when old) by little and little-of both the 
one and the other, and then Death will have lit- 
tle more to do, and cannot do much Harm. It 
will not come fo foon for the moft Part, nor af= 
fricht thee when it doth come. 

2883 If thou converfeft with Men of good 
Breeding and wife Condu@, thou wilt Jearn 
frorn them ‘Rules of Life and Behaviour. For 
their Prudence, conftant good Humour, vir- 
tuous Inclination, and‘ handfome Mien, will be 
‘fo agreeable to thy Reafon, that they will jn- 
{enfibly” get into thee, alter thy Habits, and 
change thy Nature. | 
2884 Death doth not look hideous and Ly 
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rible, but when it is looked upon as a Montfter, 
an Enemy to Nature. If thou wilt often ap- 
proach it in thy Thoughts, and make it familiar 
to thee, thou wilt afterwards look upon it as a 
Friend that comes to aflift, and to carry thee 
away from the miferable Condition thou art in 
upon the Earth. | 

2885 Make not a malignant Conftruction of 
Words, and Actions of others; nor turn them 
to the Prejudice of any one: They might pro- 
ceed from Thoughtlefnefs, and fhould be no more 
remembered. Every Man has his Failings, which 
thou oughteit to fuffer, and excufe, if thou wilt 
live quietly and peaceably with all the World. 
When thou art in Company that entertains thee 
with Refpeét and Civility, thou oughteft to de- 
fire no further Kindnefs from them: The Out- 
fide of thofe that are not clofely united in F riend- 
fhip, ought to fatisfy thee. That Man would be 
the greateft of Fools, who fhould give thee his 
Heart, before he knows thine. 

2886 Marriage, tho’ it be one of the greateft 
‘Concerns, and influenceth our whole Life, feems 
commonly to be treated of in Jeft; but Court- 
fhip does not juftify Fooling, and Extravagance: 
Therefore imagine not, that thou art of Courfe 
to difcard Reafon as foon as thou falleft in Love, 
for then thou wilt find it peculiarly neceffary. 

2887 Oftener afk, than decide Queftions ; this 
is the Way to better thy Knowledge. Thy Ears 
teach thee, not thy Tongue: So long as thou art 
ignorant, be not afhamed to be inftructed ; if thou 
canft not fatisfy thyfelf, feek Satisfaction elfe- 
where: All know not alike, and none all Things; 
thou may’ft help another, and he thee. 

. 2888 If thow thinkeft twice, before thou =, 
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seft once, thou wilt fpeak twice the better for it: 
-but then thou oughteft not to be -fo long a-think- 
ing, .as.to-lofe thy Opportunity ; for it were ve- 
ry filly and diftaftful, to call back that which the 
Company had talked off, difpatched, and left, 
zand were now got te fomething elfe. 

2889 If thou wouldeft correct thy natural In- 
-clination to Anger, meditate, and ruminate well 
upon ite-Effeéts; how it troubles Man’s Life: 
and .the beft Time to do this, is immediately 
‘when the Fit is thoroughly over; for the Spirits 
being overheated, laboured and tired, cool and 
-fink of themfelves, and fo make way for Repen- 
«tance. 

2890/It is not only expedient, that thou fhould- 
-eft fpeak excellently of Things; but it is alfo ne- 
.ceflary, that thofe Difcourfes ‘be well timed, and 
-placed : for the-Eyes which exceed in Luftre of 
other Parts of the Face, would render us mon- 
ftrous, if they were not placed where Nature de- 
‘figned them. 

2891 If thou fpeakett ill of one, who is known 
.(or thought) to excel thee; thou thereby render- 
-eft thyfelf foolifh and ridiculous: and. the more 
-thou laboureft to diminifh him, the greater Dif- 
-efteem thou deriveft upon thyfelf, when the Com- 
pany has Leifure to make a fober Comparifon. 

2892 Seem not to be difpleafed at the little Flat- 
teries, Indifcretions, and Levities any commit in 
thy Prefence; but always confidering where they 
may be profitable to thee, whether for thy Enter- 
tainment, or for the Accomplifhment of any o- 
ther Defign, make of them the beft Ufe, fo it be | 
an innocent Advantage. 

2893 If thou wouldeft eftablifh in rif one 2 
‘firm Belief that thou loveit him, it will not be 


enough 
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eriough for thee, to have a good Will towards 
-him, anda great Defire to aid him; but thou 
-muft moreover with an agreeable Vifage, and a 
fweet courteous Entertainment, encourage and 
invite. him to be familiar with thee. 

2894 If.thou feemeft ftung with a Jeft, thou 
as’ twere acknowledgeft it, and art offended at it: 
‘but if thou flighteft it by a grave Silence, or. a ne- 
gligent Smile, thow’lt make others think there 
‘was nothing in it; and fo twill crack off with- 
out leaving any difadvantageous Impreffion on 
thee, in the Mind of the Hearers. 

2895 In Complementing of Friends, take care 

that thy Tongue and Judgment ftand not too 
-fay afunder; but accompany thy Difcourfe with 
‘uch Geftures, Countenances, and Actions, as 
are expreflive of the fame Will and Affections; 
‘giving them to know in fhert the Caufes that in- 
-duce thee to love and refpect them, and to think 
thyfelf obliged. 

2896 ’Tis good fometimes to caft in a Word 
“of Praife of the Perfon thou art. forced to contra- 
-diét ; fometimes alfo to confefs thy Doubt and 
‘Ignorance; never to ftand it out obftinately, but 
‘to yield, when the. Argument cannot be main- 

tained without begetting a Difpleafure in him 
whom thou oppofett. 

2897 Thou canft not exceed the Mode i in thy 
‘Habit, without being guilty of Extravagance ; if 
‘we judge of the Humour of a Man by the Man» 
‘ner of wearing his Cloaths, what Efteem can we 
-have for thofe Perfons, who by this kind of Fol- 
‘Jy appear like Men of another Country and Age, 
amongft thofe who have feen their Birth? 

2898 Thou may’ft be a good Chriftian, and 
yet not love thy Enemies fo well as thy Friends 7 
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if thou rewardeft Injuries paft, thou inviteft new 
ones ; ’tis an Argument of a low Spirit to be ob- 
liged:by Difcourtefies: ‘The Love of no Crea- 
ture (except the ignoble Spaniel) is confirmed 
by a Cudgel. | - 

* 2899 If thou wouldeft gain on the Affections 
of others, thou muft carry Tokens of Modefty in 
thy Countenance and Behaviour. Thou canft not 
draw Envy, unlefs thou appeareft. poffefled of a 
great Opinion of thyfelf: and on the contrary, 
thou.canft not but be pleafing to Company, ‘if 
inftead of being fierce and pofitive, thou giveft 
them Marks of Efteem and Submiflion. 

2900 If thou couldeft have all that thy De- 
fires crave, yet it is a fhorter Way to make thee 
happy to be'without thofe Defires : For why doft 
thou defire thofe Pleafures, Riches and Honours 
fo immoderately, is it’ not for the Satisfaction 
thou expecteft to meet with in'them: but that 
thou mayeft have fooner, if thou canft-be rid of 
thefe Defires. 7 

2901 It is much better: in general, that thou 

fpeak to.the Advantage of another, than to his 
Difadvantage; for tho’ fome may impute it ‘to 
Flattery, yet I think:they extend Flattery too far: 
Or if they will call Praifes fpoken behind one’s 
back, Flattery, there are fome fort of Flatteries 
excufable, ‘as well as fome inexcufable. 
:. 2902 When thou art with Ladies, dwell not 
upon.one Thing too long; buticontinually vary 
Subjects and Expreflions, and never-enter deep 
into any Matter: They have ordinarily more of 
Delicatenefs than Knowledge, fo that.they take 
only the Flower of Things, being not willing to 
think painfully, or to penetrate far. | 

2903 Difpute in Converfation is a War, where 
- H thou 
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‘thou oughteft not to combate with Obftinacy, 
nor to overcome with Infolence: Provided Com- 
plaifance be mingled with. Debates, there ig no- 
thing fo agreeable, and there will no.mere Inju- 
ry be done by a Difputation of that fort, than 
two Perfons would do by ‘throwing Flowers at 
each other. | i ade. 6 

2904 Learn thy Duty, and do it : Know God, 
and thyfelf: And when, thou art once humble, 
thankful, and heavenly. minded,; thou: wilt not be 
difpleafed at what God, on Man-de; nothing 

'-qill trouble thee; or if any thing doth, it will be 
this, that thou doft Things no better, and art not 
more perfect. . 

2905 The only Time to repent is now at this 
prefent Time ; to. refolve to repent hereafter on- 
ly, fignifies that thou art.convinced of the Necef- 
fity of it; but loveft thy Sins fo well, that-thou 
canft not part. with them yet: and therefore, 
that thou may’ft fin on fecurely without the per- 
petual Fears, and Terrors of another World, 
ithou refolveft to repent hereafter. 

z9°6 Do not complain of the World; for 
what great Good can be expected from it? do 
not the greateft Kings themfelves fuffer in it? 
what Reft then, ‘what Quiet, or, Felicity can the 

Poor expe in it? Buftte thou in it amyong the 
reft: But if thou art fet upon it, to-enjay Quiet, 
I tell thee, thou canft find it no where, but in 
Retirement, and perhaps not there neither. 

2997 Whatever Diverfion recreates thy Mind 
‘without enfmaring it, whatever repairs. thy Body 
without impaiting thy Virtue, I counfel thee to 
embrace with open Arnis: I would have ‘thee 
not only tafte, but drink thy Fill of Pleafure,. if 
it exalt, and -debafe not Nature, thou needeft ne- 
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ver complain, that thy Mind is too cheerful, or 
thy Body too vigorous. | | 
‘2908 If upon the beft Survey thou canft 
make of thy own Forces, and after fome Trials, 
thou findeft thyfelf no Match for the World, 
and art unable to countermine its Policies, 
and oppofe its Power; and thy Affairs are fo, 
that thou canft, thou oughteit to retire from 
the World, as from the Face of a too potent E- 
nemy. - | ae ; 
~ 2909 What is ill Fame, buta little corrupted un- 
favoury Breath? do but turn thy Ear from the Re- 
ception of it; and pray, what art thou the worfe ? 
Tt is thy Weaknefs, if thou fuffereft thyfelf to be 
blown over by the mere Air of fome. putrify’d 
Lungs; which if thou doft but a little decline, 
by not valuing. it, will foon vanifh, and be no> 
thing. arn | 
2910 It is generally more advantageous to give, 
than to receive; when thou doft good to others, 
thou engageft them into thy Interefts, and feem- 
eft to afflume to thyfelf a Superiority over them; 
but when thou receiveft any thing of them, 
(efpecially if it be very confiderable) thou. be- 
comeft their Debtor, and perhaps their Slave. - 
' 2911 No Man can have a Certainty of Hap- 
pinefs, who is not firm againft all Contingen-. 
cies; thou oughteft to accept patiently what 
Fortune fhall allot thee; and fo to adjuft Things 
in their proper Places, that what is thy own 
may be difpofed of to the beft Advantage; and 
what is againft thy Will may offend thee as little 
aspoffible. | . 
, 2912 If thouhaft at thy own Difpofal the Bufi- 
nefs of Life, and haft none but God, and thyfelf 
t@ account to for the Minutes that wind thee off 
| Hz- for 
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for Eternity ; and haft Health, and a fmall Com- 
petency, ‘thou may’ft (if thou thinkeft fit) be 
happy; thou needeft not flatter the Vain, nor be 
tired with the Impertinent, nor ftand to the 
Courtefy of Knaves and Fools. 

2913 In the Study of humane Learning, let 

thy Mind always preferve its own Freedom, and 
not enflave itfelf to other Mens Fancies; thy Li- 
berty of Judgment fhould have its full Scope: 
Too fervile aSubmiffion to the Books and Opi- 
nions of the Ancients have fpoiled many an in- 
genious Man; and plagued the World with A- 
bundance of fad Stuff. ; 
' 2914 Be content with the Eftate I can leave 
thee; and think with thyfelf, that a great one 
would but entail upon thee a proportionable 
Share of great Temptations to Pride, Ambition, 
Senfuality, Covetoufnefs, Forgetfulnefs of God, 
and Neglect of the Salvation of thy Soul; and 
fo bring thee into that broad Way that leads to 
Deftruction. . | 

2915 Suffer'a ‘Friend to reprove thee, and 
thank him heartily for it: ’T-is a Happinefs for 
a Man that he can be reproved when he does a- 
mis; and be recalled when ‘he. runs wrong. 
Princes are deprived of that Benefit; . for they 
converfe familiarly ‘but with very few Perfons, 
and thofe make it their only Bufinefs to humour 
them. , — 

2916. To underftand Converfation rightly, 
thou muft know, that the firft Ingredient isTruth; 
the next good Senfe; the third good Humour; 
the fourth handfome Confidence; the fifth Wit: 
This laft was in former Times left to Fools and 
Buffoons, kept in all great Families, But good 
3 Breeding 
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z917 If an Enemy have any real Deferts, 
praife him openly for the fame; {fo fhalt thou 
procure thyfelf Efteem; and if thou afterwards 
haft an Occafion of cenfuring him, thou wilt be 
credited in what thou fayeft: becaufe Men will 
have taken up an Opinion of thy Impartiality ; 
and that thou fpeakeft out of a Diflike. of hig 
Vices, not of his Perfon. 

2918 If thou wilt not lend an Ear’ to the Per- 
fuafions of calm Reafon; thou fhalt not yet be 
left without an Inftructor: For thy very Trou- 
bles, Pains, and Sorrows that fucceed, fhall fe- 
verely fcourge and difcipline thee; and tell thee 
thy Faults, and (fometimes it fo happens) bring 
thee to Repentance and Amendment. 

2919 Thou canft very feldom hurt thyfelf by 
Patience, or Silence ;. but by hafty Revenge thou 
may’ft undo thyfelf:, What if there be juft Oc- 
cafion for thee to be angry? yet ever it is beft 
to ftay till the Heat of thy Paflion be over; be- 
caufe thou may’ft err in either the Manner, or 
the Meafure. Thou art at that Time mad, and 
blind; and wilt make wrong Strokes.. 

2920 Arm thyfelf againft Calamities with an 
even Mind; I haye often found this a fure Way 
either to ward them off, or at leaft to protraét 
the Seafons of their Arrival: and if there were 
nothing elfe in it, but the rendering them more 

eafy when they come, *twere worth thy Pains 
to try the Experiment... 

2921 Take not one for thy Friend, that is thy 


Companion, in Bufinefs, . OF, iforders ; ; nor one 


that can return ,Vifits the next Day after; fend 
how-do-ye’s when thou art fick ; and is not fail- 
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ing im the leaft Duties of civil Life: But fuch 
aoné as is fit and willing to advife thee in Ad- 
verfity, or Difficulties. a 

2922 In Writing, when thy Notion is clear 
and diftinét to thee, the beft Way.to fet it off 
ic, in the moft obvious plain Expreffion. Obfcu- 
rity is commonly an Argument of Darknefs in 
the Mind: The greateft Learning is to be feen 
in the greateit Plainnefs. The more clearly we 
underftand any thing ourfelves, the more eafily 
can we explain it to others Underftanding. 

' 2923 I do not fay, that he who fells his whole 
Time and his own Will for an hundred thou- 
fand Pounds, is not a wifer Man than be who. 
docs it for an hundred Pounds; but I will fwear, 

they are both but Merchants: and that thou art 

happier than both, if thou canft live contentedly . 
without felling thy Time and Will, that Eftate 

to which thou watt born. a | 

2924 The Paflion which thou may’ft be put 
into to vindicate the Reputation of an injured 
Friend, may incline the Company to, fufpect 
thou wouldeft not be fo zealous, if there was 
not a Poffibility, that the Cafe might be thy 
owr: Therefore thou art not to carry thy Dear- 
_ nefs fo far, as abfolutely to lofe thy Reafon for 
thy Friend. | | & &. : 

2925 In all Matters Opportunity is a princi- 
pal Thing; and without this all is done not on- 
ly without Profit, but to Lofs: When God gives 
thee an Opportunity, thou art to believe it is 
his Will that thou fhouldeft make ufe of it; 
and when he does not, that thou oughteft to ex- 
pect patiently his Time. 

2926 Confider all the Riches and Wealth of 
the World but only as petty little Fooleries, and 

—— oe | Nuts, 
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Nuts, which Fortune throws Gut to Men, juft as 
we do Toys to little Children, pleafing thyfelf 
with tafting now and then one which fome Acci- 
dent has flung even to thee too, whilft others are 
firuggling and fcrambling who fhall get moft. 
2927 If it pleafe God to grant thee long Life; 


when thou art in Years, do all thou canft to re+- 
tire; and then exercife thyfelf in what is ta~ 


come, rather than in what is paft; and fuffér not 
more Bufinefs, nor.Cares of Life to come near 
thee, than what will be enough to keep thy Soul 
awake, bug not difturb it. 

zg28 In the Mattes of Reading, I would have 
thee fix upon fome particular Authors, and make 
them thy own. If thou art every where, thou 
art no where; but like a Man that fpends his 
Life m Travel, he has many Hofts, but no 
Friends. If thou fkippeft from one Book to an- 
ether, the Variety will but difturb thy Head; 
and for Want of Digeftion, it will turn to Cor- 
fuption, inftead of Aliment. 

. 2929 If thou happenef to live till thou art an- 
cient, and canft no longer ferve thy Friends and 
thy Generation, as thou waft wont to do, and 
thy Affairs and Station permit; it will bea wife 
Thing to fit ftill, and content thyfelf with enjoy- 
ing the World without Buftle: to live an irre- 
proachable Life, and fuch a one as may be nei- 
ther a Burthen to thyfelf or any other. 


‘ - 2930 Always oppofe Temptations as foon as 


ever thou perceiveft them: Their manner is thus, 
firft there cometh to the Mind a bare Cogitation 
of Evil; then a ftrong Imagination thereof; af- 
terward Delight, and an evil Motion: and fo by 
little and little ft getteth Entrance, unlefs it be 
rehited in the Beginning. | - 
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- 2931 Firft be affured of Matter of Fa&t, be- 
fore thou troubleft thyfelf with enquiring into 
the Caufes. ’Tis true; this Method is too flow 
and dull for.the greateft Part of Mankind, who 
run naturally to the Caufe, and pafs over the 
Truth of the Matter. of Fact: But be not thou 
fo ridiculous as to find out a Caufe for what is 
not. 

_ 2932 There are many who- fpend much Time 
and Study in. knowing the Species and Nature 
of Herbs: but how much more would it import, 
and advantage thee, to. know. the Nature. and 
Operations of Men, with-whom thou art’to live 
and die: for all are not Men who appear fo out- 
wardly ; but horrible Montfters, Wolves, Bears, 
and Tygers. 

' 2933 Tell me not-what thou haft heard, and 
read,.and only fo: but what after thy Hearing. 
and Reading. thou haft taken into thy Medita- 
tion; found'to be Truth; fettled in thy Judg- 
ment; fixed in thy Memory; embraced. in thy. 
Affections; and thus a long Time practifed; 
and fo made it to be truly thy own: This, and 
only this,. is rightly called Learning. 

- 2934 I would not have thee affect, or much 
ufe pleafing thyfelf with Words that are ambi- 
guous, or fharp,, which feem to comprehend 
much, and have really nothing in them: Nor 
value thyfelf for the frequent fquirting off of An- 
tithefes, Equivocals, Allufions, tinkling Periods: 
Thefe are but as Shinings of broken Glaffes ; 
they. prick and fhine; but withal there is nothing 
weaker, nor lefs folid. 

. 2935 If ever thou inclineft to Wedlock, I 
would have thee underftand, and confider, that 
to compleat a true and happy Marriage, a Con- 
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currence of many Things are required, 4s vir; 
tuous Inclinations, hearty Love, and true Li- 
king, fo that they may be both of the fame 
Mind, and both have one and the fame Intereft 
and Concern: And to make up this, there fhould 
be a fuitable Agreement. in Age, Humours, Breed- 
ing, as well as Religion, Families, and Fortune. . 

2936 Becaufe it works better, when any thing 
feems to be gotten from thee by Queftion, than 
if thou offeredft it thyfelf; thou may’ft lay a 
Bait for a Queftion, by fhewing another Vifage 
and Countenance, than thou waft wont; to the- 
End to give Occafion for the Party to afk what 
the Matter is of the Change: As Nehemiah did, - 
L had not before that Time been fad before the King, 
2937 Give good hearing to thofe that give the 
firft Information in Bufinefs; and rather direct 
them in the Beginning than interrupt them in- 
the Continuance of their Speeches: for he that 
is put out of his own Order, will go forward and — 


backward,. and.be more tedious, while he waits 


upon his Memory, than he would have becn if © 

he had gone on in his own Courfe. 
2938 If thou canft fincerely part with all the 
World in Heart, and Refolution,- thou Haft got 
Poflefion of a Thing, which was never thine be- 
fore, and is the greateft Riches upon Earth; I 
mean Thyfelf: It is thy Duty to take thy Heart 
wholly out of the Hands of the World; to let 
nothing ‘claim fuch an Intereft in thy Aftections, . 
that it fhould fay, Iam thine, and thou art fnine. 
2939 Be not carelefs in Matters even of fmall | 
Account in thy common Life : "Tis to theVirtues 
and Errours of ourufual Converfation, and ordina- 
ry Deportment, that we owe both our Enemies and 
Friends, our good or bad Character abroad, our 
H 5 domeftic 
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domeftic Peace, and Troubles, and in an high 
Degree, the Improvement and Depravation of 
our Minds. :  S 
- 2940 If thou pityeft the Poor without re- 
lieving them, thou ‘doft no Good to others ; but 
finneft againft Confcience, by not fuccouring 
thofe that thou art fenfible need and deferve it: 
If thou rclieveft the Poor without pitying them, 
thou doft no Good to thyfelf; but finneft againft 
thy own Intereft, parting with thy Money, and 
yet lofing thy Reward, and getting nothing but 
a vain and tranfitory Fame. 


2941 “Chou haft made neither the Laws, nor © 
the Cuftoms, and fo haft no Right to reform _ 


them: Every one in particular has his own Senfe, 
and his own Conduct: And every Nation has 
its proper Cuftoms. And it is thy Duty, to con- 
form thyfelf to thofe of thy own Countrey; it 
being more reafonable, that thou fhouldeft com- 
ply with many, than to expect that many fhould 
comply with fingle Thee. 

_ 2942 Thou art not as thou fhouldeft be, tilf 
thy Religion be natural'to thee, till thou aéteft 
out of Choice, and freely ; whereas, if thou beef 
religious from external Motives only, from Fear 
that if thou neglecteft it, thou fhalt be punitfhed; 
nay, or from Hope merely, that if thou beeft 
religious, thou fhalt be rewarded, thou art yet 
but in the loweft Form of Religion. 

' 2943 Sometimes, and to fome fort of People, 
it would be refined Policy to give before the Ser- 
vice done; for by fo doing thou transformeft that 
into a Favour which would have been afterwards 
a due Debt, and fo he that would have deferved 
to be rewarded, will be obliged to a thankful 
Acknowledgment. | 


2944 


C 55 J 

zo44 If :thy Life be full of Vexations and 
Troubles, blame not Providence, but thyfelf: 
For if thou examineft rightly, thou wilt find, that 
the far greateft Part of Man’s Troubles. arife as 
from his own Folly and Sin in general; fo in 
particular, from inordinate Affection, irregular 
Appetite, and unreafonable Defires; ftom ma-~ 
licious Hatred, vehement Anger, Want of Cha- 
rity, &&e. | 

2945 Let not an honourable Poft, or any ac- 
quired Title, or Dignity make thee vain and in- 
folent:, Oftentation and Pride upon the fole Ac- 
count of Honour, is much more offenfive, than 
upon Perfonal Qualifications. Men will think, 
thou. deferveft not great Places, when thou cantt 
value thyfelf.upon them. If thou wouldeft be 
truly valued, the only Way is by being illuftri< 
oufly good. 

2946 ‘Tho’ a good Name be a good Thing, 
and gives a Man many Advantages in the Worlds 5 
yet Reputation (fingly confidered) would not be 
fo highly valued, if we did but confider, how 
very unjuft Men are, both in giving, and taking ~ 
it away again.. As to thy Part, be thou fure tode- | 
ferve it by doing well ; and when that Care is once. 
taken, be not over anxious about the Succefs. _ 
- 2944 If thou wouldeft know what gives the | 
Occafion to all the Complaints we hear againft 
humane Life, it’s this: The Love of ourfelves | 
inclines us to look upon all the Pleafures and 
Happinedles of Life, as Things that we have a 
Right to call ours; and upon all the Evils and 
Calamities, as Things foreign and unnatural, 
and fuch as are Wrongs and Hardfhips upon us. 

2948 Thou may’ft fay many fevere Things. 
where a jit Occafion requires it; but thou muft 
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fife no reviling:: And this is the true Art of. 
chiding, the propereft Style wherein thou muft 
ufe to reprove. If thou doft it with Malice and 
Anger, and Contempt, ’tis mifbecoming, even 
tho’ thou defpaireft of doing good; but if thou 
hopeft for any good Effe@, thou art like to mifs 
of it that way. 

2949 To mind and regard thy chief End, and 
by all means to promote it, is true Wifdom ; ; 
and this Regard to thy chief End muft exprefs 
itfelf in thefe Particulars : In thy being firmly 
fix’d and refolved upon it: In chufing the fit- 
a Means for compofing and accomplifhing, of 

: In a diligent Ufe of thefe Means: In an in- 
eee Conftancy, and Perfeverance in the 
Promotion of it;. and in making all Things fub- 
mit and ftoop to it. 

2950 Confider what ufe thou cant make af: a 
Gift, and when thou intendeft not to give gra- 
ts, look out what honeit. Circumftance:may be- 
fit thee, and ftand at Terms with the Defire 
while thou feeft it fervent. This is-to put off 
Ware at the beft Hand,:and he is a cunning 
‘T'radefman that knows-how to raife his Rate in 
a quick Market. — | 

2951 Refolve thus with thyfelf, I wilt not 
provoke becaufesI will leave no Body lefs him- 
{elf than I found him; he fhall not_be the worfe 
for my Company and Acquaintance. And I will 
not be provoked, becaufe I will not diforder 
myfelf, nor lofe the Compofure of my own 
Mind, than which nothing without me can be 
fo valuable. 

.29§2 If thou wouldeft not have any prow too 
familiar and infolent upon thy Favour, beftow 
them without taking much Notice, ina ae 
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of Neglect and Inadvertency ; or e!fe in Prev=-- 
of Indignation, which Thing a witty Dzt=m- 
bling will hetp. And this is to be a Friend in 
the Perfon of an Adveriary, a Sheep in Woives 
Clothing. 

2953 Be kind to thofe that are fervicesb'e to 
thee, efpecially if thou findeft they are of a 
grateful Temper. For what goes from thee thus 
iffues but like a Vapour from the Earth, to GF 
back upon thee with Advantage: And both of 
you may get by it, becaufe thou wanteft what 
he can {pare, and he what thou eanft fpare. 
‘2954 To fee Men in publick is not the Way 
to know them; for on fuch Occafions, there is 
f{carce any thing faid or done, but about indiite- 
rent Matters, and fuch as are prepared with Art. 
The great Bufinefs is to converfe with them in 
private, to draw from them the Bottom of their 
Souls, all the fecret Springs that lie concealed 
there, tahandle them on evcry Side, and to found 
their Maxims. — - 

- 2955 I do not-advife thee totake a Man that 
is low in the World into a fx’d Friendfhip, he 
cannot fupply thy Wants, and thou art bound | 
to fupply his. But if the Virtues of his Poverty 
be worthy to be known, be his Acquaintance, 
but not intimate Friend: So fhall thy Liberality 
come voluntarily from thee, and not be exacted. 
And befides, lefs ferves in oe than what is 
commanded by Friendfhip. 

2956 We never fail to be tirefome ‘to our- 
felves by too long and too ferious a Commerce | 
with our own Thoughts. If thou intendeft to 
live happy, thou muft make but few Reflections 
on Life. Nay thou muft often depart as it were 


from thyfelf, and amidft the Pleafures which ex- 
terior 
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terior Objects furnifh thee with, fteah from the 


Knowledge of thy own. Miferies. 

2957 Be careful not-only of the Matter thou 

offerett, but alfo of the Manner thou delivereft 
it in. For three Words, when fpoken with a 
pleafant and obliging Countenance, gain more 
than twenty otherwile uttered. There is a Man- 
ner of fpeaking Things that makes Men judge 
they come from the Heart, and that the Tongue 
is a faithful Interpreter. 
- 2958 In treating and managing of Bufinefs if 
thou appeareft too fhy and fecret, they will be 
fo to thee, and the Affair will proceed flowly, 
and with Obftacles: But on the contrary, if thou 
ufeft an open Way of {peaking (when it may 
fafely be done) they will be frank alfo, and 
ney thou fhalt draw out Difcoveries. 

g ‘Keep a watchful Eye upon one thou 
hat had a Difference with. In good Earneft it 
would be a Rarity worth the feeing, could any 
one fhew us fuch a Thing as a perfectly recon- 
ciled Enemy. ‘According to the comfhon Ways 
of the World, thou may’ft as well expect to 
make the Devil himfelf a true Friend, as an E- 

' nemy that has given the firft Blow. _ 

2960 Being there are few that cam endure 
(without being nettled) to have themfelves freely 
cenfured, 1 warn thee to take it kindly, acknow- 
ledging that thofe who venture upon fo hazar- 
dous an Undertaking, manifeft a fingular Effect. 
of Kindnefs and Friendfhip. For to attempt to 
make us {mart, and to offend us for our Good, 
that is fincere Love indeed. 

2961 Manage thy Affairs with Hope and 
Courage, for Fear and Backwardnefs in Bufinefs 
fecure thee not from the Perils that caufe them, 
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but often lay thee more open to them. How- 
foever they difable exceedingly, and for the moft 
Part procure Mifcarriage and Shame. 
' 2962 Say to thyfelf this is my final Refolu- 
tion, and this by the Grace of God, I will ftand 
to. I will from henceforth fubmit to my Du- 
ty, how difficult foever it be, and difcharge all 
thofe bafe, mifchievous Lufts of mine, what 
Temptations foever aflault me. 

2963 If thou canft reflect upon thy Actions 
with Satisfaction and Complacency, thou may’ ft 
look all the World in the Face, as knowing the 
more curioufly thou art watched, and the more 
exacily thou art fcanned, the more highly fhale 
thou be efteem’d by all that are wife and good. 

2964 When thou worfhippeft God, thou 
muft approach him with a pure and humble 
Mind, with a Will infpired with divine Affe- 
€tions, and thy Soul touched with. an over- 
awing Senfe of his Majefty; without, thefe he 
accounts all our bodily Adorations to be no- 
thing but demure Scorns, and complementak 
Mockeries. | a oe ; 
' 2965 Flatter not thyfelf with vain ‘Expecta- 
tions of Heaven upon the Account of thy bodi- 
ty Religion: For unlefs thy Nature be changed, 
and thy Mind refined and bettered by it, thou 
may ft as well lay claim to Heaven, becaufe thou 
eate{t, and drinkeft, and fleepeft, as becaufe thou 
prayeft, heareft, and receiveft the Sacrament. —_ 

2966 Be nat difpleafed.if the Bottom of the 
Affair wherem thou art employed be fomething 
eoncealed from thee, but be content to know 
no more of the Bufinefs, than they think fit to 
impart ; and defire not that thy Knowledge 
fhould exceed or ftrain thy Word, If thou muff 
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ferve for’an Inftrument of Deceit, let it be at 
leaft with a fafe Confcience. 

2967 If thou wilt be a perfe€&t Man, thou 

mutt as well know Evil that thou may’ft efchew 
it, as Good: that thou may’ft embrace it: And 
this- Knowledge thou canft have neither fo 
cheap. nor fo certain, as by feeing it in others 
with Approbation or Diflike. If thou cpuldeft 
-pafs the World without meeting Vice,, then the 
knowing of Virtue only were fufficient. Thou 
art happy when thou makeft other Mens Vices 
Steps for thee to mount to Heaven by. 
—. 2968 Thou wilt be got up to a hich Form 
in Philofophy, when thou canft patiently fit by 
and hear ‘without: Concern, the fenflefs Stuff 
that Pretenders to Philofophy and Leaming 
pride themfelves in, and torture the Company 
with concerning Matters they know little of, 
and perhaps never thought of before. 

2969 Canft thou imagine, that when God 
fends his Judgments down, thou canft refift 
them. Amend thy Life-if thou ‘defireft to be re- 
_ venged of Fortune, and be Proof againft all her 
Darts. Increafe in Virtue if thou wouldeft be 
invulnerable. Nothing but a good Life can 
make thee happy in this:World, and live when 
this World fhall be no more. 

2970 I would have: thee perfectly contemn 

common Fame, and the Cenfure of the People. 
— It can operate no further than thou makeft it; 
and nothing but an: unmafculine Timeroufnefs 
in thee, or flavifh Ambition of Popularity can 
render it confiderable. ‘If thou valueft thyfelf 
from abroad, thou muft be the cheapeft Thing 
alive. : 

2971 Make not loud Outcries of Injuries, 
when 
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when they” tend nothing to thy Redrefs of them.: 
This is ufually a Liberty affumed rather. by Rage. 
and Impatience, than authorifed by Juftice. -Nay 
often the Complainer is the moft injurious Pes-- 
fon, for he.infliéts more than he fuffers.. 

2972 Fine Expreflions are indeed many Ttmes- 
very well received, and betaken a Livelinefs and 
Vivacity of Mind ; ‘but being an Eloquence of. 
the Imagination, and true Eloquence proceed- 
ing from the Judgment, it is neither to be judi; - 
cious nor ‘eloquent, if thou pileft-up a Medley 
of Rhetorical. Flowers,.and ftreweft them im= 
properly into thy Difcourfes or Writings..-  -:: 
. 2973 If in Company thou {peakeft realy and. 
wittily without Reflection, Envy, Malice, and 
ill Reprefentation, People will be fo far from: 
taking fnuff at it, that they will be pleafed. For. 
innocent Gaiety being almoft an infallible Mark: 
of a good Nature, and generous Mind, renders 
the Perfon who ufes it grateful in all ne 
nies, and endears him exceedingly. 

- 2974 Praife not judicious Men to their Faces, 

nor without Reafon: Such will fometimes be no 
lefs offended by falfe and undeferved Praifes, than 
by calumniating Imputations. For fince none. 
but Fools delight in flat Flatteries, and ftaring. 
Untruths fpoken to thetr Advantage, how can 
they take it patiently to be thought: of this. 
Number. - 

2975 Provide againft and refift the Begin- 
nings of Evil, for thofe Diforders which are at 
firft but little, gather Strength in Tract of. 
Time, and perhaps may grow irremediable. But 
when the Evil doth exceed Power of. Refi- 
ftance, its ace by pao and Aifcreet waiting 
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to expeCt Opportunities ; for Fhings in ‘Fine 
may receive ‘contrary Revolutions... 
' 2976 Let it not enter mto thy ‘Thoughts that 
thou canft.demean thyfelf with :-fach Circum- 
fpection, as to fatisfy and pleafe all. © ‘Fhis is 
what no Body can do; becaufe Mens Minds 
are’ by Nature infatiable, upon every Accident 
changing Opinion, always difliking the Prefent, 
preferring Phings: of el ead and 
ope. ' 
' 2077 Nothing is more common and general 
than Death ; and yet becaufe it happens to pat- 
ticulars - but once, and there is no ‘knowing it 
twice, nothing is fo ftrange and tertible to us. 
Therefore it wilf be thy great Wifdom to pre 
termit no Occafion that may familiarife it to 
thee. - This‘ will be @ Means to take away: its 
Strangenefs, and mitigate its Terror. - | 
“2979 Avoid being pofitive in thy: Opinion, 
anid ftubborn in thy Refohition: ‘It’s feldom or 
never feen, that a peremptory’ Man either. ris: 
feth in Honour, or increafeth in Wealth. For 
Eminency in either of both thefe is attained un 
to by many Circumftances, and. many Helps: 
and Counfels: For one vans Labour will doi 
no great ‘Work. 
‘2979 If- thou often: weithett thy Aétions. to- 
wards’ ‘others, and ‘with what Affectiéns and 
Views thou didft them, thou wilt be the better’ 
able to conceive of other Mens Intentions to- 
wards thee in their Dealings and Doings. If 
thou art always expeéting that all-others fhould’ 
court thy Intereft, pray confider. how: thou’ be- 
haveft thy felf towards ‘others. 
. 2980° It’s impoflible to avoid. Croffes in’ 


the Courfe of humane Life, they are as na- 
"tural 
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tural as the Wind and the Rain:. All that thou 
canft do is, by a prudent and dextrous Manage- 
gnent of Contingencies,. to keep thyfelf out of 
Troubles as. well.as thou canft, and to wind 
thyfelf out of them with all thy Power. 

2981 If thou getteft not an Indifference to all 
the idle Cenfures of Men, thou wilt be difturbed 
in all thy TranfaGions; it being fcarce poflible 
to do any thing but there will be Defcants made: 
on it. Thou muft fufpend even the neceflary 
Aétions of cgmmon Life, if thou wilt not ven- 
ture them to the being judged of by others. 

.. 2982 Let not thy Services and Gifts be great 
- and feldom, but {mall and frequent, for fuch ig 
_ the Nature of Man commonly, that the laft Be- 
nefit is clean loft if there be no Hope of receiving 
any more: And altho’ the Obligation be never 
fo great, yet one thing denied doth folely pof- 
~ fefs the Memory, and all thy former F ayours 
are drowned in Forgetfulnefs._, , 
2983 In doing Bufinefs apply. thy Thoughts 
and Mind ferioufly to it; but be not too eager, 
nor paflionately engage thy Affections in it, nor 
promife thyfelf certain Succefs: By this means 
thou wilt have thy Underftanding clear, and not 
be much difturbed if thou mifcarrieft; which 
thou mutt make account will often happen to. 
thee. 

2984 Set a continual Watch upon thyfelf, 
left thou. be at any Time furprized. unawares : 
As fudden Paffions are moft violent, fo fudden 
Temptations are moft dangerous. For while the 
Senfes are fet upon by unthought-of Objects, 
Reafon wants Time to call a Council to deter- 
mine how +o refift the Affault. 

2985 Even. Modefty hath its. Evils and Ex. 

tremes. 
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_tremes. Something of Confidence is required to 


Conftancy. Do not therefore difparage thy own 
Prudence fo much, as to fteer after every pre- 


tended Mariner’s Dire€tion, but purfue the Di- 


rections and Methods of thy own Reafon. Let 
others do as they pleafe, do thou act according 
to the Dictates of thy own Judgment, and take 
Heed of being felf-condemned. 


2986 See that thou be alway a doing of 


fomething, and be ever afhamed ‘to catch thy- 
felf idle: The idle Man is content to anticipate 
Death, by being out of Motion ; but high Souls, 
like the Heaven they come from, move continu- 
ally, and are uncapable of Reft, until they reft 
there, 
2987 In telling of News affe@ not to excel 
thy Auditory much ‘in Matter of Intelligence 
and Penetration, and thereupon to infinuate a 
Superiority-of thy Underftanding, and a Right 
of giving them thy Notions ; perhaps they may 
defpife: their’ pert Mafter, and not mind what 


thou fayeft: Neither utter it with preat Earneft- 


nefs and’ Concern, perhaps they may be-of an- 
Other Party, and will not believe it.. 
_ 2988 Avoid fuch Company ‘as talk of no- 
thing-but Trifles, Follies, Vanity and Pleafures, 
whofe whole Converfation runs upon Divertife- 
ments of the World; upon the falfe Reafonings 
of the Intereft of Princes, and Matters that con- 
cem us no more than the TranfaGtions of the 
Moon do; fuch take away thy precious Time, 
and give nothing for it. 
2989 Keeping of Company fhould be only 
.a Recreation, not a Bufinefs of Life, and 
therefore fhould have but its Timies. Remem- 
ber always to carry Wifdom along with thee in- 
' to 
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to it, and then thou. may’ft take in whatever 
Sweets and Pleafures thou canft. Exhilarate and 
inform one another, but let Pride, Jealoufy and 
Envy be kept out. Take Care about Criticifm 
and Controverfy, and utterly banifh Scandal and 
Quarrel. 

2990 Thou oughteft neither infolently to 
vaunt of any thing thou haft or art, nor yet to 
Speak contemptibly:of thyfelf; for by the for- 
mer thou reproacheft others with their Defects, 
and that’s ungenteel ; and by the latter, thou 
feemeft to vility their Underftanding, and to 
- jeer their Virtues, and that’s unjuft and inju- 
rious. | oe z 

- 2991 Delight not thyfelf with Lampoons, 
Satyrs and Jefts; they are for the moft Part un- 
profitable, and not ta be endured; they are Vi- 
ands which are pleafing to the Tafte, but nevey 
to be digefted: And whatever Pleafure they pro- 
cure.at firfl, the Reflection that follows is rarely 
favourable to the. Author. | 

z992z Lake Heart and thruft thyfelf forward 
in Company .that..wyll bear it, and refolve to 
Speak and act well.in fpite ,of thofe. that do ill; 
whofe Vice fet againft thy .Virtue will render it 
the. more .confpicuous.and excellent,.and thou 
wilt then feel inward. Joy to fee thy Virtue hath 
won the Victory in the Combat, thou perfifting 
in thy Goodnefs in the midft .of their Naughti- 
nefs. =... se oh oe ths ae te eB ee 

2993 If.ever thou comeft to have Children, 
there will be Occafion for alt thy Wifdom and 
Difcretion to manage them. differently, . accor- 
ding as their feveral Natures and Genius’s re- 
quire. Some may be fuch, that-if thou allow- 
eft them much Liberty, thou wilt thereby but 
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put Weapons into their Hands,’ to ufe againit 
both thee and themfelves. 
. 2994 Others may be of fuch a Make, that ef 
thou beareft heavy upon them, and keepeft them 
in continual Fear, thou wilt dull their Wits, 
- and deprefs their natural Vigour in fuch a Sort, 
that there will be no Mettle left in therh ;- and 
thereby fearing always to fail in thefe Doings, 
they’il never but fail in them ; and comming into 
any Company, they’ll know neither which way 
to. look; nor what to do: Moreover, by fuch 
Autterity a Parent can never come to’ know his 
Child, nor judge what -Manner of Life he is 
naturally fit for. Add to this, fuch a Manage- 
ment will make a Son hate his Father, and with 
_ him dead. 
-. 29945 When a Son is come to Man’s Eitate, 
put him up in the World, and allow him Part 
of thy Subftance, according to thy Prudence 
and Ability :-For-when fuch a one is driven to 
ftay for a reafonable Portion a long Time, till 
his Father be dead, -he maketh account he hath 
his Inheritance: at Death’s ‘Hand, not of his Fa- 
ther’s Hand ;. who would. have kept it always if 
he could, and fo he: never thanks: him for it. 

2996: If it happen that thou beeft ‘tranfported 
with Anger, it is to be wifhed thot: hadft a look- 
ing Glafs before thy Eyes, thou wouldeft then 
find thyfelf fo deformed, and ‘different from 
what thou wert, that the Sight of this ugly 
Change would be likely to’ wets thee more-mo- 
dérate upon fuch Occafions, and thou-wouldeft 
have fuch-an Idea’ of this Pafftorl ds might pro- 
bably curé thee. | 
2997 If thou -fheweft thyfelf over’: difficult 
in ete choice of thy common Acquaintance, 
8 othere 
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others will be the fame,to thee. If thou heeft 
exact im requiring fo many good Qualities in 
#Affociates, they, will look that thou fhouldeft 
have the like, It’s better not'to be fo fqueamith- 
ly nice in thy Choice: Where Dainties are not 
to be had, be content with common Fare. 

_ .2998 Set not too great a Value upon the E- 
fteerm of Men, and their Praifes, for in this they 
ane very capricious. The true Reward of a good 
Action is, that thy Confciemce tells thee, ’twas 
well done, or at leaft well meant; the reft de- 
pends upon the Mind and Intereft of thofe it 
relates to. One. will fee it by a falfe Light, 
another fees it as it is, but perhaps through En- 
vy will not {peak of it as he ought. - 

2999 If once thou giveft up thyfelf to Raflery 
and Ridicule, and it be known that thou makeft © 
it all thy Defign, and all thy Aim to pafs.for-a 
Wit and a Joker, arid to divert thyfelf at other 
Mens Cofts, thou wilt lofe. the Benevolence of 
thy Friends, and the Efteem of all, and fhalt be 
ranked in the Clafs of Monkeys, who feem to-be 

.made for nothing but Mirth and Mifchief. | 
' go00 With common Friends ga-alwaye with 
Bridle in Hand, that is to fay, whe great Pru» 
dence and’ Caution with thofe whom-the World, 
or they themfelves call thy Friends. Thefe 
Manner of Friendfhips are never. fo well linked 
together, but that they may he eafly broken; 
Therefore it’s good: that theu take fuch Mea- 
fures with them as if thou forefaweft there 
would bea Rupture. 

; joor After thon: haft rallied. and made thy felf 
merry ina Company, thou art no fooner gone 
out-of it, but they: will-examine thee, from Head 
to Foat: And one that bas nat {poke a wore 
eee | WOue 
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while thou wert prefent, will tear-thee with his 
‘Teeth when thou art gone; and .in the mean 
Time thou may’ft be fure, that none’ will take 
thy Part, none will excufe thee, or be forry for 
thee. | 
3002 Do not love to hear thyfelf talk, and 
never put much Value upon what thou fpeakett 
thyfelf. To interrupt others is ill Manners: ‘To 
fpeak continually is Indifcretion; but to give o- 
thers Opportunity to fpeak, and to {peak thy- 
felf in turn, is to do like thofe that underftand 
to converfe in the World: If thou beeft. con- 
ftant to this Mean, thou wilt be acceptable and 
well received. | 
3003 Let thy Cloaths be rather comely than 
coftly. A Gentleman fhould have more. in, his 
Pocket than-on his Back: Yet till thy Deferts 
make thee known, the Outfide will fet thee 
forth, and thy Cloaths gain thee Credit in the 
World’s Eye: But be fure think not the better 

_of thyfelf for thy fine Feathers. It’s. much more — 
for thy Honour that thou grace them, than they 
thee. « on ee a ee oe 
3004 If an Hufband would have Peace and 
Quiet at’Home; ‘let him ‘not ftand too ‘much 
upon Superiority: Some::-Things belong’ moft 
to the Hufband, and fome again to the Wife: 
Each of them ought to govem in their proper 
' Province: And if Superiority’ be thus.modera- 
ted and ufed, it’s probable it may néver come to 

a-Difpite..-.0- 6: i AE ee Seg 
3005 Pleafe not thyfelf with barely thinking 
that: thy. Notions are juft, and thy Intentions 
good ; for Things go not for what they really 
are, but for what they appear. To know how 
&0 do, and to know -how to fhew it, is a diffe 
eee rent 
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rent Knowledge. What is not feen is as if it 
had no Being. Reafon itfelf lofes its Authority, 
when it doth not appear to be fo. 

3006 Thou mutt not be fo fingular as whol- 
Jy to flight the Fafhion, tho’ it be never fo odd. 
When all the World falls into a Fault no body © 
can be blamed: And how extravagantifoever a 
Mode may be, thou wouldeft be ftill more ex- 
travagant if thou refufeft to comply with it; and 
alane wouldeft offer to withftand the general 
Confent of thy Countrey. 

3007 To praife thyfelf can never be de- 
cent, except it be in rare Cafes: But thy Of- 
fice or Profeffion thou may’ft praife with good 
‘Grace, and-with a Kind of Magnanimity: Yet 
there’s a way of fending forth Praife and 
catching it again for thyfelf, by being liberal — 
of Praife and Commendation of others, for 
that wherein thou thyfelf haft a remarkable Per- 
fection. , 

3008 Let the Moming and Noon of thy Life 
-be fpent in the acquiring Virtue, Honour, Know- 
ledge, and good Humour; and then in the 
Evening, thou’lt have no Reafon to complain 


of the Lofs of Youth and Beauty. Time will 


do thee no other Injury than it does Statues, 
Medals and Piétures, whofe Price and Value is 
enhanfed by their Antiquity. 

3009 This thou may’ft make ufe of asa Touch- 


_ Stome to try thy Affections by, whether they 
-are Earthly or Heavenly : If thou examineft thy- 
felf whether thou canft rather contemn, deny, 


and part with thy Worldly Riches and State, 
than venture upon any thing that thou believ- 
eft to be difpleafing to God, or omit ought 

| I which 
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which thou apprehendeft to be thy indifpenfa- 
‘ble Duty. - Re 

3010 Be not like thofe who are fo impatient 
to hear any fpeak out their Mind, that they un- 
mannerly break in and interrupt them, before 
they know the true Senfe of what is intended 
further to be uttered ; and {fo by. this means they 
neither hear, nor are-heard, but fenflefly chat- 
ter. This is a mighty Failing ; but do thon 
bring along with thee'a’ modeft and a: patient 
Attention, and that will make whatever is bene 
ficial in Difcourfe thy own.. — i 

3011 When thou thinkeft People under a 
Mittake, be not over eager to fet them Right: 
For many Times Contentions would cool into 
nothing at all, if but one Party. only fpoke’; 
but if thou laboureft to convince them of Er- 
rors, and fo both come to Argument, them Heat 
follows; and that which was but a Spark at firft, 
and might eafily have gone out, is thus blown 
up into a raging Flame. 

3012 When ‘Trouble and Misfortune hap- 
pens, be not impatient and querulous, but thank 
God for the fame: for if thou thinkeft rightly, 
thou wilt know that the Want of Miferies would 
prove defirable: For the Mind cloyed with conti- 
nual Felicity, would grow but a Burthen to it- 
felf; loathing that at laft, which Intermiffion 
would have made pleafant. 

3013 Evils come never the fooner for that 
thou. lookeft for them, but they will come the 
-eafier: It is a Labour well loft if they come not, 
and well beftowed if they do come. We are 
fure the worft may come, why fhould we be 
fure that it will not? Suddennefs finds weak 
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Minds fecure, makes them miferable, leaves 
them. defperate: The beft: Way therefore is, to 
make Things prefent in Conceit, before they 
come, that they may be half paft i in their Vio~ 
lence, when they ‘do come. — 

3014 We are all weak and fubject to” Im: 
perfections, even the beft of us: And ‘if thou 
haft not the Indulgence to pardon thy Friends; 
and they the fame to pardon thee, your: Friend 
fhip will laft no longer than it can ferve both 
your Interefts, and both can find your Account 
in it: And when thou breakeft with thy Friend, 
thy Tongue will make known what thou hadit 
a long Time concealed in thy Heart. 

3015 Thou art not peremptorily to quer 
‘the Company of one of thy Acquaintance; be» 
caufe he is fometimes humourfome dnd trou- 
blefome;: being he may have his Intervals. _ Of 
‘what Ufe is thy Reafon and Virtue, if: thou 
makeft not ufe of it upon Occafions? That — 
Man has Faults, but has good Qualities alfo3 
pardon the one for the other. | 

3016 Be not fo injurious to the Ladies, as to 
imagine they come to Church out of Hypocrify 
or Vanity. ‘It cannot bé denied that Women are 
more fincere.and firm in their Devotion than Men; 
dince in: that Occafion where there was moft Af» 
fe€tion to be fhewed to God, there were found 
three Maries under the Crofs, where there was but 
one Difciple, and he too deny’d him thrice. 

3017 If thou art a good Man, and. haft ta- 
ken care all thy Life to pleafe God,'’thou wilt 
have little more to do, when: thou featt Death 
approaching, than to take Leave of thy’Fricnds; 
to blefs thy Sone to fupport and comfort 
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thyfelf with the Hopes of an immortal Life, and 
a glorious Refurreétion ; and to refign up thy 
Spirit into the Hands of God, and of thy Sa- 
viour. 

3018 Let thy Cloaths be very good im their 
Kind, but not f ine and Foppifh: <Gay Cloaths 
is the Pride of Children, and the weakeft of 
Women. The little Soul that converfes no 
higher than the Looking-glafs; and a fantaftick 
Drefs may help to make up the Shew of the 
World, but muft not be reckoned among the 
rational Inhabitants of it; ferving only as Pi- 
Gtures, Images, Ornaments to the Stage, and 
not to the Aétors in it. 

3019 Of the Evils of Life, never take more 
to thy Share than are really thy own: Decline if 
thou canft an Evil lying in thy Way, as thou 
doft a Buftle or Fray, by paffing on the othet 
Side of the Street. Never fplit upon a Rock if 
thou haft Sea room enough: And as a little Di- 
ftance of Place, fo a little Diftance of Time 
may ferve thy Tutn, to make thee reckon fuch 
Evils as none of thine. 

3020 All the Succeflion of Time, Changes 
in Nature, Varieties, Accidents, and Contin 
gents preach thy Funeral Sermon ; and call thee 
to obferve how the old Sexton Time throws up 
the Earth, -and digs a Grave where thou muft 

lay thy Sins and thy Sorrows, and fow thy Bo- 
dy, till it {pring again m an happy or intolerable 
Eternity. | 

3021 While the Vigour of thy Mind, and 
Health of thy Body, continue unbroken; if 
thoa doft not provide fome Employment that 
May entertain thee, thou fhalt weary out me 
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feif with fruitlefs Defires, and vain Attempts, 
after thy wonted Objects: And fo that Strength 


and Vivacity of Nature, which fhould render 


thy State more comfortable, would make it 
much more intolerable. 

3022 Nothing is truly fine but what is fit, 
and juft fo much as is proper for thy Circum-- 
{tances is much finer than all thou canft add to 
it: When thou once breakeft thro’ thefe 
Bounds, thou launcheft out into a2 wide Sea of 
Extravagance ; and then every thing will be- 
come neceflary, becaufe thou haft a Mind to 
it; and thou. hafta Mind to it, not becaufe it 
is fit for thee, but becaufe fome body elfe hath 


| 

3023 All humane Actions and Affairs are lia- 
ble to Dangers and Difafters ; but evermore en- 
deavour thou to fupport thyfelf with Courage 
and Hope; for whatfoever may happen, may 
not happen for ought thou canft tell; and upon 
fome unforefeen Occafion or other, many Dan- © 

rs become none at all: Many are ftaved off by 

rudence and Induftry, and many are weathered 
out by Patience and Equanimity. 

3024 It’s an ill, as well as an imprudent 
Thing to continue in Strife, when thou cant 
help it: If thou getteft the Victory, it may pof- 
fibly fatisfy thy Mind; but thou then fhalt have 
his Malice, which may be of ill Confequence, 
fo thy Gain will be lefs than thy Damage: If 
thou art overcome, then is the Difgrace thine 
and the Lofs; and tho’ he retains not his Ma- 
lice, yet fhalt thou not want his Scorn. 

30z5 Thou art not to account every one 
Churlifh and Unfriendly, that is Selfith and 

a T3 Covetous ; 
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Covetous; for. it’s unufual.to meet with thofe 
that are free of their Words, who are clofe of 
their Coin, and will be very ready to do thee 
any Piece of Kindnefs; as to advife thee, or 
focak for thee, when they had rather part from 
' their Blood, than let thee have a Penny of their 
Toney. ? 

3026 Thow art fubjeét to be melancholy and 
thoughtful, and thofe Thoughts rack thy Soul 
with ” Anpuith : I advife thee not-to fly from 
them, as generally Men do; neither feek- to 
drown them in Wine, or chafe them away with 
fociable Divertifements ; but bid them Battle, 
oppofe Thoughts againft Thoughts,’ and with 
the Dint of Reafon fubdue the peevith Hu- 
mour. 7 

3027 When Evil furprizeth thee, thau com- 
monly art afirighted by beholding it in its grofs 
Bulk, and thy Spirits are aftonifhed. at an infi- 
nite Bugbear: But if thou takeft a more parti- 
cular Survey of the dreadful Object, anatomifeft 
and vieweft it Piece by Piece, thou wilt find, 
that the greateft Part of what difmay’d thee, 
had no other Exiftence than in thy own Imagi-. 
nation. 

3028 I would have thee know this, -that a 
Nay of fome is better received than a Yea of 
others ; becaufe a Nay feafoned with Civility, 
gives greater Contentment than a' Yea with a 
bad Grace. Thou muft not refufe point blank, 
but make thy Denial be taken down by little 
Sips; nor mutt thou refufe all Things neither, 
left thou put People into Defpair; but on the 
contrary, leave always a Remnant of Hope to 
{weeten the Bitternefs of a Denial, 

3029 Such 
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3029 Such is humane Life, that thou wilt. 
oftentimes have need of all the Moral Virtues, 
but the Virtue of Patience above all others, and 
at all Hours is moft neceflary: For fo many 


. Imbecillities and Infelicities we are liable to, that 


if thou accuftomeft not thyfelf to receive and’ 
fuffer them, as thou doft to eat and drink, thou 
fhalt afluredly find conftant Trouble, initead of 
true Tranquillity. 

3030 It’s not external Things that wound 
thee, but the wrong Notion that thou hak of 
them. Thy own miftaken Conceits do thee, 
the moft Hurt. No Man grows pale with Fear, 
or perplex’d with Anguifh, but he that paflio- 
nately would avoid or obtain that which is not 
in his Power. Mind thou thy Duty, and let 
not thy Paffions go out of thine own Sphere: So 
fhalt thou avoid all thofe Troubles which come 
from: Abroad, where Man’s Juriidiction cannot 
reach. 

3031 If thou tive not ina due Riga to 
God, nor according to Nature, nor acteit a- 
greeably to thy Judgment, and beft confidcred 
Thoughts, thou canft not be happy ; becaufe 
thou art unquiet and diftrefled with Thoughts 
that contradiét and condemn thy Actions > 
Whereas if thou wert a religious, virtuous, ho- 
neft Man, thou wouldeft have a peaceable Mind, 
and a quiet Confcience: And if thou haft this, 
whatever thy other Circumftances a be, thy 
Condition cannot be very ill. 

3032 Thy Work in this World is, ‘to main-. 
tain the juft Authority and Sovereignty of Rea- 
fon againit the Aflaults of rude, intemperate, 
and boifterous Paflions ; and fo to tame that un- 
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ruly Beaft the Body (which by the Divine Pro- 
vidence is ty’d to our Souls in this State) that it 
may not be a conftant Temptation and Provo- 
cation to our Mind; but that it be kept in Sub- © 
jection and Subferviency to the Soul. : 

3033 "Twill be Matter of Skill and Addrefs 
when thou canft not honeftly compafs what. 
thou wouldeft, to appear Eafy and Indifferent 
upon all Repulfes and Difappointments: Befides, 
it improves all thy Difappointments into Provi- 
dences, when thou carift let fall the vain Defires 
_ of any Thing, without much feeling the Lofs 

of if. OO 
' 3034 If thou art falfe or crue], covetous or 
luftful, like-a Turk or a ‘few, it matters little 
what thou calleft thyfelf. He is not a Chriftian 
that is one outwardly, but he that has fome- 
thing of the fame Mind and Spirit that was in 
Cri, God will not at the laft Day judge of 
Men by their Names and Titles, but by - their 
Hearts and Lives; oniy it will go worfe with a 
Man that calls himfelf a Chrifitan, and yet lives 
like an Heathen or Infidel. 

3035 Till thou art perfuaded to ftop, and ftep 
2 little afide out of the Crowd and Hurry of the 
World, and calmly take a Profpect of Things, 
*twill be impoffible for thee to make a right 
Judgment of thyfelf, or know thy own Mife- 
ry: But after thou haft made a juft Reckoning - 
(which Retirement will help thee to) thou fhalt 
think the ‘World in great Meafure mad, and 
that we have been in Bedlam all this while. 

3036 As he that doth not eat when he 
fhould, may have no Stomach when he is weak, 
but prefently vomits up his Food again; fo if 
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thou ftudieft not the Art of Patience, and pre- 
pareft not thy Mind before-hand, and takeft not 
in Grounds of Confolation, till thou art in 
Troubles, and haft need of great Comfort, thou 
wilt find thy Soul very impatient of Remedies, 
and ’twill be irkfome to thee but even to read 
fuch Things as fhould quiet thee. 

3037 Take care not to offend a Man of emi- 
nent Quality, and one who has an Advantage 
over thee; but take much more care not to have 
a Difference with his Friend. He may haply 
conceive, that it argues a certain Meannefs of 
Spirit in him to revenge himfelf: But he thinks, 
that, as well his Honour, as his Duty, engage 
him to take Satisfaction for the Affront done 
his Friend. = 4 

3038 If what is faid of thee be confonant to 
Truth, entertain it as an Advertifement of great 
Importance ; if it be a Falfhood, never be trou- 
bled at it; and affure thyfelf, that Calumny will 
but augment thy Reputation. It will be a Glo- — 
ry to thee that thy Enemy was forc’d to make 
ufe of Detraétion and Impofture, as having found 
Nothing he could juftly blame in thy Demeanour 
and Conduct. 

"3039 As an honeft and innocent Man doth 
know the Punifhments which the Laws of his 
Countrey denounces againft Felons, and Mur- 
therers, and Traitors, without being terrified 
or concemed at them; fo that if thou art a 
Chrifiian in ‘Truth, as well as in Name, tho’ 


thou believeft the confaming Vengeance pre- 


‘pared for the Difobedient and Unbelievers, thou 
wilt not be at all difmay’d at the Apprehenfions 
of it, - ; : 
Is 3040 Bear 


C 178 J 

3040 Bear thyfelf freely, and according to 
thy own natural Way in Company., The ex- 
ceffive Defire of Pleafing goes along almoft al- 
ways with the Apprehenfion of not being liked : 
And then when thefe two Paffions meet, they 
caufe great Inequalities; becaufe if Defire ex- 
cites them, Fear cools them; when the one 
animates to {peak, the other keeps them filent; 
and thus too much Apprehenfion, as well. as 
Vanity, hinders Gracefulnefs., 

3041 Thou wert much better underftand thy- 
felf in thyfelf, than in Cicero. Of the Expe- 
rience thou haft of thyfelf thou may’ft learn 
- enough to make thee wife, if thou beeft but a 
good “Scholar. If thou calleft.to mind the Ex- 
cefs of thy paft Anger, and to what a Degree 
that Fever tranfported thee, thou wilt fee the 
Deformity, and remember the Turbulency of 
this Paffion better than thou canft in Arifiotle, 
and conceive a more juft Hatred againtt it. 

3042 Fill every Portion of ‘Time (as well 
as thou canft) with fomething that is not utter- 
Jy ufelefs. ‘The ordinary Phrafe of Paftime, and 
paling away the Time.reprefents the Ufance of 
thofe Sort of wife People, who think they can- 
not. havea better Account of their Lives, than 
to let them run out and flide away; to pafs 
them over, and to baulk them; and as much 
‘as they can, to take no Notice of them, and to 
fhun them as a Thing. of troublefome and con- 
‘temptible Quality. 

3043 If thy Enemy bear, a neblé Mind, let 
his Worth perfyade thee to.an Atonement.s 
for he that can bea worthy, Enemy, will if -re- 
conciled, be a worthy F riend, he be unwor- 

thy, 
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thy,. reconcile him too: Tho’ there be nothing 
gained but ftilling a fcandalous Tongue, even 
that will be worth thy Labour; but then be 
Cautious, and ufe him as a. Friend only in out- 
ward Fairnefs, but ftill beware of him as an 
Enemy apt to refume his Arms. 

3044 Have a Care of beinz too importunate. 
I have known Denials that had never been gi- 
ven, but for the Earneftnefs of the Requetter: 
‘They teach the petitioned to be fufpicious, and 
Su(picion teaches him to hold and fortify. Be- 
fides, People had rather feem to give, than to 
have it wrung from them as ’twere by Force ; 
for then they think they lofe all the Thanks. 

3045 If thou contendeft .or difcourfeft in 
Arguments, let it be only. with wife, and {Or 
ber Men, of. whom. thou may’it learn by: rcae 


foning, and not with. ignorant Perfans: For ~- 


thou. “fait: thereby inftru& thofe that will not 
thank thee, and will utter what they have lear-— 
ned from thee for their own: But: if thou 
knoweft more than other Mcn, fpeak it when 
it may do thee Credit, and not in Afflemblies. 
of ignorant and common Perfons. - mos 
- 3046 -1f thou, ast. at any. Tine tempted. to 
Pride and Vain-glory, think with thyfelf what 
a poor Ambition it is to be the chief Man in a 
‘Town ; what’s a ‘Town to.a Shire? what’s a 
Shire to the whole HHland?. what’s this Ifland to 
Europe? ,what’s Eurape.to the whole Earth? 
what’s the. Earth to. a Star? what’s that Star 
to Heayen, and to the Heaven of Heavens? 
And fo by a -Retrogradation, how little, how 
nothing is this poor Glory. 
3047 The Heart being deceitful in Matters 
I 6 oF 
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of Piety and Devotion, thoe may’ft make fome 
Judgment of it by this: If thou findeft and feel- 
eft private religious Duties pleafant, and com- 
fortable to thee, thou may’ft take this as an E~ 
vidence that thou art fincere; but when they 
are wearifome to thee, and a Penance, it’s a 
Sign, that\\thy Heart maketh fome Refiftance, 
and whilft that lafteth, thou canft never be fe~ 
cure of thyfelf. | 

3048 The fecret Pleafure and Tranquillity of 
thy Soul is more to be valued than all the Laugh- 
ter and extravagant Mirth in the World: Thefe 
only ruffle our Paffions, and raife a Duft in our 
Eyes; whereas the other compofe and purify our 
Reafon; giving us a conftant Profpect of Things 
paft, prefent, and to come: So that we can ne- 
ver be at a Lofs, but always ready equipp’d for 
the worft Contingencies. 

3049 Let it be one of thy tendereft Concerns, | 
and moft confientious Cautions, how thou pro- 
moteft an ill Report, for moft Men have fuch an 
Aptnefs to entertain a finifter Opinion of others, 
that they greedily draw in any Suggeftions of that 
Kind: And one may as eafily perfuade the thirfty 
Earth to refund the Water it hath fucked into 
its Veins, as them to depofite a Prejudice they 
have once taken up. ? 

- 3050 Tis one of the worft, and moft provo- 
king Injuries in the World, to take away a Man’s 
Credit unjuftly : For there is implanted in every 
Man’s Nature @ great Tendernefs of Reputa- 
tion. Indeed it is that which gives an inferiour 
fort of Immortality; and makes -us Men in this 
World, furvive curfelves. This Part of us a 
lone co.tinwes verdant in the‘Graye, and seg 
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a Perfume, when we are Stench and Rotten- 
nefs. 

3051 I recommend to thee (if Providence per- 
mit) a Life of Bufinefs in a middle State ; where- 
in thou may’ ft ferve both thyfelf and the Publick, 
without ever aiming at great Things. For tho’ 
Honours to an unconfidering Perfon’s View are 
dazling and bewitching ; yet to a nice Confiderer 
they are filled with Danger, Anxieties, and Cares, 
fetting us up for a common Mark of Envy and 
Fortune. | 

3052 I have fometimes been thrown by For- 
tune into the Company of very filly, affected 
Fellows, who thought themfelves full of Science g 
who approved of nothing ; who fpake Sentences, 
and fometimes explained Englifh by Greek; as he 
that gravely pronounced thefe Words, Jt is with 
reafon that we call a Man a little World, becaufe 
be ts a@ Microcofm. With fuch I would have 
thee retain Civility ; bear with them, and laugh 
within thy felf. | 

3053 ’Tis as natural for the Vulgar to inveigh 
againft generous Souls, as ’tis for Dogs to hark 
at the Moon: yet that Planet appears impaflible, 
and not being moved by the Snarls of invidious 
Animals, keeps on her heavenly Courfe, in Ma- 
jefty and Silence: So alfo, if thou art a Soul 
truly noble, thou wilt contemn the Cenfures of 
the inferior Part of Men; and never ftop till 
thou arriveft at the Meridian and Zenith of Per- 
feCtion. 

3054 Thy greateft Troubles are caufed by thy 
ungoverned Paffiona, and thy ill Habits: To find 
Eafe of thofe Troubles, thou art not to feek it 
in Pleafures, Honours, or great Alliances: Thefe 

| : Remedies 
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Remedieg are,not proper for the Cure. of fuch 
Evils. . tf thou entereft into thyfelf, and makeft 
a Search, perhaps thou wilt find there a fedi- 
tious Revolt, and a. domeftick War: Thou wilt 
fee all in Tumults, and in Arms; and thou wilt 
acknowledge thou haft no greater Enemies than 
within thy felf. 

_ 3055 We are alt fo cunning in difguifing our- 
felves,. and fo induitrious in finding, out Means 


, to appear, what we ate not, that an Acquaintance 


of fome Weeks and Months cannot give a full 
and true Idea of what a Man.is. We fuffer our- 
felves to be impofed upon by an obliging Lcok - 
or. Word; any fmall Favour done with a good 
Grace oftentimes carries us too far: And moft 
commanly we repent not, till it he too late. 

3056 Nature leads us into Society and Com; 
pany; but it is Reafon. that leads us into Friend- 
fhip. The Eiteem that we have for a Man of 
Merit, makes us feek and defire hjs Acquaint- 
ance: and if he do the fame to us, the. recipro- 
cal Confideration begins a Converfation between 
us. And that which at firft was but an outward 
Profeffion of mutual Kindnefs,, afterwards be- 
¢omes that cordial eae which,:ig called 
Friendfhip. 
"3057 Affability oug abt to i mixt up of Swect- 
nefs and Severity; or (to fpeak better) :1 it Ought 
to be a Mean betwixt thefe two: So that the 
one may not render thee a Terror to, thafe that 
have any Affair with thee; or ‘the other too 
much-debafe thee, and fubject thee to Contempt: 
But that it maybe full of Dignity, and agrecable 
according to the Quality of vee Perfons, and 
other So | 

3058 Above 
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_: 305.8. Above-all, there are. twa farts. of Per- 
fons, whom I advife thee never to, contradiét, 
viz. thofe to whom thou owe mych Refpect, 
left thou.offend them: And thofe who are infe- 
riour to thee, left engaging too far, thou feem- 
eft by thy Conteftation, to admit them equal to 
thyfelf; there alway arifing a greater Shame.and 
Confufion, in being furmounted by. them, than 
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‘Henour in a Victory fo unequal... -., 
3059. If thou thinkeft any one to be. of, him- 
felf.a Man.of Parts and Probity, tho’ there may 
have happened, by reafon of fome unlucky In 
cidents,. a Mifunderftanding and Strangenefs be- 
tween thee and him; yet fall not quite out with 
him: .for as in Mufick there are many Difcords 
before the Strings get to be in’Tune; fo in con- 
tracting of Friendfhip, many Jars may happen, 
before there can be eltablifh’d a true and per- 
fet Friendfhip. ae ew 
3060 Thou commonly (and fondly enough) 
thinkeft, that if the conceived Good could be ob- 
tained, thou fhouldeft be happy and at Peace ; 
yet ?tis certain, thou beholdeft Things prefent, 
and in thy Power, with nothing near fo much 
Satisfaction, as thou, doft thofe that are afar off, 
and that thou canft.not reach with thy Hand, but 
‘Thought: And fo when the defired Thing is 
" gained, and.at hand, perhaps thou may’ft be as 
far from SatisfaCtion as, before. _ 
«$961, 1 tell ne with all the Vehemence of 
my Spirit, I had rather have thee a Beggar than 
a, Flatterer; Flatteryris indeed a egHedtive, .ac- 
cumulative Bafenefs;, it being in’its Elements: 
ompound. and Gomplex of the moft fordid, 
hateful Qualities incident to Mankind, vz. Lying, 


Servi- 
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Servility, and Treachery; which being detett- 
ably deformed fingle, muft in Conjunction make 
up a foathfome monftrous Guilt. 

3062 If it be in thy Power, fo lay out thy 
Life and Affairs, that thou may’ft be able fome- 
times to retire, and enjoy thy own Company a- 
lone: Affuredly, while thou art toffed a 
Men and Bufinefs, thou canft not fo enjoy thy- 
felf as when thou art fecluded from both thefe. 
And it is a Mifery, when a Man mutt fo apply 
himfelf to others, as that he cannot have Lei- 
{ure to account with himfelf. 

3063 If thou giveft thyfelf the Humour and 
Liberty of a Rallier in all Company, Men will 
not believe thee capable of any Secret, or any 
Bufmefs; they will fear, thou wilt turn all that 
is of Confequence,: into Jeft; they will never 
confult thee, nor afk thy Advice; but will per- 
fuade themfelves, that nothing ferious will agree 
with thy Wit: and that thou art good for no- 
thing any more than a Monkey that may make 
us laugh. ~ : 

3064 Be not always hot, and hafty in mana- 
ging thy Affairs. Prudent Paufes forward Bufi- 
nefs: There is fometimes more Skill fhewed by 
a Phyfician in not Prefcribing, than in Prefcri- 
bing. And there is no better Remedy for fome 
_ Difeafes, than to let them alone; for unfeafon- 
able meddling with them, may hinder their pro- 
ceeding to a Crifis, and at long Run they will 
mend of themfelves. 

. _ 3065 The Society of Ladies is a School of > 

Politenefs; their Spirits are deticate, and they 
‘are naturally Enemies to alf Kinds of Rudenefs: 
He that keeps them Company, will infenibly Ae 
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fire to pleafe them, and accommodate himfelf to 
their Ways: And to do this, he will lay by what- 
ever he hath, that is offenfive, or difagreeable in 
his Language, Counténance, Drefs, and Mien. 
But yet remember, thou art not to go to School 
always, and do nothing elfe all thy Life. 

3066 If it fhould pleafe.God to give thee 
Length of Days, ’twill be highly neceflary to 
leave the World (by Retirement from Bufinefs) 
before thou beeft torn from it; and to acquaint 
thyfelf more familiarly with another World, be- 
fore thou paffeft into it, to make thy Abode in 
it forever. Certainly it requires fome Time to 
prepare the Soul for Death, and Judgment: And 
that Man will be very unfit for either, who is 
carried immediately from the Intanglements of 
fecular Care, to the Tribunal of God. 

3067 When any one hath affronted, or any 
ways injured thee, make ufe of Prudence, and 
get over the Affair as foon, and as well as thou 
canft. But generally fpeaking, ’twill be more 
fafe, and expedite for thee, to pardon thy E- 
nemy, than to take Revenge upon him; and it 
is done with lefs Difficulty: Thou may’ft par- 
don the Injury without being obliged to ftir a 
Foot; whereas thou muft make many a Step, 
and run through a thoufand Dangers, e’er thou 


-canft fatisfy thy Paffion. 


3068 Fix thy Mind, and bound thy Delfires, 
elfe thou wilt be contented with nothing. If a 
Competency cannot fatisfy thee, thou wouldeft 
crowd and juftle for Elbow room, if thou hadft 
.a Kinzdom to thy Share; and fo confequently 
wouldeft be miferable in the Difquiets of thy. 
Mind, for Mifery is the Companion of road 
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And the fame vain Appetite that at firft drew 
thee on from lefs to greater, will never fufter 
thee to be fatisfied, but always to be wanting. 

3069 Anfwer no man till he have fpoken all 
he meant. ‘Thofe that are impatient tohear, or 
rafh in their Anfwer, fay, I knew this be- 
fore. Prevent him not by helping him out with 
what he feems to have forgot, or cannot exprefs 
and utter; nor correct him for little Miftakes. 
Tell not what comes into thy Fancy: In the 
midft of his Narrations or Difcourfe talk not to 
others:' Turn not thy Back in a neglectful, or 
fcornful Manner; nor depart out of the Room 
till he have done. | 

3070 Never defire and affect to be a govern- 
ing, leading Man in the Place thou liveft in. I 
never knew a Town ‘yet, (faith one) wherein 
the Fops do not carry 2!) before them. They are 
a numerous, impudent, and noify Party; while. 
the Wife, and Ingenious, are few, modeft and 
referved; and pretend to nothing. Your Pre-. 
tenders never have any thing in them. : 

3071 Pin not thy Faith upon Reports; no nor 
Hiftories neither: For all humane Affairs what- 
foever, reported by feveral Perfons, tho’ all were 
prefent at the fame Times, and Places of their 
Circumvolution, are neceflarily fubject-to fome 
Diverfity in the Rehearfal: One Perfon obfer- 
ving, Omitting, contracting, dilating, under- 
ftanding, or miftaking one particular Point of a- 
ny Tranfaction more than another. | 

-3072 Thou may’ft extract an Antidote outeof 
_aViper, and Good out of an Enemy. An Ene-. 
my will tell: thee more truly of thy Imperfec- 
tions, than the beft of Friends will-adyenture to 
_ " do. 
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do, or ourfelves (being partial to ourfelves) will 
be able to difcern: And this may be apply’d as 
precious Balm, to heal the Wounds our Fol- 
ly, or Overfight have given our Reputation, 
by guarding our Actions for the future. And 
this is far better, than to be flattered into Pride, 
and. Carelefnefs. 

3°73 Inward Difcontents, and outward Dif- 
covering thy Crofles, do not redrefs, but make 
worfe the Bufinefs, and gives the more Caufe of 
‘Talk, and keeps the fame the longer in others 
Memory, and gives fuch as would joy in thy 
Mifery, the more Advantage to vex and {corn 
thee: But thy own ftrict and conftant Referved- 
nefs, and outward Slighting the Matter, will re- | 
ftrain the tatling Tongue, and htop: the Mouth 
of Malice. 

3074 If thou wouldeft but courageoufly and 
earneftly fet upon the conquering of any ill In- 
clination, or vicious Cuftom, thou wilt not find 
it fo hard a Matter to compafs, as thou itma- 
gineft: For the Difficulty of Reformation arifes 
only from the Confirmednefs of the Habit. E- 
very A&t of Refiftance as it weakens the Ha- 
bit, fo it abates the Difficulty; and when the 
Rehictance of thy corrupt Appetite is once 
weakened, it may with further Endeavour be 
quite fubdued, and then thou wilt act with Free - 
dom, and with Pleafure too. 

3075 To what Purpofe fhouldeft thou toil, 
cark and pinch to make thy Family rich and 
great; that they may grow lazy and wanton; 
to leave behind thee an Eftate, which thy own 
Example proves.more than neceflary: For mof 
re that do fo, have made little Ufe of it 

themfelves. 
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themfelves. Miftake me not; I do not think it 
unlawful to be rich; or to leave one’s Family fo: 
But I think it foolifh, and finful too, to facri- 
fice the Peace of our Mind, and the Eafe of our 


Life, to God Mammon. 


3076 Affuredly a true Friend is the greateft 


Pleafure upon Earth: I have been all my Life- 
time in Queft of fuch a one; but have not found. 
For either Difference of Tempers, or in Man- 
“ners, or Interefts, or Circumftances, or Diftance 
af Place always hindered me. And befides, I 
muft confefs, Fhave been fomething unwifely 

cautions in this Matter, having fettled it in my 

Mind, that a Miftake here may be fatal. 

~ 3077 When thou haft proper Leifure, I would 

have thee to confider and refolve before-hand, 

what may be a prudent Way of behaving thy- 

- felf upon particular Occafions; that thou may’ ft 

be ready at it, when the Occafion comes. Such 

as 1.. How to refufe accepting of, and denying 

Favours. 2. How to detract from thyfelf mo- 

deftly, and not affectedly. 3. How and when 

to value and praife thyfelf. 4. How to carry it 

towards Contemners. 5. How to keep thy Senfe 

and Opinion fecret, when any one is pumping 

thee. 6. How to keep Paflions down. 7. How 

_ to rebuke well. But thefe Particulars are infi- 

nite. 

3078 That Part of Friendfhip, which com- 
mands Search, I would not have thee deliver 
too foon. This is the moft precious Thing thou 
canft give thy Friend; for thereby thou makeft 
thyfelf his Prifoner. Until his Advice or Af- 
fiftance is required, he fhould not have any that 
are of great Moment: For it may be his Hone- 
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fty would keep them, but his Tongue cannot. 
Fear or Corruption do much with Men, efpe- 
cially if the Difcovery endanger not them- 
felves. 

3079 Then only thou deferveft the Title of 
a good Man, when having well weighed the 
Pleafure and Profit of Vice, thou makelt a -deli- 
berate Election, and giveft the Preference to 
virtuous Courfes; and being fatisfied, thou haft 
an abfolute Obligation to Truth and Goodneis, 
divefted of all fecular Advantages; aéteft well 
out of a generous Principle, that ’tis thy Duty 
to do fo; and improveft this Principle by con- 
ftant Practice, into an habitual Goodnefs: Then 
ride wilt become that Tetgdyaves Arte that is 

xt. 

3080 The firft Step a Man makes in the . 
‘World, generally determines all the reft; and is 
the Foundation of his Reputation, and beft Pre- 
fage of his Fortune. And from the firft Marches 
that he makes, thofe that have had Experience, 
will tell, how far he will advance. ’Tis then ve- 
ry neceflary for thee to make thy firft Step with 
a great deal of Caution and Prudence, and to 
fignalize thy Entry by fomething that is repu- 
table, and eminent. 

308: Concerning Anger, I advife thee, 1. To 
manage it, and not lavifh it upon every Oc- 
eafion ; for that both leffens the Value, and hin- 
ders the Effect. Rafh and cuftomary Chaffing 
rendets itfelf defpifed. 2. Not to be angry to 
no Purpofe; but make fure, that thy Reprehen- 
fion reach him at whom thou art offended: for 
ordinarily People rail, and bawl, before the 

faulty 
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faulty Perfon comes in; and continue Scolding 
an Age after he is gone. 
*. 2082: To what Purpofe fhouldeft thou feek 
great Things for thyfelf in the World? or ha- 
ving obtained them, prize them at any confi- 
derable Rate? or value thyfelf upon them? fee- 
ing thou knoweft not, but this Night thy Soul 
may be required of thee, when thou fhalt be 
divefted of them all.. ’T'would be as vain and 
unreafonable, as for a Traveller, that is to ftay 
at his Inn but fora Night, to take great Thought 


and Pains about furnifhing and adorning his. 


Chamber, which the next Morning he mutt 
leave to the next Comer. 

3083 .Be not eager:in Difputation and Argu- 
ment, to bring Matters to thy Opinion: Thou 
may’ft thereby ftir up Enmity; but fhalt feldom 
compafs thy Purpofe. .When his Choler. is once 
‘inflamed, and his Spirits fired, tho’ thou provett 
the Thing never fo well, and makef It never fo 
‘plain, thou fhalt never make thy Adverfary to 
‘confefs it; nor ever be able to take hold of him 
by a Syllogifm, fo long as he call flip from thee, 
‘by a Diftinétion.” . :. + Dlg seo 

3084 ’Tis a mot: happy Thing to retire from 
the World after thou haft ferved. thy Generation, 
and getteft into Years. I ever thought :it dan- 
' werous, and miferable for a Man, ‘to die full of 
‘Noife, and Bufinefs. Men of .Aétion cannot. fo 
‘well prepare for another Life, as fedentary Men 
‘of “Fhought and Study may. Thave ever pityed 
thofe’ Men, ‘whofe néceflitous Employment: and 
‘Fortune hath put them under an Obligation of 
‘making even at one Time the Accounts of this 
World, and the next. 

3085 It 
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‘3085 It will be great, and moft ufeful Dif 
cretion in thee to judge rightly when to drive 
by Fear, and when to draw by Love. Fear is 
‘a more certain Ground than Love for maintain- ~ 
ing Authority: But yet Fear procureth Hatred ; 
which, altho’ it be diflembled fo long as it is un- 
able to fhake off Obedience, yet when a greater 
Force fhall unty that Knot, it will burft out in- 
+o open Contefting. — 

3086 Do all thou canft to cure thyfelf of 
foolith, boyifh Bafhfulnefs: It betrays thee to all 
Inconveniencies; it preffeth thee down below 
‘thyfelf; unfits thee for both Converfe and Bufi- 
nefs; hides all thy Abilities and good Qualities ; 
and brings thee into Bonds to thy: utter Undo- 
‘ing; when out of a weak Flexibility of Nature, 
-thou haft not Courage enough to Beny tne Re- 

‘queft of a feeming Friend. 
. 3087 Be not concerned, and think not the 
-worfe of thyfelf for the World’s falfe Cenfure ; 
for none are more liable to it, than the upright 
Nature, that is honeft and free: For many times, 
‘when he thinketh no ill, he-cares not tho’ the 
World fees the worft of his Actions; fuppofing 
he thall not be judged worfe, than he knows him- 
felf to be: But the World being bad itfelf, guef- 
fes at others by its own Naughtinefs ; and fo con- 
cludes bad of thofe that are not fo. 

3088 In this, if thou art prudent, thou art 
diftinguifhable from the Imprudent, that thou 
-regulateft thy Interefts, and directeft them to 
the Profecution of thy Defigns, each in their 
Order. If thou art over earneft, thou wilt raife 
-a Difturbance in them; by hurrying thy‘felf after 
an hundred Things at once, ee *twill pro- 


ceed 
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ceed, that out of an-exceffive Defire of. the lefs 
important, thou wilt not do what is neceflary 
for the Attainment of the moft confiderable. 
3089 Suffer not thyfelf to be impofed upon 
by the Airs and fenfible Impreflion of Men; but 
Fetire within thyfelf, and hearken to the Voice 
of thy inward, plain and diftinét Reafon. Words 
-being arbitrary, perfuade only as far as they en- 
lighten the Mind: But the Air perfuades natu- 
Sally, and by Impreffion; it perfuades infenfibly, 
and without letting us even know what it is we 
are perfuaded of. For all that it can do, is, not 
to give Light, but only to agitate and caufe Mo- 
ton. 
. 3090 It is moft profitable to have feen and 
practifed many Things, and to know many Ac- 
cidents which are paft; not that they ferve cer- 
tainly to difpofe well of the prefent, be it what 
At will; but fot that in the different Sacceffes the 
Underftanding is quickened, which doth pro- 
duce and excite in fubtile and piercing Spirits 
certain Seeds of Wifdom, which Nature had 
-conicealed ; fo as by the Multitude of Examples, 
- in the End Rules and Precepts follow; by Means 
ag the Underftanding is made capable to 
udge. 
3091 In clearing Debts off from an Eftate, a 
Man may as well hurt bimfelf in doing it too 
fuddenly, as in letting it run on too long: For 
-hafty Selling is commonly as difadvantageous as 
Intereft. Befides he that clears at.once, will re- 
lapfe; for finding himéelf out of Streights, he 
will revert to his Cuftomes. But be that 
-cleareth by Degrees, induceth an Habit of Fr- 
gality, 
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-pality, ‘and gaineth as well’'upon his Mind, as 
‘his Eftate. - « - _ 

3092 If thou haft any Pledge of the Amity of 
any one, either from fome good Office thou haft 
‘received from him, or from fome Expreflions 
of his Readinefs to ferve thee, thou oughteft 
often to fhew thy Remembrance of it, attribu- 
ting afl to his Nattire, full of Affection and 
Courtefy, to which he will give fo much the 
more Credit, by how much every one is apt to 
‘be deceived with the Love of himfelf; and too 
eafily perfuade himfelf, that others believe he 


pofleffes thofe Qualifications, which render him 


‘agreeable, and efteemed of all. — 
3093 If thou wilt confider Things: morally, 
thou muft agree, that all Things that happen, 
are by the ordinary Courfe of Life, and our 
/Birth makes us fabject to them; and by Confe- 
quence, thou muft fubmit, and accuftom thy- 
{elf to them: And if thou feeft fome Men ex- 
empted from thofe Misfortunes, ftop a little, and 
-expect,- and thou needeft not expect long,. and 
thou wilt fee, that they have a Dividend of them 
‘with others; and perhaps a greater Share than 
“moft others. 2. a 
3094 If in thy Retreat from the World thou 
‘art entirely Mafter of thyfelf and Time; thou 
hadft need of proper Talents to employ and di- 
fet thee; to find thee Bufirefs. and Pleafure, 
-afid té erlable thee: to reap Benefit from the oné, 
and -to preferve: thy Inhocehee-in. the other." And 
' “without this Degree of Underftanding, @ -folita- 
‘ry Life nwft be very dull, and-barren. Nor can 
I think of any Cure for this, ‘but to increafe-a 
Man’s Tafk, and Bufineis, -in’ Proportion to the 
so OR Defect, 
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Defect of. a Niel ke that:{o Employ- 
ment may fill thofe Vacuities, which ‘Contem- 
‘plation ‘never can. * < 
3095. Make it not thy-Hope, With, ot BuG- 
me to-pleafe all Peopte. Only endeavour, to imi- 
‘tate thofey who.are truly-wife and confummate 
in Virtue, Do thou but what js incumbent on 
-thee, and let People grumble as they will. 1 
_ hold it for a great Commendation,- not to- pleat 
the. Vicious. ..Confider well, who they gre that 
_approve what thou-doft.- It is much better to 
be pleafing to one fingle Perfon, . provided he be 
virtuous, and knows-how to difcern Things a- 
sight; than a great Number of he Corrupted 
by Vice. 
"3096 Of all Men in the World, take heed of 
-thofe that are of poor cowardly ‘Spirits 5: they | 
- are commonly-perfidiousy crafty and cruel} their 
‘Fear makes them logk upon mof People as their 
Enemies: From this Fear-procecds Hatred ; and 
this latter begets a Defire of Revenge; in which 
‘they are fome times -hurried on -to Exceffes that 
-are barbarous, and fuil of Cruelty. There is then 
no Artifice which they will-not make Ufe of to 
‘deftroy thofe who they furmife are their Ene- 
oies.’ And they never conic to reft fecnre,. tifl 
‘they have removed out of their Way whatever 
_is the Occalron of their Fear. |. 
_ 3097 Often thou fhalt find them no Friends, | 
thar thow hat aggounted; fughs- and , fometames 
‘thou -fhalt find a..Friend -that-made no Shew:: 
Keep him as thy -moft precious fewel: he is not 
driving on a Trade and, Trafick. of Fsiendfhip, 
-by doing {mall Things to get greater from thee; 
for then- be would have Appa cd when e 
; 7 hadft 
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adit nothing for him to do; and would have 
flattered and worded “himfelf ‘into thy Heart: 
‘No, but now ’tis plain, ’twas thy Want and his 
‘mere Goodnefs, that were his Motives. Such a 
Virtue is a furer Foundation for Friendfhip, than 
all the fine Pretenfions the felfifh World builds 
upon. 

3098 In great Company’ fhew due Refpeét, 
but. fhrink not out of thyfelf: Before I came to 
obferve them, (faith an Author) I thought Prin- 
ces and Minifters of State fomething above hu- 
mane; not hearing a Word fall from them, up- 
on which I did not put a politick Conftruétion. 
‘But growing’ more familiar with them, I found’ 
‘their Difcourfes mingled with the fame Follies 
ours are; and their domeftick Affairs carried on 
‘with as littte, if not lefs Difcretion fometimes, 
‘than thofe of ordinary Men.. 

3099 Fix it in thy Mind asa certain Truth, 
that the Ways of Virtue are more pleafant to a 
‘good Man, than the Ways of Sin and Licen- 
‘tioufnefs are to an evil and vicious Man ; and 
therefore are better and more eligible in them- 
felves. And it appeareth by this, that feveral 
‘Men, who have tafted' ail ae Pleafures of Sin, 
have forfaken it, and come over to Virtue: but 
there is fcarce an 'Inftance to be found of the 
Man that had well.experimented the Delight of 
‘Virtae; that ever could be drawn off from it, or 
‘find in: his Heatt to fall back to his former bad 
Courfes.’ | 

3100 It will be a ce Point of Prudence j in 
‘thee to. ftand firm, not fink under an ill Re-. 
port, provided thou haft Integrity and Innocence, 
to fupport that Firmnefs of Mind,” A wife Man 

K 3 will 
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will net make his Life precarious: he ftands, er 
“falls in his own Confcience, and leaves the 
‘World to take its Courfe. ’Tis the Novelty, and 
-not the Quality of Things, that fets People a 
gaping, and gazing at thee; but when they 
come once to te familiar, the Wonder goes off, 
-and Men return to their Wits again. 

3102 Thou canft.converfe with nothing, but 
“what will work upon thee, and by unperceived 
‘Stealth of Time, affimulate thee to itfelf: The 
‘Choice thergfore of thy Company is one of the 
moft weighty Aétions of thy Life; for thy fu- 
ture well or ill-being depends much upon that 
‘Election. If thou cbufeft ill, every Day de- 
clines thee to worfe: thou haft a perpetual 
Weight upon thee, that isever finking thee 
down to Vice,.. But. if thou chufeft well, thon 
haft a Hand of Virtue gently liffing thee toa 
continual rifing Noblenefs. | 

3102 If thou wouldeft receive, it’s required 
at leaft, that. thou fhouldeft afk. If thqu-fcorneft 
to afk, it implies, . thou wouldeft take, it.as a 
Debt, not as a Bounty, and fo wilt not be thank- 

ful. If thou feareft.to alk, jt implies gither thou 
defireft what is-unfit, :or, thoy believeft him un- 
kind or unjuft, and will not do thy Merit right. 
If thou art afhamed to afk, ..it. implies, thou 
knoweft thyfelf unworthy ta, receive; and be- 
lieveft he thinks fo. And truly,, tho’. thou/may’f 
have Merit, yet People care not -to. he at the 
Pains to find it out’ for thee, if thou beeft fo 
theepifh and negligent.as to hide.it. ; 7. 

3103 Let thy Life be neither wholly contesr 
plative, nor wholly-active; for as Action and 
Bulnels, without any Meditation, is apt to alie- 
: : _ "nate 
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riate the Mind from God and Virtue ; to corm 
rupt all that is great and generous, and truly 
wife jn it; and wed it wholly to the World; fo. © 
a Life {pent wholly i in Contemplation, witholie 
any Mixture of Aétion, will prove fruitlefs, and 
unprofitable: And Men condemned to utter So- 
litude (like Trees and Shrubs of the Wildernefs) 
would grow wild and Savage; luxuriant in 
Leaves; but their Fruit, iftany they brought 
forth). four and fmall. 

* 3104 In Cafe all the Conftcllations fhould 
bear thy Name, fhouldeft thou be the better for 
it? It would be above in the Heavens, and thou 
thyfelf fhouldeft be ftill in the Grave. . Men are 
pleafant, they cannot fteal away from Deati: 
themfelves; and yet they ftrive to rob it of two 
or three Syllables that belong to them. This.is a 
pretty Cheat they think to put upon Death: Were 
it not better in a handfome Way to confent to 
die, they ahd their Names together? 

‘“g10¢ Away with all high Thoughts of thy 
Abilities, and Performances. When a wife and 
a thinking Man comes carefully and ferioufly to — 
look and refleat upon all his paft. Actions, he 
finds little but vain and idle Fooleries, not wor- 
thy the Confideration of a ‘Man, and fcarce de- 
ferving'a feriouys Thought; arid in Truth would 
foaner chufe almoft any fort of Life, rather 
than have them plaid over once miore.. And the 
very beft and pleafanteft of them would be dull 

. and tedious were they known before hand. - | 
106 I fay to thee, thou believeft above a 

Miltion of Things which thou doft nat know ; 
and which’ the ‘Comitérce’ thou. hatt with the 
Wend, hath heaped et thy Memory. But be 

not 
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not vexed at it; there is no Man but hath a ve-. | 


ry great Number of thafe confufed Notions: for 


we are all given upto Senfe. “Phere is no Man. 


made for Society, but is faftened ‘to other Men, 
and receives in his Brain'the fame Impreflions as 
thofe who fpeak to him with fome Emotion and 
Force. And thofe Impreffions are attended by 
thofe confufed Judgments | and Opinions where- 
of I am fpeakine. 

107 Thou art loth to die, becaufe thou haft 
lived il, and fo art unprepared for Death. Know 


that thy Want of Preparation is becaufe thou art. 


not thoroughly perfuaded,’ that'thou' fhalt die 
‘yet; nor doft thou believe it, Haply thou canit 
fay from a fwimming Thought of Death, that 
tve are alt mortal, and the like; but a firm, con-. 
ftant Belicf of it, as to thy own particular felf, 


is far from thee; otherwife thou wouldeft live 
in a ‘continual Expeétation of thy Diflgl tiony 


and prepare thyfelf for that Day,. that! our, 
knowing, that ‘then inflantly Shou art, brought to 
Judgment. © 

3108 In Affhits. of Moment, | keep a fteddy 
Eye upon the Nature and Reafon of the Thin 
to be treated of; and be not blinded by-the Art- 
fulnefs of a Manager. Some ¢an.fo well: meta- 
morphofe Favouts, that it feems, ’ they dq them 
even when they receive them.” There are Men 
of fuch Parts, that they oblige by atkings be- 
caufe they transform their Own Intereft into an- 
other’s Honour: That is in Reality a great Dex- 
terity. But it wauld be a greater ftill, to fee in- 
to it; and fo baulk fuch a foolith Bargain, by gis 
ving them back their. t Ciyihties ape, pa ane 
retaking ins Own. | 

Meg ‘og Ever ‘ety 
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z1og Every Moment almoft thou haft fome~ 
‘Temptation to vain, ‘Talk or impertinent: Inqui-’ 
fitivenefs, to Anger or -unfeemly. Jeffing, ‘to’ 
Contention or Impatience, ‘to idle. Thoughts 
and:Dittra€tion, ‘of to fach like Sins, ‘which: are? 
the more difficult to be avoided,’ becaule, being! 
mixt with aH our worldly Afhirs, they are hard-- 
ly to be difcerned. Therefore, thou muff at leatt™ 
fécure: this; that however. thy Nature’ ftands.af: 
fected in any ‘of thefe tefler Sins, ‘yet thy! Heart» 
Ifiay tpt entertaty any Love ‘for thet; 1éft>thy! 
Affections hinder thee from carefully: watching? . 
and ftriving againft:them. = ¢ 

* g1ro If thou haft ‘noone fettled’ ‘and fixed! 
End at which thou aiméft, ‘then,: as thou deé-' 
figneft nothing, fo wilt thou atchieve ‘nothing. ! 
And if thou’ propofeft to thy(elf ‘many: Endy by 


Turns, thou wilt fo divide thyfelf betwixt many! .- 


Things, that’ thon wild. ot’ beftow that Pains 
WHicB Js neceflary for thé attaiming’ any ‘one. If 
thou makeft various Efays, bat-fintiheft io one 
Work, thou wilt be like the Fraveller thar wil 
not keep his Way; but ranges. itito other: Paths, 
‘and fo comes as far backward fo: inGHe HM, as he’ 
went férwards to‘day. : ~~ tit 

©3418 Ab’ to: Gefture: ih fpeaking, fic a: . Mos 
chilatiori is ‘required, that thou: Uife nbt ‘fo letlet 
as‘to ftand immoveable like’ an: ‘Image, not 1d 
much as to appear like a bufy Ape. As. to the! 
firft, if thou ftirreft no Part, thinking thereby to: 
get the Opinion of Gravity, thou wilt i incur the 
Sufpicion of Folly; and be taken for, ‘as ‘twers,; 
a feigned Perfon-brought im #0 fpeak, having of 
himfelf. no Life. ‘As to the other, if thou takeft 
mbes of Gefture, ry fpeakeR with a Plaver- 

4 like 
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like Lightnefs, hoping thereby to pleafe, and 
win-Favour, thou wilt be laughed at, and fcorn- 
ed by.alf that fee thee... oS 

-gr12 Why fhouldeft thou take immoderate 
Care and Pains to’ increafe; that which is not 
thine? for by'that. Time -thou ,haft raked, and. 
fcraped it together, thow art cated away, and: 
leaveft it to thon knowef& not whom: it may: be 
to. thy Enemy, of to one that. will not fo much 
as thank thee for its or to one that will. {cattes 
Safter than: thou. gatheredft it. or if he be guilty 
_ef the fame Folly with thyfelf, ’tis his but juf 
‘as it was thine. For after We has bufied and 
toiled himfelf a while in adding te the Heap, he 

- eaves it to his Succeffor, as he received it from 
his Anceftor, and neither has any longer Pro- 

priety in it, nor garries one Mite of it. along with 


a ee 
:- 4143 Jn advifing, if thou obferveft any Coun- 
fe}, amongft the refit, to fwim rather again thy. 
own Stream than with it; fuffer it, and confi- 
der perhaps he thas gave it is thy beft Friend ;: 
for ’tis a Sign, that his Speech is not’ embafed 
- with that Servility, which is a common Difeafe 
in weak fawning Spirits: Yet this holds not al- 
ways ;, for fometimes it may be his Ignarance, 
_ femetimes his Pride, fometimes bis contradi@- 
ing Humour; and thefe a wife Man may diftin- 
guith by furveying the Reafons be produces, and 
laying Prepabilities together. 
. 3184 “Fhe many Inconveniencies that Life is 
éxpofed to, -requigfe thou, fhouldeft not be too 
fenfible of every: lylg;Hart. ‘What thy Mind 
yields not to, makessbyt a flight Impreflion, and 
_ does thee but a very datie Warm. "Tis the Soft-: 
7 | £2 nets 
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nefs and Suffering of our Spirits, that gives and 
Continues the Pain, But Brawniné{fs and Infen- 
fibiJity of Mind is the beft Armour thou canft 
have againit the common Evils, arid Accidents 
of Life; and it being a Temper that is to be got 
by Exercife and Cuftom more than any other 
Way, thou, fhouldeft begin the Practice of it 
now in thy Youth. | a oe 
‘g116° A’ Temper Of Peace, “Thankfulnefs, 
Love and Affection. is much. more. a_ proper 
Frame for Prayer, than that of Fervour, and Dif- 
compofure. . Under the Dread’of Mifchief im- 
a ~t . ne! ve 
pending thou wilt be no more fit for a comfort- 
able performing of the Duty of praying to God, 
than, thou canft be for Repentance on a Death- 
bed,” For thefe Difcompofures will affeét thy 
Mind,” as the others do thy Body. And the’ 
Difcorhpofure’ of Mind mutt neceflarily be as’ 
great a Difability, as that of the Body, and muchr 
greater: Praying being properly an At of the | 
Mind, not of the’Body. © , 
“3116 Thou oughteft not to fuffer the Depth 
of thy Capacity to be. founded, .if thou wilt be 
efteemed of the Vulgar? Thou ouzhteft, on the 
contrary, to behave thyfelf after fuch a Manner,,. 
as never to difcover ail thy Ability ; and that no 
Man may affign limits to thy Underftanding and 
Leaining: for tet a Man be never fo learned, the 
Opinion we have of him, when we know hirn 
but by halves, goes always further than the [lea 
we concélve of him, When we are wholly a-- 
quainted with him. .”. : 
‘grty Chufing implycth approving; and if 
thou ‘fixeft npow a Perton for thy Friend, againtt 
whom the World hath given Jadgment, "tis not: 
- : K 5 10, 
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fo well-nature Fy. a8 to believe, thou art altogether, 
averfe to his 
difcoutage. thee from admitting . him into. thy’ 
nsapene And Refemblance of Taclinatlons be-" 
thought none of the ‘leat Inducements .to 

Friendthip ; thou wilt be looked upon at leaft as. 
a Well-wifher to, if not a Partner in his Faults. 
If thou canft forgive them in another, it may be 
ieee thou wilt not. be. lefs pealle to “thy-" 
e 
3448 If thou de(pitan anys. ‘be fure to-keep it 
private to thyfelf, and let no body know it, left 
it bring Evil upon thee. For theré is no A@tion 
in the Behaviour of one Man toward another, 
of which humane Nature is more impatient than. 
of Contempt: it being a Thing made up of thefe 
two Ingredients, an Undervaluing of.a ‘Man up- 
on 3 Belief of his Worthleinefs, and a “{piteful 
Endeavour to engage the reft of, the World in 
the. fame Belief: So that the immediate Defign 
of Contempt is the Shame of the Perfon con- . 
temned, and the Effect. of it may be palois Re- 
yenge. 
_ g119 When thou hearet: a . Man {peak a quick 
Thing, with a great deal of Smarthefs, ” if that 
Thing has nothing in it, - but’ a. mere. Flath of 
Fancy, thou. art. not. therefore: to think him a 
Man of Sufficiency, ‘but rather the contrary: for. 
his Thoughts are fo quick, that they fly, before 
his Bufinefs: altho’ it be indeed a fine fhining 

hing, to hit off the very Knot of a Matter'at. 

rt Stroke; yet if ‘it be‘ cqncerning only a 
trifling Subject, that-Quicknefs is but Levity, 
which is but a very indifferent ener for. 
a Mau. of Bubnets. 
gizo Ig 
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3126-Tt is to be obferved im fome, that they’ 
migiit be worth much, if thy would take. care to 
fupply certain little Defe€ts: ‘Fo fame Seriouf- 
hefs'is wanting, for fault of which zreat'Quali- 
ties have:no Lufige in them. ‘To’ others Sweet- 
nefs of Carriage ; the Want of which their Com- - 
panions foor difcover. In fome ‘more Brifknefs. - 
is- defited = -and m others tore Refetvednels, &c. | 
 woald be‘poffble for thee to conquer and flip-. 
ply all fach,’ if thou wouldeft’ take the Pains: 
to. ment them: For’ Reflection and Endeavour — 
may tarn Cuftom into a fecond Nature. ‘ 
| g12z1 As‘to the Matter of Railery, ufe all pof- 
fible Prudence and Circumfpection.. .To fuffer’. 
it, is a Kind of Gallantry: But to offer it, isa 
Sort: of offering-Battel,’ He that fuffers it; paffes - 
for a Man of good: Nature, Gayety; and. Intio~) 
oéncy, “atid is-permitted' to fit quiet, and! ares - 
he that is tefty,and'‘tlettled at it,” provokes the! . 
Company to nettle him the more. © Ceftdirily,’ . 
the beft Way is, to let it pafs without making’ 
too much of-it.- Before thou beginneft it, firit. 
know the Reich and: Pemper of “hitn ‘with’: 
whom thou intendett to make thyfelfintrry,. .' 
“$122 Thou wilt find,, that oné of the great 
Benefits’ of 'Ftieridthip,.is,: that it Helps: usin’ 
our Sorrows’ and Sadneffes, and’ preverits Mé- _ 
lancholy and Peevifhnefs. “Thote Difcdntent’ 
fling: the deepeft, that are, fuch; -as ‘tnay ‘not, .. 
with ‘Safety, be- commutlitatéd: “for then tha’ 
Heart burfts for Want of Vent,..and’ the Soul” 
piles away,’ and flarves’for Want of CdunGl,__ 
that’ hould feed and cherith it. . Sokvows- enter: 
tained and fmuthered, collect’ frills, ans, fill 
habituate it fo, that by Degrets all: edod : }0- 
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fition and Humour gives- Way; to4 harfh Mo- 
rofity 5, and fo fowrs: Re fweetelt Soul, as to 
turn it into Spleen ang effinels.: ...: - | 
_ 3123 When thoy reproveft or. admonifheft 
any one,. Mildnefs and Aap y -will be as ne=~ 
ceflary as even Prudence itfelf: For the Re- 
rehenfion which cometh ‘from a: foul-mouth’d 
Perfon hath no great Force,: and is imputed ra- 
ther to his ill Humour, than to.any defire he 
hath to amend his Brother: But the Admoni- 
tion which cometh from a gentle difcreet Man 
is well taken, and the Party who received it 
perfuadeth himfelf it is upon great Caufe, and 
of great good Will, that the other, being fo 
wife and fo kind, ufethit, ~~. 
_ 3124. Men complain of the. Length. of Arty. 
and Shortnefs of: Life; but.if we would. ac- 
knowledge ‘our Error herein, we. fhould own,, 
that this Unhappinefs comes. not from hence, 
that our Lifé is too foon at an End, but from: 
our beginning in Virtue and Learning too late: 
Confider thou art now young, and may’ft make 
Life the longer for the Knowledge of good: 
Things, if thou fetteft about-it in the Morning, 
of thy Age. They that rife not till Noon have 
no. Right to. cemplain that the: Day is.too fhort = 
‘They might haye retarded the Evening, by be- 
ing diligent-in the Morning, ..Since thou canft 
_not: fet the Period of Life further off, thow 
oughtelt-to begin to live the fooner, and labour. 
the harder es ees OS 
: 3125 It’s Of great Moment for thee to have. 
sight Notions of Conyerfation: The Beauty and- 
Life ‘of it confifts notin axtificial Faces, phan-. 
taftick Dreffes, arch Motions, Shrugs, and Crin-. 
he . ges 
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ges ; muclr tefs in mechanick (for fo F may call 
fet Forms of) Chat, but in a prudent,. diligentr,- 
and faithful Difcharge of the Duties we owe to 
ail thofe feveral Relations -we ftand in, and the 
Obfervation of thofe Laws of Society which 
true Philofophy and good Breeding prefcribes. 
Slights, and Tricks, and Arts, may entertain 2 
little, and divert a: while; . but it’s-Vittue only, 
Benignity, and Integrity, that chamfand cap- 
tivate: The firft may open us the:Way to 
Mens Houfes,: but ‘the latter to their Bofoms, 
and to their Hearts. © o 7 a 
- 3126 Be thoroughly advifed when thou re- 
prehendeft ; to reprehend welt is the hardeft 
and moft neceflary Part of Friendfhip ; fer if it 
be rafhly ‘and unadvifedly done, tho’ it be other- 
wife a Benefit, yet an unwary Proceeding may 
turn the Benefit to Injury,'and-then it ftreng-' 
thens the; Error, and wounds: the Reprover:’ 
Befides, in Reprehenfions, every Man that re-' 
proves or advifes, affumeth as it were a Tran~ 
feendency over the other; which if. it be not 
allayed with Proteftations of ‘Kindnefs, as well’ _ 
as ftrengthened :by: Reafons; grows: hateful, fo' 
that even ‘the Reprehenfion' is many ‘Times the: 
greater Faultofthe twoe 2 
- 3127 Since thou art to look on ‘thy own, 
Good and Prefervation as thy main Concern, 
thou art not to be taxed with Inconftancy, 
when upon the. Viciffitude of humane Affairs,” 
thou alfo admitteft of fome Change in thy De- 
sand ‘Procedure; yet ‘continueft conftant 
ahd refolute as to the End thou’ hadft propofed: 
to thyfelf; and: this. is but to follow the Ex.’ 
ample of good Navigators, who tein bound 
fot 
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for fuch:-a Part, yet upon Alteratidn of Wind 


and : Weather, fear ;to: change’ their Courfe ; 
bur fill in the Midi :of the: Tempeft, they 
mind the Profecution,of their Voyage, and a 
fervation of the Vefiel. 

3128 At the Day of Judgment thoti fhalt mot 
be afked what Proficiency thou haft made in Logic, 


Metaphyfics ‘Afttonomy, ‘of any other. Science: 


But .whesher thou, haf lived. according to thy 
Nature, ‘as a Adan endued: with Reafon and 
“Morality. Jn thas Hout it. will more avail thee 
that thou haft thrown a handful of:‘Flour or 
Chaff in: Chatity ‘to a‘Neft of contemptible Pif- 
mires;.than that thou. couldeft muftér all the 
Hofts ,of Heaven, and. call every Star by irs 
proper. Name; for then the Conftellatians them-' 
felves fhalk difappeag.. The Sunm,and Moon fhalt 
give, no more Light, -and ‘ab: the Frame of Na-’ 
ture fhall; fall: in: pieces and vanifh ;: but thy 
goed and bad Works fhall remam: for’ ever re~ 
corded in the Archives of Eternity. : 

- 312g hou cant not for thy Life byt. fome- 
times , dight>into had Compariy:: If thou conti 
nueft Society with them thou: éndangere& thy~ 
felf; either by. stati Saupe Jet in their evil ABicne: 
or elfe by conniving at Ff: thou. labourett: 
te avoid fuch Affociates, ar beinp unkippily:fal- 
len among them feekeft for a prefent: Efeape,' 
they will diflike and. fling at thee, and impute: 
thy Departure to Bride, Singularity, Precifenefs, : 
and ‘Hypoerify ;:. bar Jetonot Shame, ' ar Fear of: 
Reproach from, i Mem caugeuthee:.to | 
thyfelf >, Thou. wert. better fiy from shein, abd; 
be-fl {poken. df, hae ‘Bt bbe ani ane 
eae we a - feud aa’a oo 

3130 ‘If 


—_ 
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againft it, now moves. with , the: Stream ;, and 


then wilt thou carry thy Point if thou letteft 


3132 ‘Thou art -fo: aing at the ftrengthening 
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felf by what Arts, by what Practices the Light, 
of thy Undetftanding comes to be obfcured, the 
Anthority of thy Reafon weakened,‘ the Ten- 
dernefS of thy Confcience to be fo'much blunt- 
eft; and -worm off: And when thow-haft difco- 
vered this, thou muft-avoid all thofe Things as 
Temptations and Snares ; thou muft fhun thofe 


Paths,'-as thdfe ‘that letd! to Danger and'Death ; 


and whatever thou: findétt!to have ‘a. contrary’ 
Tendency,“thofe are the-Things ‘thou mu do 
and’ follaw: ‘How happy Wauldelt ‘thou be ?: how: 
perfect’ wouldeft thou Yobn' grow, if thow didtt 
Conduét thyfelf thus?" 20 
-“gi33' In‘ this thy Age, white thou aft young 
and raw,, and foft natur’d, thouart apt'to think 
it'att eafy Thing to gain Love, and sane 

- thy }own -Fiitndthip ‘a’ fure ‘Pricé’ for another 
Man’s ; But when Experitncefhall have ofice 
opened ‘thy'Eyes, and ‘fhewn thee ‘the Hardnets 
of moft Hearts, arid the Hollownefs’ of. ‘others, 
and the Bafenefs and’ Ingratitude of almoft aH, 
then -wilt thou find, that a:Friend is the Gift 
df God, ‘and’ that he only who made Hearts: can 
unite them: Fot it is- he only. who creates 
thefe: Sympathies ‘and’ Suitablehefles of Nature 
that are the’ Foundation of ‘all true’ Friendthip ; 
and: thén by his: Providencé brings Perfons fo 
affected together: Still it is the invifible Hand 
from Heaven that ties’ the Knot, and mingles: 
Hearts and- Souls by fecret and unaccountable 
Conjunction, 
_- + 913%) Stiffer not ‘a fine Face to bewitch thee. 
Scarce any Marriage has been on both Sides 
Kappy, that ‘had no other Fouridation than what 
comes from the Charms of-an outfide Beauty.; 
o.% : | which 
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which is far-more fit to increafe a Man’s Appe-- 
tite, than to. fettle any true Liking ; and will. 
fgoner procure Fondnefs thar real Love, the fa- - 
tal Effe€ts of which is Jealoufy, that curfed. 
Bane to all the.Pleafures' of the Marriage Bed ;° 
which makes. their:beft Delights a raging Tor- 

_ Mient, and tums the greateft Bleflings into the - 
greateft Placues ; fo that to have this without 

Virtue, is a. Thing that none but ftupid. and 

fenflefs Perfons would endpre; for then it’s like: 
a hot burning ‘Coal, whofe bright: and fparkling 

Looks many. may gaze upon with Admiration 

enough, but none but Fools and Madmen are: 

_ willing or daring enough to touch, 

3135 Every one is for denying, extenuating,. 
er throwing the Blame on others, and. never 
will: conféfs a Fault, and take it upanihiméelf; . 
but this, inftead of getting it excufed and. par-. 
doned: aggravates it, and: makes: i¢ worfe,. and., 
angers the Party concerned, and fo-it doth Mif.. 
chief inftead of Good. * I advife therefore (un-. 
lefs it be 2 furious, unforgiving Perfon, and the. 
‘Fhing be a Crime that muft not be owned)- 
frankly to own it; to fhew how thou watt. 
brought into it, and with thou hadft not done. 
it. It’s likely this ingenuous dealing-and throw-, 
ing thyfelf upon his Kindnefs, may work upon, 
his good Nature, and fo the Storm may pafs ef. 
without more Mifchief; but this muft be ma- 
naged artfully in a middle Way between Sneak-.. 
inz and’ Arrozancy. 

"4136. Admire not thofe Perfons whom thou. 
feet lavithing away their Life and Eitate in ex-, 
ceflive Hospitality, and perpetual Entertainments, 

And put not any: Truft in. dm, fc~ ‘3's com. 
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monty Pride and Defire of Popularity, not 2- 
Redundance of good Nature and Philanthropy, - 
that prompts thenr to be fo over bountiful An. 
undeniable Argument of this is, that. when their: 
Fortunes are fpent, and they dfe. afhamed the 
World fhould defpife them for the. Alteration, - 
nothing is more frequent than for them to fail: 
to any bafe, difhoneft Shifts, and private Couze— 
nage to cheat their Creditots, and maintain their 
former. Grandeur ; for. Pride will practife any 
Thing rathet than let her Port decline. = 

3137 It’s certainly a moft generous and en~. 
livening Pleafure, which: Refults.from a feafom: 
able Liberality, when thou feeft a Man ftrug-: 
gling with Want; his very Spirit, as well as 
Body ftooping under the Preflure: If thou then- 
relieveft him, the hunane: Nature within thee, 
which-is comimon td you. both, does by 2 Kind: 
of fy mpathetiek’ Notion, exilt .and: rabfe up it-- 
felf; ‘but if thou haft any Pfetyy what mut do.it: 
mich tmoré ; -for'as the fortier thewed thee ‘thy. 
own Image’ in thy poor. Brother, ‘fo: this fiews 
thee God’s. And how-tranfcendent'a Satisfa@tion 
mutt it-be, to have paid fome’ Part.of Gratitude: 
to: thy Creator -for- thy own: Bring, by: making’ 
thyfelf in thy dow Sphere the Giver or Pieferver 
i ‘that ‘Life which-he frc&t breathed ito ano- 
thet. 203580 Sele Sr age ee OS 

3138 None can be? conftrained to relinquifh 
his own Opinion,.-nor is-it equal for. thee. to 
make thy Apprehenfion the Meafure of Ano- 
thers:; dnd tho. differeft from him-as. much as 
he’ uoth from: thee} and -whether’ thou art in 
the Right bias ad nat to be determined -by 
thy: partial Belt. Audsif thou but derioully:corie. 

tes lidesedt 
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fidereft haw clofely the Generality of Men are: 
wedded tg thes awn Conceptions, and how 
fondly they.doat upon the Brats of their own: 
Fancy, and:;how. unwilling they, are to be ac- 
counted ignorant; and withal, how uncomely a. 
Thing itis to contend,about.a Goat’s Beard, or, 
a Lock .of Wool (and truly moft vehement Al-. 
texcations are commonly of no. higher Concem~ 
ment) and what a Difturbance all this is to the 
Company; thou wilt (I doubt not) be extreme-. 
ly caytious: how thou. engageft in. a.yerbal Come 

OG i Bee SP eye gi SI gar ee 

- 3139 Many. bear patiently. imaginary Croffes, 

which never happen; they fanfy to themf{elves. 
great Evils, to. come, and they go'-thro’ them 
with great Courage, and upon this Account rec- 
kon themfelves patient: Yet in the-mean while 
the little Vexations. that, occur daily diflolve 
them into Beevithnets, and. fretfu}-Anger, and 
they cannot bear the leaft Crofs_or-Contradiftion: 
when it is, prefent. Byt thoy mutt beware of this, 
Iilufion,, and confider that -great ‘Oceafions of. 
Patience happen, but feldom, whereas the lefler: 
are very frequent: Almoft every Hour thou wilt 
have Opportunities .of exercifing this, Virtue,, ei- 
ther, by bearing, with others, or by. checking and 
correcting thyfelf.. -And,thow-fhouldeft. alway; 
bear more chearfully. that Crofs which is of Gad’ 
fending, than .that. which is thy own Choice 5; 
for that which God appoints is always befty 
whereas thou art ignorant, and often deceived. - 
314Q None-can be faid to die fuddenly, but, 

he that. hath not thought of it enough. Thou. 
haf}. carried Death about.thee ever ince Hew 
wadt born.‘ Thou haft been entertained with is | 
7 
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Ty Spe€tacles of Carcaffes and Funerals. Thow 
haft heard and read fo much of the ened of 
Life, and Certainty of Death ; doft u not 
know, that every Moment thou liveft brings 
thee nearer thy End? Thy Cloaths wear out, thy. 
Houfes decay, and all Things perifh, and doft 
thou ‘look that thy Body fhould’ be immortal ? 
What are the common Accidents and Difeafes: 
of Life, but fo many Warnings to thee to pre- 
pare for a Remove?’ Thou haft Death at thy. 
‘Fable, -in thy daily Food ‘arid ‘Nourifinment ; for. 
thy Life is maintained by the Death of other 
Creatures, and thou haft the lively Pi@ture of it 
évery Night: for:thy Bedfellow in Sleep: With 
what Face then canft thou charge thy Misfor- 
tunes with fudden Death, that haft fpent thy 
whole Life both at Bed and Board among fo 
many Remembrances of thy Mortality? =~ ° 
 “gig1 Be-will not: fuffice that thou in generat 
éndeavoureft to‘keep under thy Appetites, and un= 
ruly Paffions; for ¢ofrupt Nature ‘ts well enough 
pleafedwith all the Apparel of Formalities of Mor- 
tification, Self-denial,-and Victory over Paffions ; 
and Philofopliers grow in Love with the fair Ideas’ 
of Virtue in- this pompous Attire; and many in 
this have deceived’ themielves, and boafted of 
Conqueft over their evil Inclinations, becaufe’ 
they find not in themfélves an Averfon to Vir- 
tue and: good: Defirds: But when it comes to 
Trial indeed, and they are no longer to fight 
with a Notion of Sin in general, but with 2 
prefent urging Luft, with a prefent Uneafinefs, 
and Neceflity, ‘with fome Proyocations to An- 
ger, or to Impatience’; then it appears how 
a Pome. See! “sage x ey eee : | yam, 
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vain, how weak and infignificant were their 
great Thoughts and fine Refolutions. 7 
3142 What wonder if .Men are furprized 
with Death’s fudden Cal, when they have to 
deal. with a.painful Difeafe, that will fuffer no- 
thing elfe to.be tended? With Heirs, with 
Legatees, or. _ Expectants, with Creditors, or 
Debtors, with Wife and Children, with Kins- 
folks and. Servants, with Friends or Enemies, 

and moreever with the World; which becaufe 
he-hath loved too much, he leaves fore againtt 
his Will. Befides, he hath to deal with the 
Death of the Body, for which he is not duly 
prepared; and laft of all with Satan, who then 
attacks him with all his Forces, with Hell, 
which then appears in the. moft difmal Shape, 
‘and.in all its Terror. But know thou, that Mo- 
sment of Tinie will not be fufficient for facha Mul- 
titude of Bufineis, therefore thou oughteft to be 
in earneft and diligent, to take great Care be- 
fore-hand,. that thou comet well provided to 
the laft and fharpeft Combat... 

3143: Break not. off F pends vir. 2 fingle 
"Heaty nor. continue it: againft Reafon. Paffion, 
Anger and Unkindnefg, may give a Wound that 
fhajl bleed and mart, but it is Treachery only 
that.makes it rankle.and mortify. The Reafon 
of the Difference: is manifeft; for hafty Words 
‘or Blows, either may be only an Effect, of a 
-fudden Paffions during, which a Man js not per- 
Je@y. himlelf 5, but no. Man goes about to. ge- 
seive and enfnate another in a Paffion,nor today 
‘Trains, | and fet Traps, and give fecret Blows 
‘in aprefent Huff: No, this is always done with 
Forecaft and Delign, with a fteddy, Aiming, ang 
(a1 a long 
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‘# long’ profe@ting Malice, affifted’ with alt the 
Skill and Art of a manazed Hypocrify ;'and per 
haps, ‘not without the Phatifaical feigned Guife 
of ‘Self-denial, and :-Mortificatién, which are 
“Things in which the whole Man, and the whole 
Devil too are employed, and all: ‘the Powers and 
‘Faculties of the Mind ‘are ‘exerted and made 
ufe of. — : 
3144 Love not Virtae more. for its Glory than 

fts-Goodnefs fake. Some afpire‘after Good, be- 
‘caufe it is a Thing high and tranfcendent: Thiey 
live a ftri&t and fevere Life, becaufe it denotes x 
brave Spirit: They preferve inward Peace, be- 
‘caufe it is pleafant: They enquire after the Way 
to ‘Heaven, and to that Purpofe confule many 
Books; that they’ ‘may enlarge their Knowledge, 
and fatisfy their Curioftty ; and they ‘walk in the 
narrow Way to Perfection, that they ‘may De 
licht in themfelves, and admire their own Excel- 
lencies; all this thefe Men do: for to pleafe and 
magnify’ Leal "When they think moft to 
ferve God, they. on Ny. fetye their own Pride; and 
when at laft’ they ‘dhall ‘expe great Rewards, 
they fhall find thetr Handsientpty of good-W orks, 
‘and ‘their Hearts full of: nothing, but ‘Self-Iove. 

‘Therefore thou oughteft to Teek God with Hu- 
mility, with Singtenefs of: Heart; and a fincere 
Spirit, to ca him- above all’ Things; “and for 
"his: own fk aa ee 

3245 ee ques ‘faibaii? Bis, Hewat of 

“hott whori God has marked, ‘He that hath any 
“Thing fixed in his Perfon that doth induce-Con- 

‘fempt, hath alfo an ardent BDefire to'refcue and 
| deliver himfelf from ‘Scotn.- Upon this ‘he be 
“cometh envious and’ malicious; asdefring others 
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may be brought to the fame Level in fome Kind 
or other with him. Hence alfo he -grows- bold 
and infolent, as ftanding up furdily in his.own 
Defence; vigilant alfo and watchful te catch all 
Opportunities, of doing fhrewd Tuyns. But it 
muft be confefled and allowed, that all deformed 
. Perfons are not thus; for fome, that-they may 
threw off the Unkindnefs of Nature,. take a 
quite contrary Courfe, and walking in the Ways 
of Virtue, Humility, and perfect good Nature, 
merit the Efteem, and Love of all they live and 
-converfe with. Thus crooked Men are. obferved 
to be, either netorioully Bad, or moft excellent- 

ly Good, _ : ee of aa. ed: Bag 
3146 Look not about thee to afk another what 
Sort of Man thou art, and whether thou adteft 
“well or ill; but. look inward, examine thy awn 
Thoughts and Inclination; know for thyfelf and 
-ftand by that. Opinion makes us judge and e- 
{teem ourfelves, not according to our own Senfe 
-and, Confcioufnefs, but according to the: vain 
_Thoughts:and Talk of other Men. We defer fo 
ynuch to others Opinions, that except they wil 
pleafe to count ys happy, wecannet be fo; We 
-are, NOt Contented to live to ourfelves, but we 
camuft .alfo entertain a troublefome, ‘imaginary 
. Life, to pleafe we know not whom, People that 
‘perhaps know us net, and to be fure care not 
‘for ys; whofe Judgment we Might in other — 
. Things, thus. neglecting: teat trae and real Life 
which. we ourfelvgs ‘enjoy, we make jtour Care 
.amd Endeavour to preferve and adorn that Life 
which depends on others, and hath no Subfi- 
ftence but in another’s Faney : And fo far doth 
this. Dehufion prevail, that what we ourfelves 
ue. He ” feed 
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“feel and -know, is nothing to us éxcept othets 
-be acquainted with italfo. 
' 4147 Good Nature is the very Air of a good 
Mind, the Sign ‘of a large and a generous Soul, 


and ‘the peculiar Soil on which Virtue profpers. __ 


But the World having-a Notion of it that is ve- 
ry Wrong, and of mifchievous Confequences, 
I defire to fet them tight, and tet them know, 
that that is not ‘to be called good: Nature’ by 
which. Men become impotent and uncapable of 
-withftanding any importunities, ‘be they ne- 
-ver fo unreafonable, be they never fo dangerous, 
-or refufing any Temptations; but as if they were 
crippled in their Powers, or crazed in their Minds, 
‘are wholly: govetried by Example, and fneakingly 
conform themfelves -to other Mens Humours and 
- Viees ; and in a Word, become every Man’s Fool 
‘that hath the Confidence to impofe upon them. 
Now this is {ofar from that lovely mafculine Tem- 
per of true Complaifance, that it is indeed no 
‘better than a childifh Bafhfulnefs, a feeble Pufi- 
‘fanimity, a filly Softnéfs of. Mind, which makes 
a Man firlt the Slave and: Property, and then at 
“aft the Storn of his Company.' © 7 
3148. Thou haft no: Reafon to-céafe thy Stu- 
‘dy and Enquiry mto the ‘Word and Will of 
‘God, as if thou knoweft'already what is necef- 
‘fary to-be:known. ‘I have‘heard fome excufe 
“themfelvés “fron Yuch Studies bya Wifh, that 
‘they could praétife what they: alreddy know, 
-and then’ they-fhould- not doubt but to do well 
“enough. "Such Backwardnefs and Execufes argue 
‘only that their Confcience is already trouble- 
fome to them for. their Breach and Negleét of 
~ Duty; and they are afraid if it fhould be further 
aes informed, 


5 
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informed, - it would. give-then}. greater -Difquicty 


~~ beet 


or they fhould be; conitrained ¢o:that. Stricinefs 


of Life, that-wouldvbe. very unealy: to them, -{ 
that tho’ they with: they.could practife what-they 
know; yet mdeed, the Reafon why they de- — 
fire net. to .increafe. in, ,Krigwledge -is,. becaufe 
they have no real Mind,to mend their Practice, 
nor-be bound up to thet Exadcinels of: ney wa Ik- 
ings that the Wardireqatifes. 

-3149- Thou may’ft poflibly meet jomeume 
or other with,a-¢ertain grave fupercilious Sort 
ef a Gentleman, who pretending great. Good- 


nefs to thee, but really intending gréat Glor 


ry to himéfelf, will be continually haunting and 
perfecuting thee with his Wifdom,. and Ad- 


vice. I fuppofe 1 need‘ not forewarn thee to 


keep out of his Walk, for thy own Unealfinefs 


wilt do it-enough; he isa dreadful Friend; he’ll 


take ‘the Advantage of his own Experience ; 
he’ll propofe all his Counfels as Laws, and with 


the Air of a Matter, that takes away the Pri- 


vilege of examining what he fays, will endea- 
vour to force thy Mind by Authority, rather 
than win it by Reafon ; he’ll never fail to give 
himfelf for an Example, and apply to all his 
Purpofes his Obfervations of former Times, 
when he was a flourifhing young Man; he’ll 
pring his own Adventures for Proofs. He has 
{een all that he advances; every Thing that he 
fays is extraordinary, and worthy to be laid up. 
And the fear of net faying enough to perfuade, 
makes him always fay too much to be believed 
or regarded. 

i $150 Lay afide Conftraint (in Company) and 
Subtilty, it’s enough in a Converfation; 
? to 
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to preferve Decency and Order; as‘to the reft, 
thou may’ft flag as low as the Earth, if they 
feem to defire it, or do fo themfelves. The 
‘Learned often ftumble at this Stone, they’ will 
be always fhewing their utmoft Skill, and how 
much they excel the ret; and fo they ftrew 
their Difcourfes afl over with Flowers of their 
Eloquence, and quote Plato and Aguinas in 
Things, that the firft Man they meet could deter- 
mine as wéll ;-the Learning that cannot penetrate 
their Sculls, hangs ftill upon their Tongues. 

3151 When thou wouldeft make a Jeft to - 
excite Laughter, ‘twill be beft to fpeak im a 
cold and ferious ‘Manner, that the Company | 
may ‘be: pleafingly furprized in feeing thee Se- 
rious in the Midft-of Perfons who rend the Air 
with Laughter. Yet I have obferv’d fome who 
daugh’d fo heartily all the Way they were utter- 
ing of witty Things, that they made the Com- 
pany the beft Divertifement in the WOrld ; but 
then:their Way and Manner became only then 
felves, and was not to be imitated by others. 
As I conceived the Thing which took fo much 
was, that they fhewed nothing of Pride and Con- 
ceitednefs, or any Thing of hidden’ Preference 
of themfelves before the reft (which would have 
given Difguft) but fhewed all along a wonderful 
Sweetnefs of Nature, and Gaiety of Temper ; 
which joming with the Sentiments of the Com- 
pany, and caufing them to laugh together with 
them, rendered all of a Piece, and prov’d ex- 
ceedingly endearing, obliging, pleafant, &nd 
merry. a | 

3152 Upon a Journe)} Men ufe to put on all 
the Pleafantnefs they can, and to make Sport ot 
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all the Inconveniencies of the Ways and Wea- 
ther, and. little crofs Accidents that befall 
them. And thus, if. thou haft but the Art 
and Wifdom to doit, many of the leffer Incon- 
veniencies of Life might well enough be played 
off, and made Matters rather of Mirth and Di- 
verfion, than of Melancholy, and ferious Tyou- 
ble. But there are fome Evils and Calamities 
of humane Life that are too heavy and ferious to 
be jefted withal, and require the greateft Con- 
fideration, arid a very gréat ‘Denes of Patience 
to fupport us under them, and enable us to bear 
them decently ; as the Lofs of Friends and dear- 
eft Relations ; as the Lofs of an only Son grown 
up to be well fix’d and fettled in a virtuous 
Courfe, and promifing all the Comfort to his 
Parents that they themfelves could with ; thefe 
certainly are fome of the greateft Evils of this 
World, and hardeft to be.born. For Men 
may pretend to what they will, to-Philofophy 
and Contempt ef the World, and of the perifh- 
ing Comforts and Enjoyments of it, to the great 
Extirpation of their Paffions, and an Infenfibi- | 
lity of thefe Things, which the weaker and un- 
difciplin’d of Mankind keep fuch a Wailing and 
Lamentation about. But when all is done, Na- 
ture hath framed us as we are, and hath planted 
in our Conftitution ftrong Inclinations and Af- 
fe€tions to our Friends and Relations; and thofe 
Affe€tions are as naturally moved, upon fuch 
Occafions, and pluck every String of our Hearts 
as violently, as extreme Hunger and Thirft do 
gnaw upon our Stomacks. Whatever we migh- 
tily love, doth in fome Sort become a Part of 

L 2 ourfelves, 
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ourfelves, and cannot hang fo loofe upen us as 
ta be feparated from us without Trouble, any 
more than a Limb, that is-vitally, and by ftfong 


Ligaments united: to the Body, can be rag as 
ody” 


off when. we please, or rent from the 
without Pain. 
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APPENDIX 


CONCERNING 


Sincerity and Deceit. 


At Dolus obfcuro gradientes aére fepfit ; 
Et multo nebule circum transfudit amictu. 


Let no Man go beyond, and defraud his Brother, 
in any Matter: for the Lord i the Avenger of 
fuch. « Theflal. iv. 6. 
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CoNnCERNING 


SINCERITY and Decrrr. 


a # Deceit, and Difimulsion. Deceiv- 
Ze ing or impofing upon others to their 
t| Prejudice, is always and utterly uns 
lawfal. But ‘that Sort of Diflimula- 
tion which means no Til; or is no other than 
Concealment of one’s Mind, ‘is not only lawful, 
‘but in many of the Affairs of Life abfolutely ne- 
cefflary: for Nature gives every one a'Right to 
defend himfelf; and furely, Silence is a very in- 
-nocent Defence. 

By prudent Diffrmulation, thou may’ft fome- 
times patry, and put by many Injuries; and pre- 
vent many Affronts, which could fcarce be done 
without it. 

Let thy Sincerity be ever accompanied with 
Prudence and Circumfpeétion. ‘Thou art bound 
always to fpeak fincerely when thou doft fpeak : 
but mos art not bound ae to {peak. 

L 4 Honefty 
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Honefty ought to have Wifdom (tho’ not ill 
Creft) for its Guard: for firee-we-are fatter: m- 
toian Age full of Artifice; wherein Words, 
which were invented to exprefs' our Thoughts,. 
fegn now to be applyed only to the cpgeealing 
than with a good Grace; it muft be confeffed, 
that Innocence had need of’ a Mafk.*~And“tis. 
no lefs imprudent to lay open thy Heart to thofe 
that are always upon the Watch; than it would 
be to march quite naked among Enemies whom 
we could neither offend, nor defend ourfelves 
from. es ; 

I would have thee deal wifely ; yet fo fincere- 
ly, that thou needeft not fear the Examination 
of thy Purpofes and A@tions: and haft no Rea- 
fon to refufe Witnefles, even of thy very 
Thoughts, if fuch a Thing were poffible. 

Subtilty and fly Carriage always caufeth Suf- 
picion ; but Wifdom purchafeth Refpect. Where- 
fore I would have thee know, that Clofenefs of 
Heart, or difcreet Diffimulation in Matters of 
Confequeénce, is Wifdoni; and it may be ferved 
without tricking it Craft, by an Opennefs in 
Things: of tefs Moment. But Sincerity, tho” 
an itfelf a Virtue, yet may. fometimeés beas blame- 
able as a Lie. ‘That is, when thau ufeft it un 
aeafonably:: When thon {peakeft with Sincerity 
ef Things thou.oughteft to be filent in, thou 
wilt offend thofe of whom thon fpeakeft: And 
thou wilt give them Caufe to accufe thee of 
Imprudcnee, Incivibty, and Want of good Na- 
Rite, Pe ae. ee Bg 
.. in all thy Dealings (where the Matter will 
bear it, and the Perfons concerned are fit for.it) 
gie a kind of Opennefé and Freenefs. Such Be- 

haviour 


ee / 2 
haviour will make othets ftee’to‘ thee 5: nd“Svill | 
‘pet thee the Repdért of “upright Dealing ¢ 'Artd - 
then Men will negotidte’more finterély, and. 
plainly with thee, which: will make thy Tranf- 
adtionseafy, : 

Truth and Sincerity ought to te Miftrefs not 
only of thy Heart and Mind; but.alfo of all ‘that 
appeats’ in thee, ‘or comes from thee: That is, 
‘thy, Words ought ‘never ‘to difagree with t 
"Thoughts or Actions:' And there ‘fhould' te no- 
thing within thee, that gives thee the Lie. °’’ 
~ Ofall Things im the World give not: thyfef 
up to Lying. A Lyar is'a moft deteltable and 
‘moft ‘miferable Wretch, “He extludes himfelf 
‘from the Society of ‘prudent and -tood' Men’; 
‘and moft hofribly joineth himfelf to the Devil,. 
'yiélding up’himfelf to his bitter Bondage, arid 
Power. . ee OM Te 
_ Be always fo precifely true jn. whatfoevdr 
‘thou refateft of thy own Knowledge, that tho 
‘may’ft get an undoubted‘ and’ fettled Reputatiot 
‘of Veracity’. ard/thol wilt gain this' A vantage 
“by it, ‘that’ cia Gia will’ believe; (withoue 
‘farther Proof): whatfoevér ‘thon uttereft ;’ be & 
“never fo ftrange? (1 2 VO eb 

Hold to Truth; and it will make ‘thee: fafé, . 
‘and eafy: One .that'was going Amibafladdr to 
Venice, bezged of Sir Harry Wotton Advice how 
‘he might ¢atry himfelf ‘among: thofe fuperfine 
Politicians. Sir Hatry ‘told him he fhouldai- 
‘ways fpeak Truth.’ It will be the preateft Blind 
‘in the World: They'll not believe you, becaufe 
they'll ftil look beyond. it, to find! out ‘forhe 
Piece of fine Craft; and ‘come what pall, you'll 
keep fafe; and dneur no'Blathe, °° °° 7" Z 
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Be religioufly nice, even to Superftition, im 
‘keeping all thy Promifes or Covenants, tho’ in 
never fo flight Matters; and tho’ afterwasds 
thou perceiveft, thou mighteft have done better: 
Yet let not any precedent At of thine be al- 
tered by any After-accideat. Let nothing make 
thee break thy Word, or Agreement; unlefs it 
be unlawful, hurtful to the Party, or impoflible. 
And therefore, whenever thou art not very cer- 
tain of Performance, bave a care to make them 
conditional. 

If thou refufeft Dignities, Preferments, or 
Praifes, out of a feeming Lowlinefs of Mind, 
and Contempt of the World: and' at the fame 
time underhand ftriyeft to obtain them; or. to 
propagate thy Fame by a feigned Rermnciation: 
row this, that thou art guilty. of an abomi- 
-nable Falfity, and an arrogant Hamility. not to 
be endured by Men of Senfe and Probity. 

Tf thou doft Acts of Charity, that thou may-*f 
be feen of Men, and have the Name of a good 
and a. charitable Perfon; ar if thou intendeft, thy 
-Charity fhould be an 4/alom’s Pillar, to conti 
‘ave thy Name to Pofterity : En thefe Cafes, thy 
Charity (as thou calleft it) to others, is only 
Love to thyfelf, and thou haft thy Reward. 

_ As for mendicating fifhing Prefents, which 
are given with no generous Intention; but are 
Baits of a fmall Fly, to take a great Fith with: 
‘Thefe are jn Truth but a cunning Sort of Beg- 
ging, and.no better. I hope, thou wilt take up 
4 genercus a Mind, as to difdain,; and utterly 
deteftt them. ._. 
| ‘When thou haf a Mind to buy a Thing, fee 
that thou doft not difparage it, by putting about 
_ _ . ufpi- 
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Sufpicions of its Goodnefs, or publifhing Faults, 
which thou knoweft not to belong to it; but in- 
venteft, to the End, that thou may’ft put by an- 
other Buyer, and may’ tt get it thyfelf for lef 
-than it is worth. Thefe are moft pitiful, fhame- 
ful Tricks, wiich, ’tis to be wifhed, were no 
where to be found, but among the Pooreft, 
‘Loweft, and Worft of the People. 

In Bargaining and Selling any thing (let the 
‘Way of the World be what it will} de not thou 
deceive the Buyer; not only by dire Falfity, 
‘but even by fpeaking what is true, in a Senfe 
not underftood by him. Otherwife he thinks, 
he buyeth one Thing, and thou difhoneftly de- _ 
livereft another. 

: If thou denyeft, or by any Art concealeft the 

Faults,. which thou knoweft are in thy Comme- 
.dity; or if thou commendeft it for good Qua- 
lities it hath not; or if thou felleft by falfe Me3- 
fures,. Weights, .or Fale; or if thou exaCteft a 
Price. beyond its real Worth,.and prefent Mar- 
ket: In thefe Caées thou letteft not the Buyer 
have what he thought. he bought of thee. and 
thou takeft of him fome Part of his Money fer 
nothing at alk: And.fo thou art guilty of Lying, 
Extortion, and Thievery. 

But if thou confirmeft all by Oaths and Im- 
precations, (as Traders very often do) thou then 
addeft Perjury to all the reft. And what a Heap 
of Villanies are here gathered together, enough 

. to fink a poor Soul to Deftruétion; and all this, 
only to fcrew a little more Money out of his 
Neighbour’s Pocket; and that fometimtes {0 ve- 
ry little, that ’tis a Miracle, that any Man that 
‘L 6 thinks. 
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thinks ‘he has. a. Soul, -can’ fet itat a9 miferable 
and contemptible a Price, : : 

'‘When’ shou. fetleft,: let, not fig Price. be 
heightened ‘by. the’ Necellitys or Untkilfulnefé of 
-the Buyer: For the firft is dire€&t Uncharitable- 
tnefs ‘to ‘the Perfon, ‘and Injuftice.in the Thing, 
‘becaufé the’ Man’s Néeceflity could not naturally 
enter into the Confideration.of the Value of the 
“Commodity. “And. the other isidownright De- 

‘eit, ‘Oppreffion, and Extortion. "Thou would- 
eft not willingly be ferved fo'tiryfelf. ~ - 
" ?Tfs-a wery great Miftake in thee, if thou 
‘thinkeft of. getti 2a good Name, and haiti: 
‘Reputation in the World, .by Tricking. and | 
figs creas 
Integrity ‘do Hot make, tliee: profperous and 
“sidhsy yet: it: Wil. at leaft keep: thee froma being 
“taNerable; : A quiet und good Confcience is a 
‘éontinual Comfort come what will, 
« «There are,’ [believe,' not many Inftances of 
“Men, who :(if they underftood and minded their 
THhifinefs) have ever fuffered much by: their Up- 
‘ rightnefs and Integrity in Dealing: it being ve- 
“ry hard -to imagine, that a Trader fhould be’a 
‘Lofer, by thofe Virtues -whith advance Credit 
and Reputation. 

If thou employeft plain Men, “atid canft find 
‘fuch: as are commonly honeft; they will work 
“faithfully, -and-do thy Bufinefs according to thy 
‘ Orders. :- Bat: cunning. Fellows. will, for their 

own Credit, venture- without Comfnand arid 
from thy Bufinefs try “to derive Credit td them- 
felves, without Regard to thee. 

-If thon truftelt a known Krave, thou hat RO 
‘other Recompence, but+to be accounted a Fool 

fr. 
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Wor thy Pains? :And if-thou trafteft thyfelf Inte. 
‘Ruin, and Bepgary;:.thou faileft. unpitied, a 
Sacrifice:to thy own Folly and Credulity. For: 
df thou fuffereft thyfelf to be impofed upon by 
‘a known Deceiver, ‘thou -goeft: Partnet in the 
Cheat, and deceiveft thyfelf; and then thou art 
defpifed, and laughed at. as a foft.eafy’ Fellow; 
‘and ohe that ié as-unfit to be relyed'on for thy 
‘Weeakneis,. as the a can be for his Falfe-. 
mefer,.- bo Lae ved 
In dealing with cunning Men me fhouldet 

‘ever confider .their Ends » to interpret -stheir 
Speeches. And it’s good to fay little to them ; ; 
‘and that which ‘they leaft look for. : 
.: Thou art tobelieve a: Man Cada he: :pro- 
mies what may turn to his own Advantage; , 
-g6 well as thine.: 

: “A'Man’s Word: that tells thee he i is thy Friend, 
‘ought not ‘to-be ‘taken: for his faying fos nor 
‘ousht he‘ to take thine. Both one and the other 
ought to give Proof (if they have Opportunity) 
-of what they fay, And nothing can give greater 
Affurance that two Men are Friends, than when | 
‘Experience’ makes them mutually acknowledge 


-it, -whenfoever Opportunity ferves 5 or can sig 


found out. | 

-- Tf fome Sort of Rvigense fhould fo bie it 
about, as to caufe a Man of ufual Honcfty and 
fomething of Confcience, to diffemble, thou 
‘may’ft eafily perceive it: For he will feem’ di- 
“fturbed, “and loft in himfelf, and will -hefitate 
-in his Difcourfe, becaufe he feels |:'- Heart and 
Tongue divided ; which oe hi. Herent 


Ways at once, 
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Be ever prudent and wary; and-take heed of 
being caught: and prefume not upon thy own 
Sufficiency too much:. Men are. every. Jot. as 
- eafily impofed upon, as Bisds; Beafts and: Kifhes, 
while the Eagerneés of Appetite fufpends the 
. Exercife. o€ Reafon. A Treat, a Woman, a 
Bottle of Wine.is the fame Thing, that a Worm, 
a Gudgeen,. a.Grain of Corn, or a-Bit of. Fleth 
is to thofe Animals. We fnap at the Bait with- 
out on dreaming of the Hook, and Trap, and 


et Confcience, and Honour, and good Na- 
ture, govern all thy Actions, and Dealings. bet 
particular Intereft and kove of thyfelf carry thee 
no further, than Equity and Charity will: bear 

thee. out. 
‘In all Things preferve Integtity.. The Coa- 
{cience of thy own Uprightnefg will alleviate the 
‘Toil of Bufinefs, and foften the Harthnefs of ill 
Succefs, and Difappointments, and give thee an 
humble Confidence. before God; when the In- 
gratitude, of Man, or-the Iniquity of the. Times 
_rob thee of other due Reward. ; 
. I would have. thee perfectly fcorn,. and ‘hate 
all Tricks and Cheats: And if at any Time. thou 
makeft Ufe of Artifice, let it’be only as.a Coun- 
-ter-poifon; never to do Evil, but to avoid it; 
as to aflault others, but to defend thy- 
felf. 

Keep the. Ways of Integrity and Juftice; it’s 
both more eafy and more /afe, than to tum 
_away into Shuffling, and unfair Dealing. Yet 
- commonly - Mens Paffions, Cuftoms, and eril 
Inclinations lead thern into By-paths. 
| Déceive 
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..-Deceive not, defraud hot; but keep up te 
the ftricteft Rules of Juftice, and Honefty. For 
all unjuft Acquifitiens: will. one Day prove like 
a barbed Arrow, that muft be plucked back 
‘agaim; and that not without horrible Pain, and 
Anguifh, or elfe will dettroy thee eternally. 
—_ By no Means come into:the Way ‘of the 
Men of the World, that think themfelves cun- . 
ming, and are-eternally counterfeiting, and dif- 
fembling: for the Advantage thou wilt get by it 
will be, never to be believed when thou feriouf- 
ly fpeakeft Truth. I grant, this may once or 
twice perhaps pafs upon Men; but to profefs 
concealing of thy. Thoughts, will. be to give 
warning, to-all,, who have any thing to do with 
thee,. that whatfoever thou fayeft inal} but Lying 
and Deceit.. And by how much more thon art 
fubtile, and cunning, by fo much thou art fu- 
fpected and hated. And then when it is come 
to that pafs, that the Qpinion of thy Integrity 
is ruined, loft and gone; thou wilt every where 
have a hard Game to play. , | 
In Treating and Bufinefs, inftead of Craft 
and Cunning, make ufe of Affability, Sweetnefs, 
and Courtefies: By thefe thou fhalt eafily flide 
thro” Difficulties. And when thou fucceedeft 
yet thou wilt be likely. to come hirly, 


off. 

If thou wilt be fecret,. thou muft be (where 
Confcience will bear it) a Sort.of.a Diflembler 
in fome Degree.; for Men are too cunning to 
fuffer a Man to. keep an indifferent Carriage. 
“They will befet him with Queftions, and draw 
‘him on, and pick it out of him, fo that with- 
‘out an abfurd Silence he muft fhew an Inclina- 
tion 
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tioft-one way; or ifthe do not, they will -ga- 
ther as much -by his Silence as. by his Speech. 
‘As for Equivocations they cannot hold out 

Me 
: If. avy trickftering Fellow come pumping of 
thee ‘with: crafty Queftions, te get-out of thee 
what thou oughteft to’ cenceal, and ‘haff no mind 
te give a refolving Anfwer, réceive him civil- 
ly, but bé not dt the Expence of-a Lie to fend 
him going, A ready Man. may firid ‘out many 
“Ways-to put his Pafles by. “Ohe may be to 
‘better: thyfelf of fome Iaterrogation alfo, by 
which thou-may’ft rival the others.; and either 
‘procure Forbearance, or draw him into -an e- 
qual Hagard with thyfelf.. Chrift did‘thus to the 
Priefts, Adi, xxi.'24. This may be éafier done 
if thou gueffeft before-hand what will be afked. 
for then: thou’ may’{t prepare thyfelf. = ~~ 
But if he perfifts and’ grows rudely Importu- 
mate, pethaps it ‘may be thy beft Way, with a 
$mart Sort of Freeddth to let him know thou un- 
derftandeft his Drift, ‘dnd wilt dot have that puk 
‘Jed “from thee by Artifite: and Tricks which 
-thoil mightelt perhaps have told him, had he . 
‘not infidioufly: goné about te overreach thee ; 
‘and fo on that’ Seore“tHou may’ft deny any fur- 
, ther Gonverfe-in.that Matter: But this may not 
be done to thofe that are much thy Superiors, 
“1 Whehevet‘theuw fee ¥ Mah’ that“ would have 
"peguited-dnd impdfed uponthée bdfely, By making 
thee believe'a'pemicious' LH, «thou mpy’h truly 
fay of that:Perfon; "Phats’the’Man who would 
Pave tuined me; hho: would have ftripped'me of 
‘the Dignity of thy Neatire, and pus out the Eye of 
my Reafon to‘, act -hintfe!f ;-or to‘ make 
de bimfelf 
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himfelf Sport with my. Damages. my Folly, and 
my Difhonour. 

. But the Falfenefs of a pretended Friend that 
has betrayed thee, does not give thee a Right 
to do. the Jame by him. Thy Duty does not | 
depend upon his Performance: His Faults don’t 
authorize thine. 

Ufe Honetty and Sincerity in all thy Trani 
actions ;; twill put -trickifh Men. out of their 
Play ; ’twill break all their Meafures by: which 
they hoped to compafs their evil Ends: For 
Knaves commonly think : that ‘nothing can. be 
well done but by Knavery, but ‘this is a ‘great 
Mittake. 

For put a Couple of: artful having Fellows. 
together upon Bufinefs, and they fhall fall into 
fo many Tricks, and: ufe fo many Wiles to. 
blind, overreach, and: ¢atch: one anather, that. 
they ‘will be able to brirg-nothing to pafs in a 
dong Time, and will leave it entangled, and not 
f{o well as they found it: Whereas if two une 
‘derftanding, -honeft, and plain Men meet about 
it, they’ll eafily and prefently fet the Matter right. 
And fo the Lord Bacon might well fay, there is 
A great- Difference:between. a. cunning .Man. and 
a wife Man, not only. i in Point of Honetty, but: 
Ability alfo. + 

Truft not to a coanteiier Outfide to hide 
thee: Flatter not thyfelf in thy Subtilty: Ima- 
gine not thou art fo clofe that none can fee thee, 
or find out thy Ways of working: » 

For Fraud and Artifice are quickly difcerned 
if they be too grofs; and -eafily broken if too. 
fine. And as fome Men ufe Craft for their In- 
pass fo others haye:an Intereft. to find it out. 

Alfo 
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Alfo Diffimulation. requires. too much punctual 
Caution to fecure itfelf from being difcovered 5 
and the Pains thou takeft to: hide it,.even that 
- very often betrays it. ; oS 

In fine, if thou beeft a fincere;. plain: dealing; 
honeft Man, thy Life fhall be quiet-and happy ; 
thou fhalt have the continual Feaft: of 4 good 
Confcience, fhalt enjoy the Sweets of Saciety, 
and ‘the Bieffings of Friendfhip: And tho’ thow 
art not rich,: yet like the meek.Man, thou fhalt 
inherit the. Earth. 

But as: for thofe that:Have given up themr 
felves to Tricking and ‘Treacherys. they are the 
moft miferable and lamentable Wretcheszliving: : 
Their own Heart will:tell them they have been 
nota Whit better than highway Rogues: Their 
_ whole Life has beeni a continued Piece of 
‘Fhievery,. Pam, and Perplexity ; and at laft, 
if .( which: conmrmonty: happens) they come: to 
Beggary,. then (as it is in the P/alms) They- will 
grin like a Dog; and will go about the City. They 
will rum here and there for Meat, aud grudge if 
Phey be not fatisfy'd. 


‘An ABSTRACT of Archbifbop Tik 
~ lotfon’s Sermon, upon Jolin i. 47. 


Incerity fignifies a Simplicity of Mind and 
_). Manners in our Converfation and Carriage 
one towards another; Singlenefs of Heart, dif- 
covering itfelf in a conftant Plainnefs and Qpen- 
_ mefs of Behaviour, free from all infidious De- 
vices, and little Tricks and Fetches of Craft 
and Cunning, from all falfe. Appearances and 

deceitful 
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deceitful Difguifes of our felves in Word or 
Action. ~ | 
It is to fpeak as we think, to do as we pre- 


‘tend and profefs, to perform and. make good 


what we Promife, and really to be what we 
‘would feem and appear to be.. | 

Not that we are obliged to: tell every. Man 
all our Mind, but we are never. ta declare. any 
‘thing contrary to it. We may be filent, and 
conceal. as much of our. felves,- as Prudence, or 
any other good Reafon requires; but we mut 


_not put on a Difguife, and. make.a falfe Ap- 


pearance and empty Shew of what we are not, 
exher in Words.or Adtions. | 
Contrary to this Vistue: of Sincerity is. moft 
ef that Complement, .which is generally in 
Converfation.; and which. for the moft Part, is 


yothing ‘but Words, and a Pretence of that 
-Kindnefs and Efteem for Perfons which we have 
-not, or not to that Degree which our Expref- 


fons feem to import. 
Which if done with hi is that which we 
call Flattery, a very odious Sort of Infincerity, 


-and fo much the worfe, becaufezit abufeth Men 


into a vain and foolifh Opinion of themfelves, 


_and an il] grounded Confidence of the Kindnefs 
and Goodwill of others toward them. 


‘ Now befides that, all Hypocrify and Infince- 
‘rity is mean in itfelf, having Falfhood at the 
Bottom ; it is alfo often made ufe of to the Preju- 
dice of others in their Rights and Interefts when 
Men prattife upon one another Falfenefs, Fraud, 
-Perfidioufnels, and infinite litthe Crafts and Arts 
,0f Deceit. : ) 


Thefe 
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Thefe dexteroufly’ managed, fo as not to be 
too plain and open to Difcovery, are look’d up- 
on by many as Sioms of great Depth and Shrewd- 
nefs, admirable Inftruments of Bufinefs, and 
neceflary Means for the compafling our own 
Ends and Defigns; and pafs for great Policy, as 
if the very Skill of governing and managing hu- ° 
mane Affairs did confift in thefe little Tricks 
and Devices’) © 0 

But he that looks more narrowly, and will 
have the Patience to ‘obferve the End. of them, 
will find them ‘tobe the greateft Follies; and 
that it is only for ‘want of ‘true ‘Wifdom and 
Underftanding that Men turn afide to Tricks, 
and make Diffimulation and Lies their Refuge. 

__ It is Solomon’s Obfervation, ‘that -4e that walk- 
eth uprightl walketh furely :- but. the. Folly of. 
Fools is Deceit. “That is, the moft egregious Piece - 
of Folly ‘that any Fool can be guilty of is to play 
the Knave. Sed flultus divertit-ad Doles. To make 
ufe of .thefe.is a Sign that the Man wants Un- 
derftanding to fee the plain and dire€t Way to. 
' ” I will not dény but thefe little Arts may’ ferve 
‘a prefent Turn, and’ perhaps fuccefsfully enough ;° 
but true Wifdom goes deep, and reacheth a 
great Way further, looking to the End of © 
Things, and regarding the Future as well as the 
Prefent; and by judging upon the whole Matter 
and Sum of Affairs, doth clearly difcern, that 
‘whereas Craft and Cunning are only ufeful for 
the prefent Octdfion, ‘Integrity is of a lafting 
‘Ufe, and will be-ferviceable to us upon all 
Occafions, and in the whole Courfe of- ous 
Lives. 

— And 


aa 
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. And ‘that Diffimulation and. Deceit, tho’. they, 
may do fome prefent Execution in Bufinefs, 
yet -they recoil upon a. Man terribly afterwards, 
fo as-to make him ftagger, and by Degrees to 
weaken, and at laft. deftroy his Reputation, 
which is a much more ufeful and fubftantial, 
and lafting Inftrument of Profperity, and Suc- 


-eefs in humane Affairs, ‘than any Tricks and 


Deceits whatfoever. But to:make out thefe 
clearer, I offer thefe following Confiderations. 

- Hypocrify and Infincerjty is a-very vain and 
foolifh Thing ; it is defigned to cheat others, 
but is in Truth a deceiving of ourfelves. No 
Man would flatter or diffemble did. he believe it 
were feen and difcevered. An open Knave is a 


- great Fool, who deftroys.at -once both his De-~ 


fign and his Reputation. ; (,: -- : 
_ Truth-and Reality. have all the Advantages 
of Appearance, and many more.. If.the, Shew 


-of any Thing be good for any Things I am {ure 


Sincerity is better; for why does any Man dify 
femble, or feem to be that which- he isnot, but 
becaufe he thinks jt good to have-fuch a Quay 
lity: as he pretends. to? For to counterfeit and 
diflemble, is to put on the Appearance of fome 
real Excellency :,: Naw. the beft Way in the 
World for a Man to feem to be any thing, is 
really to be what hg would feem to be.- | 
Befides, that it is many Times. as trouble» 
fome to make good. the Pretence of a good 
Quality, as to have it; and if.a Man have .it 
not,; it ig ten to. ome’ byt he. is difcovered .te 
want, it;-and. then ‘all his. Pains .and,Labour. to 
feem to ‘have it is loft. There is fomething unr 
natural in Painting, which:a -dkilful Eye will 
o & oO “ealily 
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eafily difcern from native Beauty and ‘Com- 
plexion. — 

It is hard. to perfonate and a¢t.a Part long; 
for where Truth is not at the Bottom, Nature 
-will always be endeavouring to return, and 
will peep out, and betray herfelf one Time or 
other. 

Therefore if any Man'think it ‘convenient to 
_feem good, det ‘him be fo indeed, and then his 
Goodnefs will appear to every Body’ s Satisfac- 
tion. For Truth is‘convincing, and carries its 
own Light and Evidence along with it, and will 
not oly commend us to ‘every Man’s ‘Con- 
fcience but (-which is much ‘more) to God, 
who fearcheth and feeth our Hearts, -fo that up- 
on all Accounts Sincerity is trae Wifdom. 

Particularly, as to the Affairs of this World, 
Integrity hath many Advantages -over all the 
fine and artificial Ways of Diffimulation and 
Deceit. It is much the plainer and eafier, much 
the fafer and more fecure ‘Way of Dealing in 
the World: It hath lefs ef Trouble and Diff- 
culty, of Entanglement ‘and - Perplexity, of 
Danger and ‘Hazard ‘in it: -It is the. fhortet 
and neareft-‘Way -to our End, ‘cafrying us thi- 
ther in a ftrait Lines and-will: hold out and laft | 
tongeft. Ne doi: daha Pe 

The Arts of Deceit. and Cunning do conti- 
nually grow weaker and: lefs Effectual and Ser- 
viceable to them that ufe them: ‘Whereas Inte- 
grity gains Strength by ufe,-and the more and 
' fonger any Man practifeth it; the greater Service 
it does him by confirming his Reputation, and 
encauragirig -thefe:-with whom he: hath-to do, 
to: i ahe greatér Truft_and Confidence in 

him, 
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him, which is an unfpeakable Advantage } in the ~ 
Bufinefs and Affairs of Life. — 

But a Diffembler muft always be: ‘upon his 
Guard, and watch himfelf carefully, that he do 
not contradi&t his own Pretence ; for he aéts 
an unnatural Part, and therefore mutt put a con- 
tinual Force and Reftraint upon himéfelf. 

Truth always lies appermoft, and if a Man 
do not carefully attend, he will be apt to bolt 
it out ; whereas he that aéts fincerely hath the 
eafieft Tafk in the World, becaufe he follows 
Nature, and fo is put to no Trouble and Care 
about his Words and Aétions.. He needs not 
invent any Pretences before-hand, nor make Ex- 
cufes afterwards, for any Thing he hath faid or 
done. 

But Infincerity is very troublefame’ to. ma- 
nage. A Man hath fo many Things to attend 
to, fo many‘Ends to bring together, as make 
his Life a very perplext and intricate Thing. 
A Liar had need of a good Memory, left he 
contradi¢t at one Time what he faid at an- 
other. 

But Truth is. always confiftent with. itfelf, 
and needs nothing to help it owt; it is always 
near at Harid, and fits upon. eur Lips, and 
is ready to drop. eut before we are aware; 
whereas a Lie is troublefome, and -fets a Man’s 
Invention upon the Rack, and-one Trick needs.a 
great many more to make it good. 

he crafty Man is always in Danger, and 
when he thinks he walks in the dark, .all his 
Pretences are fo tran{parent, that he that runs 
may read them: He jis the laft-Man that finds 
himfelt to be found out, and whilft he oe 
os 
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for granted that ‘hel nmkes Fools of others he 
renders himfelf ridiculous. 

Add: to-alk this, that:Smeérity ‘is the mot 
‘compendious: Wrifdon}.: andi ah excellent Inftru+ 
ment?for the ‘fpesdy: Difpatch of Bufinefs ; it 
creatés: Confidence. in thofe we have to deal 
with, faves the Labour of manyEnquiries, and 
brings Things to am Iffve in few.Words. It’s 
Jiké travellint -in- a: plaim beaten Road,: which 
-commenly brings a Man. fooner to his Journey’ § 
‘End, that de bean whiolt Men often lofe them- 
felves + 
' Ina Word, whatfoever ‘Convenience may be 
‘thought to Be in Falfhood and Diffimulation it 
4s foon-over, but:the Incorvenience of it is per- 
petual ; becaufe it brings a Man under an ever: 
dafting® ‘Jealouty and Sufpicion, fo that he is not 
Hélieved when: he: fpeaks Fruth, nor trufted 
‘when perhaps: he means honeftly. When a 
Man -hath once forfeited the Reputation of his- 
Intégrity, he is. fet faft, and nothing will then 
ferve his Turn, ‘neither Truth.nor Falfhood. « 

Your artful cunning Trickfters are fo blind- 
ed :by - their’ Cévetoufnefs ‘and: Ambition, that 
they-eannet look beyond ‘2° prefent Advantage, 
mor forbebr?to f{eize: upon -it, tho’ by ways ne- 
wer fo' indire@. -‘They cannot fee fo fat'as to 
‘the remote Confequences of:'a fteddy Integrity, 
rand: the: vaft Benefit and Advantages: ‘which it 
will bring a ‘Man at laftu.. . 

; “Indeed if(ai Man-were:to:dedl ‘ix the-Wiorld 
‘only for -4:‘Day; atidedhould never have Qcca- 
‘fen - to eonverfe : more’ :svith ‘Mankind,. never 
‘mote need -theis'good! Opinion,. or:good Word: 
Tt wete then fid great Matter Uprskine: as to 

the 
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the Concernment of the World) ifa Mfan fpent’. 
his Reputation all at once, and ventur’d it at 
one Throw: But if he be to continue in the 
‘World, and would have the Advantage of Con-. 
verfation whilft he is in it; let him make ufe 
of ‘Fruth and Sincerity in all his Words and 
Aétions; for nothing but this will laft and hold. 
out to the End. All other Arts will- fail, but 
Truth and Integrity will carry a Man thro’, 
and bear him. out to the laft. It’s Solomon's 
Obfervation, that the Lip of Truth is efta- 
blifbed, but a lying Tongue is but for a Mo- 
ment. : 

Every Man will readily grant, that Truth 
and Sincerity are great Virtues, and Arguments 
of a generous:Miud ; but that there is fo much 
of true Wifdom in them, and that they really 
ferve to> profit. our Intereft in this World, 
feems a great Paradox to the Generality of Men, 
- and yet I doubt not but it is undoubtedly true, 
and generally found to be fo in the Experience 
of Mankind. 

Laftly, To what Purpofe thould one be fo 
cunning when our ,abode in this World is fo 
fhort and uncertain? Why fhould any Man, by 
diflembling his Judgment or acting contrary 
to it, incur at once the Difpleafure of God, and 
the Difcontent of his own Mind; efpecially, if 
we confider, that all our: Dufimulation fhall one 
Day be made manifeft, and pyblifhed on the 
open Theatre of the World, before God, An- 
‘eels and Men, to our everlafting Shame: and 
Confufion? 

Let us then be now what we would be glid 
to be found in that Day, when all Pretences 

{hall 
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fhall be examined, and the clofeft Hyrocrify of 
Men fhall be laid apen, and dafh’d out of 
Countenance; when the Sécrets of all Hearts 
fhall be difclofed, and all the hidden Works 
' of Darknefs fhall be revealed; and all our 
Thoughts, Words and Aétions, fhall be brought 
to a ftrict and fevere Trial, and be cenfured by 
that impartial and infallible Judgment of God, 

which is according to Truth in the Day when 
rot a judge the Secrets of Men by Jefus 

hri 
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Fut Publi ‘hed, -perufed and 
| La by pare Eminent 
Per fons, 


An Effay fora sence Regulation of the Law, 
and the more eafy and fpeedy Advancement 
of Juftice, in which the great Corruptions and 
Expences of Law Controverlies are expofed, and 
effectual Methods propofed to redrefs fuch great 
National Grievances, addrefled to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord King, Lord High Chancellor 
of Great Britain, and humbly referr’d to the Con- 
fideration of the Parliament. By a Gentleman 
of the Wet Riding of ‘the oe of York. 
_*Pr. 3 5. 6 d, 


Ponee for STEPHEN eesans in St. Pauls 
Seng ard. 


PLAYS fold by Stupuun Austen at the Angel, 
over againft the North Door of St. Pauls, 


A Bramule, Jane Shore, 

All for Love, Jane Gray, 
Anatomift, Inconftant, 
Ambitious Stepmother, Ifland Princefs, 
Artful Hufband, King Lear, 
Artful Wife, -. _ Landon Cuckolds, . 
Beaux’s Stratagem, Love and: a Bottle, . 
Beggar's Buth, Love for Money,. * 
Boarding School, . © Love makes a Man, 
Bold Strike for a Wife, Love's laft Shift, . . 
Briton, © Mariamne, 
Bufy Body,. a Meafure for Meafure,. 
Caius Marius, . Merry Wives of Windfor,, 
Campaign, Northern Lafs,. 
Carelefs Hufband,, Oroonoko, 
Cato, . | Orphan, 
Chances;. | Othello, | 
Committee, —-~~—SW(wPhaedra and Hippolitus, 
Confcious Lovers, Recruiting Officer, | 
Country Wife,- . Rehearfal and-Chances,. 
Sir.Courtly Nice,. .- Revenge, | 
Cruel Gift, Royal Convert, 


Devil of a Wife, Refufal, | 
Diftrefs'd Mother, Rule a Wife, 


Don Sabaftian, = —s- She Gallants,, Sk Be 
Double Gallant, - | She wou'd and fhe wou'dn’t, 
Drummer, She would, if fhe could, 
Duke of Gloucefter, Siege of Damafcus, 

Earl of Effex, Spartan Dame, 

Efop,. "Squire of Alfatia, 

Fair Penitent, Tamerlane,. | 

Fair Quaker of Deal, Theodofius, 

Fail .of Saguntum, Twin- Rivals, 

Fatal Marriage, | —-- Venice preferv'd,. 
Gamefter, Uly fies, , 

Hamlet, . ‘Sir Walter Raleigh; 


Humorous Lieutenant, Wife’s Excufe. 


With great Variety of Novels, Hiftory, &ce 
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